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Micra’ ADJ 
SATO aXe lela! 
WANA as Ai isiae Xe 
Our Best Regulator. 


It’s tough to improve on perfection. U.S. Divers’ Micra is 
recognized the world over as the ultimate lightweight, 
high-performance regulator. Now it’s 
taken a turn for the better. Our new 
Micra ADJ delivers all the features of our 
remarkable Micra Regulator, and adds 
the benefit of complete adjustability. 
: Which means you can tailor it for specific 
al environments, and customize it for varying situations. 
For example, simply twist knob to reduce sensitivity 
during surf entries or surface swims. Then fine-tune it 
to deliver air with very little demand for normal diving 
activities. Then adjust it for optimum flow control while 
ACTUAL SIZE exploring the underside of a reef upside down. Whatever 
your diving requirements, keep your performance in perfect 
tune. See the Micra ADJ at the U.S. Divers dealer near you, 
and gear up with the #1 Team on the planet! 
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SDM EDITORIAL 


A Christmas Wish List 


s this year 

drawstoa 
close, Our 
thoughts logi- 
cally turn to the 
holidays. Having 
just asked my 
nieces and nephews for their Christmas 
wish lists, |am once again amazed at 
their creativity when it comes to the sub- 
ject of giving and receiving gifts. They jot- 
ted down everything from world peace to 
the latest rage dolls, often in scrambled 
order. Not one sent back a short list. 
Options were the key. In that same spirit, 
| offer up a list of divers’ Christmas gifts: 

A MASK THAT NEVER FOGsS: If we can 
send people into outer space for months 
at a time, we ought to be able to come 
up with a mask that doesn’t need a 
bunch of accessories (spit included) to 
stay clear! This gift wouldn't scratch, fog 
up or need constant reapplication of 
whatever defogger you currently use. 
This would be a nice Christmas gift but 
we might have to wait for the millennium 
to make it a reality. 

COLLAPSIBLE SNORKELS: While a 
snorkel can be a wondertul tool when it’s 
actually being used, it is really annoying 
when it’s not, as it tends to bang against 
the side of your head while you are using 
your regulator. This does not look or feel 
cool and is probably not cool. Why not 
make a snorkel that would fit ina BC 
pocket and be there only when you need 
it? This would be a great stocking stuffer 
and you wouldn’t have to buy anew 
stocking to put it in, either! 

HOSELESS REGULATORS: [he perfect 
high tech gift for the diver who just has 
to have everything would be a regulator 
with no hoses. Imagine the looks of ad- 
miration you would draw from fellow 
divers! Not only would there be no ugly 
hoses, you wouldn't have to worry 
about the regulator being pulled out of 
your mouth accidentally. This is proba- 
bly the hardest of all our wishes to 
achieve and one we probably won't see 
until the year 3OOO. We are more than 
likely to be stuck with regulator hoses 
for the time being. This would be the 
perfect present for that someone you 
planned on giving a gift but never had 
time to shop for. 





BY BILL GLEASON 


A HEAVIER TANK: Since tanks are heavy 
to begin with and plenty of people use 
them anyway, why not be the diver with 
the heaviest tank? Using an 80 pound 
tank, for example, could bestow brag- 
ging rights to you on any dive boat. Since 
most men are obsessed with contests of 
all kinds, this could be a perfect gift from 
a significant other! Imagine all the air you 
could put in it and what a perfect practi- 
cal joke for your buddy when he/she tries 
to help you put it on! Since no one is 
looking into making tanks lighter, the ob- 
vious conclusion to draw Is that heavy 
tanks must be cool. If that’s true, then 
the diver with the heaviest tank must win. 
Figure that one out. 


RE 


Happy Holidays! 









ODORLESS NEOPRENE: For those who 
forget to unpack their dive equipment, 
this is a natural. Neoprene wetsuits have 
a universal tendency to pick up and in- 
tensify odors. This is particularly true if 
you “stimulate” the neoprene, as many 
divers do, and then forget to thoroughly 
rinse and dry it. The manufacturer that 
develops odorless neoprene will not only 
get rich but will receive thousands of 
thank you notes from those who don’t 
stimulate their wetsuits! 

LIGHTER WEIGHTBELTS: Why do weight- 
belts have to be heavy and clunky? 
Scientists should be working on this 
problem. 

REEF SILENCE ZONES: [hese would be 
special places in popular diving areas set 


aside for silence. You would not be al- 
lowed to use communication devices, . 
tank bangers or yell into your regulator 
when you saw a big moray eel. Silence 
zones would mark the beginning of a 
new era in diving, inspiring someone to 
write a book called The Silent World. 

DESKTOP DIVING COMPUTERS: Up to 
now, most diving computers have been 
small and compact. Some are so com- 
pact they are hard to read but technolo- 
gy dictates the smaller the better. Why 
not make a huge dive computer that cov- 
ers the entire forearm’? You could load all 
your games and popular software in it 
and, if the dive got boring, you could play 
solitaire! 

Reer Ecorerrorist: When published, 
this book would resolve ocean conser- 
vation problems once and for all. For all 
those misguided folks out there who 
think water quality, overfishing, ocean 
dumping and pollution are real prob- 
lems, this manual would debunk those 
myths. The real problem would become 
known—divers. Their accidental contact 
with coral reefs and fish feeding would 
be shown to be the real culprits. This 
book would also contain several chap- 
ters on how to solve problems such as 
“How to Discipline a Diver.” Advance 
copies of this tome are rumored to have 
found their way to several popular dive 
areas already. 

C-CARD TATTOOS: This one isn’t out yet 
but it should be available early next year. 
You might even be able to get a gift cer- 
tificate in time to put it under the tree. 
After all, if you forget your C-card, prov- 
ing you can actually dive is harder than 
an IRS audit. But, with your picture and 
vital statistics tattooed somewhere on 
your body, all you would have to do is ex- 
pose yourself and they would let you on 
the dive boat right away. This may also 
be the way to get thousands of members 
of the X-Generation into the water! It’s a 
surefire winner! 

While it may be several years (or 
more) before you can actually shop from 
this Christmas wish list, don’t let this 
stop you from having a wonderful time 
during this holiday season. From all of 
the staff at SKIN DIVER, our fondest 
wishes to you and your family during the 
holiday season. = 
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NIKONOS TIPS 


Getting the Most From 
Your Standard 35mm Lens 


8 Ways to Improve Picture Performance 





TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 


he 35mm lens comes as standard 


equipment with the Nikonos V. It is 


an amphibious lens, one of the few that 
Nikon produces, allowing you to take 
sharp pictures both above and below the 
surface. 

The 35mm can achieve this remark- 
able feat because the lens is positioned 
in an air pocket behind a watertight, 
oressure proof glass window. 

Since this lens is recording light rays 
that pass through both water and air, it is 
subjected to the optical effects of refrac- 
tion (the bending of light rays). Just as 
you do with a facemask, the 35mm lens 
sees objects 25 per- 
cent larger and 25 
percent closer. 

In air, it operates 
like anormal 35mm 
wide angle lens but 
underwater, refraction 
causes it to behave 
like a47mm lens. This 
telescopic conversion 
makes the 35mm a bit 
tricky to use but sharp, 
colorful photos are pos- 
sible if you handle it 
properly. Here are eight 
ways to obtain the best 
performance from your 
35mm lens. 

CLEAN THE LENS 

WINDOw. A grease 
smudge on the front of 
the lens can ruin a good underwater 
photo by causing image softness or blur- 
riness. Smudges can come from many 
sources: O-ring grease (silicone), Sun- 
screen lotion, hair oil, etc. Since grease 
does not easily dissolve in water, you 
need to clean the front of the lens with 
soap and water or lens cleaner prior to 
submersion. 

ADJUST FOR REFRACTION. Most out 

of focus photos are the result of 
an incorrect distance setting. The scale 
on the 35mm lens Is calibrated for appar- 
ent distance, not actual distance. Nikon 
made the lens this way to compensate 
for the optical effect of refraction. When 
your lens is adjusted for a focus distance 
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of four feet, it is actually in sharp focus at 
five feet. You must add 25 percent to ob- 
tain the actual distance. This is especially 
important at close distances or with wide 
open apertures (f/5.6), as your depth of 
field is very limited. 

GET CLOSE TO YOUR SUBJECT. YOU 

can improve your photos by clos- 
ing the distance between the camera 
lens and your subject. By doing this, you 
decrease the image diffusion and color 
filtration effect of the water that lies be- 
tween lens and subject. 

Get as close to the subject as 






















eg 


The Nikonos V and 35mm lens 
can produce great photos if a 
few simple rules are followed. 


possible for maximum sharpness, con- 
trast and color. The optimum focus dis- 
tance (on the lens scale) for the 35mm 
lens is two and three-quarters, three, 
three and a half or four feet. 
NEVER GET CLOSER THAN MINIMUM 
FOCUS DISTANCE. Keep in mind 
that the 35mm lens has a minimum focus 
distance (on scale) of two and three- 
quarters feet, which is an actual mini- 
mum distance of three feet, eight inches. 
You have a little margin for error with the 
depth of field but the amount depends 
on the f/stop being used. 
Shooting pictures any closer than three 








feet will cause the image to be out of fo- 
cus. A good way to judge minimum focus 
distance underwater is to place the cam- 
era at your shoulder and stretch your op- 
posite arm out in front of your body. The 
subject should be beyond your fingertips. 

SHOOT AT F/8 OR BETTER. Still anoth- 

er way to improve image sharp- 
ness is to shoot all your 35mm photos at 
f/8 or better (f/11 or f/16). This aperture sig- 
nificantly increases depth of field. 

Use ISO 100 SPEED FILM. One 

way to ensure you can shoot at 
f/8 is to use fast film (ISO 100). Film 
technology has improved greatly in 
the last ten years and today’s ISO 
100 films are super fine grain and 
very colorful. Some of the best ISO 
100 films are Provia, Sensia and 

Lumiere. 
SHOOT AT SHALLOW DEPTHS. 
Another way to improve 
your f/stop setting is to shoot your 
pictures at shallow depths, where 
the sunlight is brightest. If possi- 
ble, take your shots in 10, 15 or 
20 feet. On a bright sunny day 
you will be able to set your 
aperture at f/8, f/11 
or possibly f/16. 
Shooting your 
pictures over a 
white sand bot- 
tom will also 
helo improve 
your f/stop set- 
ting because the 
sand reflects light. 
USE A FLASH 
FOR BETTER 
coLor. Using a flash with your Nikonos 
will bring out the rich colors of your sub- 
ject, especially at close distances of three 
and a half to four and a half feet. A flash 
also enhances contrast and image 
sharpness. 

The key to success in using the 35mm 
lens is knowing its limitations and work- 
ing within them. Shoot at shallow depths, 
use ISO 100 film, use a flash and get as 
close to your subject as the lens will al- 
low. Follow these simple rules and your 
ohotos will sparkle! = 





Air integration and 
electroluminescent backlight 
make the Favor Air a clear 
choice in every way. 


The Favor line of non-air 

integrated dive computers 

includes consoles with pressure 

gauge and compass, wrist and 

hose mount, as well as a 

capsule model. All offer these 

advanced features you would 

expect to find only in much 

more expensive units. 

¢ Automatic activation 

e Ata glance: elapsed dive 
time; current depth and 
maximum depth; no 
decompression time 
remaining; temperature; 
altitude setting 

e Full decompression 
information 

¢ Saturation bar graph and 
battery power bar graph 

e Dive history and dive log 
memory keep track of the 
TOY AZ| AAS 

¢ Date time clock 

e Ascent rate indicator 

e Personal/altitude adjustment 


WHEN YOU HAVE BEEN ON AS 
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LEARN A FEW THINGS. 


In diving, nothing counts more than experience. In dive computers, nothing 
counts more than the reliability that comes with experience. Since we’ve been 
engineering dive computers ever since there were dive computers, the remarkable 
dependability that comes with every model in our Favor family offers no surprise. 
Which is precisely what you want in a dive computer. 

With the new Favor Air model you get advanced air integration features like 
temperature compensated tank pressure and remaining air time at your breathing 
rate. The Favor Air’s visionary design continues with a backlit display — which 
reads clearly in the darkest of water conditions. There is even automatic activation 
that turns the computer on for you, so you’ll never find yourself at 90 feet with 
your computer off. And like all Favor family computers, all dive and above 
surface information is summarized to give you the readout you need, when you 
need it. 

You won’t find another dive computer that offers so many features, at so 
affordable a price. To see exactly how much our diving experience can increase 
your diving enjoyment, visit your SeaQuest dealer today. And the next time you 
dive, take along the computer that has done its homework. 


SeaQuest, Inc. 2151 Las Palmas Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92009 
619-438-1101 fax: 619-438-3142 


seajuest 














ecause of their strangely shaped 

heads, the nine members of the 
Sphyrnidae family (order Carcha- | 
rhiniformes) are some ofthe ¢g 
most easily recognized of all 
sharks. Within the family are two 
genera: Eusphyra, with one 
species (blochil) and Sphyrna, with 
eight species. While some of its cousins 
can reach lengths of 16 to 20 feet, the 
Bonnethead, Sphyrna tiburo, is one of the 
smallest hammerheads, growing toa 
maximum length of just less than five feet. 

The Bonnethead is further distin- 
guished from its larger cousins by the 
shape of its head, which forms a nearly 
perfect semicircle and looks more like a 
shovel than a hammer. 

The reason for the hammerhead family’s 
uniquely shaped heads is the subject of 
some debate. Some think the “nammer” 
increases the sharks’ maneuverability, act- 
ing as a bow plane to increase lift. Others 
think the large head and thus larger num- 
ber of ampullae of Lorenzini (organs along 
the edge of the head that function as elec- 
troreceptors and chemical, physical and 
thermal sensors) help these sharks find 
food. Richard Ellis writes that a hammer- 
head swims “close to the bottom swinging 
its head in a ‘minesweeper’ action,” giving 
ita better chance of “detecting...prey 
buried in the sand.” 

The Bonnethead’s small mouth is on the 
underside of the head and contains poste- 
rior teeth adapted for crushing. Its diet con- 
sists of crabs, shrimp, isopods, bivalves, 
octopus and small fish as well as barnacles. 

The Bonnethead’s eyes are fairly large, 
with pupils that are horizontal slits. The 
moderately curved first dorsal has a free 
tip, as do the second dorsal and anal 
fins. The pelvic fin is slightly larger than 
the anal fin. The caudal fin has a terminal 
notch; the upper lobe is considerably 
more developed than the lower. 

The Bonnethead is gray or gray-brown 
on top and has alight underside. The 
FAO Species Catalogue: Sharks of the 
World, notes the body often has small 
dark spots on the sides. 

I've been diving 23 years and have never 
seen a Bonnethead, yet it is considered 
“An abundant, inshore, coastal, continental 
and insular shelf species, in shallow water 
over mud and sand bottoms, also on coral 
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(Sjphyrna tiburo) 


BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 
PHOTOGRAPH BY DOUG PERRINE 


reefs; commonly found in estuaries, shal- 
low bays and channels, at depths between 
10 and 25m [82 to 82 feet], but down to at 
least 80m [262 feet] and into the surf zone 
and the intertidal.” (FAO Species Cata- 
logue.) In the Pacific, the Bonnethead is 
found from Southern California to Ecuador; 
in the Atlantic it ranges from North Carolina 
to southern Brazil, including Cuba and The 
Bahamas. It appears to prefer warm wa- 
ters and is thought to migrate south in the 
fall and winter. 

The Bonnethead is usually found in 
groups numbering 3 to 15 and segregat- 
ed by sex. Mating is thought to occur in 
the spring and fall off Florida, since large 
numbers of these sharks are seen then. 
Bonnetheads are viviparous (the young 
are nurtured in the uterus by a yolk-sac 
placenta and born live); litters consist of 4 
to 16 pups. 

During six months in 1970, observa- 
tions were made of 10 Bonnetheads by 


e Bonnethead 








The Bonnethead is a one of a kind type of 
shark with a unique, shovel shaped head. 


scientists from the University of Miami. The 
sharks were in a pool at the Miami Sea- 
quarium. In “The Behavior of the Bonnet- 
head Shark,” Drs. Arthur A. Myrberg and 
Samuel H. Gruber noted “Some 18 pos- 
tures and action patterns....and a definite 
dominance hierarchy at least partially 
based on size and sex.” (FAO Species 
Catalogue.) Bonnetheads were chosen for 
the study because they are small, easily 
captured and do well in captivity. In The 
Book of Sharks, Richard Ellis says, “The 
experiment ended abruptly when ‘all bon- 
netheads perished after an unknown 
chemical was added to the pool.” 

The study cited above found Bon- 
netheads to be nonterritorial and nonag- 
gressive. Sharks in Question, The Smith- 
sonian Answer Book notes this shark “is 
harmless.” = 










There are so many accessories for the Nikonos it can become 
confusing when trying to put together a system. That is why Ikelite 
offers a variety of complete packages for the Nikonos camera. When 
you choose an Ikelite package you are assured of getting everything 
you need to complete the system. 

It's plug and play. 


Strobe Packages for Nikonos V 
Nikonos V camera not included. 


Substrobe 50 Packages 


#3943.43 

Includes: Substrobe 50 
Strobe Arm II 
Mini C-Lite & Lite Bracket 
Nb Tray, Handle, Advance 
Nikonos TTL Cord 






#3943.44 

Includes: Substrobe 50 
Macro Grip Arm 
Nd Tray, Handle, Advance 
Nikonos TTL Cord 


Substrobe 50 Photocase 


#3946.43 

Includes: Substrobe 50 
Strobe Arm Il 
Mini C-Lite & Lite Bracket 
Nb Tray, Handle, Advance 
Nikonos TTL Cord 
Photocase 





For additional information contact your local dive 
shop, send $1 to Ikelite for a catalog or visit us at 


Substrobe 100a Photocase 


#3946.46 

Includes: Substrobe 100A 
Quick Grip Arm II 
Nd Tray, Handle, Advance 
Nikonos TTL Cord 
Photocase 


Substrobe 200 Photocase 


#3946.62 with USA charger 
#3946.63 with Euro charger 
Includes: Substrobe 200 

Quick Grip IT Arm 

Nb Tray, Handle, Advance 

Nikonos TTL Cord 

8-hour Charger 

Photocase 


Substrobe 400 Photocase 


#3946.58 with USA charger 
#3946.59 with Euro charger 
Includes: Substrobe 400 

Quick Grip IT Arm 

Nb5 Tray, Handle, Advance 

Nikonos TTL Cord 

8-hour Charger 

Photocase 


fn, /” ikelite 


Underwater Systems 
50 W 33rd Street Indianapolis, IN 46208 
317.923.4523 
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DIVING MEDICINE 


Diving Science Update 


he Undersea and Hyperbaric Medical 

Society met in Anchorage, Alaska, in 
May of this year. A number of scientific pa- 
pers presented there are pertinent to the 
health and safety of sport divers. 

JAPANESE AMA DIVERS ENIGMA: An inter- 
esting study was done to measure the div- 
ing exposure of the Ama divers of Japan. 
These free divers perform 
multiple dives per day to har- 
vest food from the ocean floor. 
They have been diving for 
many centuries and are a tra- 
dition in Japan. Although in 
the past most Ama divers 
were women, in this study on- 
ly 20 percent were female. 
The divers spent three to five 
hours a day in the water, mak- 
ing up to 118 dives per day. 
The scientific team from 
Japan and the United States 
found that decompression 
sickness (DCS) did not occur 
in these divers in spite of their 
long daily exposures. In previ- 
ous studies, it was discovered 
that divers could develop DCS 
from repetitive free diving. The 
scientists felt that rest periods during the 
diving day prevented DCS in the Ama. 

DCIEM MINIMAL RISK TABLEs: There is 
continuing interest in developing minimal 
risk dive tables, particularly for sport diving. 
In the past, tables were considered safe if 
they produced no DCS or only a rare case 
of DCS, in alarge number of subjects. 
Researchers in Canada developed tables 
based on bubbles detected using Doppler 
ultrasound measurements. These tables 
(the DCIEM tables) are thought to be safe 
because they are based on minimizing 
bubble formation, rather than minimizing 
DCS. The Canadians who developed the 
DCIEM tables reported a close correlation 
between the safety of dive tables when the 
alosence of bubbles is used as the criterion 
and when the absence of DCS is used as 
the safety measure. They concluded that 
even low grade (a small number) bubbles 
detected in the bloodstream increased the 
risk of DCS. 

NITROX AND COs SENSITIVITY: In Decem- 
ber 1995, a group of diving researchers 
from Israel published an article in Undersea 
and Hyperbaric Medicine in which they de- 
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scribed a group of divers who demonstrat- 
ed an increase of carbon dioxide (CO.) in 
the blood when they breathed oxygen en- 
riched air (nitrox) mixtures. These individu- 
als have a reduced sensitivity to CO» and 
can slow their breathing to conserve oxy- 
gen but develop high blood levels of COs. 
Because nitrox provides more oxygen 





Diving with nitrox (above) was among the 
many topics discussed at the annual 
meeting of the Undersea and Hyperbaric 
Medical Society in Anchorage, Alaska. 


than needed, the COs retainers would 
have less of an urge to breathe and could 
easily retain COs. The investigators sug- 
gested that such individuals would be 
prone to oxygen toxicity and should limit 
their depths to 60 to 80 feet when using ni- 
trox. These same researchers presented a 
paper at the 1996 scientific meeting that 
provides a means of screening for CO, re- 
tainers. They suggested that measuring 
the COs, released during exercise on the 
surface would reveal a significant propor- 
tion of those who were COs retainers. If 
this finding can be supported by studies 
in a larger number of divers (they studied 
only 24) a simple means of screening for 
CO, retainers would be available. Divers 
who are known COs retainers should ex- 
ert caution when using an oxygen en- 
riched breathing gas, since the increased 
CO>z in the blood, resulting from reduced 
breathing, will increase the risk of oxygen 
toxicity. 


DCS 1994 overview: Data from the 
DAN database were reported for DCS cas- 
es in 1994. There were 566 cases of treat- 
ed decompression illness (DCS I, DCS I 
and Arterial Gas embolism, AGE). DCS | 
was reported in 144 cases, DCS Il in 367 
and AGE in 55. Half of the reported DCS | 
cases actually had neurologic symptoms. 
This indicates that proper eval- 
uation of divers is not being 
done to detect neurologic in- 
volvement. Treatment of DCS 
land DCS Il is usually the 
same—Navy Table Six. 
However, the presence of 
neurologic injury has a differ- 
ent prognosis. Physicians and 
others who Care for divers 
should be skilled in performing 
a neurologic examination to 
detect injury. The misclassifi- 
cation of type | and type Il DCS 
seems to be owing mainly to a 
misunderstanding of the defi- 
nition of DCS and the inability 
to detect neurologic injury on 
physical examination. Another 
DAN survey found that 40 per- 
cent of those with neurologic 
injury from diving had residual injury two 
years later and three percent had symp- 
toms that limited their quality of life. 

DCS BLOOD FLOW FACTOR CONFIRMA- 
TION: Investigators in Norway found that 
blood flow is an important factor in forma- 
tion of bubbles from decompression. They 
reduced the blood flow in the legs of pigs 
using a clamp, then exposed the pigs to a 
deep heliox dive (132 feet for 180 minutes). 
The narrowed arteries caused a slower 
flow of blood into the legs and resulted in 
increased bubble formation. This study 
confirms the standard wisdom that tissues 
with reduced blood flow are prone to de- 
compression sickness. This situation 
would occur when blood vessels constrict 
owing to excess cold. 

The Anchorage Undersea and Hyper- 
baric Medical Society meeting provided a 
number of advances in diving and hyper- 
baric medicine. Each year new information 
is provided that makes sport, commercial 
and military diving safer. The investigators 
should be congratulated on their efforts to 
develop new knowledge that makes diving 
safer for all who participate. = 


photo/Bonnie J. Cardone 
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Nikonos-V 35mm f/2.5 Standard Lens 
For use on land or underwater, the 35mm is 
the most versatile of all Nikonos lenses. It 
lets you take tightly composed shots of fish 


Nikonos-V 28mm f/3.5 Lens 
The 28mm offers a wider angle of view to allow you to get closer to your 
subject for more dramatic results. 


Nikonos-V 20mm f/2.8 Lens 

For exciting wide-angle shots with 
larger image magnification, the 78 
degree wide view and added focal 


cruising a reef, or macro shots when used 
with extension tubes. 


The eye of a fish is an underwater optical masterpiece, 
perfectly designed by nature to meet each species’ unique 
needs in the ever-changing world beneath the sea. 

Nikonos lenses are designed to do the same for you. 
Treated with Nikon Integrated Coating for unparalleled optical 
performance and improved contrast and resolution, Nikonos 
underwater lenses, like all Nikon optics, are the highest 
quality imaginable. They are the key to personal expression 
and creative fulfillment in underwater photography. 

Whether you are interested in the fascinating miniature 
world of macro photography, or capturing the elegance 


Nikonos RS AF 13mm f/2.8 Fisheye Lens 

For breathtaking panoramic views that encompass the totality of the 
underwater realm, to vividly sharp dynamic close-ups, the 170 degree angle 
of view of the 13mm Fisheye lens will free the artist inside you. 


length of the 20mm lens 
is the ideal choice. 


of a dolphin, the awesome power 
of a shark, even the panoramic 
magnificence of an undersea vista, 
Nikonos lenses are perfectly suited 
for every diving experience and 
personal goal. 
If you are just beginning your underwater 
photographic experience and want the exceptional results 
obtainable with the Nikonos-V or have the advanced ability 
to master the precise compositional capabilities and cutting- 
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Nikonos RS AF 28mm f/2.8 Lens 

This 28mm has the ability to get incredibly close. It captures moderately wide shots 
or 1:6 close-ups at 10 inches. This versatile performer !s ideal for capturing fish or 
CHOWAC GS 





lens |S guaranteed to provide you with Nikon sharpness, Nikon color 
consistency — Nikon quality. 
The broad selection of Nikonos lenses are your under- 
water artist's palette, giving you virtually limitless creative 
late (ome ]al@ mel alicilomigeicye (0 /anmconer|e)tUlromeatom elo iaicvel(elamtarcli 
only nature can produce. 


Nikonos RS AF 50mm f/2.8 Lens 

The 50mm lens provides perfect focus through the critical macro range up to 
1:1. For everything from classic close-ups to general photography, this 
workhorse lens is an underwater photographer's best friend. 


> 


Nikonos-V 15mm f/2.8 Lens 

For large, fast-moving subjects, 
magnificent coral-reef vistas, or 
close-ups up to one foot and incredible 
depth of field, the 94 degree angle of 
view of the 15mm lens will take your 
creativity to new levels. 


He 
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*. Nikon 


wt | 
ay We take the world’s 
greatest pictures. 


js Yours. 


©1995 Nikon Inc. 


Nikonos RS AF 20-35mm f/2.8 Zoom Lens 

The 20-35mm Zoom lets you unleash your creative potential with the world's first 
underwater zoom lens. Shoot with any focal length without changing position or 
capture a single subject from varied perspectives. 
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[magination 


now available in different 


focal lengths 


The Aqualens. 


A unique lens housing for your Nikonos camera. Now you can bring your topside 
wide-angle Nikon lenses along when you dive, giving your underwater imagination the 
advantage of getting closer and seeing more. For a brochure featuring Aqualens, and 
the full line of Aquatica® housings, call 1-8SO0-NIKON-35. 


And visit us at http: // www. nikonusa.com 


AQUATICA 


; Distributed by Nikon Inc. 
©1996 Nikon Ine. 
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- Ascending Order 


BY DENNIS K. GRAVER 


Answer the following questions, then arrange the questions in order from the one 
with the smallest number answer to the one with the largest number answer. 


The weight of one cubic foot of fresh water. 

The pressure exerted by a column of sea water one inch square with a height of one foot. 
The approximate number of gallons in one cubic foot of water. 

The number of degrees a diver turns at a corner to navigate a triangular course. 

The maximum recommended recreational diving depth. 

The maximum angle of light reflection on water. 

The minimum tank pressure for recreational diving. 

The number of feet in a nautical mile. 

The approximate weight of one cubic foot of air. 

The force per square inch exerted by one atmosphere of pressure. 

17°C expressed in °K. 

The freshwater depth equivalent to one atmosphere of pressure. 

The approximate speed (in feet per minute) of sound in water. 

The extreme hyperbaric chamber treatment depth. 

The usual temperature at depths below 60 feet in fresh water. 

The pressure exerted by a column of fresh water one inch square with a height of one foot. 
The seawater depth equivalent to one atmosphere of pressure. 

The working pressure of a steel 71.2 cubic foot cylinder. 

The hydrostatic test pressure for a 3,000 psi scuba cylinder. 
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20. The approximate weight of one gallon of water. 

21. Thecurrent recommended maximum rate of ascent. 

22. The weight of one cubic foot of sea water. 

23. 70°F expressed in °R. 

24. One knot expressed in miles per hour. 

25. The most common depth for a precautionary (safety) decompression stop. 
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DIVER’S CALENDAR 


International Underwater 


Medicine Symposium 

The Federation Francaise d'Etudes et 
Sports sous-Marins, in association with 
the World Underwater Federation 
(CMAS), will hold an international sympo- 
sium on breath hold diving December 6 
to 7 in Paris, France. The physiology, 
osychology, limits and techniques of 
breath hold diving, as related to profes- 
sional and recreational activities, will be 
discussed. 

For more information, contact Dr. 
Michel Leloup at 21 rue Voltaire, 93100 
Montreuil, France or call 01 48 70 92 93; 
fax 01 48 70 71 90. = 


Sentry’s Scuba and 
Watersports Expo 


Sentry Pool and Scuba will be spon- 
soring a watersports expo on February 
2, 1997, at Black Hawk College, 6600 
34th Avenue, Moline, Illinois. There will be 
displays from scuba and watersports 
manufacturers as well as travel and resort 
agencies. Nondivers will be able to partic- 
ipate in a Discover Scuba session and 
there will be valuable door prizes and raf- 
fles. All proceeds will be donated to 
Divers Alert Network. The hours will be 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

For information on attending the event, 
call Sentry Pool and Scuba at (309) 797- 
9721 or fax (809) 797-5748. = 


1997 CME Conference 


Duke University School of Medicine of 
Durham, North Carolina, will join St. 
George’s University School of Medicine of 
Grenada, West Indies, for a CME confer- 
ence February 7 to 11, 1997. The con- 
ference will be held at St. George’s new 
campus at True Blue. Among the several 
noted speakers will be Richard Moon, 
M.D., medical director of Divers Alert 
Network and F.G. Hall Hyperbaric Center. 
He will lead a panel on hyperbaric 
medicine. Other topics will include hyper- 
tension, infectious diseases and sleep 
disorders. CME credits will be granted 
through Duke University. 

For information, contact the Office of 
Public Affairs at (516) 665-8500 or fax 
(516) 666-7609. => 


Wreks & Treks ’°97 

The Boston Diving Show will present the 
PDIC Celebrity Series Seminars, Wreks 
and Treks ’97, on February 15, 1997, at 
the Holiday Inn and Resort in Marlboro, 
Massachusetts. The show will feature Tom 
Mount of IANTD (International Association 
of Nitrox and Technical Divers), Richard 
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Nordstrom of Divecomm, Inc., Don 
Whitehead and Fred Calhoun of PDIC. 
Tom Mount will be presented with the Paul 
Revere Spike Award of the Underwater 
Club of Boston, a richly mounted, authen- 
tic copper spike from the shipwreck USF 
New Hampshire. The show will be open 
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

Tickets will be $10 at the door or may 
be purchased in advance by writing Fred 
Calhoun, Apple Ridge 2-6, Maynard, 
Massachusetts 01754. Make checks 
payable to “Underwater.” = 


Great Lakes 


Shipwreck Festival 

The Ford Seahorses Scuba Diving 
Club will soonsor the 20th annual Great 
Lakes Shipwreck Festival February 22, 
1997, at the Ford Motor Company World 
Headquarters Auditorium in Dearborn, 
Michigan. Activities will include an after- 
noon and evening film festival, saltwater 
programs, seminars, diver’s forum and a 
large exhibit of museum, marine artist and 
private artifact collections. 

For information, call the Ford Seahorses 
Voicemail Hotline at (813) 769-2458 or visit 
on the Internet at http://www.webcom. 
com/cid/fsh/fsh.home.html. = 


Beneath The Sea 


Undersea Exposition 

The New Jersey Meadowlands and 
Beneath The Sea will soonsor the 21st an- 
nual Undersea Exposition March 22 
through 24, 1997, at the Meadowlands 
Exposition Center, Secaucus, NJ. There 
will be 260 exhibitors and 50 different pro- 
grams and workshops. Renowned U/W 
photographer Stan Waterman will head- 
line the event, which will include an inter- 
national underwater photo contest spon- 
sored by the Aggressor Fleet and Peter 
Hughes Diving and the debut of the Nikon 
School of Underwater Photography. 

Topping the abundant list of door 
prizes will be a Singapore Airlines trip for 
two to Australia and a Nikon camera. 
There will be special programs for chil- 
dren (admitted free) and families. 

For information on programming, tick- 
ets, direction and hotel information, send a 
SASE to BTS Info, 495 New Rochelle 
Road, #2A, Bronxville, NY 10708. Infor- 
mation is also available on the Internet at 
htto:/www.cyberus.ca/~bts/ or e-mail to 
zig4bts@aol.com. For general information, 
call (914) 664-4310 or fax (914) 664- 
4315, = 
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Top: Dave Inman, owner of 
Divers Unlimited. This photo: 
Students practice wreck 
penetration using safety lines. 
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center must first complete five years as a 
Five Star IDC/IE Training Facility. Under 
the leadership of Dave Inman, Divers 
Unlimited has consistently produced well 
trained and educated scuba instructors, 
earning it a long list of prestigious awards 
for excellence and contributions to the 
growth and advancement of the dive in- 
dustry. Titles, trophies and awards aside, 
what can Divers Unlimited’s CDC pro- 
gram do for you? Plenty! 

PADI presently requires all instructor 
candidates to be certified for at least one 
year and have at least 100 logged dives. 
With the Triad Program (representing all in- 
struction from advanced open water to in- 
structor), Divers Unlimited can bring a diver 
up to speed for the IE (Instructor Evaluation) 
in six months or less. An assessment of 
your Current dive qualifications and your 
targeted achievements gets the ball rolling. 
This means anyone can begin training re- 
gardless of experience. 

Under the Triad Program and following 
the achievement of divemaster status, 
students go straight into the two day IDC 
Prep followed by the IDC itself, which typ- 
ically takes Seven days to complete. After 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY WALT STEARNS 


n our great land of opportunity, many 

dream of turning a favorite avocation 
into a vocation. While numerous divers 
pursue traditional Instructor Development 
Courses (IDC), PADI believes diving pro- 
fessionals should target a wider range of 
skills. This has been Divers Unlimited’s 
chief commitment for 26 years. 

Of course, seeing is believing. Under 
the roof of its 8,000 square foot complex 
Divers Unlimited is an impressive retail, 
rental and repair center. This store can do 
almost anything, including regulator over- 
hauls, tank hydros, local dive charters 
(provided by the facility's two boats), 
year-round scuba instruction and airfills 
(nitrox, too). While each of these compo- 
nents could easily stand on its own, what 
makes this PADI Five Star instructor train- 
ing facility extraordinary is its comprehen- 
Sive professional training and Career 
Development Center (CDC) designation. 

Divers Unlimited is one of only five 
CDCs in the United States. Before it can 
apply for CDC status, a PADI instructor 


concluding the IDC, students take the IE, 
often the following morning. As Dave 
Inman pointed out, with the CDC/Triad 
Program, much of the diving Is performed 
in the Olympic sized heated pool, a local 
lake and South Florida’s coastal waters. 
By course end, divers are near comple- 
tion of (or have surpassed) the requisite 
number of dives set forth by PADI. 
Although the optimum situation would 
be to finish the course while everything is 
still fresh, for some students schedules 
can present a problem. To assist with 
this, Divers Unlimited’s entire Triad/CDC 
Program is modular, permitting instruc- 
tor candidates to accommodate their 
personal schedules. For example, two 
German college students had taken their 
Triad as far as divemaster during a vaca- 
tion. When they return at the end of the 
semester, they can jump right into their 
Prep and IDC and finish with the IE. For a 
college student seeking a side career, it’s 
a convenient setup. Also, courses taken 
during Triad are accepted for credit by 








more than 2,500 colleges and universi- 
ties around the country. 

GOING FOR THE GOL_o: An individual fin- 
ishing the IE can set his or her sights on 
working in the tropics, either at aland 
based dive operation or on a live-aboard. 
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in the Gold Program. This post graduate 
plan is designed to augment instructor cer- 
tification training, beginning with Medic 
First Aid Instructor, which also includes 
DAN’s Oxygen Management. In addition 
to Medic First Aid, students pick up five in- 
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Top: Students learning the mechanical subtleties of regulator maintenance. 
Above: Course instruction includes a variety of highly sought after nitrox specialties. 


To obtain a more desirable place of em- 
ployment—such as The Bahamas, Be- 
lize, Cayman or Fiji—takes more than a 
rudimentary open water instructor rating. 

Immediately following the IE, the Divers 
Unlimited CDC Program offers its Master 
Scuba Diver Trainer Program, the first step 


structor specialty ratings and receive a ba- 
sic certification in nitrox diving. Once five 
specialty instructor ratings are completed, 
a student can apply for Master Scuba 
Diver Trainer. This first segment of DU’s 
Gold Program takes roughly one week. 
After several days’ leave, the post 


graduate schedule proceeds to Resort 
Instructor, which encompasses two more 
weeks of workshops in compressor 
maintenance and boat handling, includ- 
ing hands-on boat operations and dock- 
ing procedures. In addition, students gain 
three more specialty ratings in underwa- 
ter photography, equipment and nitrox. 
With the Resort Instructor graduate pro- 
gram, students are also introduced to the 
fundamentals of hyperbaric medicine with 
an orientation at Miami Mercy Hospital’s 
Hyperbaric Chamber. 

Considering the large scope of dive 
operations worldwide, having this com- 
prehensive training will greatly improve 
your chances when applying for employ- 
ment abroad. Customarily, most dive 
operations prefer those with good teach- 
ing credentials, equipment repair experi- 
ence and compressor and boat handling 
skills. Furthermore, such operations typi- 
cally pay $2,000 to $3,000 additional 
starting salary should the instructor be a 
Gold graduate. Similar to an MBA in scu- 
ba diving, this portion of the Divers 
Unlimited CDC program makes it a most 
significant component. 

MoRE THAN A CDC: In addition to being 
a large instructor college, Divers Unlimited 
is one of the largest distributors of PADI 
products and teaching materials in the 
world. It can provide materials to its cus- 
tomers overnight if needed. However, this 
is only one facet to Divers Unlimited’s 
support services. 

For job placement, Divers Unlimited 
runs a referral network for graduating stu- 
dents and operations all over the world. 
Often, there is a higher demand than sup- 
ply for qualified personnel. This further 
substantiates why a large number of both 
Triad and Gold Program students come 
from as far away as the Caribbean, 
Central and South America, England, 
Europe and Japan, in addition to North 
America. On the other side of the coin, 
owing to Divers Unlimited's worldwide 
reputation for producing good instructors, 
a large number of resorts come to DU for 
assistance in employing personnel. As a 
result, many of Divers Unlimited’s Gold 
Program graduates are placed in such lo- 
cales as Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Hawaii 
and even the Red Sea and South Pacific. 

As with any other form of advanced 
education, the tuition is not cheap. For in- 
structor candidates, particularly those 
pursuing the Gold Program, Divers 
Unlimited can arrange a student loan that 
covers 75 to 80 percent of the cost. 

To reach a Divers Unlimited career 
counselor for answers to your questions 
or to obtain an information packet, call 
(800) 289-3483 in the U.S. or Canada; in 
Florida call (954) 981-0156 or fax (954) 
963-5255. Mail your inquiries to Divers 
Unlimited, 6023 Hollywood Boulevard, 
Hollywood, FL 33024. =3* 
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A Special Port for an 
Incredible Lens 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 


f there is one thing that distinguishes 

the Nexus F90 from all other N9O 
housings, it is the Macro Port 200MF. 
Here is a specially designed, finely tooled 
aluminum lens port—engineered to ac- 
commodate Nikon's super long 200mm 
macro lens (technically known as the AF 
Micro-Nikkor ED 200mm f/4 D IF). This 
incredible lens allows underwater pho- 
tographers to attain 1:1 image reproduc- 
tion ratios at a relatively comfortable dis- 
tance from the creature, so as not to 
frighten it away. If your dream is to shoot 
portraits of Garden Eels, Sailfin Blennies, 
Fire Gobies or other tiny subjects, this is 
the port you’ve been waiting for! 

The Nexus F90 is produced by Anthis 
of Japan—one of the leading manufac- 
turers of ultra compact metal housings 
for 35mm autofocus SLR cameras. Its 
most notable models are the Nexus F90 
(for the Nikon N90 and N90Os), F4 (for the 
Nikon F4 and F4s) and 801 (for the Nikon 
N8008, N8008s and N6006). 

In addition to low displacement and 
compact design, Anthis is also well 
known for its impressive selection of lens 
ports. Each Nexus housing averages 12 
different ports, each specifically designed 
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Lens Port 
Port material:......... Tooled aluminum 
Window:................. Optical glass 
Exterior color......... Black 
Length:.................. 7.25 inches (185mm) 
Diameter:................ 5 inches (126mm) 
Focus knob............. 1.1 inch (28mm) 
Attachment........... Threaded flange and 

O-ring seal 


Operating depth:....246 feet 
Accommodates.....Nexus F90 housing 


Nexus 801 housing 


to fit an individual lens or family of lenses. 
The benefit of this “customized” concept 
is that each port achieves minimum dis- 
placement and helps maintain neutral 
buoyancy and balance underwater. 

The Macro Port 200MEF is indeed a 
product of this concept. Made from finely 
tooled aluminum, the port is extremely 
sturdy and corrosion resistant. It has a flat 
window made of optical glass, a threaded 
screw-in flange and a finely machined O- 






ring seal. Most important, the exterior of 
the port is sculpted to the minimum possi- 
ble displacement. The exterior dimen- 
sions are 7.25 inches (185mm) long by 5. 
inches (126mm) in diameter, plus 1.1 inch 
(28mm) for the focus knob. 

The rear section of this tubular port is 
a larger diameter to accommodate its 
built-in manual focus knob, focus gear 
and focus ring gear (attached to lens). 
This device is indeed a most welcomed 
feature, for manual focus is the only way 
to go when attempting tele-macro pho- 
tography U/W. Surge, currents and un- 
predictable creature movements tend 
to throw the camera’s autofocus mech- 
anism into a dizzying tailspin—con- 
stantly racking in and out. Manual focus 
allows minute adjustments without go- 
ing completely out of focus. A flexible 
ridbed focus gear ring slides over the 
barrel of the lens, making it easy to in- 
stall or remove. 

As for the lens itself, two things are 
self-evident. It is expensive (more than 
$1,300) and produces extraordinary re- 
sults. The extra long focal length allows 
you to get the shot in remarkable detail, 
when you just can't get close to your 
subject. Wildlife photographers love it! 

Focal length in air is 200mm, which 
translates to 266mm underwater 
(through a flat port). Minimum focusing 
distance in air is 19.4 inches, which again 
translates to approximately 25 inches 
underwater (from front of port). Being 
able to shoot 1:1 macro from a little more 
than two feet away is the ideal tool for 
capturing close-ups of those shy, retiring 
creatures that never let you get close 
enough for a full frame shot. The lens 
weighs 2 pounds, 10.3 ounces—enough 
to offset the displacement buoyancy of 
the lens port. 

One important point worth mentioning 
is the modification required to get the lens 
into the port. This 200mm tele-macro lens 
is sold with a tripod collar on the barrel. 
This device allows land photographers to 





attach the heavy lens to a tripod for bal- 
anced handling. However, the collar will 
not fit into the lens port because of the lim- 
ited diameter of both the port and the 
housing itself. 

Instead, you must send the newly pur- 
chased lens to a Nikon Service Center, 
where they have the proper tools and skill 
for removing the collar. The modification 
of my lens took two days and cost $30. 

Anthis produces two versions of the 
Macro Port 200MF: one for the Nexus F90 
and 801 housings; the other for the Nexus 
F4 housing. The lens port sells for $680 (in 
the U.S.); the focus ring gear is $100. 

There is also a Version 2 of the Macro 
Port 200MF. It allows more complete oper- 
ation of the lens as well as the use of the AF 
Micro 105mm lens and 2x teleconverter. 


MORE INFORMATION | 


For more information about the 
Macro Port 200MF, Nexus housings or © 
other Nexus housing accessories, con- 
tact an authorized Nexus dealer or 
AnthisUSA. | 


AB Sea Photo/California 
(310) 645-8992 

(310) 645-3645 (fax) 

Berger Brothers/ New York 


(800) 262-4160 
(516) 264-1007 (fax) 


Cincinnati Divers Center, Inc. /Ohio 
(513) 521-3483 4 
(613) 521-8161 (fax) 


Emerald Visions/ New York — 
(800) 980-2929 
(212) 463- 7143 (fax) 


Marine Camera Distributors/California 
(619) 481- -0604 
(619) 481. -6499 (fax) 


Scubaland Adventures/Tex exas” 
(888) 339- -3737 pola: 
(512) 339-1422 (fax) 


Woody Mayhew Photogr rap 
: (214) 368-3555. 
(21 4) 368- 3555 (a0) 


-Anthis U. S.A. 
119 Dayton Birser 
ions WA e020 

















(206 775-4076 (fax) 
E- mail: anthis@isomedia. com 


There are two versions of Version 2; one for 
the Nexus F90 and 801 housings; one for 
the Nexus F4. This port also sells for $680 
(in the U.S,). 

High magnification macro photography 
Is possible with the Anthis 105mm telecon- 
verter set, an accessory for Version 2. In the 
U.S., the Nikon version of this set sells for 
$285 and includes the Aperture gear TC2x 
Nikon, the lens supporter and the Focus 
gear 105MF. The Kenko version of this set 
is $300 (in the U.S.) and includes the 
Aperture gear TC2x Kenko, the lens sup- 
porter and the Focus gear MP105MF. = 
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ADVANCED DIVING 


hea is what you do to problem 
solve on your own behalf. Liberal 
doses prevent incidents from becoming 
accidents. Self-help is anondramatic 
name for self-rescue. 

Self-help begins with an awareness 
of where you are and how things are 
going. Does everything seem to be 
working and feeling right? Are you re- 
laxed and having fun? Look at your con- 
sole and see if air supply, depth and di- 
rection are all as you thought they 
would be. That’s a quick personal sta- 
tus check and the simplest method of 
self-help. 

lf you develop an awareness of what 
feels and looks right, then you have a 
better chance of noticing earlier when 
something is out of kilter. Effective self- 
help begins with a pause. 

The pause gives you time to doa 
quick mental and physical inventory. 
When you stop what you are doing, it is 
easier to identify what is going on. For 
example, if you are kicking but feel as if 
you are not moving forward, what should 
you do? Self-help strategy is to pause, 
think and look to see why you are not 
moving. Is a strand of kelp caught in your 
fin strap? Has a current come up? Is your 
dangling console wedged in the rocks? 
Identify the problem. 

The next step is to solve the problem. 
Slow, deliberate actions are the result of 
a reasoned decision. Stop kicking, turn 
around and untangle the kelp or remove 
your console from the crevice. Make a 
decision to swim at an angle or get out of 
the current by changing depth. An ap- 
propriate action allows you to continue 
the dive safely and enjoyably. 

Self-help problem solving has three 
steps—pause, think, act. It would take an 
entire book to cover every situation you 
could get into. Would you read or remem- 
ber it? Probably not. However, focusing 
on becoming aware of your Surroundings 
and then implementing pause, think, act 
self-help is easy to recall and do. 

Mental focus is another important part 
of underwater problem solving. It helps 
you organize your response and then fol- 
low through with step 1, step 2, etc. 
Calmly evaluating the situation during the 
pause step allows the options you have 
learned to be considered. If the pause is 
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Self-Help 


BY JEANNE BEAR SLEEPER 


Pause, think and act are the three steps of 
self-help problem solving. Above a diver 
takes a moment to assess her gauges and 
equipment before continuing the dive. 


skipped, an unthinking, perhaps inap- 
propriate action might be taken. If you 
failed to pause and discover that your 
console was stuck in the rocks, you 
might have jumped to ridiculous conclu- 
sions—such as you were trapped and 
probably about to die. This incorrect as- 
sumption could have resulted in wild, 
frantic thrashing around, further entan- 
glement of your other equipment, losing 
your mask, disorientation, panic and 
drowning. A pause and look moment 
would have nipped this accident. 


ACTIONS TO CONSIDER 
The old saying “an ounce of prevention 
is better than a pound of cure” certainly 
applies to scuba diving. Check your gear 
to look for signs of wear and age. 





photo/Bonnie J. Cardone 


e Replace mask and fin straps when 
the rubber develops hairline cracks. 

e Fill your buoyancy compensator on 
land. Does it hold air? When was the 
last time you unscrewed the COs 
cartridge in your BC, if it has one? 
Can you remove it or is it rusted in 
place? 

e When was the last time you replaced 
the battery in your dive watch, light 
or computer? 

e Do you still have a set of dive tables 
in your BC pocket? 

e Are the tears and leaks in your wet or 
drysuit mended? 

e Do you have all of the needed equip- 
ment for the dive? 

Before you get in a difficult situation, 
think about your responses. A little soul 
searching now makes for easier deci- 
sions in times of crisis. 

e Would you settle down on the bot- 
tom and problem solve or immedi- 
ately bolt for the surface? 

e On the surface, would you inflate 
your BC (out of habit) to receive the 
benefits of positive buoyancy? 

e Would or could you really drop things 
(and lose them) if you were struggling 
at the surface? When was the last 
time you practiced dropping your 
weightbelt at the surface? Would 
you drop a $2,000 camera setup? 

e Are you in acceptable physical 
shape for scuba? Can you touch 
your toes? If not, how can you adjust 
a fin strap or massage a cramped 
calf? 

e Have you consciously accepted that 
you are responsible for your own 
safety? Your buddy may be a back- 
up and help but are you unreason- 
ably dependent on someone else for 
your basic safety? 


SUMMARY 
Pause, think, act are three simple 
concepts that will make your diving 
more fun. Instead of a bunch of crises 
during a dive, you will have a series of 
successes. Enjoy the friendship and ca- 
maraderie of a dive buddy but begin 
each dive by accepting responsibility for 
your own safety and well being. A buddy 
dive is a pledge to assist a partner who 

practices self-help first. = 
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Introducing our Expanded Fleet of First Class Liveaboards 


see more of the fascinating 
world below as Peter Hughes 
takes you to new and exotic 
destinations like Papua New 
Guinea and the Red Sea. Enjoy 
all the advantages of Peter’s 
o) ate [e)| ale fume 10 | >1-)aum (ome (~)i\1/>) ammaal= 
ultimate dive experience. Relax 


in the first class comfort of spa: 


cious cabins with ensuite facile, 


ties, morning coffee service; 


and sit-down dining with full- 
course meals. Have it all at your 
convenience with fully stocked 
onboard boatiques, top-notch 
dive deck services, rigid deco 
bars, and daily E-6 processing 
and video services. If you'd like 


“sto learn more about the quality 


that marks a Peter Hughes 
dive experience, visit our web 
site phone, or e-mail us today. 
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NITROX 


Wind Dancer - Bay Islands 





Sea Dancer - TUFKS & Caicos 
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Sun Dancer Il - Palau 


New 
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Moon Dancer - Red Sea 
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Fe Brina - Papua New Guinea 
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Tae @ World Standare 


CHECK OUR INTERNET PAGE FOR PERIODIC SPECIALS 
Internet: http:/Awww.winnet.net/dancer/ e-mail: dancer@winnet.net 







Photography Credits: Stephen Frink 
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BY JIM WALKER 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


} n sports, music and even dive gear, the 
most talented individual superstars 
don't make a great team until they work 
together in harmony. The designers of 
the Saba regulator were well aware of 
this. Although the first and second 
stages of the Saba (and optional Cabo 
octopus) offer many of the most ad- 
vanced features-available, what really 
sets the system apart is the way the 
components work together. Each is de- 
signed to complement the others, result- 
ing in a level of air delivery performance 
that’s hard to beat. 

The high performance Saba first stage 
is made of triple chromed marine brass 
and rated to a maximum cylinder pres- 
sure of 3,500 psi. It features a pneumati- 
cally balanced diaphragm mechanism to 
provide a stable intermediate pressure 
between 145 and 170 psi. Regardless of 
diving depth or cylinder pressure, you'll 
get the same easy breathing at the end 
of a dive as at the beginning. Additionally, 
the diaphragm design isolates moving 
parts from environmental contamination. 
(An optional antifreeze kit for the ambient 
pressure chamber can be installed by a 
Meltron technician.) 


Meltron’s Saba 


A Harmony of Performance 





The first stage has two 7%e inch high 
pressure ports and four % inch low pres- 
sure ports. The ports are angled for con- 
venient hose positioning. Two of the LP 
ports are designed for accessory attach- 
ment and provide 1,700 liters of air per 
minute. The other two LP ports are de- 
signed to supply the primary second 
stage and octopus and provide a whop- 
ping 2,400 liters per minute. 

To ensure the second stage receives 
the full, unrestricted airflow from the first, 
the Saba comes with a big bore 30 inch 
long, super flexible hose. 

The Saba second stage is an amazing 
combination of high performance features 
too numerous to entirely cover here. We'll 
highlight a few of the most important: 

The second stage is constructed of a 
special composite that is both lightweight 
and rugged. Its balanced downstream 












The Meltron regulator’s pneumatically balanced first stage (above) 
and adjustable second stage (top) provide high performance air delivery. 
The lightweight Cabo octopus (inset above) completes the system. 


KEY FEATURES 


First stage 

e High performance balanced dia- 
phragm mechanism. 

e Two high and four low pressure ports, 
angled for convenience. Primary LP 
ports have higher airflow. 


Second stage 

e Balanced downstream demand valve 
offers 900 plus liters per minute of 
alr. 

e Dual airflow adjustments; cracking 
pressure and turbo boost. 

e See-through exhaust valve inspec- 
tion plate. 


COMPARISON OF MELTRON 


REGULATORS 
Saba Cabo* 
Price $335 $255 


Internal Balanced Balanced 

Design diaphragm diaphragm 
wi/External | T-shaped, Cylindrical 
9 Design angled ports 

HP Ports {2 


HP/4 LP 1 HP/3 LP 


Yes, 
optional 


Hose 3/8” 3/8” 
Diameter 
Case/ Fiberglass Fiberglass 
Cover reinforced reinforced 
composite composite 
Valve Downstream Downstream 
Design lever action lever action 
Extra large Large 
round silicone round silicone 
Mouth- Clear Clear 
piece silicone silicone 
Warranty Limited Limited 
lifetime lifetime 


Comments |A high performance A dependable, easy 
regulator, suitable for | breathing regulator, 
all types of diving. suitable for most 
Dual adjustments on | types of diving. 
second stage allow 
diver to set airflow 
to conditions. 





SECOND STAGE 





* The Cabo second stage is available separately as an octopus ($125) 
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demand valve is matched to the first stage 
output, providing the same 145 to 170 psi 
and a flow rate of 900 plus liters per minute. 
The exhaust ports are enlarged for easy ex- 
halation and there is a unique, clear ex- 
haust valve inspection plate. This “window” 
allows you to instantly check the condition 
of the exhaust valve. 

The Saba second stage offers two ad- 
justments. First, via a knob on the left side 
of the case, the user can adjust the crack- 
ing pressure through a wide range, to in- 
crease breathing ease or tune out free- 
flow, as necessary. Second, via an adjust- 
ment ring built around the hose/case con- 
nection, the user can tune in a turbo as- 
sist, which dramatically boosts the airflow 
without increasing inhalation effort. 

Also made of a lightweight composite, 
the optional Cabo octopus is likewise 
matched to the Saba first stage. It comes 


The Saba second stage is loaded with fea- 
tures: the knob on the left adjusts sensitiv- 
ity; the turbo boost ring on the hose/case 
connection adjusts airflow; and a window 
allows visual access to the exhaust valve. 


a } gi siaga, eee poe: : 
miele pra a be a problem. | 
_ liked the idea of the primary low 
pressure ports having increased 
air low.” 
Dual airflow Lvuudtwidnts: 
“Utilizing the two second stage 
_ adjustments (cracking pressure 
and turbo boost) I could tune in 





Cl uldn't out-breathe the Saba.” 


with a 38 inch low profile hose and fea- 
tures a simple yet easy breathing design. 
Although it doesn’t have the adjustability 
of the Saba second stage, its extra long 
offset demand lever can accommodate a 
wide range of operating pressures without 
increasing inhalation effort. 

The Saba regulator has a suggested re- 
tail price of $335. The Cabo octopus is 
$125. The regulators are covered by a lim- 
ited lifetime warranty and available at your 
Meltron dealer. For Meltron product infor- 
mation or dealer inquiries, contact Dura 
Pro Systems at (800) 345-6634. = 
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Dive in surroundings that will excite and stir the imagination. 
Explore the coral reefs with qualified dive professionals to guide 
and assist you. And, on land, the finest accommodations in the 

many and varied Sunset facilities from the most comfortable 

to pampered luxury...All on a Caribbean island abounding 
with native beauty, wildlife, a National Park, plus fine dining, 
entertainment and sporting activities from horseback riding, 
snorkeling, trail biking and so much more to satisfy the most 
discriminating of vacationers. Enjoy unbeatable weather in this 
southernmost island destination below the hurricane belt. 
Ask anyone who’s been to Bonaire why they keep coming back! 


Sunset Beach Hotel 


Price Includes: 

e Roundtrip airfare from Miami to Bonaire 
e U.S. Departure Tax e U.S. Federal Taxes 
e Hotel Transfers * Welcome cocktail 
e Map of Bonaire © Bonaire Poster © Breakfast 
buffet daily except morning of departure 
e Six days of diving e One 1-tank guided boat 
dive per day © One night boat dive per stay 
e Unlimited airfills for shore diving 
e Use of tanks, weights and weightbelt 
e All service charges and taxes 
e Discounts on Budget Car Rentals 





ANT 
Because How You Get There Does Make A Ditre 


SUNSET RESORTS 
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*S6S::: 

per pers. 

dbl. occ. 
Wed. direct flight departures only. 
7 Nights, valid 4/16/96—12/15/96. 

For travel other days of the 

week Add $70 ¢ For Non-Diving 
Companion Deduct $200 ¢ 
Upgrade to 12 Boat Dive Package 
Add $80 ¢ Saturday Air Add-on 
from Atlanta $175 per person 
¢ Call for our low rates from your 
home city. Certain restrictions and 
blackout periods apply. Not 
included: Bonaire Departure Tax 
and $10 Marine Park Fee. 


"PO. Box 3299/Longwood, FL 32779 


407-774-9000/FAX 407-682-6000 


USA & CAN i Agi: 028-2288 
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Bermuda’s Megawreck Luxury Liner 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GERI MURPHY 





f all the shipwrecks scattered 

around Bermuda’s coral reefs, the 
Cristobal Colon is by far the largest and 
most awesome wreck imaginable. 
Measuring almost 500 feet in length and 
having displaced 10,800 tons, she is 
truly amegawreck—a shipwreck of be- 
hemoth proportions. 

Launched October 31, 1921, the 499 
foot long, triple deck Cristobal Colon 
was one of the most advanced and lux- 
urious Cruise ships of its day. Built in 
Ferrol, Spain, she was fitted with no less 
than eight steam boilers and two huge 
steam turbine engines that powered her 
gigantic dual propellers. This magnifi- 
cent ocean liner could cruise at 16 Knots 
and carry up to 1,100 passengers in 





my. istonal Colon 


Boat Moorings Diagram by Colin Pearson & Steve Anderson 


Ballast >) Book | 
Weights | eee Shafs Ser er area 


CS, 


Crew Room 


25 to 55 feet 


Courtesy of Scuba Look .... Spanish liner 
499.4 feet 
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three separate classes of service. She 
was operated by Chia Transatlantica of 
Barcelona, Spain. 

At the outbreak of the Spanish Civil 
War in the summer of 1936, the Cristobal 
Colon was en route from New York to 
Biloao, Spain, when a special committee 
of Spanish Loyalists took over command 
of the ship to keep it out of the hands of 
rebel forces. Evading the Spanish block- 
ade, the ship moved from port to port, 
eventually taking on a load of coal in 
Cardiff, Wales, before departing for 
Mexico to pick up guns and ammunition. 

Commanded by acrew of 160 and 
with no passengers on board, the swift 
luxury liner crossed the Atlantic at full tilt 
in an effort to carry out her mission. 
Unfortunately, her radio officer was lis- 
tening to a Spanish program from home 
instead of checking for navigational re- 


_BERMU DA DIVE OPERATORS 


The Cristobal Colon is just one of 
dozens of shipwrecks awaiting explo- 
ration. If you are interested in visiting 

: Bermuda and diving the wrecks, con- 
tact any of Bermuda’: s dive operators: 


Blue Wester Divers Co., Ltd. 
- P.O.BoxSN165 | | 
~ Southampton SN BX, Bermuda — 
(441) 234-1084 
(441) 234-3561 (fax) 
Fantasea Diving | 
Darrell’s Wharf 
1 Harbour Road — 
Paget PG 01, Bermuda | 
(441) 236- -6339 — | 
(441) 236- 8926 (fax) 


Nautilus Diving, Ltd. | 
— P.O. Box HM237 
_ Hamilton HM AX, Bermuda 
- (441) 238-2332 | : 
* (441) 295-9485 
(441) 234-5180 (fax) 
Scuba Look 
Grotto Bay Beach ae 
P.O. Box 658 ae) 
Warwick WK BX, Bermuda 
mA oonrsta | 
(441) 295-2421 (fax) — Wace 


South Side Scuba | 

SonestaBeachResort = 
— P.O. Box PG 38 

PagetPG BX,Bermuda —_T 

(441) 238- -1833 


_ (441) 236-0394 (fax) 





ports. He missed the warning about 
North Rock Point being out of order. As a 
result, the ship’s captain misidentified the 
channel lights and the Cristobal Colon 
crashed into the reef. The collision was 
horrendous and the mammoth ship went 
hard up onto the coral reef like a 
beached whale. 






Salvage attempts by local tugs proved 
fruitless and the giant ship remained on 
top of the reef, perfectly upright and rock 
solid; an impenetrable steel fortress. She 
was immovable yet from a distance she 
looked like a ship cruising the sea. In fact, 
her innocent appearance caused the 
wreckage of another ship less than a 
year later. 

In 1942, another war caused the final 
demise of the trapped luxury liner. The 
U.S. Air Force used the Cristobal Colon 
for bombing practice until she finally 
plunged beneath the surface. 

Diving the Cristobal Colon is an awe- 
some experience, primarily owing to the 
excellent underwater visibility and gigan- 
tic size of the wreck. She lies just outside 
the northernmost perimeter of Ber- 
muda’s coral reef, ten miles from the is- 
land itself. Underwater visibility at this site 
frequently exceeds 100 feet and can 
reach 150 on a good day. The wreckage 
iS Soread across two and a half acres of 
seafloor—it is approximately the size of 
two football fields. It takes at least two to 
three full dives to see this wreck site in its 
entirety. 

Diving depths range from as little as 25 
feet to as deep as 55, depending on 
which part of the wreck you are explor- 
ing. The great ship is broken into three 
major sections; the bow, the midsection 
and the stern. Each section is an inter- 
esting dive in itself. 

The bow is fairly intact and lies on its 
port side in 45 feet of water. Some of the 
deck railing is still intact, covered with 
corals and seafans. It is this area of 
wreckage that seems to attract schools 
of fish so there is a lot of activity around 
this structure. It is possible to penetrate 
and explore the bow area. 

The midsection lies on a hard coral 
bottom in 20 to 30 feet of water. Here is 
where you will find the distinctively 
shaped steam turbine engines, long 
drive shafts and a huge assortment of 
pipes, tubing, gear boxes, condensers 
and other ship machinery. Two huge 
steam boilers sit side by side, marking 
the center of the ship. Another notable 
artifact is a pair of giant ship propellers, 
one lying flat on the bottom and the other 
sitting upright. Closer to the reef lies a 
third giant steam boiler, tilted and barely 
15 feet below the surface. 

The stern lies in deeper water, averag- 
ing 50 feet. Here you can find more deck 
railing and hulls that once held bronze 
portholes. An ornate bathtub lies be- 
tween two slabs of decking and another 
can be found inside the stern. Scattered 
all across the bottom are artifacts too nu- 
merous to list—most of them cemented 
to the reef by coral encrustation. If ever 
there was a wreck that begged explo- 
ration, it would have to be the wondrous 
Cristobal Colon, =5 


WE'LL HELP 
YOU PLAN AN 
EASY ESCAPE 

To TOBAGO. 


NEW SERVICE DECEMBER 15. 


Beginning December 15, American 


and American Eagle will offer 


convenient, same-airline service to 
Tobago via San Juan from cities 
throughout the U.S. So now there’s 
an easier way for you to enjoy the 
world-class diving and snorkeling 


that Tobago offers. And, in fact, 
American and American Eagle 

offer service to 37 destinations 
on 31 islands throughout the 


Caribbean and The Bahamas. So 
when it’s time for an island escape, 


contact your Travel Agent or 


American at 1-800-624-6262 or 


http:/www.americanair.com 


AmericanArrlines’ 


American 47” 


American Airlines and American Eagle are registered 
trademarks of American Airlines, Inc. American Eagle is 


American’s regional airline associate. Schedules subject to 


change and subject to government approval. 
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wenty-five 

years ago, Art 
Pickering was one 
of the first divers to 
explore the wall off 
Providenciales’ 
Northwest Point. 
Things were differ- 
| ent then. Flights ar- 

Te rived once a week; 
Art Pickering. Art’s 22 foot Aqua- 
sport was the only dive boat and the Third 
Turtle was the only place for divers to stay. 
Today, all of that has changed. American 
Airlines flies nonstop from Miami to Provo 
twice a day. Art has a fleet of superb dive 
boats and a large selection of accommo- 
dations is readily available. What hasn't 
changed? The Turks and Caicos still have 
the same spectacular underwater visibili- 
ty, the coral colonies still grow high and 
healthy and the vertical walls are just as 
exciting. And, although the dive business 
has become more complex and the 
equipment more sophisticated, Art has in- 
sisted on retaining the casual camaraderie 
and fun diving that have been the hallmark 
of Provo Turtle Divers. Diving with the 
Turtle is like exploring new territory with 
old friends. 

Whether your goal is certification, ad- 
ditional skills or just enjoying the diving, 
Provo Turtle Divers can do It. Instruction 
is available from resort courses and 
open water certifications all the way to 
instructor. In addition to the main shop 
at the harbor, another Provo Turtle 
Divers facility is open at the Ocean Club 
condominium resort, where classes are 
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Turks & Caicos Pioneer 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


taught in one of the two pools. Naturally, 
Provo Turtle Divers has a complete line 
of rental equipment. 

Art has been striving for the best com- 
bination of comfort, safety and flexibility 
with the Provo Turtle Divers boats. The 
main boats are two 32 foot Island 
Hoppers and one 42 foot Newton, all 
custom designed. The Newton is state of 
the art, featuring an open transom for 
easy egress, two showers, a sundeck, a 
fast, stable hull and twin diesel reliability. 
One of the 
Island Hop- 
pers Is nomal- 
ly stationed 
on the south 
side of Provi- 
denciales, to 
open up as 
many diving 
areas as pos- — 


sible, regardless Stine enter othe 


Island Hoppers are also available for pri- 
vate charter or groups. A smaller, out- 
board powered boat has recently been 
re-conditioned and will be dedicated to a 
reef ecology program. Excursions with 
this boat will leave from the Ocean Club 
as part of the REEF Program. 

As early as 1970 Art was exploring the 
reefs and walls for miles around Provi- 
denciales, marking dive sites for Provo 
Turtle Divers. He discovered many of the 
Northwest Point dive sites, including 
Shark Hotel, where a deep chute cuts 
through the face of the wall, starting at 
about 100 feet and exiting at about 130. 
On West Caicos one of his favorites Is 


Patrick Miles peers 


Tajcom- Maglio. @elceh atime) i 
fol gerolamiUlelom-) ele)ale (=m 





Highway to Heaven, 
one of those dives 
Se §=6o Where the water is So 
arr atl ihe wall so sheer you have to 
keep close tabs on your depth gauge. 
When the weather cooperates, Provo 
Turtle Divers ventures farther south to 
French Cay, where the wall tapers more 
gently into the depths and is covered 
with the thickest soft corals in the Turks 
and Caicos. Mating Nurse Sharks gather 
by the hundreds each summer in the 
shallows of this remote island. Northwest 
of the Provo Turtle Divers shop is Pine 
Cay and sites such as the Football 
Field, which has a flatter reef, distinctly 
different from the rest of the Turks and 
Caicos. And, of course, right out the front 
door is Grace Bay, with its prolific corals 

(Continued on Page 52) 





Genoa _ University’s Faculty’ of 
Engineering. Thanks to its bottom lens- 
es, divers can now monitor 
the area around their 
chest, which was impos- 
sible in the past. 
Therefore, to read 
their instruments, 
they no longer have 
to lift their arms 
before their eyes, 
which sometimes 
results in = an 
awkward move- 
ment when 
underwater. In 
addition, when 
they are in the 
water, divers will 
find it easier to put 
on and take off their 
diving garments and to 
use the accessories and 
instruments usually connected 
to the B.C. vest. ESA stands out for 
another distinctive feature; it may be 
fitted with positive and negative lens- 
es at the same time, thus ensuring 
perfect vision at any distance to all 
divers. All the above characteristics 
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Like all truly 
ingenious ideas, 
ESA is extremely 
simple. This mask, 
equally suitable for beginners and 
experienced divers, brilliantly solves 
all underwater vision problems since it 
mounts six lenses instead of the tradi- 
tional two. It is a true revolution in the 
diving mask sector, certainly the most 
important after the the introduction of 








the nose pocket. First and foremost, 
the field of vision is enlarged both lat- 
erally and downwards, thus creating a 


explain why ESA is the ideal mask for 
anyone who wishes to get the most 
out of diving. 





full-immersion effect, as certified by 
the test reports issued by the institute 
of Technology and Mechanics of 





These products are CE certified in 
compliance with the new European 


regulations. 


WHEN THE SEA IS ABOVE 


mares 


MARES AMERICA CORPORATION 
Shore Pointe, One Selleck St. 
Norwalk, Connecticut 06855 | 
1.800.874.3236 - Fax: 1.800.253.8509 
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TECHNIFACTS 


An Old Depth Recor 


} n the world of div- 
ing the two most 
nebulous things are 
shipwrecks and 
depth records. 
Many of both are 
ancient and almost 
mythical. As we try 
to separate reality 
from fiction, they become important to 
us. This Technifacts will recount the sto- 
ry of one very old diving depth record 
that has not been a record for a very 
long time. 

On March 25, 1915, the U.S. sulbma- 
rine F-4 sank in 306 feet of water off the 
entrance to Honolulu Harbor, Hawaii. 
The consensus was that salvaging a ves- 
sel, even a submarine, from such a depth 
was impossible. However, the Navy 
needed to know what had caused the 
sinking with the loss of all hands. In spite 








BY E.R. CROSS 


of many setbacks, the F-4 was located 
and divers prepared it for salvage. 

It was decided to raise the sub using 
huge pontoons. Giant anchor chains 
were dragged under the F-4 by tugs. 
Divers Laughlen and Crilley secured the 
chains.Crilley made the first dive to 306 
feet and was at the decompression stage 
when Laughlen made his dive. Laughlen 
became fouled, owing partly to nitrogen 
narcosis and partly to surge, which 
washed him into the rigging. Crilley de- 
scended from his decompression stop 
and worked until he had freed a severely 
injured Laughlen. Eventually, the sub was 
dragged into 60 feet of water and brought 
to the surface with pontoons. The F-4 
was finally dry docked and the cause of 

(Continued on Page 27) 


Right: Off California in 1963, Murray D. 
Black made a record dive to 321 feet us- 
ing a Mark V helmet and compressed air. 


At Magazine’s Laucala (La-tha-la) Island, you are 
treated to a world of space and choices beyond compare. 
All wrapped in the friendly and warm Fijian hospitality that itself 


knows no bounds. 


Cou full service dive operation will cater to your every 
need...there are no time tables or schedules. You decide 





when and we’ll take you to over thirty world class dive sites 

nearby our spectacular island located in the Northern Group 

of the Fiji Islands. If you don’t want to dive, you can fish, 

windsurf, snorkel, play tennis or do nothing at all. Anytime. 
our accommodations, a private 


bure, is located on the beach and FORBE 
features all the modern comfortsand # AANA? Boks 

conveniences you willneed. Ourstaff MAGAZINE’S jf 

will prepare your meals, make upyour FIJI ISLAND & 
_bure andcatertoyourspecid reach ————— 





eee 


In a Fiji Foroes Laucala world, you get to 
experience paradise without a limitation in sight! 
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| cant remember when Ive. felt So AAVENTUVOVG.... 


Cayman Brac is everything you imagine when you 
dream of the perfect vacation...Crystal clear seas, 
tropical breezes, white sand beaches, friendly islanders 















and, of course, world famous diving and 
adventure. In fact, Cayman Brac is proba- 
bly more than you imagined. 

This tiny 12-mile island begins with low- 








lying land to the west 
and culminatesina 
140-foot towering 
limestone bluff to the 
east. A walk along the 
southern coast re- 
veals a dramatic and 
picturesque shore- 
liné aS you approach 
the base of the bluff. 
Gaze upward and 
note that the bluff is 
dotted with caves that 
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were once used by pirates to hide their 
loot. Several Caves offer the casual 
explorer easy access and interesting 
photo opportunities with age-old 
stalactites descending from the ceiling 
like pre-historic chandeliers. 

Perhaps one of the most enjoyable ac- 
tivities available in Cayman Bracisa 
leisurely bike-ride around the island. 
This is a perfect way to get to know the 
local residents, called “Brackers.” 


R fi y 
We PecERPNNRH Terror erence reemme 


Tineceeaeatrereereeerter eee 


Pause to say “hello” and you'll likely 
find yourself listening to a fascinating 
tale of island history. Stop by the 
Cayman Brac Museum to view arti- 
facts that show you what life was 
like “in the old days.” 
With just more than 
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1,000 full-time 

residents, the only 
crowds youll find in 
Cayman Brac are the 
schools of tarpon 
underwater. The 
calm, clear Caribbean 
waters Surrounding 


“The Brac” run a 
balmy 78°F —84°F 
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year-round. A lightweight dive suit is 
plenty to keep you comfortable on any 

of Cayman Brac’s 40 moored dive 
sites spanning the north and south 
coasts. With only 5 dive operations 
visiting these sites, you'll feel like 
you're on your own private island. 









Accommodations 


Brac Airport Inn 





























While staying on Cayman (800) 327-3835 
Brac you'll have a chance to (345) 948-1323 
visit the only divable Rus- Brac Caribbean Beach Village 
sian warship in the Western Condos 
Hemisphere. Just a 15 to (800) 791-7911 
ZO Minute Doat ride trom (345) 948-2265 
most resorts, the 430 foot Brac Haven Villas 
long Capt. Keith Tibbetts (345) 948-2473 
site upright ana completely Brac Reef Beach Resort 
intact in crystal clear wa- (800) 327-38 


(345) 948-1323 

Divi Tiara Beach Resort 
(800) 367-3484 

(345) 948-1553 

La Esperanza 

(800) 327-8777 

(345) 948-0531 

Blackie’s Seaview Hotel 
(345) 948-0232 


Dive Operat Ove 


Brac Aquatics 
(800) 544-2722 
(345) 948-1429 
Dive Tiara 
(800) 367-3484 
(345) 948-1553 


bere Suiik i ep 
Tember, 19900, the 
wreck comes within 10 
feet of the surface at 
three spots; her stern 
lies in 5& feet of wa- 
ter, her bow in 79. The 
gun turrets fore and 
aft, intended ag in- 
struments of de- 
struction, arénowa 
divers’ playground. 


Reef Divers 
(800) 327-3835 
! : e The host of accom- (345) 948-1453 
2) Te eee Ei modations on Cayman 
al TAIT 7. Brac offers everything t 
<n A z i £ from efficiency apart- Trane ovtation 
<a, le ments and condos to 
: a a fh full service, all-inclusive Brac Hertz Car Rental 
beachfront resorts. (345) 948-1515 
Whether you dream of Four D’s Car Rental 


. (345) 948-1599 
Shy SNe T & D Avis Car Rental 
Wee Nn 23 9 | (345) 948-2847 


relaxing in your own 


iat 


private villa, diving in 
Warn, Clears Water 
that’s loaded with 
Triendaly Marie lite or 
sipping a cool arink in a 
laminock Under tive 





“Those who dive us, 
love us.” 


; Se es ———— : CAYMAN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM 
| —— Grand Cayman (345) 949-0623 
Anal then theve Was he YOMaANCE... Chicago (847) 678-6446 
teapots came Te ORURRE Houston (713) 461-1317 
! Los Angeles (213) 738-1968 


= ee = = 
TP mae 


palm trees, you'll 


be able to live your Miami (305) 266-2300 

fa ntasy on Cay New York (212) 682-5582 

man Brac. Canada (416) 485-1550 
Cayinan Prac, Spain (93) 414-0210 

It’s more than you Germany (69) 72-63-42 

imagined and all United Kingdom (171) 491-7771 

you ever wanted a Italy (02) 4801-2068 


vacation to be. Japan (03) 3545-6187 











TECHNIFACTS 
(Continued from Page 26) 


her sinking determined. 

Crilley’s and Laughlen’s dives were re- 
markable considering the equipment 
available 80 years ago. For many years 
306 feet remained a record depth for hel- 
met equipment and compressed air. In 
the Navy, it may still be a record dive for 
the Mark V helmet rig on compressed air. 

In helmet diving the volume and pres- 
sure of the air is of utmost importance. 
Primarily this is to prevent any buildup 
of COs from the diver’s exhaled breath. 
A steady supply of air at a pressure of 
at least 50 psi more than bottom pres- 
sure is considered mandatory. The vol- 
ume of air must be more than 4.5 cfm 
at depth to provide adequate circula- 
tion through the helmet. In the salvage 
of the F-4, air compressors could not 
meet the diver’s needs. Instead, the 
divers used high pressure air from tor- 
pedo air flasks. The propellers of some 
torpedoes are driven by a large volume 
of compressed air; some by steam and 
some by electric motors. In torpedoes 
driven by compressed air, about half 
the length of the torpedo is the com- 
pressed air flask. The F-4 divers used 
the large volume of air stored in torpedo 
air flasks as their main source of air. 

In 1963, a 20 inch effluent discharge 
pipeline was pulled into deep water off 
the Southern California coast. When 
the line was in place some diver work 
was needed to get the seaward end 
ready for effluent discharge. Depth 
recorder images showed the end of the 
pipe in 321 feet of water. 

One of the divers was a veteran com- 
mercial diver Charles C. Isbell. Murray D. 
Black was the second diver. A third diver 
was also present. An underwater TV rig 
had been installed on the end of the pipe 
and Isbell watched the third diver ona 
topside TV screen. On the bottom this 
man landed beside the pipe. He was ob- 
served to almost immediately grasp a fit- 
ting and begin to sway back and forth. 
Inquiry over the intercom indicated he 
was having trouble with nitrogen narco- 
sis. Isbell told the crew to pull the diver up 
and he was instructed to prepare to as- 
cend. Almost immediately the diver float- 
ed off the bottom and began rising, faster 
and faster as depth decreased. He blew 
all the way to the surface and lay spread 
eagle and unconscious on the surface. 
He was immediately hauled to the dive 
platform and hoisted on board. His hel- 
met and weights were quickly removed 
and he was placed in the hyperbaric 
chamber. Isbell went into the chamber 
with the stricken diver. When he had sta- 
bilized, Isbell locked out of the chamber 

(Continued on Page 48) 
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DTV 


FLAMINGO BEACH RESORT oo 
& CASINO ” 


IMPROVED and AFFORDABLE! 


Dive Resorts and Peter Hughes Dive Bonaire 
is pleased to inform you 
that we have begun the refurbishment process. 


Bas cseseiscieetee 


To date, we have completed refurbishing more than 50 rooms at 
Divi Flamingo. In addition, we have started the upgrade of 
Peter Hughes Dive Bonaire. We have already re-powered and 
rebuilt one boat and a second boat is soon to receive her new 
engines. This process is scheduled to continue throughout 1997. 
To further entice you, we are offering all divers the 
opportunity to experience our refurbished and upgraded 
product at a price so affordable even our competition is amazed. 


STAY FREE (7th night) 
7 Night Dive Packages 
Start at $784 


Phter-tpghes Diving 


Pay for 6 nights and receive one night free. Offer applies to dive packages and free night applies 
only to accommodations. Price quoted is based on a standard room, per person, double 
occupancy. This offer is subject to availability and may not be combined with any other special 
offers, discounted packages, or group travel. Valid from 1/4/97 to 2/7/97 and 3/1/97 to 3/28/97. 
For reservations and information call 800-367-3484 or 919-419-3484. 

Single? Ask about our discounted packages for single travelers. 
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TIARA BEACH RESORT 


CHOICE...A Divers Right! 


At Peter Hughes Dive Tiara, you have the choice of: 
¢ 50 Dive Sites - walls, reefs, wrecks 

e 5 Custom Designed Dive Boats 

e 3,2 or 1 daytime boat dives per day 

¢ Night Dives 

e 2 Islands - Little Cayman and Cayman Brac 

e 3 Room Types - Standard, Deluxe and Luxury 

e 3 Meal Plans - or no meal plan at all 

¢ Dedicated Dive Boats for groups of 16 or more 


And between dives you can play tennis or volleyball, explore 
the island on a bike or moped, hike the bluff, swim in our 
protected lagoon or fresh water pool, fish, belly-up to the | 

beach bar and enjoy a tropical cocktail, visit our PADI 5 STAR 7 “4 

dive and photo centers, or you can simply relax in your choice —_: eal 

of a beachside chaise lounge or hammock. The hardest choice 
you'll have to make is whether to leave our island on schedule 4h dh 
or stay a few days to further experience our paradise! 8 8 a8 Ms oe ae ae 


3 Night Packages from $306 
(800) 367-3484 


Package Price quoted is per person, based on double occupancy and includes daily 
breakfast and dinner. Package is valid from 1/4/97 to 12/19/97 and includes 
unlimited daytime boat dives as scheduled. For Reservations and information on 
other available packages call 800-367-3484 or 919-419-3484. 

Are you single? Be sure to ask about our discounted singles package. 

Dive Cayman Brac’s newest dive site....A RUSSIAN DESTROYER. 
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c; athy Church has added a second 
photo center and gallery on Grand 
Cayman. Now there’s one in the Seven 
Mile Beach area as well as the one at 
Sunset House. The new gallery is upstairs 
at the Red Sail Sports Building at Coconut 
Place across from the Holiday Inn. 

Meanwhile, Cathy’s original Under- 
water Photo Centre and Gallery is still 
going strong at Sunset House, near 
George Town. This location is home to 
Cathy’s week long Super Courses (she 
started teaching them on Grand 
Cayman in 1972) and the daily afternoon 
classes, which have been popular for 
many years. 

The new gallery is delightful. It is 
crammed with hundreds of beautiful un- 
derwater photographs taken by Cathy 
and her husband, Herb Rafael. Many of 
these photographs have appeared in 
Cathy’s numerous books and articles, 


Cathy Church's 


while others are shown here for the first 
time. Spinner racks offer more than 50 
images in the 8 by 10 inch format and the 
walls are covered with larger pho- 
tographs ranging from 11 by 14 inch toa 
whopping 30 by 40 inches. All are print- 
ed on Fuji Super Hi Gloss paper for 
archival quality. Many are also available 
as refrigerator magnets. 

The largest prints are awesome. The 
tiny schooling Silversides in the Grotto 
become life sized and you feel as though 
you are in the Grotto among them. The 
photos can be promptly shipped at no 
extra charge, with or without your choice 
of double mat and frame. 

Cathy has just added 11 new prints to 
her South Pacific collection, including 
Kissing Clowns, Blue Christmas Tree 
(photographed on a stunning white coral) 
and her latest favorite, Cathy’s Corals, a 
subtle pastel soft coral scene from Fifi. 

Most of the regular photo center ser- 
vices are available at the new location. 
You can pick up and return underwater 
camera and video rentals (and view your 


New Underwater Photo 
Centre and Gallery 


Now There 
are [woon 
Grand Cayman 





A North Wall 
Sy woken > aon 
: \ Gay \ ; 
ot Grand Cayman 
{ ee pa Ny co 


es 


Cathy Church 
Photo Centres & Galleries ‘ 






The new Photo Centre and Galleryfat Red 
Sail Sports’ Coconut Place is fully stocked 
Wi taMalelace(ccieicee)melercl0itli0| ROJAN sl alej cele] ec)e) aioe 
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videotape) at either center. Both loca- 
tions offer Cathy’s famous free mini-les- 
son and keep a complete stock of shirts, 
hats, film, batteries, books, camera lens- 
es and accessories and even some won- 
derful gift items. 

The Coconut Place center is open dai- 
ly until 9:00 pm. The two locations and 
the late hours are especially convenient. 

A special attraction at the Coconut 
Place location are the exquisite carvings 
of graceful sea creatures that Cathy 
brings back from her annual photogra- 
phy tours to the Solomon Islands. Made 
of such fine woods as ebony, each Is 
signed and includes a photo of Cathy 
with the carver. 

Most of Cathy’s staff members are 
certified divers and photographers. If 
they don’t have the answer, they know 
where to find Cathy. Except for Cathy’s 
photo tours to the South Pacific twice a 
year, she and Herb are usually at one of 
the photo centers. 

You can order photos, framed or un- 
framed, or request a full color brochure of 
the Cathy Church Collection by calling 
(800) 934-3661. Or, write to Cathy 
Church Collection, 514 Chenango Street, 
Binghamton, NY 13901-2197. 

For information about Cathy Church's 
other services, such as photo tours and 
courses, contact her directly on Grand 
Cayman at (809) 949-7415 or e-mail to 
cathy@cathychurch.com. You will find 
many of her images, as well as other in- 
formation on her tours and courses, by 
checking out her Web Site at http:// 
www.cathychurch.com. = 
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BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY WAYNE HASSON 


oco Island, 250 miles off Costa 

Rica’s Pacific Coast, is where ad- 
vanced divers go when they want elec- 
trifying, once in a lifetime experiences. 
Coco is the playground of Marble Rays, 
Pilot Whales, False Killer Whales, Whale 
Sharks and Hammerheads. It’s where 
schools of jacks and tuna are so large 
they block the sun, where the next 
creature that fins by might be a Marlin 
or a Sailfish. 

Any dive destination featuring such 
large marine life, however, is a bit off the 
beaten path. After you leave Puntarenas, 
Costa Rica, you'll soend 36 hours at sea 
before reaching Coco Island. When 


you re going to spend so many hours 
cruising, you'll want to be comfortable. 
The Okeanos Aggressor, now inits 
eighth year of diving Coco, has just been 
completely refitted. There are 11 brand 
new staterooms, each with its own pri- 
vate head, vanity and shower. The 
rooms now have either a full sized lower 
bunk and an upper single or two single 
bunks. There are eight staterooms below 









decks, three on 
the upper deck. 

The rest of the 
Okeanos Aggressor is also like new and 
there are new services, such as nitrox 
and rebreather training and certification 
(through TDI). There are also rebreathers 
on board for guest use. Photographers, 
especially, will find this option attractive. 
Fewer bubbles increase the odds of get- 
ting closer to large marine life. 

THE BOAT: Built in 1972, the120 foot 
long Okeanos Aggressor has a 24 foot 
beam. She cruises at 10 knots and has a 
3,000 mile range. She can carry 8,500 
gallons of fuel and 1,500 gallons of wa- 
ter. Her watermaker has a capacity of 
3,000 gallons. This Aggressor Is equip- 
ped with GPS, two radars, two VHF ra- 
dios, two depth recorders, weather fax, 
single sideband radio, two hydraulic 
cranes, two inflatable dive dinghies, two 
5,000 psi Mako compressors with a 
large cascade air storage system and, 
last but not least, a helicopter pad. 

The dive deck has two freshwater 
showers. This is also where guests have 
their own personal gear lockers. Tanks 
are secured in racks above the lockers. 
Many Okeanos Aggressor guests are 

(Continued on Page 142) 
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WEST WALLS 

SOUTH WALLS 
NORTH WALLS 
STINGRAY CITY 
COMPUTER DIVING 
PRIVATE CHARTERS 
SAIL/SNORKEL TRIPS 


(ALL 
FREE 
From $43 /day 


Cayman Airways 
AIRPORT/CONDO PICK UPS 
CAR RENTALS 


AMBASSADORS 
SEAVIEW 

CORAL CAYMANIAN 
SLEEP INN 

INDIES SUITES 


RADISSON 
WESTIN $1090 $1520 


Prices are based on double occupancy & include a two tank boat dive everyday except day of arrival 
and day of departure. Unlimited shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes. 


Cayman 
Airways 


e 
“Those Who Fly Us, a 
Love Us” e 


DIVE BOATS 
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45 AMAZON" 

45" “AFRICAN GREY” 
31° “CONURE" 

28° “TOUCAN” 

42° “LORIKEET” 

60° “COCKATOO” 


OUR 3Nts 5Nts 7Nts 


FAVORITE $417 $685 $767 





PERCH Cayman’s ONLY choice for the dedicated diver 


CAYMAN CONDOS 


3 Nts 
$379 
$405 
$421 
$424 
$437 


5 Nts 7 Nts 
TARQUYNN MANOR 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 
BEACHCOMBER 
GRAPETREE/COCOPLUM 
LONDON HOUSE 

VILLAS OFTHEGALLEON $493 


LACOVIA = $559 = $922 


Prices are based on quad occupancy & include a two tank boat dive everyday except day of arrival 
and day of departure. Unlimited shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes. 
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BY E.R. CROSS 


n encounter with a ship- 

wreck will arouse an emo- 
tional response from nearly ev- 
eryone. For a diver, an under- 
water encounter will likely in- 
spire deep, profound feelings 
that are difficult to analyze. 
Wreck exploration is compa- 
rable to mountain climbing. 
The higher and steeper the 
mountain the more difficult 
the assault to win the peak. 
The deeper and larger the 
wreck the more dive plan- 
ning is needed to achieve 
successful penetration. A 
wreck dive may be an easy 
swim around the turret of 
the battleship Massachusetts, : 
awash in the warm waters off Pensacola, 
Florida. It can also be a remotely operat- 
ed, high technology exploration of the 
Bismarck in more than three miles of 
cold North Atlantic Ocean. The wreck 
must be explored because it is there. 

For at least 9,000 years, watercraft of 
ancient and modern mariners have used 
the navigable waters of the world as thor- 
oughfares. Casualty statistics tell us 
these waters have always been danger- 
ous. Through the centuries, natural haz- 
ards combined with human error have 
led to more than one million shipwrecks. 

Beginning about 100 years ago, 
nearly every ship disaster, regardless of 


ede 
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size, was big news. 
This was owing mainly 
to the arrival of radio at 
sea and extends to to- 
day’s almost instanta- 
neous worldwide TV 
coverage. The full impact 
of each shipwreck has 
depended on the size of 
the vessel, the number of 
the crew and the fate of 
passengers. Also, the 
cargo, the cause of the 
disaster, the action of 
passengers and how the 
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crew responded added to the drama. 

Except possibly for Noah’s Ark there 
will likely be no agreement on the five 
best known and most memorable ship- 
wrecks. Admittedly, many circumstances 
created and sustained a worldwide emo- 
tional response to the five we have cho- 
sen. All disasters had political implica- 
tions, including some that affected diving 
and divers. 


THE MONITOR 

For 133 years, the rapidly corroding re- 
mains of the Monitor were lost to the world 
because of the environment in which she 
was resting. Soon after divers found the 
scattered, heavily corroded plates the 
vessel was again “lost.” This time it was 
buried in bureaucratic red tape. 

If you counted the heavy steel over- 
hanging deck, the Monitor was only 172 
feet long with a 41 foot beam. She was 
not very much of a warship but she was 


received orders to engage the Con- 
federate ironclad Virginian, popularly still 
Known by her previous name, Merrimack. 
On Sunday morning, March 9, the two 
vessels approached each other. Thou- 
sands of sightseers lined the shores and 
the decks of nearby vessels to witness the 
engagement. When the vessels were less 
than a mile apart a gunnery duel began 
that changed naval history forever. Even 
when the hulls were alongside, scraping 
together, cannon shot bounced off the 
ironclad hulls. Both vessels suffered minor 
damage. Steel fragments injured Captain 
Worden. He turned command over to ex- 
ecutive officer Greene. While this was be- 
ing done, the Monitor ran aground. The 
Merrimack, nearly out of ammunition and 
leaking from damage suffered previously, 
thought she had defeated the Monitor. At 
12:30 pm she headed for the Navy Yard 
for protection and repair. Both sides even- 
tually claimed victory. 


882 feet and a displacement of nearly 
66,000 tons she was the largest and most 
opulent vessel of her time. 

Great pomp and ceremony, and an 
equal amount of publicity, surrounded the 
launching of the Titanic on May 31, 1911. 
Not quite one year later, on April 10, 
1912, she sailed for New York on her 
maiden and only voyage. The vessel 
struck an iceberg in the North Atlantic just 
before midnight on April 14. This “unsink- 
able vessel” sank a few hours later on 
April 15, 1912, in water more than 13,000 
feet deep. More than 1,500 people died 
when she sank. Among the many wealthy 
passengers who died were 10 American 
millionaires, including Colonel John Jacob 
Aster and Benjamin Guggenheim. 

After a two month search in the sum- 
mer of 1985, a joint U.S. and French team 
located the Titanic. Reports of survivors 
indicated the Titanic started to break up 
as she sank. The search team found she 
had landed on the bottom in two major 
pieces and left a large field of debris, in- 
cluding tons of coal. Surprisingly, all the 
pieces of the giant hull sit upright. 


yA. =. | 

\ \ _ fa ea Ae A joint expedition visited the Titanic 
\ a g “— again in 1986. In 1987, there was at least 
ST ed | ee) one other expedition, this one by a French 


team that salvaged a large number of 


unusual. Barely one foot of hull floated 
above the water. On top of the hull was a 
circular revolving turret nine feet high and 
20 feet in diameter. Two large cannons 
projected through opposite sides on the 
eight inch thick turret. Thick steel bars 
bolted together covered her sides and 
deck. She was launched March 8, 1862; 
the Civil War was not yet one year old. She 
was towed south from New York toward 
Chesapeake Bay and she came close to 
sinking twice during the voyage. It was 
evening when Captain J. L. Worden took 
a bearing on the southern tip of Cape 
Charles. He signaled the tug and the pilot 
to make a right turn. The Monitor headed 
into Chesapeake Bay toward the blockad- 
ing Confederate fleet and into history. 

It was night when the Monitor moored 
alongside the Roanoke. Captain Worden 
reported to his squadron commander and 
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Later, on May 8, the Monitor returned 
and shelled the fort at Sewell’s Point. In 
December 1862, she was again under 
tow in heavy seas. As usual, she was tak- 
ing on a great deal of water. Finally, she 
sank some 20 miles off Cape Hatteras in 
230 feet of water with a loss of four offi- 
cers and 12 crew. 

Divers located the wreckage of the 
Monitor in 1973. Soon after, in January 
1974, the National Oceanic and Atmos- 
oheric Administration (NOAA) declared the 
site a Marine Sanctuary. Now the battle for 
the Monitor began. A few politically cor- 
rect divers were deemed qualified to dive 
the rusted remains. Considered not quali- 
fied were those who had made dozens of 
dives to locate and identify the vessel. 
The favored few had several articles pub- 
lished and produced a commercial video. 
Other divers took up the fight to gain per- 
mission to dive the wreck. Recently, 
qualified divers were al- 

lowed, by per- 
mit, to dive the 
remnants. The 
battle for the 
Monitor may 
have just begun. 


THE TITANIC 
The sinking of 
the Titanic is 
considered the 
world’s greatest 
maritime disaster. 
With a length of 






relics from the debris field and the vessel. 

The shattered, badly corroded hulk of 
the Titanic was never a monument to the 
dead. Long ago they became part of the 
sea and its creatures. All who live on real- 
ize the real inheritance from the Titanic 
tragedy is the improvements in safety at 
sea for all vessels, crew and passengers; 
including divers. 


THE LUSITANIA 

Ads in New York papers and direct con- 
tact warned many passengers and crew 
that the Lusitania might be sunk while in 
the war zone. The lure of the lovely Lusi- 
tania, however, was all powerful. There 
were nearly 2,000 souls on board when 
she sailed on her crossing to destruction. 

She arrived in New York on her maiden 
voyage on September 7, 1907. She left 
New York on her fatal voyage on May Day 
in 1915. Between those fateful days she 
made more than 200 Atlantic crossings. 
Like the Titanic the Lusitania was big and 
fast. She could set a course and cruise at 
a Steady 21 knots for days. In 1915,a 
state of war existed between England and 
Germany. The United States remained 
neutral although most Americans were 
partial to England and her allies. 

The consensus of passengers and 
crew was that, at a soeed of 21 Knots, no 
German submarine could overtake this 
palatial vessel. Also, there would be many 
American passengers on board. The feel- 
ing was that Germany would not dare risk 
the lives of Americans by sinking a vessel 

(Continued on Page 66) 
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l usw CAMERAS 





Pioneer's 


SeaLife Reefmaster 


Super Easy Underwater Snapshots 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


he undersea world is so exciting that, 
sooner or later, many divers want to 
share it with friends and loved ones via 
photographs. Lots of us go into this ina 
big way, becoming hardcore U/W pho- 
tographers with extensive, expensive 
equipment. If all you want to do, howev- 
er, is take snapshots now and again, the 
Sealife Reefmaster may be the answer. 
The SeaLife Reefmaster is a compact 
385mm camera with its own waterproof 


housing. Along with everything you need 
to prepare and use it, the camera and 
housing fit neatly into a super sturdy, 
bright yellow 10% by 9% by 5 inch air and 
water-tight resin case. Cradled by the 
custom cut foam inside, the camera and 
housing are ready to go anywhere you 
go. The price for all this is just $199. 

The system is not only compact and 
affordable, it’s also Super easy to use. It 
comes with an illustrated booklet that 
tells clearly and concisely exactly how to 
set it up and use tt. 

SEALIFE REEFMASTER CAMERA: Just 4/4 
inches long, 1% inches wide and 2% inch- 
es tall, the camera has a minimum of 
controls: on/off switch, shutter release, 
film rewind and flash override. It is pow- 
ered by two AA alkaline batteries, widely 
available in grocery and drug stores. 
Loading film and changing the batter- 
ies—exceptionally simple tasks—are the 
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Top right: Cat Holloway and the SeaLife 
Reefmaster, a 35mm camera with its 
own housing. The Whitetip Reef Shark 
(above left) was photographed with this 
camera system at Fiji’s E-6 Cathedral. 


hardest things you’ll have to do. When in 
the housing, the camera’s flash is always 
on and the film advances automatically 
after the shutter is released. 

SEALIFE REEFMASTER HOUSING: Only 
slightly larger than the camera, the water 
resistant housing is clear Lexan with a 
protective yellow rubber coating. The 
two parts are held together by two stain- 
less steel latches and sealed with an O- 
ring. The housing comes with a wrist lan- 
yard and a sports finder (to help frame 
the photos). On the outside there’s an 
on/off dial and a shutter release. Clear 
ports allow you to see the frame counter, 
the green flash ready light and the cam- 

(Continued on Page 50) 





The Bahamas 
DISCOVER OUR DIVERSITY 


_ ee | | Re 
I-800-366-DIVE 
or one of these 
Bahamas Dive Operators: 








Abaco 
Brendal’s Dive Shop......... 800-780-9941 
DIVE AIDACO wi cccciscsssvcccecccnes 800-247-5338 


Great Abaco Beach 

Undersea Adventures ...... 800-327-8150 
Spanish Cay Diving.......... 809-365-0083 
Walker’s Cay 

Undersea Adventures ...... 800-327-8150 


Andros 

Small Hope Bay Lodge ....800-223-6961 
Bimini 

Bimini Undersea 
ACVeNntureS...........ccceceeeeees 800-348-4644 


Cat Island 
Cat Island Dive Center .....809-342-3053 
Fernandez Bay Village......800-940-1905 


Eleuthera/ Harbour Island 


Romora Bay Club............. 809-333-2323 
Valentine’s Dive Center ....800-383-6480 
Exuma 

Exuma Fantasea .............. 800-760-0700 
Grand Bahama/ Freeport 

The Underwater 

Explorers Society ............. 800-992-DIVE 
Xanadu Undersea 
ACVeNtureS...........ceceeeeeeees 800-327-8150 
Long Island 

Stella Maris Resort........... 800-426-0466 
New Providence/Nassau 

Bahama Divers...............5- 800-398-DIVE 
Custom Aquatics ............. 809-362-1492 
Dive Dive Dive.................. 800-368-3483 
Diver’s Haven...............008 809-393-0869 


Nassau Scuba Centre...... 800-327-8150 
Stuart Cove’s 


Dive South Ocean ............ 800-879-9832 
ROW BIVENS. lici..c.ccciesccicenss 800-298-4786 
Sunskiff Divers ................. 800-331-5884 
San Salvador 

PIGINO| ROCK IAN ..24...0...cc00. 800-272-1492 


Live-Aboard Dive Boats 

Blackbeard’s Cruises....... 800-327-9600 
Bottom Time Adventures .800-234-8464 
Nekton Diving Cruises .....800-899-6753 


Out Island Voyages .......... 800-241-4591 
ICE DAGON wii veccecccccdsarsetats 954-522-0161 
Sea Fever Diving Cruises .800-443-3837 
The Dream Team.............. 800-741-5335 


© 1995, Bahamas Ministry of Tourism/Bahamas Diving Association 
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AIR COMPRESSORS 


Bauer Utilus-10G 
Portable Compressor 


Become a Go Anywhere Diver 


with this 


Portable Powerhouse 


BY TY SAWYER 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J.CARDONE 
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E xtended scuba explorations while 
camping or boating in a remote area 
are rather difficult without a portable air 
source. If you want the freedom to dive 
as much as you desire wherever you may 
be, then you would do well to look into 
the Bauer Utilus-10G. This compact, ul- 
tra reliable compressor can fill a tank with 
pure air in less than 20 minutes, any- 
where. Unlimited air and complete inde- 
pendence is no problem with this per- 
sonal, portable powerhouse. 


PORTABILITY AND USABILITY 

The Utilus-10G is 30 inches long, 14 
inches wide and 20 inches tall. It weighs 
only 97 pounds fully assembled and can 
be separated into two parts, each with its 
own handle, for ease of carrying and 
storage. Its compact size makes it very 
travel friendly. It fits nicely into most car 
trunks or tucks tidily away into an out of 
the way place on a boat. 

The Utilus-10G pumps 4.3 cubic feet per 
minute, filling an 80 cubic foot tank from 
500 to 3,000 psi inamere 19 minutes. 

For convenient tank positioning, there is 
a six foot long, “%« inch, 5,000 psi rated 
Parflex high pressure filler hose witha 
chrome plated, forged brass yoke rated to 
4,000 psi (the intermediary line valve is rat- 


Inset: With the Utilus-10G V-belt cover 
removed, it is easy to exchange or re- 
move an engine via a hinged motor 
plate. Above: Using the recoil starter. 


ed to 6,000 psi for extra safety). To moni- 
tor airfills, there is a large faced 5,000 psi 
pressure gauge. But, if you are in the mid- 
dle of a tall tale or are otherwise distracted 
during the airfill, all three compressor 
stages are protected by overpressure re- 
lief valves (first stage: 116 psi; second 
stage: 1,150 psi; third stage: 3,200 psi) to 
prevent accident or damage. In fact, this 
compressor features a number of failsafes 
and safety valves, described in detail in the 
manual. Conversely, there is a pressure 
maintaining valve that automatically clos- 
es an outlet in order to prevent pressure 
inside the air filter from dropping below 
2,000 psi. This ensures the filter will re- 
main contaminant and moisture free. 


AIR FILTRATION SYSTEM 
since an air compressor is an under- 
water life support system, the tolerance 
for deviation in air quality is virtually nil. 
Thus, the filtration system has to work 
perfectly, with a dependability you don’t 
(Continued on Page 126) 








he Florida Keys are the world’s most accessible 

tropical dive paradise. The ability to simply drive 
down U.S. Highway 1 and enter a world of quality scu- 
ba options without the hassle of customs and immigra- 
Telabm=).coial-laleliaremelelac-ialenvmelall=y-lealalem-Mal-N i ml-tale[er-le[- 
has obvious appeal to millions of visitors annually. As 
seen from the air, the 200 islands of the Florida Keys a 
appear as emeralds scattered across a turquoise sea. 





TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY STEPHEN FRINK 























The island chain 
arcs gently to the 
southwest at the end 
of the Florida Penin- 
sula but only 30 of 
these islands are con- 
nected by the bridges 
and roadway of the 
Overseas Highway. 

The sheer size and 
diversity of this popu- 
lar dive destination 
create some confu- 
sion in terms of where to stay 
and where to dive, if only be- 
cause of the bewildering array 
of fine choices. Many people 
have only one week of vaca- 
tion time to spend in the Keys 
and they naturally want to 
pack the most diving into the 
fewest days. Most opt fora 
single resort and a single dive 
operator. This allows visitors to 
immerse themselves in the 
best that location has to offer. 
Yet, there are others whose 
sense of adventure requires 
them to see as much as possi- 
ble and experience the great- 
est variety imaginable. For this 
type of diver, | propose the 
Florida Keys Dream Dive Tour. 
This is a hypothetical holiday, 
of course, but it does give a 
sense of what might be done if 
divers drove south to the Keys, 
either in their own cars or in 
rental cars after arriving at 
Miami International by air. 

SATURDAY: It’s about an 
hour’s drive from the Miami 
airport to the northernmost is- 
land in the chain, Key Largo. A 
simple glance at the skyline 
dotted with red and white 
divers down flags will reveal 
this is a serious dive destination. Note 
that most addresses in the Florida Keys 
relate to a Mile Marker number, with zero 
at Key West and about 112 at the line 
separating Monroe County (the Keys) 
from Dade County (Miami). The entrance 
to the terrestrial aspect of John 
Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park is at 
Mile Marker 102.5 but the appeal of this 
36 year old marine preserve is offshore, 
from the coast to the three mile limit. 
Here are the mangrove system and shal- 
low reefs that provide a marine nursery to 
replenish one of the world’s richest 
ecosystems. 

The Key Largo National Marine Sanc- 
tuary begins at the three mile boundary 
and runs to the 200 foot depth contour, 
collectively providing more than 200 
Square miles of marine preserve. There 
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are dozens of terrific dive sites along the 
26 miles of Sour and groove fringing reef 
found four to six miles offshore but a 
good place to start is Molasses Reef. 
Here are high profile coral heads in a spur 
and groove formation, consistently clear 
water and more marine life than is found 
almost anywhere in this hemisphere. 
There are more than a score of buoyed 
dive sites along this reef but one of my fa- 
vorite areas is Fire Coral Caves, where 
schools of Bluestrioed and Smallmouth 
Grunts decorate the top of the coral ridge 
and Atlantic Spadefish and Copper 
Sweepers populate the swim-through 
caverns and ledges. A second dive could 
be on the Benwood shipwreck, a hap- 
less victim of World War II that now rests 
in just 25 to 45 feet of water. Her twisted 
and scattered wreckage provides a re- 








markable refuge for mas- 
sive schools of goatfish, 
grunts and Porkfish. 
SunbDaAy: Most dive op- 
erators in the Florida 
Keys offer two tank dive 
excursions to optimize 
the best diving found four 
to six miles offshore. A 
good way to spend 
Sunday morning might 
be with a dive on the 
Christ of the Abyss 
statue at Key Largo Dry 
Rocks. This nine foot tall 
bronze statue of Christ, con- 
sidered the symbol of Pen- 
nekamp Park, was sculpted 
with outstretched arms as if 
beckoning divers and snorkel- 
ers to this wondrous under- 
water world. However, the 
coral reef in this area is equally 
interesting, especially in the 
shallow areas rich with forests 
of surprisingly pristine Elkhorn 
Coral. A second dive might be 
at The Elbow, an area noted 
for its clear water and interest- 
ing combination of reef and 
wrecks. Another good choice 
would be the City of Wash- 
ington wreck, where local 
dive operators have long 
handfed Barracuda and 
moray eels, making them 
tame photo subjects. 
Monbpay: By the third day 
many divers will be ready to 
tackle something a little differ- 
ent than the typical 35 foot 
deep coral reef and would en- 
joy a thrilling wreck dive such 
as the Eagle, off Islamorada. 
This 287 foot freighter was 
purchased by the local dive 
and business community to 
be sunk as an artificial reef. She went 
down on December 19, 1985, in 110 feet 
of water, settling on her starboard side. In 
her decade of immersion, the Eagle has 
acquired a colorful cloak of encrusting 
sponges and corals, while her holds are 
filled with Tomtate and Sardines. Davis 
Reef is a perfect second dive, not only 
because its 25 foot depth is a safe coun- 
terpart to the deeper multi-level profile of 
the Eagle but because it is so rich with 
marine life. Here Schoolmasters and 
goattfish intermingle with the ubiquitous 
grunts in clusters so thick the reef is near- 
ly obscured. Nurse Sharks are found be- 
neath the coral ledges and Green Morays 
make willing photographic subjects. 
Tuesbay: Continuing south brings one 
of the Keys’ most popular dive destina- 
tions, Marathon. This is the home of the 








Thunderbolt, a fascinating comple- 
ment to the extensive portfolio of excit- 
ing Florida Keys wreck dives. The 
Thunderbolt is a 188 foot ship, once 
used as a cable layer and later convert- 
ed to aresearch ship. The local dive 
community purchased her for use as an 
artificial reef and sank her in March 
1986, in 115 feet of water. The Thunder- 
bolt now sits upright with large angelfish 
patrolling her decks and Barracuda 
standing watch in the wheelhouse. 
There are plenty of quality shallow reef 
dives off Marathon but | especially like 
Coffin’s Patch. Here a series of six reef 
structures In 15 to 28 feet of water are 
typified by a dominant species of hard 
coral. In one area, majestic Elkhorn 
Corals invite exploration by both scuba 
divers and snorkelers. In another area, 
robust Pillar Corals extend their polyps in 
their usual daytime feeding ritual. And 
through it all, a diverse population of reef 
tropicals hides amid the coral canyons. 
WEDNESDAY: No trip to the Florida 
Keys would be complete without a visit 
to the stunning Looe Key National Marine 





sanctuary off the Lower Keys. Estab- 
lished as a National Marine Sanctuary in 
1981, the Looe Key reef is just 5.3 nauti- 
cal miles square but, amid this underwa- 
ter paradise is a virtually complete reef 
ecosystem. Long protected against the 
predation of spearfishing and lobstering, 
marine life abounds. The Fore Reef of- 
fers traditional Keys’ spur and groove 
coral formations with deep sand surge 
channels running to seaward and high 
profile coral canyons rising to within 10 
feet of the surface. There are seagrass 
meadows here as well as an intermediate 
and deep reef especially popular among 
visiting scuba divers. This jewel in the 
crown of the National Marine Sanctuary 
program certainly merits at least a two 
tank dive. Surely it will leave you wishing 
for more time and more dives. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


THURSDAY: Key West is the most his- 
torically interesting of the Florida Keys 
and offers the greatest tourist infrastruc- 
ture. Although best known for great 
beaches, wonderful resort hotels, restau- 
rants and a wide variety of shopping op- 
tions, the dive opportunities off this 
southernmost isle will likely surprise and 
delight. At the Cayman Salvager, a ship 
intentionally sunk in April 1985, a 500 
pound Jewfish is occasionally sighted 
taking refuge in the holds of this 180 foot 
steel hulled buoy tender. Green Morays 
are likewise found here and Amberjacks 
and Barracuda commonly parade along 
the outer decks. After a 100 foot dive on 
the Salvager, the lovely shallow spur and 
groove tormations of Nine Foot Stake 
permit divers to leisurely observe individ- 
ual reef tropicals, as well as schools of 
grunts and Blue Tangs amid pristine 
brain and star corals. 

FRIDAY: On this last day of your dive 
holiday, it might be best to explore the ar- 
eas of the Keys you most enjoyed earlier 
in the week. Maybe you’d like to stay in 
Key West to dive the wreck of Joe’s Tug 
and a shallow reef along the Western 
Sambos. Looe Key would definitely de- 
serve an extended visit and, off Marathon, 
there are fascinating dives such as 
Sombrero Reef and the Duck Key 
Wreck. Re-visiting Islamorada would al- 
low time to dive the drop-off known as 
Conch Wall or even the Aquarius under- 
water research habitat that now attracts 
schooling fish and Barracuda as if it were 
an artificial reef. And, of course, a visit to 
Key Largo can offer amazing shipwrecks 
such as the U.S. Coast Guard cutters 
Bibb and Duane, as well as the Spiegel 
Grove, a 510 foot ship scheduled to be 
sunk in 110 feet of water early this month. 

The Florida Keys are easily accessible 
via automobile of course, but those who 
prefer to fly will do well to choose AMERI- 
CAN AIRLINES, Something Special to the 
Florida Keys, to Miami with connecting 
flights on AMERICAN EAGLE to Marathon 
or Key West. For reservations, call (800) 
433-7300. Please visit our Web Site at 
HTTP:/WWW.FLA-KEYS.COM Or Call (800) 
FLA-KEYS for more information. 


Get your 


complete Florida 
Keys video and 
guidebook. 

Just $9.95 plus 
adiae ie : 

Major credit car 

| accepted. Just call. 

- 1800-G0-TO-KEYS 


- THEALOROA ES KEY WEST 








Seaclypse Divers 
at Oceanside Marina 


Call one of 
the following dive 
operators for dive 

and accommodations 
information. 


KEY LARGO 
American Diving Hdatrs. 
Key Largo’s Oldest 
Diving Tradition 


(800)634-8464 
(305)451-0037 


(800)426-6729 
(305)451-3595 


Amy Slate’s 
Amoray Dive Resort, Inc. 
Dedicated Dive Resort 


Aquanut Divers at 
Kelly's on the Bay 


Conch Republic Divers 
The Keys’ Friendliest 


Sharky’s Dive Center 
Key Largo’s Most 
Complete Center 


(800)226-0415 
(305)451-1622 


(800)274-DIVE 
(305)852-1655 


(800)935-DIVE 
(305)451-5533 


ISLAMORADA 
Bud n’ Mary’s Dive Center (800)344-7352 


(305)664-2211 


(800)221-8717 
(305)664-8717 


(800)870-1772 
(305)852-9915 


Ocean Quest Dive Center (305)852-8770 | 
www.oceanquestdivecenter.com (800)356-8798 


MARATHON_KEY 
Abyss Pro Dive at Holiday Inn = (800)457-0134 
Abyss Pro Dive at Hawk'sCay —_ (800)432-2242 
Abyss Fax Line (305)743-7081 


Captain Hook's Dive Center — (800)CPT-HOOK 
and Marina (305)743-2444 


Hall’s Diving Center (800)331-4255 
and Career Institute (305)743-5929 


LOWER KEYS 
Underseas, Inc. (800)446-5663 
Looe Key Trips (305)872-2700 
Accommodation Pkgs. Available 


Lady Cyana Divers, Inc. 


Lookout Lodge 
Boat on Premises 


KEY WEST 
Key West Diver, Inc. 
76265,65compuserve.com 


(800)87-DIVER 
(305)294-7177 


(800)426-0707 
(305)296-3823 


(800)626-6396 
(305)296-1975 


(800)824-6811 
(800)891-DIVE 


Dive Key West 


Southpoint Divers on Duval 
and at the Hyatt Key West 
Southpoint@aol.com 


TE FLORA ENS KEL WES 


WIE AS Yt ATE. 
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ach year an estimated 200,000 

divers intentionally enter the water to 
swim with sharks. The majority of these 
people have neither a death wish nor 
any special training or talent for shark 
combat. Quite the contrary, they are av- 
erage, normal people who represent the 
full spectrum of our society. Their ranks 
are comprised of doctors, accountants, 
housewives, dentists, secretaries, hon- 
eymoon couples, grandmothers and 
many other people you would not ordi- 
narily envision as risk-takers. 

To those unacquainted with diving or 
shark diving, the most often heard ques- 
tion is “Don’t you worry about getting 
bitten?” The answer is “No.” And, there 
are some very good reasons why. 


SHARK OVERVIEW 

To understand why sharks don’t bite 
divers, you must first understand the big 
picture of the shark world. There are 
presently 331 documented species of 
sharks—far more diversity than upright, 
walking bipeds (that’s us humans). 

This immense diversity of species 
would lead you to the logical conclusion 
that not all sharks are the same—and 
you would be right. There are big 
sharks, tiny sharks, sharks exclusive to 
certain regions, sharks with different di- 
ets and sharks with distinct behavior 
characteristics. 

The basic reason divers are not bitten 
by sharks is that divers possess knowl- 
edge—the ability to recognize individual 
species, interpret their behavior and un- 
derstand what to do. 

It’s a little bit like learning to drive an 
automobile safely. The first rule you are 
taught is to stay on your side of the road 
(right hand lane in the U.S.) because 
driving head on into oncoming traffic 
could be detrimental to your health. 
Armed with this important bit of knowl- 
edge, driving an automobile can be al- 
most as safe as shark diving. 

To better understand shark diversity, 
let’s examine a few of the basic shark 
groups. 


SHARKS THAT CANNOT BITE 

There are actually sharks that cannot 
bite divers because they have no teeth. 
lronically, these non-biting sharks turn 
out to be the largest members of the 
shark kingdom—the Whale Shark and 
the Basking Shark. Both species are 
mammoth (40 to 60 feet long) and 
plankton eaters. Their diet consists of 
tiny creatures Suspended in the water in 
huge clouds. These giant sharks have 
mouths the size of a garage door and 
open them wide to gulp thousands of 
gallons of water, filtering out the tiny 
plankton while expelling the water 


through their gills. In other words, these 
giant sharks have no teeth and are inca- 
pable of biting anything. They are as 
docile as butterflies. 

On the other hand, the Whale Shark is 
one of the superstars of shark diving. 
Despite its size, this great fish has a very 
mellow disposition. It often allows divers 
to swim alongside or hang on to its giant 
dorsal fin. The Whale Shark appears Cu- 
rious and will often approach a dive boat 
just to see what is going on. 


SHARKS THAT WILL 
NOT BITE 

There are certain times and certain 
species of sharks that appear totally dis- 
interested in biting anything. A good ex- 
ample of this phenomenon is the school- 
ing Hammerheads seen at Coco Island, 
the Northern Galapagos, Malpelo Island 
and in Mexico’s Sea of Cortez. 

No one is quite sure why Hammer- 
head Sharks form giant schools and 
swim together for such long periods. It 
could be a mating ritual or social interac- 
tion or both. The point is that these large 
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Hammerhead schools are totally disin- 
terested in feeding. Divers can swim 
among them—and have, for decades— 
in total safety. 

There are other species of sharks that 
seem to be controlled by time cycles. A 
number of shark species are night feed- 
ers. When encountered during the day, 
these sharks pose no threat because 
their feeding mode is switched off. 


SHARKS THAT BITE 

There are, of course, many species of 
sharks capable of biting and they will 
bite in very specific situations. The most 
important factor here is that sharks will 
generally give you warning before at- 
tempting to bite. Divers learn how to 
read this body language and know ex- 
actly how to deal with the situation. 

Identification of the shark species and 
knowledge about their body language 
are the keys to staying out of trouble. 
Sharks generally attack for very specific 
reasons—defense of their territories, de- 
fense of chosen mates, harassment or 


abuse, spearfishing situations and so 
on. Recognizing the situation and taking 
appropriate measures is not as difficult 
as it might sound. 


WHAT SHARKS 
REALLY WANT 

If there are sharks that can bite (and 
we all know there are), how is it that 
divers can go into the water and actually 
feed these sharks without being bitten? 
Shark feeding dives are conducted ev- 
ery day of the year, with more than 
100,000 divers observing this incredible 
activity at very close range. Quite often 
the sharks buzz in between and over the 
heads of the divers who are watching. 
How is that possible? 

Quite simply, the sharks have no inter- 
est in the divers—they are after the food. 
Most sharks have a fairly specific normal 
diet. They love chunks of fish or whole 
fish that are fairly small. When confront- 
ed by a diver or a chunk of fish, the shark 
will always go for the fish. 

Any contact between the shark and 
the diver is purely accidental and the re- 
sult of a clumsy pursuit for the food. On 
many occasions, | have seen sharks 
bump into divers as they race for the 
fisnh—desperately trying to capture the 
food before another shark gets it. Was 
the diver hurt in any way? No, but you 
Can Say it is quite a thrill! 

What few people realize is that sharks 
possess a level of intelligence that could 
be compared to that of a dog or cat. 
Yes, they are trainable. Sharks often rec- 
ognize the divemasters who feed them 
on a daily basis. When the feeding ses- 
sion begins, the sharks, like excited pup- 
pies, will focus their attention on the 
feeder and his/her body language. 

In other words, the diver who controls 
the food also controls the action of the 
sharks. The feeders can raise the tempo 
and intensity of the shark feeding session 
by offering more food or they can reduce 
the tempo to absolute calm, casual shark 
cruising by withholding the food. 

Even when you are in the middle of 
one of these shark feeding sessions, it is 
always amazing to realize that the 
sharks are intelligent enough to know 
the difference between humans and the 
shark food. 

Based on the one million or more en- 
counters between sharks and divers, we 
can say that, under normal circum- 
stances, sharks don’t bite divers. 

It has only been in the last ten years 
that we have begun to understand and 
appreciate these beautiful creatures. At 
this point there are still more questions, 
and surprises, than there are answers. 
One thing we have learned is that sharks 
and humans can coexist in the sea. = 
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hen you want to priority is to make sure you have 

explore the best dive a safe, fun and memorable dive 

destinations in the vacation. When you call our 
world, let the world’s best live- reservation office, you will speak 
aboards take you there. Every with certified divers who have 
Aggressor trip is a unique experienced Aggressor diving 


adventure into arealm of exciting _ first-hand and can answer your 
marine life encounters andnever- _ dive travel questions. Call now 
ending photo opportunities. Each and find out howto becomea 
vessel is staffed with friendly member of the Aggressor Fleet 
professionals whose number one _ Dive the World Club. 
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‘Bring a Friend’ Week 
Truk- Stan Waterman 


and Jim Church FLEET 


The Ultimate in Live-Aboards 
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Take an Aggressor vacation between 
January 1, 1997 thru January 1, 1998 and 


submit your photo taken from that vacation. 


One Grand Prize Winner and Ist, 2nd and 
ord in each category: 
Wide Angle, Macro and Night Diving 


Nitrox (EAN x) 
Belize Aggressor III 
Cayman Aggressor III 
Kona Aggressor II 
Okeanos Aggressor 


Prizes ; 
Aggressor Dive Trips worth over $20,000, 
Photo Equipment, Dive Equipment 


Call for additional details 
». on Aggressor Fleet programs! 
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Cayman Aggressor III 
Kona Aggressor II 
Okeanos Aggressor 


BENEFITS TO MEMBERS: 


Annual Fleet Drawings 

iia ne On-Board Services Discounts 

———— Sm czee — 2 _ Dive the World Club ‘Bring a Friend’ Charters 
LEE eZ Special Dive the World Club Mailings 
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1997: 
Book 2 trips in one year 
and receive an additional $100 off 
Book 3 trips in one year 
and receive an additional $200 off 








P.O. Box 1470, Morgan City, LA 70381 © (504) 385-2628 Fax (504) 384-0817 
E Mail: divboat@aol.com ¢ 103261.1275@compuserve.com Web: http://www.aggressor.com 
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G rand Turk is probably not how you 

imagine it—it’s much better. A small 
island, about seven miles long, it features 
long white beaches, sunny blue skies, 
smooth, clear water and vertical walls 
packed with living coral. It also has great 
people, such as Cecil Ingham and Connie 
Rus at Sea Eye Diving. Best of all, though, 
Grand Turk has time. Hours and hours of 
it not Committed to anything in particular. 

Cecil and Connie have owned and op- 
erated Sea Eye Diving for nine years. A 
Grand Turk native, Cecil trained each of 
the divemasters, also from the island. As a 
group they are uniquely qualified to show 
you the delights of the Grand Turk wall 
and shallow reefs. Sea Eye Diving’s high 
percentage of repeat customers is a testi- 
mony to the fun people have diving there. 
Sea Eye Diving is a full service facility, with 
PADI instruction available from resort to 
divemaster and warm water specialty 
courses. A full selection of rental dive gear 
is on hand and U/W cameras can also be 
rented. E-6 slide processing is available. 

The Sea Eye style of diving is perfect for 
Grand Turk. Small boats are used to avoid 
crowding and for easy loading from the 
beach. The boats are backed into ankle 
deep water and you just step aboard. The 
divemasters set up your gear while you sit 
in the shade of the Bimini top for the 
entire three or four minutes it takes 
to get to the dive site. Water entry is 
via an easy backroll and a big three- 
step ladder makes exiting a snap. 
Computer divers can set their own 
profiles but guides are also avail- 
able. The surface interval is normally 
spent back on the beach. 

The Sea Eye dive packages in- 
clude airport transfers, government 
bed tax, awelcome cocktail, two 
morning dives a day, unlimited 
beach diving, tanks, weights and weight- 
belts. Afternoon boat dives and night dives 
can be arranged for a small extra fee. 
Another option that shouldn't be missed is 
the afternoon snorkel and barbecue trip to 
Gibbs Cay. This uninhabited nature re- 
serve has one of the world’s best beach- 
es. The outing also features Smitty’s fa- 
mous conch salad. Smitty, the Sea Eye di- 
vemaster, dives for the conch himself and 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL HARRIGAN 





Top: Horses run past Guanahani Beach 
Resort. Above: A swim-through at Mc- 
Donald’s Arch. Below: Divers step 
aboard Sea Eye boats from the beach. 
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prepares it fresh right on the beach. - 
Diving is superb in Grand Turk. The 
spectacular wall gets the most attention. 
Dropping from about 40 feet to what 
might as well be infinity, It is covered with 
corals and sponges and crowded with 
fish. Arches and ravines make the topog- 
raphy interesting, along with deep over- 
hangs packed with delicate Black Corals. 
Don't neglect the vibrant shallow reefs on 
top of the wall, though. Running along 
the gentle slope between 25 and 45 feet, 
these reefs are wondertul. 

A wide variety of accommodations are 
available with the Sea Eye dive packages. 
Guanahani Beach Resort, for instance, is 
a 16 room resort right on the beach with a 
pool, restaurant and great room. All of the 
rooms have an ocean view, air-condition- 
ing and cable TV. Sitting Pretty is another 
beachfront hotel with 24 rooms. Sixteen 
of them have kitchens and all of the sec- 
ond floor rooms have vaulted wooden 
ceilings. Like the Guanahani, air-condi- 
tioning, pool and TV are included. The 
Water's Edge Townhomes are the most 
upscale accommodations on Grand Turk. 
This is a three unit building on a beautiful 
westside beach. Each townhome has two 
stories, with two bedrooms, two baths, 
living room, dining room and kitchen. Fully 
furnished, the townhomes also in- 
clude washers and dryers. 

American Airlines has two non- 
stop flights each day from Miami to 
Providenciales. After clearing cus- 
toms, just walk to the domestic side 
of the terminal and catch one of the 
inter-island commuters to Grand 
Turk. The trip is a pleasant one-half 
hour. U.S. citizens can use either a 
passport or a certified birth certifi- 
cate and photo ID. Dress is casual, 
dollars are the official currency and 
the electricity is 110 volts. 

For more information on diving and ac- 
commodations, contact Grand Turk 
Hotels at (800) 577-3872. Outside the 
U.S., call (809) 946-2666 or fax (809) 946- 
2668. You can also call Dive Grand Turk at 
(809) 946-1408 or write P.O. Box 156, 
Grand Turk, Turks and Caicos Islands, 
BWI. The e-mail address for Sea Eye 
Diving is GTHotels@caribsurf.com. = 





KILBRIDES 
UNDERWATER TOURS 


At Bitter End-- 

Yacht Club charm 
catering to divers and 
non-divers alike. 
(800) 932-4286 
(809) 495-9638 
FAX (809) 495-7549 


NANNY CAY 
RESORT & MARINA 
Headquarters for Blue 
Water Divers. Pool, 
tennis, sailing and 
powerboat charters. 
Restaurants. Studios 
with A/C, balcony. 
(800) 74-CHARMS 
(809) 494-2512 

FAX Res. (809) 494-0555 
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THE BITTER END 
YACHT CLUB 
8-day/7-night packages 
include all meals, luxury 


accommodations in seaside 


Villas. Sailing. Scuba diving, 
guided or on your own. 
PADI resort course. 


Watersports. Excursions. 
(800) 872-2392 ext ASK 
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BLUE WATER DIVERS 

A relaxed yet professional 
approach to diving makes us 
the preferred choice among 
residents and a retum favorite 
for visitors. Located at 
Nanny Cay Marina 

(809) 494-2847 

FAX (809) 494-0198 
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Personalized Dive Services in Key Largo 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHIRLEY VANDERBILT 


Fins your niche is sometimes as 
simple as doing what you do best. 
And, Silent World Dive Center does just 
that. In Key Largo, at the northern end of 
the Florida Keys, this successful dive op- 
eration has an established tradition of 
catering to small groups while providing 
quality, highly personalized service. Its 
unique, intimate approach, utilizing 
smaller boats and an average of 10 to 15 
passengers per trip, allows guests to en- 
joy a quiet, relaxing dive experience with- 
out the crowds. And, what better place 
to enjoy this freedom than in the pic- 
turesque and charming Florida Keys! 

i Key Largo is home to John Penne- 
kamp Coral Reef State Park and the Key 
} Largo National Marine Sanctuary, a 
massive preserve covering more than 
188 square miles and extending 8.5 
miles into the warm Atlantic waters. 
Teeming with marine life and historic 
wrecks, the offshore reefs provide a level 
of diving rivaling many Caribbean hot 
spots. A typical dive here may encoun- 
ters with Green Moray Eels, Nurse 
Sharks, Spiny Lobsters, Atlantic 
Stingrays, curious Barracuda and thou- 
sands of schooling fish, all against a 
backdrop of colorful corals and 
sponges. Add to this the occasional 
sightings of Bull and Blacktip Sharks, 
Spotted Eagle Rays, squid, octopus, ex- 
otic nudibranchs and more and you have 
all the makings of an exciting U/W vaca- 
tion. Topside you'll enjoy the delightful, 
tropical Florida weather, casual island 
ambiance and the convenience of a well 
established tourist infrastructure. From 
Key Largo to Key West, the islands offer 
a cornucopia of sightseeing attractions 
and natural wonders, such as mangrove 
estuaries, bird hatcheries and habitat for 
the rare and diminutive Keys deer. 
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The variety of accommodations in the 
Key Largo area ranges from luxury wa- 
terfront resorts to economy motels with 
that special laidback Keys charm. 
Through Silent World’s personalized 
reservations service you can book a 
dive package geared toward your indi- 
vidual needs, taking advantage of sea- 
sonal prices and discounted rates for 
extended stays. The staff also offers 
recommendations on local eateries and 
activities. Families will find an abun- 
dance of watersports in the area, in- 
cluding snorkeling and SNUBA for non- 
divers. Anyone eight years or older may 
participate in SNUBA, a special under- 
water tour conducted with a surface 
supplied air source. And, snorkelers are 
always welcome at Silent World. Many 
of the best dives in the Keys are shallow 
reefs 15 to 25 feet deep, completely ac- 
cessible to swimmers and snorkelers. 
For this reason, the Keys have become 
a popular vacation spot where an entire 
family can share the fun and excitement 
of the reef experience. 

Silent World offers daily two tank dive 
trips, with departures at 9:00 am and 
1:00 pm. Night dives may be booked 
with as few as four divers and every at- 
tempt is made to accommodate special 
requests. Silent World’s boats dock just 
minutes from the shop, along a canal 
with quick access to the ocean. The 
Silent World Ill is a compact 31 foot alu- 
minum hulled catamaran with a wide 13 
foot beam and a full complement of cus- 
tom made dive amenities. Both the Silent 
World II and the smaller 25 foot Silent 
World II provide divers with fresh water, 
coolers, camera dip tank and plenty of 
space for gear. The size of the boats 
makes them perfect for private charters. 

The shop's certified dive instructors 
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are available for training from resort and 
open water to divemaster. You may also 
opt for a variety of specialties, such as 
wreck diving on the famous 120 foot 
Duane, just outside the sanctuary. As 
an advanced dive, this location offers a 
challenge to divers, both because of 
depth and frequent strong currents. 
Heavily encrusted with growth, the ship 
attracts an abundance of marine life and 
provides great photographic opportuni- 
ties. Even if you don’t own photographic 
equipment, you may still capture memo- 
ries of your adventure with Silent World’s 
rental cameras (Sea & Sea or Canon). 
Rental includes film and the cameras are 
all set up and ready for use. Silent World 
carries a full line of rental scuba gear 
from Oceanic, as well as fully stocked re- 
tail sales of this prestigious brand. As a 
full service facility, Silent World also of- 
fers T-shirt, gift and accessory sales, 
equipment repair and comfortable class- 
room space for instruction. 

Dazzling living corals and a never end- 
ing parade of marine life have made the 
Florida Keys a diving tradition for many 
visitors. But if you want to keep your 
own visit unique and individualized, 
Silent World offers you just the kind of 
service you need. Dive packages in- 
clude accommodations, your own per- 
sonalized dive schedule, with tanks and 
weights provided on board the boat and 
the gracious, friendly attention of Silent 
World’s professional staff. Just call (800) 
966-DIVE or (305) 451-3252 for more 
information or write to P.O. Box 2363, 
Key Largo, FL 33037. =#* 
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TECHNIFACTS 
(Continued from Page 27) 


and began to rig Murray Black for a dive 
to complete the job. 

Murray Black wore a pneumofathome- 
ter (a very accurate depth indicator) that 
showed his true depth on a surface 
gauge. When Black was on the bottom 
the depth recorder indicated 321 feet. 
However, the open end of the pneumo 
was not at the diver’s feet but some- 
where near his waist or even higher. True 
depth at the site was therefore greater. In 
this case, perhaps as deep as 327 feet. 
The contractor superintendent deter- 
mined the depth—for Black’s pay pur- 
pose—to be 312 feet. That may have 
been the top of the pipe. Later, Torrance 
Parker, another reputable veteran 
California commercial diver, worked on 
the pipe and he also determined the 
depth of water to be 321 feet. 

Is there a well documented record of 
any helmet dive using compressed air in 
more than 321 feet of water? Technifacts 
would be interested in learning of such a 
record. Also, what Is the current depth 
record by divers using compressed air’? 


NEXT MONTH 

Next month, Technifacts will describe 
the saga of two wrecks with the same 
name. One is a myth; is one a true trea- 
sure ship? 

If you would like to know how the 
divers determined the pressure and vol- 
ume of air required for both helmet and 
the scuba divers at that depth, senda 
stamped, self addressed envelope to E. 
R. Cross, c/o Technifacts, SKIN DIVER 
Magazine, 6420 Wilshire Boulevard, Los 
Angeles, CA 90048-2966. = 
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Don't get caught with 
loose gear. 
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_—~ Contact SSI for the 
Authorized Dealer near you. 






® 
Because We Care 


SCUBA SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL 


2619 CANTON CT. ¢ FT COLLINS, CO 80525-4498 


1(800) 892-2702 (970) 482-0883 / FAX (970) 482-6157 


SSILEN@aol.com * SSIHQ@delphi.com * 71234,2437@compuserve.com 
Internet: http://www.ssiusa.com 
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PIONEER’S SEALIFE 


REEFMASTER 
(Continued from Page 34) 


era’s viewfinder. You turn the camera on 
before putting it in the housing, when you 
look through the viewfinder and lightly 
press the shutter release, a red light will 
glow, showing the power is on. If it isn’t 
used within two minutes the camera 
shuts itself off, thus saving battery pow- 
er. It will turn on again as soon as the 
shutter release is pressed. 

After turning the camera on, slip it into 
the housing and insert the packet of 
Moisture Muncher (it’s silica gel, a drying 
agent, and absorbs excess humidity). 
Then clean and grease the O-ring and 
replace it (the booklet shows you how— 
it’s quick and easy), put the housing 
parts together and carefully close the 
latches—you’re ready to shoot. Every- 
thing you need—cleaning cloth, cotton 
swabs, O-ring grease and Moisture 
Muncher—comes with the camera sys- 
tem, there’s even a Spare O-ring and two 
spare Moisture Muncher packets. 

U/W shooting is a snap. Just unlock 
the shutter lock, make sure the strobe 





a an 


The SeaLife Reefmaster comes in a stur- 
dy, foam lined, watertight resin case. 


ready light glows green and press the 
shutter release. First, however, read the 
section in the booklet entitled Tips for 
Great Pictures. If you do, your success 
rate will be much higher, right away. 

Positively buoyant underwater, the 
Reefmaster housing Is pressure resistant 
to 164 feet (50 meters). The SeaLife 
Reefmaster is also great for taking pic- 
tures topside in rain, snow and other 
challenging conditions. 

Pioneer, the 20 year old company that 
makes the SeaLife Reefmaster, also 
makes the SeaLife Sport Diver, an auto- 
matic 35mm camera with its own flexible 
housing that’s intended for use down to 
45 feet (although it’s pressure resistant 
to 100). The Sport Diver sells for $99. For 
more information on SeaLife products or 
the name of a dealer near you, contact 
the company at 216 Haddon Avenue, 
Westmont, New Jersey 08108; (800) 
257-7742, (609) 854-2424: fax (609) 
858-8695, "= 
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¢ Aboard SpoilSport you 
meals, comfort and privacy. 


¢ Witness thrilling shark action 
at Scuba Zoo. 


¢ Swim with big fish at 
Watanabe Pinnacle. 


1997 Starting Rates 


Jan.-June’97 July-Dec. ’97 


Spoilsport 4.511 1,826 
Coral Sea — 6 Gays 





Supersport ‘* 624 * 732 
Cod Hole — 3 days 












e Explore the Yongala, 
one of the world’s 
best wreck 
dives! 


Watersport * 335 * 400 
Yongala Wreck — 2 days 


Teliteas Papua New Guinea 
11 nights $3,249 *3,249 
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Office hours 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
Mountain Time 
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‘BELIZE: 


es MORE THAN ie 


CALL FOR HOTEL/DIVE 
AIR PACKAGE INFO & RATES: 
re LUUER PAE ey Bol 0 


IRR VAY 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


San Pedro, Ambergris Cay 
(954) 462-3400 © (954) 462-4100 (Fax) 
P.O. Box 21766, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 


ST REED? 


http://www.twofin.com/twofin/belize.-htm or e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 8F4¢H HOT 7 


A Neal Watson's Undersea Aaventure Affiliate 
circle #308 on Reader Service Card 
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Xanadu Undersea 3 day/ 2 nt 
Adventures offers pkgs from 


up to 4 dives daily $ 

including night dives, 165» 
wrecks, sharks, walls, 

instruction & rental. 8§00-32 7-8150 
Enjoy our private 
beach, pool, tennis. 


We're minutes from 
golf, casino & 





XANADU 








FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA 
A Neal Watson’s Undersea Adventure Affiliate 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES H.. yoy Lauderdale, 





“wv RESORT AND MARINA 


(954) 462-3400 
(954) 462-4100 (Fax) 
(809) 352-3811 


P.O. Box 21766, 2 


FL 33335 


9661 GV/G 


sho p pin o. http://www.twofin.com/twofin/xanadu.htm 


or e-mail: nealwatson@ aol.com 
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PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 
(Continued from Page 24) 


and mini-walls. Night dives are sched- 
uled once every week, however, one can 
be added anytime a group is interested. 
The nightlife on these reefs is terrific, with 
everything from Orange Ball Corall- 
imorphs to Sharptail Eels. 

Traveling to Providenciales is as easy as 
getting to any tropical island can be. The 
trip is less than an hour from Miami by jet. 
All you need to enter the Turks and Caicos 
is a passport or a certified birth certificate. 
There is no need to stop for money ex- 
change because U.S. dollars are the offi- 
cial currency. Electrical adapters are not 
required because the electricity is 110 
volts. Dress is island casual, which means 
shorts, shirt and sandals should be fine al- 
most anywhere. The water temperature 
averages about 80°F, with lows around 
77°F and highs about 84°F. Most divers 
find a shorty or 3mm wetsuit comfortable 
in the winter, while a Lycra skin or bathing 
suit will do in the summer. 

For more information, contact Provo 
Turtle Divers in the U.S. at (800) 833-1341. 
From other locations, call (954) 467-3460 
or fax your request to (954) 467-7544. To 
call the shop direct in the Turks and 
Caicos, dial (809) 946-4232. You can also 
write to Provo Turtle Divers at P.O. Box 
350154, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 or e- 
mail proturtI@caribsurf.com. = 
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NIKON’S NEw PRONEA 6i: The Pronea 
Gi, Nikon’s first Advanced Photo System 
single lens reflex (SLR) camera, com- 
bines Nikon’s renowned quality and in- 
novation with the advantages of the 
Advanced Photo System. It features a 
comprehensive selection of Nikon SLR 
technological advances, such as 3-D 
Matrix Metering, Focus Tracking with 
Lock On and built-in wide-angle cover- 
age Speedlight with automatic balanced 
fill flash control. 

“Customers appreciate the simple op- 
eration that is associated with Advanced 
Photo System cameras such as Nuvis by 
Nikon...drop-in film loading, all auto oper- 
ation, print aspect ratio (PAR) and picture 
quality improvement (PQI) have quickly 
become popular features,” said Richard 
LoPinto, Nikon’s vice president, photo 
marketing division. 

The name Pronea was chosen to indi- 
cate the beginning of a newly advanced 
system. “Pro” for forward, advanced 
thinking and “nea” for the beginning of a 








new opportunity for photographers. 
Pronea will symbolize Nikon’s Advanced 
Photo System SLR development. 

A key component for Nikon designers 
was to ensure the new Pronea 6i would 
appeal to owners of AF Nikkor optics. To 





accomplish this, the advanced Nikon F 
lens mount was employed; the same lens 
mount used for Nikon’s advanced 35mm 
SLR cameras. This means photographers 
can use all AF Nikkor lenses, including AF 
Nikkor optics together with a selection of 
Nikon’s 35mm SLRs and the new Pronea 
61. In addition to the expansive AF Nikkor 
lens system, Nikon will also introduce a 
selection of three new IX-Nikkor lenses, 
designed exclusively for the Pronea 6i. 

For more information, please contact 
Nikon Inc., 1300 Walt Whitman Road, 
Melville, NY 11747; phone (800) NIKON- 
US or access the Nikon Inc. Web Site at 
http:/Awww.nikonusa.com. = 


THE REMODELED Manrtuiri: The 
Maldives’ finest live-aboard dive vessel re- 
cently underwent a major refit. The 
Manthir’s spacious main deck level sun- 
deck has been relocated to the upper 
deck. In its place is a huge 500 square 
foot main salon featuring an extremely 
spacious dining area, plus an area for re- 
laxing, featuring six sofas and a complete 
audio/visual center. 





The Manthiri is fully air-conditioned 
and offers six twin/double cabins, each 
with private bath. Meals are outstanding 
and the personalized service is among 
the world’s best—one crew member 
per guest. 

Trips vary from 9 to 14 nights. For 
complete details and booking informa- 
tion, contact Tropical Adventures 
Travel, 111 Second North, Seattle, WA 
98109 or phone (800) 247-3483, fax 
(206) 441-5431. = 


shop. Stay four orm 
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3 Days/2 Nights 


Round T Mi Airfare 
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with Nassau Scuba Centre 


Our friendly and professional staff will 
treat you to a variety of dramatic wall 
and wreck diving, high voltage shark 

feeds and beautiful coral gardens 
iceea mele) m-)er-(el(elU-eale-ive)aamal\{ombler-lee 
Packages include four boat dives per day 
ina A relaxing c out-island atmosphere. 


Call for our variety of all inclusive 
Dive, Hotel and Air Packages 


800-327-8150 


Fax: (954) 462-4100 

Ph: (809) 362-1964 

Fax: (809) 362-1198 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/ 
nassau.htm or 

e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
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Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
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MipwAY ATOLL OPEN TO DIVERS: 
Midway Atoll, some 1,300 miles north of 
the Hawaiian Islands, is perhaps the most 
remote island on earth. After being closed 
to the public for more than 100 years, 
divers now have the rare opportunity to 
explore and discover its many treasures. 


Because of Midway’s geographic lo- 
cation, the marine life differs significantly 
from anywhere else in the world! The 
combination of changing temperatures, 
a persistent high atmospheric pressure 
system and deep oceanic currents re- 
sults in clear, nutrient rich waters. The 
marine life is generally much larger, more 
abundant and less fearful than that found 
in Hawaiian waters. 

Midway Atoll consists of three islands 
that are virtually encompassed by a reef 
that rises above the surface and shel- 
ters the lagoon. Inside the reef, calm 
waters reach 40 feet in depth. Among 


SIMPLY DEPENDABLE 


“T have always said that it 
could never happen to me.” 


To Whom it May Concern: 
I always said it could never happen to me. Well, 


it did. 


ran out of air at 75'. During the surface 


interval I swapped tanks. When I turned on the 
valve, my hoses pressurized, leading me to believe 
I had a full tank of air. My greatest mistake was 


I never looked at the gauge. To my 
surprise, the second tank was never 
filled at the dive center. We dropped 
down to 75 feet. Everything 

was fine, we were 8 minutes 

into the dive. All of a sudden 

the air stopped flowing. 

My pressure gauge fell 

limp in my hand, there 

was no air in my tank. 

Thank God I was wear- 

ing my Spare Air, I simply 

-\ put it in my mouth and 

began to breathe. At 

that moment I realized 

just how precious 

air is. I know Spare 

Air saved me 

from injury or 


the many coral heads there are numer- 
ous species of exotic reef fish, some of 
which are endemic. A pod of 200 Spin- 
ner Dolphins frequently uses the lagoon 
for leisure activities. Green Sea Turtles, 
Jurassic Park Spiny Lobster, Spotted 
Eagle Rays and rare Hawaiian Monk 
Seals are also found here. 

Outside the reef, diving depths average 
60 feet. Expect to see a conglomeration 
of lava tubes, archways, ledges and over- 
hangs. This is where large pelagics are 
encountered: Manta Rays, jacks, group- 
ers, snappers and reef sharks. 

Shipwrecks on the reefs date back to 
the 1800s and aircraft lost in these wa- 
ters during WW II await discovery. 

Midway Atoll is east of the International 
Dateline. For more information, contact 
Midway Dive-n-Snorkel Corporation, c/o 
Linue Airport Operations, 3901 Mokulele 
Loop, #29, Lihue, Hawaii 96766-9797; 
(808) 421-1500, fax (808) 421-0444, = 


SELISKY TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
INSTITUTE OF Divina: Lee Selisky, presi- 
dent of Sea Pearls and DEMA, was re- 
cently elected to the board of directors 
of the Institute of Diving in Panama City 
Beach, Florida. An avid diver since 
1969, Selisky has a strong interest in 
the history of diving and is an avid col- 
lector of diving memorabilia. 





The Institute of Diving is a nonprofit 
educational organization formed in 
1977, under the leadership of the late 


, i a *. | erhaps death. 
not jump in 
without it! 


Respectfully yours, 
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Dr. George Bond, Known as the Father 
of Saturation Diving. The institute oper- 
ates the Museum of Man in the Sea and 
offers exhibits of actual diving gear in- 
cluding sport, military and commercial 
diving equipment, as well as shipwreck 
artifacts from the Florida Keys. Among 
the interesting items in the museum’s 
collection is an extensive display of oxy- 
gen and mixed gas rebreathers. 

The museum also includes a library with 
numerous books on diving and related 
ocean topics. It is the only museum in the 

LEASH CLIPS ON United States dedicated solely to diving. 
ANYWHERE Membership in the Institute of Diving is 
@ open to anyone interested in the history 
of diving and Man in the Sea. For more 
information, contact the Museum of Man 
in the Sea at (904) 235-4101, = 
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SPECIALLY SELECTED BC'S 


NOW AVAILABLE WITH A 
SPARE AIR" POCKET 


Spare Air™ is a totally self contained (2.7 
cu. ft. of air), refillable Hake air system 
that’s small and easy to use. Spare Air™ is 


“SIMPLY DEPENDABLE.” 
“Tested and approved by the U.S. Navy. 


SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS, INC. 


“The leader in self rescue breathing systems” & 
18072 Gothard Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648 

Available at your local dive shop or call (800) 648-3483—(714) 842-6566 

Only those who are properly trained or certified should use or operate life o 
support equipment. ©1995, Submersible Systems, Inc. y 
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Sink your 
_ teeth 
THO 
hrilling 
vacation. 













Celebrating 
our 
22nd year 





FIJI ISLANDS OYA IAG 


DIVE KADAVU 
4 MATANA ORT _ ae 
e eAsmall ie. , ome = | | all 


dedicated 
dive resort 


e Limited to = : Is eee te 
maximum ieee ore aS. e Cozumel’s very best beach ¢ FISH FILLED & ACTION PACKED 

e Fantastic Ss ¢ Closest hotel to all major dive sites e Truly laid-back... population 800 
beach & close-by divas sites e From $993 weekly includes e Quaint, small, posada hotels 

¢ INCREDIBLE KADAVU ISLAND accommodations, unlimited food & = The Caribbean’s ultimate hidden hide-away 


e Weekly all-inclusive from $911 a rile Aled ee e From ONLY $1170 weekly all-inclusive 


MALDIVES COSTA RICA COVA GY ITE 


KOI MALA _ELOCOTAL, DIVE PARADISE 











¢ ABSOLUTE FREEDOM IN AN = 
UNSPOILED WORLD e A WONDERFUL ESCAPE TO NATURE! e CELEBRATING OUR 14th YEAR 
¢ Fully air-conditioned e The optimum combination of ¢ Cozumel’s largest boat fleet 
e 76 ft., 6 twin/double cabins untouched natural surroundings, ¢ Depart as early as 6:30 am 
¢ 9 nights - $2250, with airfare $3625 friendly people & great diving e 3-tank dives available 
e An Indian Ocean Extravaganza e Weekly dive packages from $670 e Special Experienced Diver Program 





Pure a Pay More? e-mail: 103520.2014@compuserve.com 
WA PLT) 441-3483 - FAX (206) ey Ld | 
111 Second North, Seattle, WA 98109 


800-247-3483 


EAST AFRICA ® RED SEA® SEYCHELLES ¢ INDONESIA * BORNEO ¢ AUSTRALIA ¢ MICRONESIA * CAYMAN ¢ BELIZE e COZUMEL 
e TURKS & CAICOS © FIJIISLANDS * SOLOMONS ¢ PAPUA NEW GUINEA ® THAILAND ® SEA OF CORTEZ ¢ SABA e GALAPAGOS 
¢ COCOS ISLANDS ° ROATAN * VENEZUELA ¢ BONAIRE © COSTA RICA ¢ GREAT WHITE SHARK ¢ WHALE SHARK ¢ MALDIVES 
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Expanding 
for New 
Adventures 
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Fleet 
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Mike Ball’s impressive live-aboard 
fleet explores the best of Australia 
and Papua New Guinea. Clockwise 
idols es=) (eh emt Bal-Me LO OR iele) myele)/\yelelem 
70 foot Watersport, 90 foot 
Supersport and 60 foot Telita. 


BY AL HORNSBY 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY GERI MURPHY 


he Mike Ball fleet, long regarded as 

Australia’s most popular live- 
aboards, is completing a flurry of pro- 
jects to expand its dive operations. This 
means opportunities for dive adventures 
never before offered. 

Beyond the normal Great Barrier Reef 
(GBR) routes, Mike has added ex- 
oloratory trips (for 1998) north out of 
Lizard Island—well beyond the range of 
any existing live-aboards. Additionally, 
the Minke Whale expeditions, begun this 
oast year, provide divers with the rare 
chance to encounter these majestic 
whales up close and eye to eye. With the 
addition of the popular live-aboard 
Telita, in Paoua New Guinea, an entire 
new area of diving is available to Mike’s 
customers. With the christening of the 
new Paradise Sport sometime next year, 
the most remote, uncharted reefs of 
Papua New Guinea will become avail- 
able to divers everywhere for the first 
time. 

The Mike Ball fleet has earned a repu- 


tation for innovation with the first live- 
aboard in Australia to provide E-6 pro- 
cessing; the first to use catamarans for a 
high level of comfort; the first to use a 
spotter plane to locate large marine life; 
and as the originator of the Peace on the 
Reef environmental awareness pro- 
gram. All of these are the result of a tire- 
less drive to create and improve by Mike 
and his staff. And now, that same sense 
of innovation and energy has been re- 
newed and will be aimed at creating new 
adventures. 

According to Mike, “I was kept out of 
the water by a medical concern for the 
last few years but finally I’m back....Now, 
it’s like starting all over again. We’re out 
discovering new dives, thinking of new, 
exciting things to do and see—and our 
customers are going to get to share ev- 
ery bit of it!” 

The fleet has much to offer and, for 
the diver considering Australia or Papua 
New Guinea, the many different options 
should not be missed. 


photo/Al Hornsby 
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WATERSPORT 

The Watersport, Mike’s original boat, 
operates out of Townsville. Seventy feet 
long, with a 30 foot beam, it cruises at 
eight knots and can comfortably carry 
26 passengers, served by eight experi- 
enced staff members. Like all Mike Ball 
boats, it has a full range of rental equip- 
ment, support inflatables and a variety of 
entertainment options. Watersport spe- 
cializes in three day trips to some of the 
GBR’s most popular sites, such as 
Wheeler Reef, Keeper Reef and the 
wreck of the Yongala. 

The Yongala is regarded as one of 
Australia’s most exciting dives. In 90 feet 
of water off the coast of Cape Bowling 
Green, the wreck is crowded with 
schooling fish and large marine animals. 
Giant Queensland Groupers, Bull 


AUSTRALIA 


Pacific 





Sharks, Eagle Rays, huge Bull Rays, 
Leopard Sharks, Napoleon Wrasse and 
many others congregate, providing in- 
credible photographic opportunities. 


SUPERSPORT 

Ninety feet long with a 34 foot beam, 
Supersport is fast, quiet and smooth. 
Complete with all Mike Ball amenities, 26 
passengers are served by a crew of 10, 
with a range of accommodation choic- 
es. Supersport specializes in four day 
trios to Cod Hole, providing the rare op- 
portunity to dive with huge Potato Cod 
and Napoleon Wrasse. After being fed 
for many years, the large fish are un- 
afraid of divers and will eagerly approach 
close enough to touch. The surrounding 
reef is exciting as well, with numerous 
Whitetip Reef Sharks in residence. 


SPOILSPORT 

Regarded as Australia’s most luxuri- 
ous live-aboard, Spoilsport is the crown 
jewel of the Mike Ball fleet. At 100 feet 
and with a 36 foot beam, its crew of 10 
provides a pampered experience for up 
to 29 guests in twin or double accom- 
modations. All fleet amenities, of course, 
are available and Spoi/sport’s 16 knot 
cruising soeed means even remote dive 











handle your next dive-vacati you ‘ll have to do is 
relax anc enjoy the spectacular views. 
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7 Nights 
5 Days Diving 


Radisson Resort on Seven Mild Beach 
x 151, George Town, Grand Cayman 
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Eastern Academy 
of Scuba Education 

\; Ca, i woe 
2 Hou" Re lit, 


" INSTRUCTOR y) "af he am 


ONLY AT ) 


Ease 


afl ps e a eh oe” : 
INCLUDE Meals & Room. ° ant 


International Job Placement * Tuition Assistance Available 
Small & Personal NO Rush - 8 Day IDC 


416 Miracle Mile 
Vero Beach, Florida 32960 = = 


For INTL call 407-562-8338 


Tanto] | pee(-{-Jelel-fehy-Ca-lcomeole] an 
Web page: http://www.vero.com/deepéease 
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MIKE BALL DIVE FLEET 


sites are reached in a minimum amount 
of time. Spoilsport specializes in exotic 
Coral Sea trios, some 150 miles offshore, 
visits the Yongala and will be used for the 
1998 exploratory cruises. Spoi/sport ex- 
peditions are seven days in length. 
Among Spoilsport’s favorite dives are 
Watanabe Bommie and Scuba Zoo (at 
South Boomerang Reef). Watanabe is a 
pinnacle that rises from 150 feet on the 
outside of Flinder’s Reef. The crystal clear 














NATURE 


& walls minutes away 
e Ocean Kayaking to 
snorkeling Sites 
e Mountain Biking on 
Old Estate Trails 


e Guided Island Tours 
Ask about our Exclusive Seaside Cottage. 


1-800-947-3483 
(809) 449-8181 
Fax: (809) 449-8182 
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Everyone else is talking about it... 
Dominica is doing It <> 


is 
zs WwW 
ISLAND DIVE Am arnt A 
Dominica’s only complete at) wi H IN i vt 
Adventure Outfitter offers: ~~ 
¢ Diving on pinnacles at Castle Comfort Lodge 


Does it all from our Oceanside Dedicated Dive Resort! 


® Quick trips to the reef on our FAST CATAMARANS 
e Hydrophone equipped Whale Watching boats 
¢ Complete guide services for the unique hiking adventures 


A “5 Star kxxxx Experience” 


Also ask about luxury waterfront accommedations af: 





(800) 696-5880 « (S00) 544-7631 
Direct (809) 448-2188 © Fax (809) 448-6088 


circle #305 on Reader Service Card 


water around the pinnacle is home to 
schools of Bigeye Trevally, Barracuda, 
mantas, Gray Whaler Sharks and other 
large marine animals. Scuba Zoo is Spoll- 
sport’s shark feed. Divers watch from in- 
side a 70 by 10 by 10 foot safety cage and 
fish are dropped into the water as the feed 
begins. The shark action is wild, with 
Blacktips, Whitetios and Hammerheads 
occasionally joining in the melee. 


TELITA 
The newest addition to Mike Ball’s 
fleet, the well Known Telita operates in 
Papua New Guinea’s finest dive areas. 













is the True Adventure Dive Destination! 


ApVENTURE DIVES UNLIKE ANYTHING 
YOU’VeE SEEN IN FHe CARIBBEAN 

Dive the pinnacles of an extinct volcano, photograph some of the most unusual 
fish in the world or dive in “Champagne” where underground hot springs create 


a bubbly experience. See bushels of Black Coral, Barrel sponges beyond belief, 
Clouds of Chromis or our “Wrasse Waterfalls” on almost every dive. 


WHALES OR DOLPHINS YEAR ROUND! 
The Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society has given Dominica their 


highest ranking (“Outstanding”) for whale watching. See sperm whales 
all year long. Some even “pop up” in front of the hotels. 


OUTRAGEOUS HIKING ADVENTURES 
Dominica’s premiere National Park System delivers outstanding hiking 


adventures to huge waterfalls, relaxing hot springs, the Boiling Lake, jungle 
caverns, “Indiana Jones” style bridges, the “Valley of Desolation” and more! 


NO HIKING EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 
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448-2351¢ (809) 448-2045 


Fax (809) 448-5840 


Bob Halstead, the original owner of 
Telita, remains a part of the operation, 
thus his knowledge of the best diving will 
not be lost. Te/ita is 60 feet long with an 
18 foot beam and a crew of five support- 
ing ten guests. 

Telita’s favorite dive sites include 
Dinah’s Beach and Banana Bommie. 
Dinah’s Beach is a shallow (30 feet and 
less) dive in a quiet bay. For photogra- 
phers it is heaven; there are five species 
of lionfish, six different anemonefish, Blue 
Ribbon Eels, Cuttlefish, Ghost Pipefish, 
Mantis Shrimp and the list goes on and 
on. There are big fish as well—a Marlin 
has been known to occasionally cruise in 
to eye divers. 

Banana Bommie is off East Cape 
and features spectacular marine life. 
Huge schools of baitfish hover over the 
reef in April and May and pelagics such 
as Mackerel and tuna move in. Soft 
corals, huge fans and seawhips add col- 
or, while thousands of reef tropicals 
move about the reef in a dazzling array of 
nature’s bounty. 


PARADISE SPORT 

When Paradise Sport comes on the 
scene next year, it promises to be the 
best Mike Ball offering yet. In Mike’s 
words, “It will have every successful fea- 
ture and amenity Known to the live- 
aboard trade.... Then, it will introduce 
some new concepts no dive boat we 
Know of has ever provided. These are so 
secret—you ll just have to wait until 
Paradise Sport is completed to see!” 

The Mike Ball fleet welcomes divers to 
experience the best of Australia and 
Papua New Guinea. For complete infor- 
mation, contact Carol Evans at Mike 


Ball Dive Expeditions’ U.S. office at 
(888) MIKE BALL (645-3225) or fax 


(520) 556-9598. *#> 





























PROFESSIONAL SLR 
sefeldncidal HOt 





BODY ONLY 
STANDARD $1949 
|| MECHANICAL BACK $2 
'| ELECTRONIC BACK $2¢ 









High tech camera electronics in a compact and innovative housing 
for the Nikon N9Os or N90. The Aquatica 90 has three configurations. 
The Standard Housing provides ergonomic access to all important 
camera features. The Mechanical Back Housing is used with the 
MF-26 multi-control back. The Electronic Back Housing has three 
menus, with 15 functions, for customized use. Fingertip responsive 
control is obtained with the electronically activated shutter release 
and autofocus operation. 





Standard Flat Macro Port: 

Used primarily with the 60mm/2.8 
Micro Nikkor for great fish close-ups. 
Also used with several zoom lenses. 
@9e30e8 @ 














New Aquatica 90 Bayonet 
Ports & Slip-On Gears 


Fast to mount & change. The 
ports offer positive locking to 
guard against leakage. 
Aperture gear and focus 
gears require no set screws 
or Allen keys to use, 
APERTURE GEARS $89 
FOCUS GEARS $79 



























8” Wide Angle Dome Port: 

Sharp corner to corner images with 
extreme wide angle lenses such as the 
16mm full frame fish-eye. Other lenses 
such as 18mm/2.8 and 15mm/3.5 also 
USed. eeeoeoeoe50e 


Extension Rings: Extension rings are 
placed between the housing body and 
the standard macro port for longer Micro 
Nikkor lenses such as the 105mm/2.8 and 
200mm/4 Micro Nikkor, or for the wide 
angle 15mm /3.5 AIS Nikkor, and 18mm/ 
28 AF Nikkor ee eee $165 - $220 


TO ORDER CALL HELIX CAMERA 


OS a Se I Hi 
ZO1-6000 FAX 312-421 
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camera & video 


a Si 
Because Aquatica housings are designed with input from the world’s most respected 
professional photographers, they are capable of withstanding the most demanding 


Gnarenges/N ne eles. Aquatica Sport: Accommodating most 
7 Nikon cameras easily and economically. 


The Sport housing will accept a Nikon N4004(s), 
N6006. N8008(s), N50, N70, or N9OQ(s). Fast camera 
mounting on a slide ouf saddle ensures that camera 
alignment is proper. Operates on Autofocus, and 
Offers an aperture control drive gear for creative but 
easy operation. Now everyone with a Nikon SLR can q 
enjoy the thrill of underwater photography! a 
Sport Housing w/Nikonos TTL Flash Connector eecescceee $1225 


Macro Port asad 6” Dome Port $199 











Aquatica 4s & Aquatica 3 

















Aquatica 4 Rugged construction $900 VAL JE | 
These housings are and precision smooth REE WITH THE 
constructed for controls, plus the BURCH ASE 
the use of the oversized DA-2 4 
oversized DA-20 Actiontinder, for 
fefonider vin eo2/ euing a 
ray ee tivating With Nikonos std flas, 

easy use. Total operational control, plus connector ee @ e 9? 


expanded control with the MF-23 Multi- 


Control! Back. AOL P LTT \ 
With Nikonos TTL flash connector 


eoccccc cll le fp GQ THERES EE EE LLL 
for4s $1989 


Aquatica 80 Aquatica 67 
Take your Nikon The Aquatica 67 for 
N8008/N8008s under the Mamiya RZ-67 or 
water in a lightweight — Pro/i medium format 
and compact housing, cameras exploits the 
with optical viewfinder — \arger film size with an 





magnifier, and the _ optical viewing prism. 
optional MF-21 Multi - With non-TTL flash 
Control Back. connector 


With Nikonos TTL flash eoccccece $7635 
connector 


eoeoeoecc50e $1689 


























"CAMERAS & LENSES camera & video 


Nikon 


We take ‘oO on : 
at a DeguiCy: 














Nikon 0s VY, al 590 Nikonos RS 92649 
The world’s only underwater SLI. 

camera ever. Rugged and reliable, Oversized built-in Actionfinder for easy 

with TTL auto flash exposure, and viewing and composition. Fast Autofocus. 

interchangeable lenses with the Matrix and CenterWeighted metering. 


sharpest optical performance. 

35mm/2.5 lens eeeceee § 183 28mm /2.8 lens eocce50e 

28mm/3.5 lens eeeeee §$ 389 50mm/2.8 microlens eeee 

20mm/2.8 lens eeeeee $ 739 20-35mm/2.8 zoom lens e e e e 
@ 
@ 
® 









15mm/2.8 lens eeeeee $1669 13mm/2.8 fisheye lens eee 
20mm Viewfindereeeee § 195 SB 105 Speedlight Set eee 
15mm Viewfindereeeee $ 309 SB 104 Speedlight Set eee 


Expand your Nikonos camera’s creative ability. Use wide angle 
topside Nikkor lenses underwater; like the 16mm /2.8 full frame 
fisheye 180 degree view. Recommended optional accessories 
include focus and aperture gear rings, and optical viewfinder 


AQUALENS ecec0eeeeeceececeece § 645 
AQUALENS OPTICAL VIEWFINDER ¢.¢ @ @ @ 
AQUAMETER ecececceeece eeecede: 2: Bete 3/0. 











. ~ ae offer is available from October 1, 199 B 
_— til December 31, 1996 
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Arm & Tray Accessories 


Customize your underwater photo system with the most complete 
line of quality made accessories in the world. TLC accessories are 
known for their incredible strength and reliability under heavy use. 














8008068008 
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PIECE ARM SETS 


@ 
“A” armset $209 
8” armset $229 


1” 11” arm set $229 
5” 15” arm set $239 










FLASH HEAD ADAPTERS 


1 - Nikonos SB 102, 
SB-103,SB 105 Adapter $49 
2 - Nikonos SB 104 Adapter $45 
3 - Ikelite Al & Substrobe 
Adapter $22 
4 - Sea & Sea Adapter $29 


NIKONOS V AND 
NIKONOS RS FLIP TRAYS 


@®@eeeoeeoedeed0e0e0e0e00000 
Change the composition from horizontal 


to vertical by simply pushing a 

button and turning the tray 90 degrees. 
Single Nikonos Strobe Tray $60 
Double Nikonos Strobe Tray $95 
Double RS Strobe Tray $235 
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ALL ITEMS PRESENTLY IN STOCK. 
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 


















SCUBA ACCESSORIES 


SDM Editors’ Christmas 
Ideas for Divers of All he 


BY TY SAWYER 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE | 





EDITORS’ 
PICK OF THE MONTH 


(ON eae ob tited 







‘With aninjec- £ 
tion molded titanium @ 
\. case and bracelet, 


to endure extreme ‘S 
use. It is also 30 per- 
cent lighter than stainless 
yg sigel, won't scratch and 

keeps ticking to more than 600 
y feet. A sinvole white face clearly 

displays the time, day and date 
without distracting and unnecessary bells 
and whistles. There are luminescent 
hands and hour markings for night use 
and a one way rotating bezel to keep track 
of elapsed time. The safety clasp extends 
for use with a wetsuit. The Titanium 200M 
retails for $495 and fits neatly in a 
Christmas stocking. For information on a 
dealer near you, call (800) 321-3173. = 


Sterling sil- 
ver diver earrings and 
diver pendant are the 
perfect accessories 
for the avid diver. The 
one inch long earrings 
have French earwires; 
the matching pendant 
is one and a quarter inch long with a 24 
inch sterling silver chain. The earrings retail 
for $22.95; the pendant and chain are 
$24.95. For ordering information, call 
Plato de Texas at (214) 438-4396. = 








clever jigsaw puzzle is unlike any you’ve — 
seen before. Each piece is inthe shape — 
of amarine animal and illustrated with — 
original watercolor artwork. On the re- 
verse side of each piece is its common — 
name, habitat and behavioral informa- 
tion. Put all the pieces together and you — 
have one big fish. This factually interest- 
ing and beautiful puzzle is made of lami- | 
nated Baltic birch, comes ina durable — 
steel can and sells for $65. For a gift that _ 
is both ameaningful learning tool and fun ~ 
to put together, call Peaceful Solutions at 







— — 
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Meet 
Blades, a 
Tigers 
Shark§@ 
hand pup- 
pet with a bad atti- 
tude. Let him out of 
the box if you dare. Tell G.I. Joe, T-Rex and 
the guppies in your aquarium to beware! 
His slashing jaws and menacing fists will 
gnaw and pummel anything in a frenzy of 
ferocious fun. And, if you think Blades is 
tough, wait until you meet his friends (not 
shown), JAB, the hard-nosed Hammer- 
head and Big Slammu, the Killer Whale, 
whose teeth and scowl say, “This ain’t Sea 
World, boy!” Blades and his buddies are 
available for around $21. For information 
on your nearest 
retailer, call (800) 
524-TOYS, = 


= lot 


Wayne Gratz’ lat- 
| est CD, A Gift 
— <- From the Sea, 
y jokes the quiet eloquence 

and peaceful motions of the sea 
with such easy, elegant melodies and pi- 
ano impressions that we quickly become a 
part of his heart-felt reverie. Narada has 
long been associated with critically ac- 
claimed, nature themed recordings and 
this 20 bit mastered CD continues and 
magnifies its tradition of musical excellence 
and environmental awareness. A Gift From 
the Sea, at $13.98 and available at your lo- 
cal music retailer, is for everyone who Is In- 
spired by the sea and Its ancient, timeless 

rhythms. = 


— e Squishy, soft and cuddly, 


C.B. Enterprises’ plush scu- 
ba tank, Scubie, is the teddy 
bear replacement for the 
scuba kid in yout life. It is 16 
inches tall, made of 100 per- 
cent plush and polyester 
fiber filled. Scubie can be 
ourchased at your local dive 
retailer for $29.95 or by 
sending $29.95 plus $3.50 
S&H to P.O. Box 1299, East 
Stroudsburg, PA 18301. 
(PA residents add six per- 
cent sales tax.) = 





























ISLAND, 
ott 


TOURS Bhs TRAVEL 





ROATAN from $625 
CoCo View - AKR - Fantasy Island 
Bayman Bay Club - Posada del Sol 


CAYMAN from $375 
Call for Hotel & Condo Values 


FIJI from $777 
Kadavu-Bega-Matagi-Taveuni 


Sipadan Island $1455 
We’ve been there 7 times, and... 
We will not be undersold 


The best of Cozumel * Belize 
Bonaire * Roatan * Guanaja 
All the Cayman Islands 
Malaysia x Indonesia 
Australia * The Maldives 
Solomon Islands * Vanuatu 


Airfare-Lodging-Diving-Touring 


“We have the knowledge to make your 
Island Dreams come true!” 








| Kim Ken Jolene Lisa Mina 
Callus TOLL FREE and Save 


1-800-346-6116 
Phone: 713/973-9300 
Fax: 713/973-8585 


E-mail: info@islandream.com 
http://www. islandream.com/island/index.htm 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY STEPHEN FRINK 


ey Largo, Florida, is fast becoming 

known as the best wreck dive desti- 
nation this side of Truk Lagoon. Antici- 
pating the addition of the massive 510 
foot Spiegel Grove to the Key Largo artifi- 
Clal reef portfolio, wreck divers from all 
over the world are planning trips to sam- 
ple the modern and historical shipwrecks 
easily accessible just offshore. To facili- 
tate this flood of visitors, one of Key 
Largo’s most innovative dive operators, 
Ocean Divers, has created the Wreck 
Trek package. It features four days of div- 
ing Key Largo’s best shipwrecks, along 
with a sampling of the reefs for which this 
destination is justifiably famous. In addi- 
tion to diving the wrecks with an experi- 
enced and well established operation, 
Ocean Divers, there are great custom 
boats (the 50 foot Ocean Diver and the 
50 foot catamaran Big Red) and special 
services such as wreck dive specialties 
and enriched air (nitrox). 

WRECK TREK ITINERARY—Day #1: The 
Wreck Trek program Is intended asa 
sampler of Key Largo’s premier ship- 
wrecks, As such, it makes sense to begin 
with Key Largo’s biggest and newest 
shipwreck, the Spiegel Grove. |t is 
scheduled to be sunk in early this month 
at a designated artificial reef site south of 
The Elbow. It will rest in about 115 feet 
of water. The wreck’s colossal size, 510 
feet long by 84 feet wide, will make it at- 
tractive for divers of all experience levels 
and even snorkelers! The plan is to use 
controlled cutting explosives along the 
hull to sink the vessel in an upright posi- 
tion. If it settles on the bottom as planned, 
much of the wreck will be accessible in 30 
to 60 feet of water. But, if she lands on her 
side, the uppermost portion of the boat 
will lie in just 3O feet of water. Because 
most of the best diving is five to six miles 
offshore, two tank expeditions are most 
practical. After the Grove, a terrific second 
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Top: Big Red, Ocean Divers’ 50 foot catamaran. Above: Divers at the rail of the Duane, 
an ex-U.S. Coast Guard cutter sunk in 1987. Below left: The Christ of the Abyss statue, 


one of the Keys’ well known dive sites. Below right: The wreckage of the Benwood. 








dive is the nearby wreck of the Benwocd. 

Because of the danger of German U- 
boats stalking the shipping lanes off 
Florida, the 360 foot Benwood was run- 
ning blacked out on the evening of April 9, 
1942, when she collided with another 
freighter. Her bow was crushed and the 
Benwood mortally wounded. Her captain 
turned the stricken ship toward shore, 
hoping to beach her and avoid sinking. 
The damage was too great, however, and 
the ship was abandoned to her fate, ulti- 
mately sinking in 35 to 45 feet of water 
about a mile northeast of French Reef. 
To minimize the hazard to navigation, the 
Benwood was blown apart but her scat- 
tered wreckage is now a magnet for ma- 
rine life. Huge schools of Porkfish, goat- 
fish and grunts surround the mostly intact 
bow section; Copper Sweepers and 
moray eels hide along the convoluted re- 
cesses within the stern. 

Day #2: Key Largo reefs have claimed 
dozens of significant shipwrecks through 
the years, the result of careless mariners 
who strayed too close to the extensive 
shallow spur and groove coral formations 
that fringe the island. Yet in 1987, the local 
dive community decided to enhance the 
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wreck dive portfolio with two spectacular 
327 foot ships, the U.S. Coast Guard cut- 
ters Bibb and Duane. The Duane landed 
upright in 120 feet of water, while the Bibb 
settled on her starboard side in 130 feet. 
Both are just outside the southern bound- 
ary of the Key Largo National Marine 
Sanctuary, about seven miles offshore. 

Ocean Divers has long made diving 
these wrecks a specialty. The Duane is 
dived most often because her upright ori- 
entation allows a shallower profile. In the 
nine years these wrecks have been down 
both have acquired a colorful cloak of en- 
crusting sponges, gorgonians and even 
hard corals. The Duane is rich with marine 
life, especially the huge school of 
Barracuda along the crow’s nest. The 
wheelhouse is now clogged with grunts. 
This is one of the best wide angle photo 
ops in the entire Florida Keys. 

The second dive of this day will target 
one of the shallow coral reefs off Key 
Largo, probably Molasses Reef. It offers 
some of the most abundant and diverse 
species of reef tropicals found anywhere 
in this hemisphere, as confirmed by a re- 
cent fish count by Reef Environmental 
Education Foundation. The combination 








of the exceptional visibility typical of 
Molasses (owing to the proximity of the 
Gulf Stream), high profile coral heads and 
awesome marine life makes this a perfect 
complement to the Duane dive. 

Day #3: The Bibb is rarely dived by oth- 
er dive operators but Ocean Divers makes 
a point to include it in the Wreck Trek be- 
cause it is so colorful and fascinating. The 
crow’s nest and propellers are rich with 
brilliant crimson gorgonians and fields of 
colonial hydroids, sponges and corals 
have transformed the rails and compan- 
ionways into a unique deepwater ecosys- 
tem. The port rail is encountered at 90 feet 
and most dives are planned to a depth of 
about 110. A shallow dive on Pickles 
Reef is a perfect opportunity to offgas fol- 
lowing the Bibb adventure. 

Day #4: On this final day of the Wreck 
Trek package, most divers will want to re- 
visit the Spiegel Grove. Since it’s 510 feet 
long, there is no way it can be seen ade- 
quately in a single dive and a second ex- 
pedition is included. The second dive is 
often by the collective choice of the pack- 
age guests and might include any of the 
many Key Largo favorites such as the 
Christ of the Abyss statue, the wreck of 
the City of Washington or North North 
Dry Rocks. 


MARINA DEL MAR 

The lodging part of the Wreck Trek 
package is with Key Largo’s most popu- 
lar dive resort, Marina Del Mar, conve- 
niently adjacent to Ocean Divers ona 
deep water canal. This allows divers to 
simply stroll from their rooms to the dive 
boat dock. If guests choose to utilize 
Ocean Diver’s guest gear storage room, 
the combination of staying at Marina Del 
Mar and diving with Ocean Divers is es- 
pecially effortless. 

Marina Del Mar offers 76 rooms and 
suites, as well as a 42 slip marina. Other 
amenities include a large waterfront 
restaurant and lounge, conference facili- 
ties, lighted tennis courts, a Nautilus fit- 
ness room and a huge heated freshwa- 
ter swimming pool. A sister property, 
Marina Del Mar Bayside, is nearby with 
54 double rooms and two villas. Marina 
Del Mar Bayside also features Wreck 
Trek packages. 

It is especially appropriate that divers 
enjoy the hospitality of Marina Del Mar re- 
sorts. The Marr family, Stuart, Scott and 
Chester, have been generous and influen- 
tial in making the Spiegel Grove and other 
shipwrecks available for sport divers. 

For more information about the Wreck 
Trek packages or any of the dive/lodging 
opportunities available through Ocean 
Divers and Marina Del Mar, please call 
Ocean Divers at (800) 451-1113 or (305) 
451-1118. The fax is (805) 451-5765 and 
the e-mail address is oceandivrs@aol. 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN FRINK 


very July | visit one of my favorite 

Caribbean dive resorts, the Divi 
Tiara Beach on Cayman Brac. The rea- 
son for the visit is that Divi Tiara hosts a 
Nikonos Shootout and |’m part of the 
administrative staff. However, | enjoy 
these visits So much that | bring my fami- 
ly. My daughter plays on the sandy 
beach and swims in the pool; my wife 
and | enjoy some exceptional diving 
along Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. 
The resort is safe, friendly, wonderfully 
suited to families and one of the most 
perfectly designed dedicated dive re- 
sorts anywhere. 

In the 1980s, the Divi Tiara Beach cre- 
ated a new standard for dedicated dive 
resorts. Under the direction of dive oper- 
ations guru Peter Hughes, Divi Resorts 
built a terrific dive/ohoto complex right at 
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the water's edge. This allowed 
the rental gear, tanks and 
guest gear storage to be just a 
few steps away from the boat 


dock. Of course, thereisa sign- ‘up 


board so divers can choose from a 
menu of daily dive destinations and, as is 
standard with any Peter Hughes dive op- 
eration, the boats are state of the art V- 
hulled diesel vessels. 

Photographers are targeted as prime 
clients for this operation and the new 
photo wing is both spacious and er- 
gonomic. There is a massive E-6 dark- 
room with a sink-line that can accommo- 
date 30 rolls of film in a single run; an ex- 
tensive inventory of rental Nikonos cam- 
eras and videos; film and accessories for 
sale; and a large classroom ideal for edit- 
ing slides and hosting seminars. 
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Grand Cayman 





Left: Divi Tiara’s beach is an ideal 







abound on Cayman Brac’s reefs. Ow 
left: The dive/photo complex is at the ' fa- 
ter’s edge, where the fleet is docked “ 
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The hotel was 
also designed 
for diver conve- 
nience. The din- 


~ ing i is -buffetstyle, | which | like at a dive re- 


sort because it allows for a leisurely meal 
without wasting time waiting for food. 
Meal service is often too slow at island 
resorts and | much prefer leaving more 
time for the important things—such as 
diving. Amenities such as a freshwater 
swimming pool, conference center and 
lighted tennis court all enhance the con- 
venience, comfort and, ultimately, the 
dive experience of the guests. 

Yet, the reality of being in the tropical 
resort business is that constant renova- 
tion and upgrades are necessary. Just 
because a resort was state of the art in 
1986 doesn’t necessarily mean it will be 
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~ Guaranteed! 


Stopover in Yap on Your Way to Palau... FREE! Call for Details. 
Ph: 011-691-350-2300 © Fax: 011-691-350-4567 or 011-691-350-3841 


e-mail: yapdivers@mantaray.com ¢© Visit our home page at: http://www.mantaray.com 
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DIVE BELIZE 


SETTING THE WORLD 
STANDARD IN BELIZE 










Don't You Deserve 
The Royal Treatment? 







Our World Class Vessel was designed 
exclusively for Day Trips in Belize, Diving, 
Snorkeling and Touring the cayes. This 
new modern wonder is the largest, fastest 
dive vessel in the country, travel time 90 
mins. to the Blue Hole. Our innovative 
design includes a modern bathroom, 





















freshwater shower, equipment setup- 
serving area, safety stations and two 
spacious decks to mingle with new and 
old friends. The Royal Treatment Service 
includes hotel transfers, all equipment, 






°95 pp 





Barrier Reef Dive Tours 


Blue Hole, Atoll Dives ‘°150pp 
Dive Paks 3nts/4days ‘*349pp 


Sea and See 4 nts/5 days °469 pp 





Group, Club Discounts/Charters 
“The 16th Diver is always FREE.” 
Join us for Inland and Fishing Adventure, MAYA 
Ruins, Cave Rafting, Rainforest, Flats, River & 
Blue Water Fishing 


GELIZE DIRECT 


TRAVEL & TOURS 


P.O. Box 2210, #10 Eyre St., Belize City, Belize C.A. 


Tel: 501-2-33303 Fax/Voice Mail: 501-2-35833 
E-mail: belizediv@btl.net 


BOOKING US/CAN. ONLY 


1-888-54321GO 
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DIVI TIARA BEACH 


so a decade later. After visiting Tiara 
Beach this summer | was pleased to dis- 
cover that Divi Resorts is obviously keen 
on maintaining Its position in the dive re- 
sort pantheon and has made consider- 
able improvements to the property. The 
dive fleet received a $200,000 refurbish- 
ment in the form of new engines for two 
of the boats and complete rebuilds on 
three others, as well as cosmetic en- 
hancements such as fresh paint and new 
freshwater showers. The compressors 
have also been rebuilt and little things, 
such as new loaner gear bags, are posi- 
tive signs of Divi’s ongoing commitment. 
Other improvements sure to be noticed 
by Tiara Beach repeat guests are in- 
creased retail inventories of T-shirts and 
souvenirs, upgraded underwater photo 
and video systems and, for the rooms, 
new paint, furnishings and TV sets. 





Five custom boats and an experienced 
staff ensure Divi Tiara guests see the best 
Cayman Brac/Little Cayman dive sites. 


The Divi Tiara Beach Resort consists 
59 hotel rooms. There are 24 standard 
accommodations; 22 deluxe units with 
TV and ocean view; and 13 luxury 
rooms with TV, ocean view and hottub. 
In addition, there are 12 timeshare one 
bedroom apartments. Yet talking about 
the nuts and bolts of the resort—things 
such as rooms or pool or conference 
center—fails to convey its true charm. 
My holiday memories at Tiara Beach 
are of pleasantries such as being able 
to open the door to my room to let my 
daughter build sand castles on the 
beach. Or, relaxing in a hammock over- 
looking the blue Caribbean or having a 
drink in the intimate beachside bar. 
Naturally, underwater photo services 
are a high priority to me and | notice the 
quality of E-6 film processing and the 
courtesy and professionalism of the 
resident photo pro. Fortunately, this 
has always been a high priority for 
Photo Tiara, Divi Tiara ’’s photo opera- 
tion. AS a result, Nikon has chosen this 


property to host both a Nikonos 
Shootout and the Nikon School of U/W 
Photography. 

THE DIVING: Divi Tiara Beach Resort 
has never forgotten its primary clients 
are scuba divers and, to that end, it has 
established Dive Tiara. Its staff has 49 
years of collective experience diving the 
reefs and walls of Cayman Brac and 
Litthe Cayman, so they can ensure the 
dive choices offered are best suited to 
the day’s prevailing wind and underwa- 
ter visibility. Also, general manager 
Darren Law and dive operations manag- 
er Stevo Schwartz work closely together 
to ensure meal and dive boat schedules 
are in synch. 

There are presently five custom dive 
boats in the fleet, four 40 foot boats and 
one 36 footer. A pair of 50 cfm com- 
oressors and 90,000 cubic feet of cas- 
cade air storage ensure ample fills for 
the aluminum 80s kept ready on the 
boat—guests never have to handle a 
tank. And, anew level of service has 
been added— gear will now be loaded 
onto each boat and the tanks setup by 
the time a diver steps aboard. After the 
dive, the gear will be offloaded, washed 
and returned to the guest gear storage 
area by the staff. | hate to seem overly 
lazy about such matters but it was a true 
pleasure to simply put my gear away in 
the mesh bag on the boat ride home 
and then step off the boat carrying only 
cameras, knowing my dive gear would 
be taken care of for me. 

Of course, the most efficient dive re- 
sort in the world can’t work unless the 
diving offers commensurate quality. 
Fortunately, Cayman Brac and Little 
Cayman offer some of the very best in 
the Caribbean. Besides the brand new 
wreck of a Russian warship, there are 
56 moored dive sites accessible from 
the Divi Tiara Beach Resort, including 
traditional Cayman Brac favorites such 
as Wilderness Wall, Cemetery Wall, 
Green House Reef, End of the Island 
and Anchor Wall. The 330 foot long 
Russian wreck, rechristened the Capt. 
Keith Tibbetts, was sunk in Sep- 
tember. It sits upright in 58 to 80 feet of 
water and is completely intact, gun tur- 
rets and all. Also, a boat ride of 45 min- 
utes to an hour delivers the gorgeous 
shallow walls of Little Cayman's Bloody 
Bay and Jackson Bight. These Little 
Cayman excursions are scheduled sev- 
eral times each week or even more of- 
ten as weather and guest preference 
dictate. 

For more information about dive/lodg- 
ing packages at the Divi Tiara Beach 
Resort, please phone (800) 367-3484, 
(919) 419-3484 or fax (919) 419-2075. 
To contact the resort directly on Cayman 
Brac, dial (809) 948-1558 or fax (809) 
948-1316, = 














The World’s Second Largest Barrier Reef And The Only True Atolls In The Caribbean 


A beachside island paradise with diving, fishing, snorkeling, 


FT are eelelemniiare(cielailale p 
Daily tours to the Mayan Ruins of Belize 


Experience the ultimate in diving aboard 
our new Pro 42 featuring 


one day trips to Lighthouse Reef, 
the Blue Hole & Turneffe 


Relive the memory with a custom made video from 
Joe Miller Photo Pro Center. 


ie pa Belize 
Call 1-800-Magic 15 


601-649-1990 « fax 601-649-1996 
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WORLD CLASS DIVING ON 
THE TURNEFFE ATOLL 
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at the World- Famous Elbow" 


e Photo/Video Center e Ver Sea Kayaking 
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80 square miles witt 
foreleci@ielagersi telat m millions of fish Tale | one reso 


Private Manta Lagoon, Private Island (28 guests maximum) with Mahogany 
Bungalows, All the Amenities, Top-Notch Boats and service... 
call to find out more...ask us about our specials! 


4 Plats! 


Glover’s Reef Atoll 


= jele hry 4 - te  e 
Ph. 310-937-6468 Fax 310-937-6473 
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[MORE THE MERRIER 
CHRISTMAS SALE 


Get what you really want this 
Christmas and more. Now through 
Dec. 15, when you shop at Scuba 
Network, you get more—a free gift! | Buy any BO 
Our regular low prices and free 
gifts give you more great buys and 
more ways to play Santa this year. 


SCUBA=* | sian 
NETWORK? [see 


Cail or stop by the Scuba Network nearest you: 
800-688-DIVE 


314 Rt. 4 East 
Paramus, NJ 07652 
(201) 488-7946 


| Buy any regulator And geta free 
2 regulator bag 


And get a free 
duffel carry bag 


Enrollafriendin And geta free 
our certification advanced open 
water course 


And get free 
Caribbean gloves 








2037 Central Park Ave. 
Yonkers, NY 10710 
(914) 779-2966 


124 E 57th St. 
New York, NY 10022 
(212) 750-9160 


175 5th Ave. 
New York, NY 10010 
(212) 228-2080 


Route 46 East 
Little Falls, NJ 07424 
(201) 256-0555 


199 No. Federal Highway 
Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 
(954) 422-9982 

245C Old Country Rd. 290 Atlantic Ave. 701 E. Sunrise Blvd. 
Carle Place, NY 11514 Brooklyn, NY 11201 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304 


(516) 997-4864 (718) 802-0700 (954) 761-9599 
Offer valid 11/25/96 thru 12/15/96. In-store sales only. Sorry, no mail order. 
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or Spoiled Divers...and Unspoiled Diving. 


or is 4 Tortola, 
British Virgin Islands 
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DIVE 


- Dramatic U/W pinnacles and canyons 
- Blue waters and sun-bathed reefs 
* The famed wreck of the Rhone 


ENJOY 


- Truly outstanding topside scenery 
* Beaching, sailing and pure relaxation 
- Easy access to dozens of nearby islands 


An exceptional combination 






A 5-Star Dive Center 
with a Personal Touch 
of distinctive diving and 


800-233-7938 superb tropical attractions. 
(809) 494-5854 Tel. (809) 494-5853 Fax ‘Gaascte, 


Find BASKIN IN THE SUN on the WORLDWIDE WEB at http://www.dive-baskin.com or E-mail: baskindive@aol.com 
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MEMORABLE 
SHIPWRECKS 
(Continued from Page 33) 


carrying passengers. Captain William T. 
Turner paid no attention to the threats of 
disaster except to post extra lookouts. 
The Lusitania sailed at noon on May 1. By 
May 6, she was in a war zone off south- 
west Ireland. On the evening of May 6, 
the admiralty issued four warnings of U- 
boat activity in the area. The admiralty al- 
so ordered the Lusitania to zigzag, pro- 
ceed at full soeed and keep away from 
headlands. On the morning of May 7, two 
great egos clashed. Captain Turner re- 
fused to steam a zigzag course and 
slowed his vessel from full soeed to 15 to 
18 knots as he crept to within 12 miles of 
Old Head of Kinsale, Southern Ireland. 

Running on the surface the skipper of 
the German U-boat U-20 spotted the 
high masts of the Lusitania at a distance 
of 13 miles. He ordered the sub to sub- 
merge and headed at full soeed on an in- 
tercepting course. Shortly after 2:00 pm 
the U-boat fired one bow torpedo. It 
struck the Lusitania on the starboard 
side and entered the hull before explod- 
ing. Almost instantly after the toroedo 
exploded there was an even larger ex- 
plosion. Probably a boiler or coal dust in 
the bunkers exploded. The Lusitania 
sank, bow first, and landed on her star- 
board side. Eighteen minutes after being 
struck by one torpedo, the ship struck 
bottom 318 feet below. The dead and 
dying covered the water. Of the 1,959 
persons on board, only 761 survived; 
1,198 died. One hundred twenty-eight of 
the dead were Americans. 

For the next 20 years, the Lusitania 
rested quietly on her starboard side. But 
did she? In the ensuing years there were 
stories but no proof of secret dives on 
the vessel by Italian teams. During the 
summer and early fall of 1935, a team of 
divers, reportedly testing a one atmo- 
sphere dive rig, made one successful 
test dive. This was with the J. S. Peress 
one atmosphere articulated diving bell. 
Diver Jim Jarrett made one test dive on 
the vessel with the modernized Peress 
rig. Oceaneering International made ad- 
ditional modifications to this dive rig and 
it became known as the Jim Suit after 
test diver Jim Jarrett. 

In 1960, an American dive expedition, 
led by John Light, arrived to make a mo- 
tion picture. Reported depth to the hull 
was 2/5 feet. Currents were strong and 
heavy surge hampered work. There was 
a 10 minute time limit at that depth and 
nitrogen narcosis plagued all divers. A 
shark bit one diver. A faulty European- 
made aluminum dive tank exploded and 
ruined the air compressor. One diver 
suffered a severe case of bends. The 
chamber air compressor developed 








USA: 1-800-541-4334 
USA Fax: 415-398-0479 
Fiji Fax: 011-679-702412 
E-mail: Info@aquatrek.com 


ANDI Nitrox Instructor Training Facility 

Fiji's 1st PADI 5 Star IDC and ANDI 
Nitrox Instructor Training Facility. We 
offer courses from Beginner to 
Instructor on Mana Island. There are 
varying dive sites including the 
famous shark feed at the 
“Supermarket.” Our Nadi retail shop 
runs a day dive boat, books dive 
travel/accommodation and stocks 
the latest gear. 
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New Live-aboard launched in 1995! 
Dive all of fabulous Fiji on 
the 100’ “Sere”. Custom built for 
diving and launched new in 1995, 
this ship will take up to 10 people 
to Fiji’s best dive sites. 
For further information 
contact: 


Greg Lawlor 
Box 3256 
Lami, FIJI ISLANDS 
1-800-443-0799 
Ph: 011-679-361171 
Fax: 011-679-361137 
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NAIA: FIJI’S finest diving 
New Sites! More action! 


Nai’a has added a whole new 
area of outrageous dive sites 
to our already outstanding 
selection. Visit Fiji’s last frontier 
to see reefs teeming with sharks, 
mantas, jacks, barracuda, 
macro critters and soft coral! 


Sea & Sea Travel 
800-DIV XPRT 
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Fiji for the price of 
the Caribbean. 
One week inclusive 
packages from $1735! 


1-800-443-0799 


hn CANTAS 


THE AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE 
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VE 
TAVEUNI 


P.O. Matei, Taveuni, 
Fiji Islands 
Phone Fiji: 011-679-880441 
Fax Fiji: 011-679- 880466 


Dive Taveuni Resort offers the 
ultimate tropical island experience, 
luxurious accommodations, 
gourmet island dining, friendly 
people, and relaxed ambience. 
This resort is owned and operated 
by your hosts Ric & Do Cammick. 
Nestled in 7 acres of gardens, 
overlooking the renowned 
Somosomo Straits, DIVE TAVEUNI 
is an experienced operation 
providing services for novice and 
experienced divers. 
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USA: 1-800-541-4334 
USA Fax: 415-398-0479 
Fiji Fax: 011-679-880-288 
E-mail: info@aquatrek.com 


Awesome, world class diving! 
10 minutes to the Rainbow 
Reef and Great White Wall. 

e Superior dive service! 
Friendly, efficient, and 
professional Fijian dive staff. 

e Unbeatable value! 7 nights 
/10 dives /all meals only $799 


p.p.t.s. 
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YOUR CHOICE NON-STOP TO FUJI. 


The Pacific’s leading 

airlines, Air Pacific and 

Qantas, want to take 

you on the only non- 

stop service from the 

mainland United States to Fiji, 

one of the most breath-taking (800)227- wane) 
dive areas and most friendly & gawras 
destinations in the world. 


y AIR 
PACIFIC 


THE AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE 


(800)227-4500 
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on Beachcomber Island 

© Resort. Fiji's only Nitrox facility 
situated in the oldest marine 
reserve. Spectacular diving 
including a shark encounter, ship 
& plane wrecks, soft corals, PADI 
instructors and divemasters. 
Professional trained show divers 
safe, world-class diving. 


Namale Resort 
Box 244, Savusavu, Fiji. 
Ph: 011-679-850435 
Fax: 011-679-850400 
North America: 800-727 FIJI 


World class diving...with service 
to match! A wide range of activities 
for the non-divers. Only 8 couples 
will experience the impeccable 
accommodations, gourmet meals 
and the ultimate in pampering. 
Magical with romance 
and surprises. 


Ph: 800- 521-7242 
Phone Fiji: 011-679-666538 
Fax Fiji: 011-679-669955 
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FIJI-WIDE 
DIVE 
RESERVATIONS 
NETWORK 


eee 
Enjoy the Best for Less 


TROPICAL 
ADVENTURES 


——TRAVEL—— 


Linking your 
Entire Vacation 
USA/FIJI 


1-800-854-3454 
SEA FIJI TRAVEL 


P.O. Box 264, Savusavu 
Fiji Islands 
Phone: 011-679-850345 
Fax: 011-679-850344 


P Amn PACIFIC 
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17 Years of 
Fiji Experience! 


One Call-Does It All! 


800-247-3483 


QANTAS 
THE AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE 
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Unspoiled, unpopulated, unusually 
perfect. Kadavu’s premier resort. 
Intimate, secluded retreat limited to 
10 guests. Luxurious colonial style 
cottages. Private reefs offer world 
Class diving minutes from shore. 
Complimentary video on request. 
Escape to Malawai. For details call: 


Island Dreams Travel 
800-346-6116 or Malawai direct 
Ph: 011-679-520102 
Fax: 011-679-361536 
P.O. Box 1277, Suva, Fiji lslands 
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ECO DIVERS 


the Affordable Alternative! 


Professional Dive Team, Fantastic Variety of 
Diving, Moored Dive Sties; Fast-Fun RIB Zodiacs, 
fitted tank wrecks/ladders. Accommodation/Dive 

Packages. Individuals/Groups. 


Phone Fiji: 011-679-850122 
Fax Fiji: 011-679-850344 
P.O. Box 264, Savusavu, Fiji Islands 


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 
FIJI ISLAND RESORT 


Private Mail Bag, Savusavu, Fiji lslands 


Phone Fiji: 011-679-850188 
Fax Fiji: 011-679-850340 
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“Top Ten Perfect Resorts” 
—Conde Nast Traveler 


Vatulele is the only Pacific island 
admitted to the Relais & Chateaux, 
an exclusive hotel chain noted for 
personal service and cuisine. 
Catering for only 16 couples, this 
romantic hideaway is Fiji’s only 
5-Star island resort with a PADI 
facility including instructors. 


800-828-9146 
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Inclusive 
Packages & Custom 
Itineraries toall 
Dive Resorts & 
Live-aboards 
in Fiji 
Low Cost Air! 
1-800-928-3757 


Pain PACIFIC 
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problems and carbon monoxide entered 
the chamber. In spite of the problems, 
the Light expedition persisted for three 
years to make its film. One of the dive 
crew admitted he took some artifacts. 

In 1982, Oceaneering International 
mounted a saturation diving expedition to 
perform salvage work on the liner. 
Reportedly, they made many interesting 
and valuable recoveries, including the 
ship’s bell and the giant bronze propellers. 


In 1994, a group of one dozen divers 
launched an expedition using mixed gas 
scuba. This venture was reportedly for 
media and photographic information. 

Was the Lusitania carrying military car- 
go? Or was she an innocent passenger 
ship sunk by a stubborn sub skipper? 
The German captain logged it as he saw 
it, “The ship is made out to be a large 
passenger steamer.” At least two divers 
reported seeing gun emplacements on 
the vessel. When efforts were made to 
photograph the “guns” strong currents 
and other problems caused the dive to 
be aborted. Perhaps in the future a group 


Sirpie ae Ha / Of 


At the Ocean 
Corporation we - 
cannot supply enough 
graduates to meet the 
demand! Find out how 
you can launch an 
exciting and challenging 
career in commercial 
diving. Join one of the 
few professions where 
the demand is eee! 
than the iy 


supply! 


Find out more about 


employment opportunities 
‘\ in commercial diving. 
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Call: 
1-800-321-0298 or 
713-530-0202 


collect 


10840 Rockley Road 
Houston, TX 77099-3416 





of curious divers with enough capitol, 
nerve and curiosity will find the answer to 
the question. Does it matter? The sinking 
of the Lusitania was not the cause of the 
U.S. entering WW |. That event did not 
occur until nearly three years later. 


THE BATTLESHIP 
BISMARCK 

The German battleship Bismarck was 
launched at Hamburg on February 14, 
1939. Two years later, in the spring of 
1941, she was ready for sea. She was 
more than 800 feet long and displaced 
53,000 tons. Her main armament was 
three turrets, each with three 15 inch 
guns. She could fire projectiles, each 
weighing one ton, a distance of 20 miles. 
She was one of the most powerful battle- 
ships ever built yet her life as an active 
warship lasted just two weeks. 

In early 1941, Great Britain and Ger- 
many were involved in WW ll. It was es- 
sential for victory that Germany blockade 
maritime traffic to the British Isles. For sur- 
vival, it was equally important that Britain 
keep her sea lanes open for critically need- 
ed supplies. Grand Admiral of the German 
Navy, Erich Raeder, had stationed Ger- 
man maritime raiders all across the Atlan- 
tic Ocean. Also, there were some pa- 
trolling the Pacific shipping lanes. They 
sank thousands of tons of vital shipping. 
Admiral Raeder ordered the recently 
launched Bismarck and the cruiser Prince 
Eugen, then in German waters, to sea to 
replace two disabled raiders. En route 
along the coast of Norway, aircraft spot- 
ted the two German ships. The British 
Admiralty ordered the battleship Prince of 
Wales and the battle cruiser Hood to inter- 
cept and sink the German vessels. 

Three days later, on May 24, the four 
vessels met and clashed. In a battle that 
lasted about eight minutes, the damaged 
Prince of Wales fled the scene. The battle 
cruiser Hood apparently took a salvo in 
her after magazines and exploded. She 
sank within a few minutes with a loss of 
1,338. Only three of her crew survived 
the sinking. The Bismarck, hit and dam- 
aged, continued on a southerly course to 
try to reach safety in a French port. 

On May 26, still 600 miles off the 
French port of Brest, the Prince Eugen 
had sortied on acommerce raid. The 
Bismarck slowed to await her return. 
Later that day, planes from the British 
carrier Ark Royal spotted the Bismarck. 
Bombs and torpedoes from planes 
caused additional damage. One torpedo 
struck her rudders and damaged them. 
The giant battlewagon could no longer 
maneuver. The following day, May 27, 
British warships arrived and, with guns 
and torpedoes, began demolishing the 
German vessel. The design of her com- 
partments and her construction Suppos- 
edly made her unsinkable. Additional tor- 








pedoes from the cruiser /artar slammed 
into the Bismarck. The Bismarck sank 
rapidly in 16,000 feet of water, witha 
loss of 1,900 lives. The British cruiser 
Dorsetshire rescued some 400 of her 
crew only to abandon the nearly 2,000 
men still in the water when a German 
submarine entered the area. 

The Bismarck sank quickly. There 
were no efforts made to locate the ves- 
sel for the next 48 years. In the summer 
of 1988, a research team began an un- 
successful search for the vessel. There 
was a second expedition in the summer 
of 1989. The research team picked up a 
debris trail in early June. This was fol- 
lowed until the main hull of the Bismarck 
was located. Apparently she had rolled 
over as she sank. Her main gun turrets 
fell out as she rolled but the vessel land- 
ed upright on the muddy bottom with 
only a slight list to port. 


THE ANDREA DORIA 

The wreckage of the Andrea Doria is 
the Mt. Everest of wreck diving. Similar 
to that famous mountain, this wreck has 
killed some who have challenged its haz- 
ards. At least six divers have died on the 
Doria in the four decades she has been 
rotting away on the bottom. 

lf ever there was a collision that should 
not have happened it is that of the 
Stockholm and the Andrea Doria. The 
collision occurred about an hour before 
midnight on July 25, 1956. The vessels 
were in the open sea about 55 nautical 
miles south of the Nantucket lightship. 
Bridge personnel had radar contact with 
each other for 15 to 20 minutes before 
the crash. The 565 foot Stockholm was 
on course 091 at a speed of 18 knots. 
The larger and faster Andrea Doria (697 
feet long) was on course 264 at a speed 
of 21.8 knots. Very nearly dead ahead of 
each other on opposite courses they 
were Closing at a relative speed of almost 
40 knots. This represents a closing 
speed of about 4,000 feet per minute— 
two nautical miles in three minutes. Each 
vessel was able to see the others running 
lignts when they were about 0.5 to 2 min- 
utes apart. The officers of the deck had 
very little time to decide what to do. 

Both vessels changed course in such 
a way that made collision inevitable. The 
Stockholm’s bow crashed into the star- 
board side of the Andrea Doria about 
amidships. She suffered 44 casualties, 
most of whom died on the initial impact. 
The Andrea Doria sank 11 hours after 
the collision on July 26, 1956. The 
Stockholm made port under her own 
power. There was no determination as 
to the degree of fault for each vessel. 

The Andrea Doria lies in 240 feet of 
water on her damaged starboard side 
with her bow slightly elevated. Decth at 
the highest part of the hull, believed to be 








COMPRESSORS 











The new BASIC PACKAGE is 
designed as an economical, 
high quality alternative to 
‘ee our Classic breathing air sys- 
tems. These high pressure 
¥ breathing air systems are 
% available in 230 VAC single 

/ phase or three phase 
230/460 VAC electric motor 
drive, ranging from 4.3 to 
26.0 SCFM charging rate with 
discharge pressures up to 
5000 PSIG. 


BP15-E3 






_ - 3 These rugged, compact 
“ MBs and portable high pressure 

breathing air systems are the 
perfect choice for professional 
divers and diving groups. 
Available in gasoline or diesel 
engine drive, ranging from 3.6 

ae to 8.4 SCFM charging rate with 
Capitano ~ iy, discharge pressures up to 
Gas/Dive na 5000 PSIG. 





Complete with air purification 
system and fill hose, these safe, 
reliable and lightweight portable 
compressors are designed for 
the serious sport diver. 

Available in electric motor drive 
single phase 230 VAC, three 
phase 230/460 VAC and gasoline 
or diesel engine drive. 





Bh aa Utilus 10-D 


Diesel Drive 


Compressor and drive unit 
can be carried separately 


BAUER COMPRESSORS, INC. 
1328 AZALEA GARDEN ROAD 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23502-1944 
(804) 855-6006 
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Bridge the gap with 


DIVERS Quality training since 1977 


of the Eastern Seaboard, Inc. 


att A PROFESSIONAL DIVER! 


| « Surface Air/Mixed Gas Diving 
» Hyperbaric Chamber Operation 
Underwater Welding & Burning 

» Bridges, Oil Rigs & Power Plants 

« Remote Vehicles, U/W Ultrasonics 
* Federal Financial Assistance 

for Qualified Students 
» Approved for Veterans Training 
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B Sicers aes 7 the Eastern Seaboard, Inc. a 


2500 Broadway = Camden, NJ 08104= (609) 966-1 





Finally, a resort that has it all... 


The Plaza Kesort 


— Ss pS Si 7 a 


Brand new 5 star resort with 224 luxurious suites an as,a complete dive shop and 
watersports facility, 3 restaurants/ 3 hars, ope activities desk, mini-market, rental center 
(with cars, scooters and Boston wha ers), casino and a beautiful beac 
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For foseiiatione e iniaenton call: 


1-800-766-6016 


Fax: 617-821-1568 ¢ Tel: 617-821-1012 
Special Group Rates Ava ilable 


An Introductory Gift for You 


$1002"0f# 


*Certain Restrictions Apply, Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Minimum 5 Night Stay. Expires December 31, 1996. 
Applicable to all room categories. Direct bookings only. Call 1-800-766-6016 
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the port side of the bridge structure, is 
170 feet. 

Life Magazine for September 17, 
1956, reported that on the next day, July 
2/, ‘two amateur divers” made a dive to 
the Andrea Doria. The two divers were 
definitely not amateurs. Divers Peter 
Gimbel and Joseph Fox had many years 
of wreck diving experience. A dive to the 
Doria using the open circuit scuba of 40 
years ago is comparable to an assault on 
Mt. Everest without special support 
equipment or asupport team. Their 
Doria mission was to bring back a series 
of black and white photos. Those first 
photos of the wreck appeared in the 
August 6 and August 13 issues of Life. 

The next expedition to the Andrea 
Doria was an assignment by Life 
Magazine to bring back a series of color 
photographs of the wrecked vessel. 
Magazine editor Kenneth MacLeish and 
Peter Gimbel led the dive crew. Ex- 
perienced West Coast divers Bob Dill, 
L.A. County lifeguard Ramsey Parks 
and Ear! Murray of Scripps Institute of 
Oceanography, completed the dive 
crew. Lieutenant Commander James E. 
Stark, USN, Medical Corps, on leave 
from the Navy, provided technical assis- 
tance for the dive. A chartered 50 foot 
cruiser was their base of operations. 

The descending line landed on the 
side of the wreck below and aft the 
bridge structure. The divers penetrated 
several compartments as they swam 
Upward toward the bridge. They also 
swam along an elevator shaft, sighted 
scattered luggage of passengers and 
recovered one suitcase. The suitcase 
was eventually returned to the owner, a 
passenger who survived the sinking. Life 
Magazine carried a color photo report of 
this dive in its September 17, 1956, is- 
sue. An excellent, more complete report 
of this dive, written by Ramsey Parks, 
appeared in the June 1957 SKIN DIVER 
Magazine. 

' More than 100 divers have since visit- 
ed the Doria. A few have made many 
dives on the wreck. At least one person 
has reportedly made more than 100 
dives on her. The ultimate goal of a wreck 
diver is photography or artifacts. Wrecks 
offer many opportunities for both; espe- 
cially the Andrea Doria. Experienced 
divers who can listen to the sounds of the 
sea and of the wreck report the Doria is 
noisy, often emitting groans and the 
sounds of bangs and scrapes. These 
could be from movement owing to strong 
Currents, settling, pieces of the vessel 
falling into the depths owing to corrosion 
or the change in buoyancy owing to air 
trapped in compartments. = 
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Bos SoTo’s TEARS DOWN THE PRICE 
Barrier: For the first time, Bob Soto’s 
Diving has managed to tear down the 
Grand Cayman winter price barrier by 
slashing dive vacation package prices to 
arate $100 below summer rates! 

Celebrating 40 years in the resort diving 
business, Bob Soto’s wanted to do 
something “very, very special” for the dive 
traveler in 1997, according to Soto’s pres- 
ident, Ron Kipp. As the creator of Scuba- 
bowl, the Guaranteed Dive Vacation and 
Cayman Madness, Kipp wanted to offer a 
significant diving vacation bargain during 
the normally “high and pricey season.” 

Kipp approached the Treasure Island 
Resort with a proposal to devote 10 rooms 
oer day (20 divers/double occupancy) at a 
bargain price during the peak winter sea- 
son. Long time associate Cayman Airways 
also agreed to devote 20 airline seats to 
the program. Bob Soto’s reduced the 
orice of its summer packages to an all-time 
low for the winter dive package (January 1 
through April 14, 1997). 

A four day/three night/two days of div- 
ing package is only $499, including air- 
fare from Miami. The five night package 
is $699 and the favorite, eight days/sev- 
en nights/six days of diving, is only $899. 
This is a savings of $200 to $600 per per- 
son compared to other packages. 

Every diver gets a two tank dive every full 
day, a night or afternoon one tank dive and 
unlimited shore diving. Cayman airport 
transfers and all dive transportation is in- 
cluded, as are taxes and service charges. 

Accommodations (double occupancy) 
are at the Treasure Island Resort, the new 
headquarters of Bob Soto’s Diving. It fea- 
tures the only hotel based PADI Five Star 
Develooment Center, recently opened by 
Bob Soto’s Diving, three bars, two pools, 
three restaurants, a shopping arcade and 
full service dive shop. 

Cayman Airways, a diver’s airline, flies 
into Cayman three times daily from 
Miami. A nominal upgrade for the pack- 
age is available on regularly scheduled 
Cayman Airways flights from Tampa, 
Orlando, Atlanta and Houston. Add-on 
airfare from your originating city is avail- 
able, often at low preferential rates, when 
booked through Bob Soto’s. 

Known as one of the finest diving desti- 
nations in the world, Bob Soto’s Diving 
takes its customers another step toward 
awesome diving with a reputation for out- 
standing customer service. 

For more information or reservations, 
call (800) BOB SOTO, fax (845) 949-8731 
or e-mail bobsotos@candw.ky. = 


BIAMING ADVENTURE, ANL 


A unique a, attractive priva te lola! resort 

combining natural beauty with casual elegance, modern comforts, 
fine food and excellent service. Beachside or hillside rooms, 

air conditioned, with phone, cable iv refrigerator 

and private patio. Dadicotad dive operation, full service marina, 
all wa st sae tennis and bashetbl courts. 
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WINTER SPECIAL 


$896.00 





i nights A/C accommodations, 
unlimited diving on both 
North & South Coast of Roatan, 
all meals & welcome cocktail, | 
and airport transfers. 
(Taxes not included.) 


Pretoria lathes | 
and comfort to make it EASY to 
DIVE KEY LARGO. Dive day or 
night, air or Nitrox— 

Ocean Divers does tt all! 


522 Caribbean Drive, Key Largo, FL 33037 © E-mail : oceandivrs@aol.com 
Phone: 305-451-1113 ¢ Fax: 305-451-5765 
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ADVENTURE 
Is ALWAYS 
ON THE LINE. 








Surface Air, and 
Tank-Fill Compressors 


1-800-327-0412 


940 N.W. Ist Street ¢ Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 
Web site http://www.browniedive.com/dive 
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GOING TO 


Call us now and receive 
our free Guide to Bonaire! 
Includes maps, 

lodging 

descriptions, 

discount 

travel © 


package 
prices along 


| lodging and 
ISLAN ND diving options! 


CALL OUR BONAIRE EXPERTS: 
(800) 748-8733 (601) 353-7547 
FAX: (601) 353-7559 
FEEPEESESSESSES 
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METAL DETECTORS 





Fisher M-Scope 
Impulse 


All the Benefits of Pulse Induction 
Without the Drawbacks 











photos/Bonnie J. Cardone 


BY TAMARA COLLINS 


AX treasure hunters and profession- 
al salvors require a specialized tool 
for their craft. They need a sensitive de- 
vice, with a fast target response, that can 
detect metal at maximum depths, 
whether the user sweeps at a fast speed 
or holds the detector perfectly still. It is al- 
So important for a metal detector to be 
sensitive to gold and silver, have along 
battery life and be constructed of 
rugged, non-corrodible materials that 
can withstand the destructive elements 
of sun, sand and salt. 

The Fisher M-Scope Impulse fulfills all 
the requirements of the professional, 
with some added features that benefit 
the amateur beachcomber and U/W 
treasure hunter as well. It is a sophisticat- 
ed instrument, using pulse induction 
technology, but its controls are strioped 
down to the bare essentials, making it 
easy to operate and user-friendly. It also 
has a friendly price. The Impulse can be 
purchased with an 8 inch coil for $900 or 
with a 10% inch coil for $920. 

The Impulse can be used on land, on 
the beach, in fresh water or in the ocean 
down to 250 feet. Pulse induction is the 
technology that makes it ideally suited for 
use in or near the ocean. This method of 
transmitting and receiving signals from 
buried metal allows it to virtually ignore 
salt, which is extremely conductive when 
wet, and penetrate black sand and some 
highly mineralized soils that are inherent 
in the marine environment. 

In the past, pulse induction detectors 
had some drawbacks. They were heavy, 
needed frequent tuning, required slow 


The Impulse is available with an 8 or 10% 
inch search coil and has permanently at- 
tached headphones. The control panel (in- 
set above) has adjustment knobs for tun- 
ing/battery test and volume/power. 
The LCD and LED measure signal strength. 


sweep speeds to maximize sensitivity 
and depth and had a high battery drain. 
The Impulse is the Fisher engineers’ an- 
swer to the challenges of pulse induction 
technology. It is rugged, lightweight and 
well balanced, with a fiberglass upper 
stem, fiberglass reinforced injection 
molded ABS plastic lower stem anda 
search coil potted in solid epoxy. It mea- 
sures 50 inches fully extended and col- 
lapses to 31 inches, the best length for 
diver use. Topside, it weighs only 5.2 
pounds (with the 8 inch coil); it is slightly 
positive underwater. There is an optional 
brass clip-on sinker assembly available 
for $18 that adds 11.5 ounces to the de- 
tector and makes it negatively buoyant. 

The Impulse is comfortable to use, 
with padding on the stainless steel arm- 
rest, headphones and handgrip. To re- 
duce the possibility of arm fatigue, land 
or shallow water treasure hunters can re- 
move the control housing from the shaft 
and mount it on their belt, taking some of 
the weight off the handle. 

The Impulse’s simplicity of operation will 
be encouraging to amateurs and a refresh- 
ing change for professionals. The control 
housing has only two adjustment knobs— 
the tuner/battery test control, which ad- 
justs the threshold level and can be set to 
view battery strength; and the volume con- 
trol, which also turns the detector off. 








Once the Impulse has been tuned to Its 
maximum sensitivity and the volume is 
adjusted for comfort, the treasure hunting 
can begin. The user can sweep the open 
center spider coil (electro-static insulated 
to reduce certain types of false signals) 
quickly, slowly or hold it still over a crack 
or crevice in the reef. When metal is 
sensed, the user is notified in three ways: 
a liquid crystal display (LCD) bar graph 
that rises with an increase in signal 
strength; a flashing LED; and a signal 
emitted through the headphones that in- 
creases in pitch and volume as the center 
of the search coil passes over the target. 

As would be expected from an amphibi- 
ous metal detector, the Impulse’s high 
quality, Piezo Electric headphones are 


USER COMMENTS 


Manual: “The Impulse’s 
manual is clear, concise and 
full of useful tips for operation.” 

Setup: “The detector requires 
minor assembly. Attaching the 
search coil to the lower stem is 
simple. Adjusting the stem and 
armrest to their appropriate po- 
sition for me was also easy.” 

Operation: “The Impulse is 
lightweight and comfortable to 
hold. Tuning and detection are 
made easy by the stripped 
down control panel, with just 
two knobs for adjustment, an 
LCD and LED. The signal 
comes through the head- 
phones loud and clear.” 


submersible. To assist in pressure equal- 
ization, each earphone has a tethered 
drain plug that should be removed during 
descent and ascent. The headset Is ad- 
justable to accommodate different head 
sizes and permanently attached to the 
control housing via a durable coiled cable. 

The high impact ABS injection molded 
plastic control housing is also the 
Impulse’s powerhouse. It holds eight 1.5 
volt AA penlight batteries, which supply 
power for up to 50 hours continuous use 
with carbon zinc batteries and even 
longer with alkalines. 

It took Fisher, a company with more 
than 60 years of engineering expertise, to 
raise the quality of pulse induction tech- 
nology to the standards that treasure 
hunters demand. If you want a metal de- 
tector that will give you an advantage 
over the other guys, contact Fisher 
Research Laboratory for more informa- 
tion or dealer locations. You can write to 
200 W. Willmott Road, Los Banos, CA 
93635, call (209) 826-3292 or fax (209) 
826-0416. =8% 





Dive St. Lucia 
Walon iA atelercleamulreys 


operation to offer the ideal Dive Resort option 


in St. Lucia at an unbeatable price. 


ST. LU ST._LUCIA Call (800) 327-8150 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES Toll Free—U.S. and Canada 
Local (954) 462-3400 « Fax (954) 462-4100 
A Neal Watson's Undersea Adventures Affiliate E-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
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Provo Turks & Caicos Islands Presents 


Play Here... 

...With Art Pickering’s Provo Turtle Divers. 

1996 Rodale’s Scuba Diving Readers choice “Top Five Award Winner” 
Our first-class facilities are either on property or only a short ride away 
from your hotel room. You pick the package—we'll take you to the finest 
diving in the Turks & Caicos— guaranteed hassle- free and fun! 


Art Pi ; 

ART ceo 1 -800-833- 1 341 

) (809) 946-4232 ¢ FAX: (809) 941-5296 
pS TURTLE (954) 467-3460 e FAX: (954) 467- -7544 . 
AS | P.O. Box 350154 « Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335 


DIVERS e-mail: proturt]@caribsurf.com 


RATES VALID THRU DECEMBER 15, 1996, 
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Skin Diver Magazine 


ADVANCED DIVING by Jeanne Bear Sleeper 

DIVE PREP FOR UNDER ICE EXCURSIONS, pg. 20, Jan. 
ICE DIVING TECHNIQUES, pg. 22, Feb. 
UNDERWATER MAPPING, pg. 20, Mar. 
UNDERWATER MAPPING Il, pg. 20, Apr. 

READING THE WAVES, pg. 18, May 

U/W CLEANUP TIPS, pg. 24, June 

RIDING THE RIPS, pg. 28, July 

CHOOSING A WETSUIT, pg. 46, Aug. 

HOW TO CHOOSE A DIVE DESTINATION, pg. 16, Nov. 
SELF-HELP, pg. 18, Dec. 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS 

SCUBAPRO SEAHAWK by Tamara Collins, pg. 24, Jan. 
SEA QUEST QUICKDRAW by Ty Sawyer, pg. 30, Mar. 
U.S. TECH TRAVELER by Ty Sawyer, pg. 10, Apr. 


CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

DIXIE DIVERS FRANCHISE by Bill Gleason, pg.11, Feb. 

PRO DIVE: FIRST PADI CDC by Bill Harrigan, pg. 30, Feb. 

DIVERS UNLIMITED by Donna McLaughlin, pg. 28, Mar. 

PADI CDC’S by Bill Gleason, pg. 96, Apr. 

DIXIE DIVERS SEDI by Shirley Vanderbilt, pg. 130, Apr. 

HALL’S CAREER INSTITUTE by S. Vanderbilt, pg. 20, May 

DIVERS UNLIMITED by Shirley Vanderbilt, pg. 40, June 

PRO DIVE: PADI CDC by Bill Harrigan, pg. 16, July 

SSI OPEN WATER COURSE by Ty Sawyer, pg. 22, July 

PADI ENRICHED AIR DIVER COURSE by B. Cardone, pg. 14, Aug. 

DIXIE DIVERS SEDI by Shirley Vanderbilt, pg. 12, Oct. 

BOB BRAYMAN’S INTERNATIONAL DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT 
HALL’S by Shirley Vanderbilt, pg. 8, Nov. 

SSI SCUBA SKILLS UPDATE PROGRAM by T. Collins, pg. 10, Nov. 

NASDS ADVANCED DIVING COURSE by Ty Sawyer, pg. 20, Nov. 

PRO DIVE TO TOP TWO THOUSAND by Bill Harigan, pg. 36, Nov. 

DIVERS UNLIMITED by Walt Stearns, pg. 14, Dec. 


CARIBBEAN TRAVEL 

The Bahamas 

NASSAU’S BAHAMA DIVERS by Al Hornsby, pg. 98, Jan. 

SUN DIVERS & BRITISH COLONIAL BEACH RESORT by Shirley 
Vanderbilt, pg. 82, Feb. 

XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES/BAHAMAS by Bill Harrigan, 
pg. 72, Mar. 

STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN/BAHAMAS by Stephen Frink, 
pg. 102, Mar. 

UNEXSO/BAHAMAS by Stephen Frink, pg. 44, Apr. 

WALKER’S CAY by Shirley Vanderbilt, pg. 112, Apr. 

1996 BAHAMAS DIVE GUIDE by Stephen Frink, pg. 87, May 

DIVE SOUTH OCEAN: BAHAMAS by Stephen Frink, pg. 100, June 

CLUB MED COLUMBUS ISLE by Bill Harrigan, pg. 32, July 

NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE by Stephen Frink, pg. 118, July 

UNEXSO/BAHAMAS PRINCESS RESORT by S. Frink, pg. 56, Aug. 

STUART COVE’S SHARK CIRCUS by Stephen Frink, pg. 44, Oct. 

BIMINI UNDERSEA ADVENTURES by Bill Harrigan, pg. 56, Oct. 

Bay Islands 

ROATAN’S REEF HOUSE RESORT by Rick Frehsee, pg. 92, Jan. 

UTILA LODGE by Rick Frehsee, pg. 44, Feb. 

ROATAN’S ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT & INSTITUTE FOR MARINE 
SCIENCES by Rick Frehsee, pg. 86, Feb. 

FANTASY ISLAND: ROATAN by Rick Frehsee, pg. 60, Mar. 

GUANAJA’S POSADA DEL SOL by Rick Frehsee, pg. 80, Apr. 

GUANAJA’S BAYMAN BAY CLUB by Rick Frehsee, pg. 52, May 

ROATAN’S COCO VIEW RESORT by Rick Frehsee, pg. 114, July 

FANTASY ISLAND: ROATAN by Stephen Frink, pg. 50, Aug. 


ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT: ROATAN by Rick Frehsee, pg. 104, Sept. 


1996 BAY ISLANDS DIVE GUIDE by Rick Frehsee, pg. 99, Oct. 

LAGUNA BEACH RESORT: UTILA by Rick Frehsee, pg. 118, Nov. 

POSADA DEL SOL: GUANAJA by Rick Frehsee, pg. 96, Dec. 

Belize 

SAN PEDRO HOLIDAY HOTEL/BOTTOM TIME DIVE SHOP by Rick 
Frehsee, pg. 56, Jan. 

BELIZE’S NEW TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE by S. Frink, pg. 36, Feb. 


BELIZE’S BLACKBIRD CAYE RESORT by Rick Frehsee, pg. 98, Mar. 


BELIZE YACHT CLUB/BELIZE DIVE CENTER by Rick Frehsee, pg. 
106, Mar. 

DANCING SHARKS OF AMBERGRIS by Geri Murphy, pg. 119, Apr. 

THE GREAT MAYA REEF by Rick Frehsee, pg. 124, Apr. 

1996 BELIZE DIVE GUIDE by Rick Frehsee, pg. 135, May 

BELIZE’S MANTA RESORT by Rick Frehsee, pg. 44, June 

TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE: BELIZE by Rick Frehsee, pg. 72, July 

CAYE BEACH & DIVE RESORT: BELIZE by R. Frehsee, pg. 122, July 

RUM POINT INN: BELIZE by Rick Frehsee, pg. 104, Aug. 
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RAMON’S VILLAGE: AMBERGRIS CAYE by R. Frehsee, pg. 92, Sept. 

AMBERGRIS CAYE: BELIZE by Rick Frehsee, pg. 112, Sept. 

THREE ATOLLS AND A BARRIER REEF by Brad Gerber, pg. 74, Nov. 

SUNBREEZE BEACH HOTEL & BELIZE UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
by Rick Frehsee, pg. 84, Nov. 

MANTA RESORT by Rick Frehsee, pg. 84, Dec. 

Bermuda 

CONSTELLATION by Geri Murphy, pg. 60, Aug. 

MARY CELESTIA by Geri Murphy, pg. 108, Sept. 

BERMUDA’S SHIPWRECK CERTIFICATE PROGRAM by Geri 
Murphy, pg. 28, Oct. 

PELINAION by Geri Murphy, pg. 72, Nov. 

BERMUDA’S FIRST U/W VIDEO SERVICE by G. Murphy, pg. 142, Nov. 

CRISTOBAL COLON by Geri Murphy, pg. 22, Dec. 

Bonaire 

SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/BEACH CLUB/BONAIRE by Stephen Frink, 
pg.56, Feb. 

HARBOUR VILLAGE/BONAIRE by Bill Gleason, pg. 128, Apr. 

CAPTAIN DON’S: BONAIRE by Stephen Frink, pg. 48, May 

BUDDY DIVE RESORT: BONAIRE by Bill Gleason, pg. 122, May 

SUNSET BEACH: BONAIRE by Susan L. Swygert, pg. 112, June 

SAND DOLLAR: BONAIRE by B. Gleason & S. Frink, pg. 126, June 

BRUCE BOWKER’S CARIB INN: BONAIRE by B. J. Cardone, pg. 80, 
Sept. 

TOUCAN DIVING & PLAZA RESORT BONAIRE by Susan Swygert, 
pg. 96, Sept. 

SAND DOLLAR DIVE & PHOTO: BONAIRE by S. Frink, pg. 18, Oct. 

SUNSET BEACH RESORT: BONAIRE by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 84, Oct. 

BONAIRE 1996 DIVE GUIDE by Stephen Frink, pg. 108, Nov. 

Cayman Islands 

CAYMAN ISLANDS 1996 DIVE GUIDE by Geri Murphy, pg. 91, Feb. 

DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN by Walt Stearns, pg. 44, Mar. 

BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT/REEF DIVERS by Walt Stearns, pg. 
74, Mar. 

BOB SOTO’S SEVEN MILE BEACH/GRAND CAYMAN by Geri 
Murphy, pg. 76, Mar. 

CAYMAN MADNESS ’96 by Geri Murphy, pg. 24, Apr. 

PARROTS LANDING: GRAND CAYMAN by W. Stearns, pg. 40, Apr. 

GRAND CAYMAN’S NORTH SOUND by Walt Stearns, pg. 72, Apr. 

PARADISE DIVERS/PARADISE VILLAS by W. Stearns, pg. 100, Apr. 

SUNSET HOUSE: GRAND CAYMAN by Walt Stearns, pg. 44, May 

BOB SOTO’S NORTH WALL by Geri Murphy, pg. 108, May 

PARROTS LANDING by Walt Stearns, pg. 128, June 

GRAND CAYMAN’S TURTLE FARM by Walt Stearns, pg. 154, June 

CAYMAN BRAC by Walt Stearns, pg. 38, July 

CAYMAN MADNESS ’96 by Geri Murphy, pg. 23, Sept. 

THE EAST END: GRAND CAYMAN by Walt Stearns, pg. 38, Sept. 

STINGRAY PHOTO ROUND-UP by Bill Harrigan, pg. 42, Sept. 

SCUBA SENSATIONS: GRAND CAYMAN by Geri Murphy, pg. 38, Oct. 

RED SAIL SPORTS: GRAND CAYMAN by Bill Harrigan, pg. 60, Oct. 

TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS: GRAND CAYMAN by Bill Harrigan, pg. 
88, Oct. 

BRAC REEF BEACH: CAYMAN BRAC by Walt Stearns, pg. 92, Oct. 

RIDING ROCK INN by Walt Stearns, pg. 86, Nov. 

SUNSET DIVERS: GRAND CAYMAN by Bill Harrigan, pg. 100, Nov. 

CAYMAN DIVING LODGE: GRAND CAYMAN by W. Stearns, pg. 120, Nov. 

CATHY CHURCH’S NEW PHOTO CENTRE, pg. 28, Dec. 

DIVI TIARA BEACH: CAYMAN BRAC by Stephen Frink, pg. 62, Dec. 

COCONUT HARBOUR/PARROTS LANDING by W. Stearns, pg. 108, Dec. 

Cozumel 

1996 COZUMEL DIVE GUIDE by Rick Frehsee, pg. 116, June 

DIVE HOUSE & FIESTA AMERICANA COZUMEL REEF HOTEL by R. 
Frehsee, pg. 110, July 

COZUMEL’S FIESTA INN by Rick Frehsee, pg. 118, Aug. 

DIVE PARADISE: COZUMEL by Rick Frehsee, pg. 100, Sept. 

THREE JEWELS IN COZUMEL’S CROWN by Rick Frehsee, pg. 44, Nov. 

GALAPAGO INN by Bill Harrigan, pg. 110, Dec. 

Turks & Caicos 

GRAND TURK by Bill Harrigan, pg. 116, Feb. 

SEA EYE DIVING: GRAND TURK by Bill Harrigan, pg. 36, July 


TURKS AND CAICOS by Bill Harrigan, pg. 109, Aug. 

BLUE WATER DIVERS & SALT RAKER INN: GRAND TURK by Bill 
Harrigan, pg. 26, Oct. 

PROVO TURTLE DIVERS by Bill Harrigan, pg. 24, Dec. 

SEA EYE DIVING: GRAND TURK by Bill Harrigan, pg. 44, Dec. 

Virgin Islands 

BASKIN IN THE SUN/BVI by Bill Harrigan, pg. 56, Apr. 

ST. CROIX AND ST. JOHN by Donna McLaughlin, pg. 76, Apr. 

DIVE BVI: FOUR LOCATIONS by Bill Harrigan, pg. 32, May 

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS by Bill Harrigan, pg. 84, June 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 1996 DIVE GUIDE by Shirley Vanderbilt, pg. 
28, Nov. 

Miscellaneous Caribbean 

ARUBA by Bill Harrigan, pg. 108, June 

LA SOURCE: GRENADA by Bill Harrigan, pg. 42, July 

TOBAGO’S TOP DIVES by Walt Stearns, pg. 94, July 

DOMINICA by Stephen Frink, pg. 54, Aug. 

VISIT CENTRAL AMERICA PROGRAM by Rick Frehsee, pg. 90, Aug. 

PRINCESS BEACH RESORT & PRINCESS DIVERS: CURACAO by 
Walt Stearns, pg. 32, Oct. 

ST. LUCIA UNDERSEA ADVENTURES & WYNDHAM MORGAN BAY 
RESORT by Bill Harrigan, pg. 46, Nov. 

DOMINICA: PARADISE OF ECOTOURISM AND DIVE DELIGHTS by 
Stephen Frink, pg. 56, Nov. 


COMMERCIAL DIVING 

DIVERS ACADEMY OF THE EASTERN SEABOARD by Herb Segars 
pg. 34, Jan. 

DIVERS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY by E.R. Cross, pg. 44, Jan. 

THE OCEAN CORPORATION by E. R. Cross, pg. 30, Apr. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL DIVING INSTITUTE by Herb 
Segars, pg. 32, June 


DIVE EQUIPMENT 

UWATEC’S DATA TRAK by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 8, Jan. 
IKELITE’S RECHARGEABLE RCD LIGHT by Jim Walker, pg. 10, Jan. 
SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR by Joe Sink, pg. 16, Jan. 

OCEAN GUIDE DIVE GEAR by Jim Walker, pg. 27, Jan. 

OCEANIC’S V-DRIVE FIN by Jim Walker, pg. 28, Feb. 
RECREATIONAL REBREATHERS by Geri Murphy, pg. 16, Mar. 
HARVEY’S TITANIUM DRYSUIT by Ty Sawyer, pg. 18, Mar. 
UWATEC/DRAGER ATLANTIS | by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 8, May 
FIN PROPULSION: MARES by Bill Gleason, pg. 11, June 

OCEAN GUIDE MASK, FINS, SNORKEL by Ty Sawyer, pg. 18, June 
HENDERSON'S JERRY GARCIA SUIT by B. Gleason, pg. 22, June 
QUICKSILVER ADVENTURE: MANATEES by S. Frink, pg. 27, June 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS SPARE AIR by Ty Sawyer, pg. 10, July 
SEA QUEST’S IDEA 3 FINS by Jim Walker, pg. 20, July 

SEA QUEST HYDRO CASE by Ty Sawyer, pg. 8, Aug. 

USD MICRA AIR SYSTEM by Ty Sawyer, pg. 12, Aug. 

SEA QUEST XR2 REGULATOR by Ty Sawyer, pg. 16, Sept. 

WARM VS. COLD: GEAR SELECTION by B. J. Cardone, pg. 19, Sept. 
THE BUDDY PHONE by Jim Walker, pg. 28, Sept. 

MINELAB’S EXCALIBUR METAL DETECTOR by J. Walker, pg. 14, Oct. 
J.W. FISHERS’ PULSE 8X METAL DETECTOR by J. Walker, pg. 26, Nov. 
SABA REGULATOR/OCTOPUS by Jim Walker, pg. 20, Dec. 

BAUER UTILUS-10G COMPRESSOR by Ty Sawyer, pg. 36, Dec. 
FISHER M-SCOPE METAL DETECTOR by Tamara Collins, pg. 72, Dec. 


DIVE INSTRUMENTS 

MARES DIVEMATE COMPUTER by Tamara Collins, pg. 10, May 
SCUBAPRO’S EDI COMPUTER by Ty Sawyer, pg. 6, June 

U.S. DIVERS’ MATRIX COMPUTER by Jim Walker, pg. 6, July 
BLUE REEF AGRESSOR COMPUTER by Ty Sawyer, pg. 98, Dec. 


DIVING MEDICINE 

by Fred Bove, M.D., Ph.D. 

DIVE SCIENCE UPDATE, pg. 14, Jan. 

QUESTIONS FROM THE INTERNET, pg. 134, Mar. 
MALARIA—HOW TO AVOID IT, pg. 18, Apr. 

SMOKING AND DIVING by Lawrence Martin, M.D., pg. 22, May 
EAR PROBLEMS WITH DIVING, pg. 20, June 

COLLAPSED LUNGS AND PROHIBITIONS TO DIVING, pg. 22, Aug. 
ASTHMA AND DIVING, pg. 140, Sept. 

FISH POISONING, pg. 16, Oct. 

SEA STINGS, pg. 106, Nov. 

DIVING SCIENCE ’96, pg. 10, Dec. 


EDITORIAL by Bill Gleason 
1996, pg. 3, Jan. 
DIVERS’ CHOICE, pg. 3, Feb. 
(Continued on Page 83) 





Well, as dive hotels go we have been around for a while. 


Yet we've always welcomed divers of every certification 


level. If you’re a beginner you'll find our instructors ready 


and willing to help you take 
the first steps to becoming an 
open-water diver. Advanced divers love Sunset House 
for the excitement of all-day, three tank diving on some of 


the most remote walls of Grand Cayman. All of our guests, 


though, rave about the no-hassle, unlimited shore diving 
right off the hotel’s back yard. And you might not believe it, 
but some folks say there’s more to a vacation than just diving. 
So for them we created other wonderful distractions. Like 


our first-class ‘Sea SLU bY 5 H“@ UY 


Harvest’ restaurant, GRAND CAYMAN’S HOTEL FOR DIVERS BY DIVERS 
the renowned Cathy Church Photo Centre and what many 
locals would say is Cayman’s best bar. So whether you're a 
certified diver or just dream about being one, Sunset House 
is the place for your next vacation. Call us today for rates on 
1-800 854 4767 or 809 949 7111 (8am-5pm EST). Or write us 


at Sunset House, PO Box 479, Grand Cayman, BWI. (lw 
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The Jous of Snorkeling with a Camera 


BY JOEL SIMON 





shop, Gloria ap- 


enthusiasm. 





mea ‘stack ai 4 hy 6 inch prints, she said, 
“Here they are, my first underwater pictures. 


What do you think of these!” We sat down ata : 


table and | began to look through the images. 


What | saw was a succession of pictures : 


of one blue fish, dreadfully out of focus, 


sometimes missing head or tail or altogether 


hidden behind stands of dimly lit coral. Yet, 


when | occasionally glanced at Gloria, | saw : 


delighted contentment, excitement and sat- 


isfaction. Clearly, what she was seeing were : 
her crystal clear recollections of awondrous : 
journey through an aquatic realm filled with : 


life and color. 


Although her snapshots weren’t going to 
win any contests, to Gloria they were all prize 
winners. That prize lay in the proof of her 


ability to observe the underwater world, 


master basic snorkeling skills and use pho- : 
tography to add another dimension to her 


overall enjoyment of the sea. 


tion, there’s literally a camera for everyone, 


from the inexpensive, single use models to : 


the most sophisticated professional setups. 
In Tips and Techniques you will learn how to 
use these tools effectively. 


Snorkeiers can take superb underwater : 
photos. Generally, the more competent and : 


comfortable you are in the water, the easier it 
will be to concentrate on photography. As 


your snorkeling skills improve, so will the 


quality of your images. 
Part of the inherent joy of snorkeling is 


learning to observe the marine environment : 


carefully. Using a camera can help us focus 
attention on specific elements of a coral 
reef. Gloria’s blurred photos of the blue fish 
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“a recent : 
snorkeling work- : 


proached me all : 
smiles and full of : 


Proudly handing : 


proved her skill at following this single 
- creature during its routine activities. : 
Through the exercise she noticed territorial 
behavior, feeding strategies and interac- 
: tions with its neighbors. With time and : 
practice, her photographic skills will in- ; 
crease along with her knowledge of the reef. : 
: And, using a camera will keep the process : 


educational and enjoyable. 


| Using a camera also encourages : 
: snorkeiers to take a closer look at the de- : 
tails of a reef. Taking photos of smaller ar- 
eas that include anemones, sponges and , 
corals can be particularly rewarding. Many : 
creatures Survive by use of cryptic col- 
oration, making them difficult to notice. : 
: Upon careful examination, it’s not uncom- : 
mon to see more animals in a picture than : 
: you saw when you took it. 

-Photographs are also instrumental in 
identifying marine life, especially fish. 
During workshops, one of our favorite activ- 
: ities is looking through fish books to identify : 
the fish in a photograph taken by a snorkel- : 
er. This is one of the most enjoyable and ed- : 
ucational ways to learn the subtle variations : 
: that differentiate one fish from another. : 
Photography soon leads to a more thorough : 
understanding of specific species, as well as 
: their ecological relationships in the coral : 
She’s not alone. Many snorkeiers today : 
are using Cameras and producing wonderful 
images. As you will read in our Gearbag sec- 


reef community. 


Perhaps the most important aspect of un- 
derwater photography is simply that it’s fun. 
: | enjoy taking photos as a visual celebration 
of the underwater aesthetic. Even after years : 
: of snorkeling, the undersea world remains : 
: full of visual treats and putting them on film : 
: is an ongoing and delightful challenge. 

Besides, everyone enjoys having a few : 

: underwater snapshots of themselves and : 

: their buddies just to show friends and family 

: back home. | often see snorkeling buddies : 
exchanging cameras and enthusiastically : 
: taking pictures of one another. Thisis by far: 
the easiest way to get images of yourself in / 
and under the water. It’s true thatsometimes : 
you might end up missing afin or a head but, : 

: as Gloria proved, it doesn’t take a great pho- : 

: tograph to pring back a great memory. aa 
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World on Film: 





BY TAMARA COLLINS 


IN BRIEF 


Nikon Nikonos V 
Maximum depth: 160 fect 
Lens: Interchangeable (7am 
Flash: Separate 
Comments: 
Professional quality 
amphibious camera 
with automatic and 
manual exposure controls; 
TTL metering; view finder LED display; several 
interchangeable lenses and other accessories 
are available. 

Price: $800 (camera and 35mm lens) 
Phone: (800) 645-6687 


Sea & Sea Motormarine MX-10 
Maximum depth: 99 feet 

Lens: Fixed, 32mm f/4.5 

Flash: Built-in; accessory flash 
available (as shown). 
Comments: Snapshot 
quality amphibious 
camera with auto film 
advance; power rewind; 
door and shutter lock. 
















relived and shared for years to come. 





ages forever. 


1) ta 
ed six that range in price from 
$800 to $14.95. The more 
Price: $413 (camera only) expensive, professional 
Phone: (619) 929-1909 : quality camera will yield the best 
Canon Sureshot A-1 : results, with a number of features, 


Maximum depth: 16.4 feet ' Settings and accessories that give the skilled 
" photographer creative control. The snapshot : 
: quality cameras are more accessible to be- 
. : ginning U/W photographers on a budget. All 


Lens: Fixed, 32mm f/3.5 
Flash: Built-in, with red-eye reduction 
Comments: Snapshot quality 
amphibious camera with fully 











automatic expo- of these cameras will perform some of the | 
sure control more complicated tasks for you and can : 
ana film capture beautiful images, perfect for the 
a na family photo album. : 
er: one-touch The phone number of each manufac- : 
macro mode. turer is listed in the sidebars. Call soon for : 
Price: $310 more information and the address of your : 


Phone: (516) 488-6700 
: lifetime of snorkeling memories. “ala 


he accoutrements of travel should al- : 
ways include a camera. The vacation : 
memories from one to two weeks of 
stolen time fade quickly as people are : 
again immersed in the reality of their : 
everyday lives. But, if captured by the : 
camera's lens, those memories can be : 


When your activities include exploring 
the provocative and alien world of the sea, a 
| camera becomes even more significant. 
: There are such incredible colors, nuances of : 
: light and odd and fascinating creatures that : 
: you will never be able to accurately portray : 
"them with words. A camera anda : 

little expertise will provide you : 
with the tools to hold onto those im- : 










There is a bewildering array of U/W : 
cameras on the market. We have list- « 


OOM! 


Wiser, 01 = * 


' Nearest dealer so you can begin assembling a : 


or Every Budget 








Pioneer Research Sealife Sport Diver 
Maximum depth: 60 feet 
Lens: Fixed, 35mm f/5.6 
Flash: Built-in 
Comments: Snapshot 
quality camera and 
housing with deep dive 
switch; automatic film 
winder; focus-free lens 
system; “space suit” 
design, flexible housing. 
Price: $99 

Phone: (800) 257-7742 


Ikelite Aquashot Il 

Maximum depth: 125 feet 

Camera: Flash and non-flash versions of 

single use Kodak FunSaver and Fuji QuickSnap 

[—7—q ‘Plus (cameras not included) 

Flash: Accessory available 

Comments: Snap- 

shot quality 

| housing with 

Single use 

camera; optical 

grade glass lens; 

built-in hand grip 

with lanyard; many accessories available. 

Price: $80 (housing only) 

Phone: (317) 923-4523 


Kodak FunSaver Weekend 35 
Maximum depth: 12 feet 


Lens: Fixed 
Flash: Built-in =. = 








ita ; 
BE 









Comments: ” EE 
Snapshot 
quality single 
use Camera in 
protective housing; wrist strap; focus 
free lens; 27 exposures. 

Price: $14.95 

Phone: (800) 242-2424 
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Life on a@ Shallow Reef 
aah 
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Fish Portraits: 





hen underwater exploration turns : LO "oe '\e ~ - 

from sometime hobby to recurring : AK wa Ss pa The flashy colors 

pastime, many fishwatchers turn : ™ io ae and funky designs 
to underwater photography. Some aspiring : = * Sa. as” adorning the parrotfish 
U/W photographers hope to have their work : (iM ‘a PA eo family make them 


among the most 
interesting photo- 
graphic subjects in the 
reef community. 


published, others enter contests and plaster 
colorful memories on the walls of their homes 
and offices. All learn after the first or second 
roll of film that watching fish and taking pic- : 
tures of fish are two entirely different matters. 

Today’s auto-everything cameras make it : 
fairly simple to just point and shoot and end : 
up with pictures of fish that are well lit and : 
identifiable. But the key element that sepa- : 
rates photos taken by novices from those tak- : Be 
en by experts is eye contact. While a fish may : | i 
swim right up to you and look you in the eye, : 
typically, you need to get on the fishes’ level 
and become a part of their world for alittle : | 
while. It is this connection that transforms 
good photos into great ones, inviting the : 
viewer into the fishes’ world. : 

The starting point in successful fish pho- : 
tography is knowing what you're looking for. 
Fish photographers are just hunters in dis- - 
guise, both watch and wait for that prefect : F ~ 
moment when everything lines up. We’ve all a 
heard the expression “don’t shoot till yousee : Pigg 
the whites of their eyes,” this theory is espe- : Fg 
cially applicable to underwater photography. 
The first thing any hunter will tell you is to : | 
learn all you can about your target. Zero in on 
a few likely candidates and find out all you : 
can. Where do they eat? When do they sleep? 
Where do they live? Where do they hide? 

The bottom line is, unless you have food : | 
there are few fish that are going to willingly : Fog fe 
pose for portraits; most instinctively swim : ial ‘a 
the other way. There are, however, some fish : | Gray 
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that are a bit more cooperative than others, : 


especially near the surface. Many beginning 
photographers are lured into thinking fish 
photography is easy when they find them- 


Selves enveloped by thick clouds of Blue 
Tangs or eye to eye with a six foot toothy 
Barracuda. French Angelfish, decked out in 
elegant black and gold suits, will often boldly 
approach divers and snorkelers at the sur- 
face. While these easy targets are great for 
: fishes’ prey. 
Typically, Scorpionfish are bottom : 
: dwellers and are found on both sand and : 
rocky terrain. Occasionally you'll find them a 
bit higher on the reef, resting on a Sponge or 
: lurking in a dark corner, waiting for an un- : 
: themselves in a transparent cocoon. 


Starters, eventually you're going to want to 


go below the surface and photograph more : 


elusive subjects. 


lf you want to learn the basics of eye to : 
eye contact a good place to start is witha 


Subject that won’t swim away; scour the 


seafloor and find yourself a nice sedentary : 
Scorpionfish. Barring the occasional shy : 
one, most Scorpionfish will sit motionless : 
for hours, flash after flash. Unless extremely : 


provoked, they rarely Swim away. 


Curious by nature and 
well acclimated to 
divers, the Nassau 
Grouper will often sit 
patiently for the 
perfect portrait. 
Below: Scorpiontish 
have been known 

to sit motionless 

for hours, flash 

Fi MICE IE 





Suspecting victim to swim by. 


One the most cooperative models and a def- 
inite must for any photographer’s wall or : 
: archive is the Nassau Grouper and its relatives, 
: including the Red and Rock Hind, Graysby, 





: Coney, Soapfish and the giant Jewfish. 
: Groupers, curious by nature, have become 
amazingly acclimated to divers and most are 
: incredibly easy to photograph. In many loca- 
: tions they will come right up to divers and 
: snorkelers and follow them around, staring 
: longfully with big puppy-dog eyes. | have yet to 
: see any other fish just sit there and allowa 
: photographer to put a framer over its face! 


Groupers and Jewfish vary greatly in both 


color and size. Most groupers are between 
: two and four feet long; Jewfish can grow to 
7 lengths of eight feet and weigh as much as 
: 700 pounds. Groupers display a varied as- 
: sortment of spots, stripes and blotches, 
: which can change drastically when they 
: move or when they are startled. They also un- 
dergo great changes as they make the transi- 
: tion from juvenile to adult. Bold vertical 
: Stripes and a dark band that runs through its 
: eye make the Nassau Grouper easily identifi- 
: able and distinguishable from its look alike 
: cousin the Red Grouper. Although groupers 
: occasionally cruise the open water, more of- 
; ten than not you'll find them lurking in the 
: shadowy crevices of the reef. Despite their 
size, groupers are masters of disguise. 


A little trickier to photograph but well worth 


: the effort are parrotfish, available in more than 
a dozen flashy colors and designs. You proba- 
: bly heard parrotfish before you saw them: 
; they crunch algae laden coral with their par- 
: rotlike beaks, leaving behind streams of pow- 
: dery sand. Extreme color changes make par- 
: rotfish among the most interesting fish in the 
: reef community. There are three unique color 
: phases: juvenile, adult and male secondary. 
There are several different Scorpionfish : 
found in the Caribbean, ranging in color from 
: drab brown to brilliant yellow. The common 
: varieties, such as the Spotted Scorpionfish : 
and Barbfish, are a mottled mixture of reds, : 
pinks and browns. Scorpionfish rely on cam- 
ouflage for protection and often mimic the : 
rocks in their Surroundings. They also have ? 
poisonous spines and can inflict a powerful 
sting; painful to humans and deadly to the : 
: careful planning you can cut them off as they 


Most females have the ability to change into 
males and typically the males sport the 
brighter colors and more elaborate designs. 
For the most part you will find parrotfish 
grazing nonstop on shallow reefs during the 
day. Although not exactly “photo friendly” 
they are fairly tolerant of snorkelers and 
Somewhat single minded. Parrotfish are 
Simple creatures of habit and not easily dis- 
tracted from their feeding patterns. With 


round acorner and look them square in the 
eye. The easiest time to get parrotfish pho- 
tos is at night, when they retreat to the shel- 
ter of the reef. Parrotfish excrete a mucous- 
like substance from their mouth and wrap 


No matter what fish you photograph or 
Camera you use the same rules and opportuni- 
ties apply: If you want great portraits look your 
subject in the eye. “ial 
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’ hen it comes to underwater pho- : 
- tography, being a snorkeler has : 

both benefits and disadvantages. : 
: the photos, the real fun begins—you need to 


Snorkelers possess an invaluable trait those 


on scuba lack: the ability to be completely : 
Silent. Underwater, most fish and critters are : 


meals waiting to happen. It’s 
understandable the locals are 
Skittish, especially when con- 
fronted with giant, scary look- 
ing bubble blowing divers. 
The biggest photo obstacle 
that snorkelers must overcome 
is avoiding the downward 
shooting angle, natural to 
snorkeling. This is especially 
true in shallow water, where 
many fish are close to the sur- 
face. It takes a little effort but, 
with practice, it’s fairly easy to 
tip the camera so you are 
shooting your subject horizon- 
tally or, ideally, at a slight up- 
ward angle. This makes the 
photos look more natural. 
Although there are some ex- 
ceptions, sunstreaked blue wa- 
ter is almost always better than 
a dark or sandy background. 
The next thing to consider 
is the proper exposure. If you 
want the blue water to be an 
element in your photo it’s im- 


portant to take a meter reading on the water : Si} i 
and adjust the strobe to subject distanceac- : 
cordingly. Take a close look at the photos in : 


this magazine; with the exception of macro 


and close-up photos, all have bright blue : 
backgrounds. Remember, pictures need to : 
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BY TAMMY PELUSO 


tell a story; if you don’t capture the blue wa- : 
: you're going to have to do some free diving. 
: If you’ve never tried breath hold diving be- 
: fore it’s best to seek the expertise of a local 
: free diving guide, he or she will show you 
: techniques that will enable you to Safely ven- 


ter, you might as well be on a night dive. 
After you learn the skills needed to take 


find cooperative subjects. Although many 
photo opportunities will swim up to you on 





water. If you want to take photos of the reef’s 


: any depth, especially in shallow water. <i 


Chniques 





myriad colorful inhabitants on snorkel, 


ture into the underworld. With 
practice, many snorkelers can 
Stay below for more than 
three minutes at a time. Until 
you get a handle on the ba- 
Sics, it’s probably best to 
leave your camera behind. 
The unobtrusive nature of 
free diving allows you to get 
close to your subjects but 
even accomplished free divers 
can tire after excessive dives. 
It’s best to locate your sub- 
jects from the surface, then 
Stay and watch for awhile. Fish 
are simple creatures of habit 
and before long you'll notice a 
definite pattern. You'll have 
the best luck photographically 
v Ifyou can anticipate your sub- 
amc jects’ actions and get there 
2 ahead of time. It’s best to pre- 
2 set your camera on the sur- 
© face so when you get below 
5 you can focus all your atten- 
2 tion on your subject and not 
waste precious time. Most im- 


' portantly, set yourself up for success by 
choosing snorkeling sites where the reefs are 
: : close to the surface. 

: the surface, the majority of fish and critters 
will stay closer to the reef, even in shallow : 


To get great fish photos you don’t have to 
be a diver. Photo opportunities are infinite at 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOEL SIMON 


wt, 


ach year more 
than 27,000 peo- 
ple come to the 
small Dutch island of 
Bonaire to dive. And with good cause— 
calm, clear, warm water, filled with friendly 
fish is an enticing attraction. To this equation 
add the extensive shallow regions of 





Bonaire’s fringing reefs and you'll under- : 


Stand why this island is enjoying enormous 
popularity with the snorkelers of the world as 
well as the divers. 


For this reason, many of Bonaire’s dive : 


operators are catering to the growing num- 
ber of snorkelers. At the forefront of this 


Top left: The Bon Bini Divers shop main- 
tains a dedicated snorkeling center witha 
fuil line of equipment. Top inset: The relax- 
ing pool area of the Lion’s Dive Resort. 


: movement is Bon Bini Divers. Although, as : 
: the name suggests, this operation has of- : 
: fered full scuba diving services for many : | 
: years, itis the commitment to snorkeling : 
: that merits special attention. 
: When | walked into the tidy waterfront : [ 
: store on the premises of the new Lion’s Dive : |Z 
: Resort (formerly the Coral Regency), | was 
: greeted by a smiling face and cheerful eyes. 
: “Hi, I’m Susan Davis, the resident manager. 
: How can | help you?” When | asked about : 
: snorkeling, she had all the answers. 
“At first we were surprised by the number : 
of requests we re- : 
ceived from people to : 
go snorkeling but now : 
we've come to expect : 
it....It’s this interest 
that has given us the : 
motivation to evolve : 
services especially tai- 


lored to snorkelers.” 


Among those ser- : 
: Vices is a broad inventory of gear, including 
: lightweight inflatable vests, fins in sizes 
' guaranteed to fit the largest foot, wetsuits for : 
: kids and sea kayaks. 
“The kayaks are a great addition to the : 
more traditional gear,” says Susan. “They are : 
: easy to use and really extend the mobility of 
: snorkelers. Just put your mask and fins in the 
Space in front of your feet and paddle any- 
: where you wish.” She pointed toward the : 
front window, to a view featuring two bright 
plastic kayaks and an expanse of shallow blue : 
: water. “We have excellent conditions right : 
: here in front of the shop. Let’stakealook.” 
: We walked out onto the large wooden deck : 
: where some brightly clad snorkelers were just : 





climbing out of the water. “You won't believe 
what we just saw,” they said, nearly in unison. 
“Francey found a frogfish, right here near the 
dock!” Susan introduced me to Francine 
Fieweger, Bon Bini’s principal instructor. 
Francey, still dripping with water and semi- 
contained excitement, told me, “We often have 
schools of baitfish and snappers, in addition to 
two French Angels. We commonly see 
groupers, filefish, flounders [and a] family of 


: Squid but to see a frogfish right here is some- 


thing pretty special.” After drying off, Francey 
and her guests, John and Eileen, sat down at 

the dockside table to review some fish books. 
Education has become an important com- 
ponent of snorkeling, especially on Bonaire. 
Bon Bini both recognizes and values this with 
its active participation in an exciting new se- 
ries combining classroom and water activi- 
ties—Bonaire’s Guided Snorkeling Program. 
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Several months ago, with sponsorship 
from the local government, the island’s ho- 
tels and watersport operators implemented 


one of the most ambitious projects in the : 


world of snorkeling. The program consists of 
12 entertaining mini slide lectures, each last- 
ing about one-half hour—in this case given 


in the cozy comfortable classroom at Bon : 
Bini Divers. The topics deal with the most in- : 


teresting and observable aspects of marine 
biology as they relate to snorkelers. 
Francey says the shows on fish identifica- 
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tion and overall coral reef ecology have been 3 
: the most popular but the one on inverte- : 
: brates gets a lot of interest as well. “We usu- : 
: ally give these shows before the snorkelers 
: go out but sometimes they get so interested : 
: when they’re in the water that we go right in- : 
: to another when we get back to the shop— : 


we re flexible.” 
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They were sorry they 


its customers come from other establish- 
ments. Susan explained that perhaps these 


: people were looking for boat schedules and 


Staff services that could meet their timetables. 

In addition to Francey, all other members of 
the Bon Bini staff are certified divemasters or 
instructors. They are experienced U/W guides 


: who take both pride and pleasure in leading 
Francey continued, “For example, last : 
: Friday we had a group of scuba divers that : 
' wanted to snorkel on their last day before fly- 
ing back home. We gave them the slide show ? 
about the mangrove eco-system and then : 
: took them to Lac Bay....The mangroves there 
3 are full of upside down jellyfish and count- : 
: less juvenile fish....After an hour and a half, 
: the hardest part was getting this group to : 
: come out of the water... 
: hadn’t done this earlier in the week.” 3 
: Bon Bini Divers’ staff members pride : 
: themselves on giving personalized service. 
: “We hear most often from our customers : 
: that it’s our friendliness and flexibility that 
keep them coming back,” explains Susan. 
: More than 75 percent of Bon Bini’s business 
: is repeat clients and new business comes : 
: principally from word-of-mouth referrals. 
: Although Bon Bini Divers shares its loca- : 
: tion with the new Lion’s Dive Resort, many of : 


Snorkeling outings. Bon Bini has two boats 
that take snorkelers to the neighboring island 
of Klein Bonaire and the numerous sites off 
the main island. Both boats are equipped with 
aluminum water-level swim platforms and 
sturdy ladders in the stern to facilitate entries 
and exits. Susan adds, “Although our boats 


: can handle 20 snorkelers at a time, we have a 


minimum of only three. This pretty much as- 
Sures that if Someone wants to go out with us, 


: we give them the opportunity. We actually ap- 


preciate the smaller groups the most, since 


: we are able to provide them with the most per- 


Sonal attention.” 
lf you are planning a snorkeling trip to 


Bonaire and looking for a watersport operator 


that values a friendly, flexible, service-oriented 
approach, call Bon Bini Divers and ask for 


: Susan or Francey. You can contact them di- 


rectly at (011) 5997-5425, fax (011) 5997- 
4425 or e-mail Bonbinidiv@aol.com. <a 


While relaxing at Bonaire’s most 
exclusive resort, discover the pristine 
world below the sea through 


_ “Guided Snorkeling Tours” at 


© AD/SD 1996 


For reservation & information call 


1-800-766-6016 


Tel: 617-821-1012 » Fax: 617-821-1568 
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_ EXPERIENCE A | 
? SNORKELING 
~ ADVENTURE AT 
*ALX SAND DOLLAR 
LE CONDOMINIUM 
RESORT 


RESERVATIONS: 

















Call for complete 
Guided Snorkeling 








packages and ask 1-800-288-4773 
about our kids on we plac 
ONAIRE: al i 8 
prosrenns. Fax 599-7-8760 






SNORKELING INSTRUCTORS & NATURALIST ON STAFF 
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Why I Want to Go to Barbados ! 








Barbados is the perfect place to get ship 
wrecked! We have old wrecks and new 
wrecks; shallow wrecks and deep wrecks. 
We even have a trio of wrecks you can see 
on one dive! Barbados has much, much 
more than just great shipwrecks, though. 
We also have magnificent coral reefs and 
long, white beaches. We have shimmering 
golden sunsets that can ignite romance in 
a heartbeat and we have sizzling 

nightlife that will inspire your dancing 
feet. In fact, whatever you want on your 
next vacation, you will probably find it 
in Barbados. 
Our island is made of coral and sur- 
rounded by superb diving. 
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The south and west 
coasts, which are shel: & 
tered from the trade 
winds, have ideal diving J 
conditions year-round. GP 
The water is calm and 
the average temperature is a balmy 8 O°F. At 
times the visibility can be astounding and it normally ranges from 60 to 125 feet. A 
ridge of coral parallels the coast for miles, just a short way offshore, providing so many convenient 
dive sites that most of the boat rides are less than ten minutes long. We hope you won't be too disap: 
pointed! Up north, the sprawling mounds of Maycocks Reef provide endless coral vistas to explore. 
Farther south, the sponges on Bright Ledge and Spawnee are a kaleidoscope of astounding color. You 
can see lime green tubes tangled with red fingers, all packed in next to orange elephant ears. Along the 
south coast there are many shallow reefs and walls that slope steeply from 40 feet to more than 
1 OO. There is such a variety of life on reefs such as Castle Bank, Caribbee and Pieces of Eight that you 
will never be bored! The east coast is our adventure diving territory, where you have to catch the right 
weather, but the big fish and virgin reefs make the wait worthwhile. 

Barbados may be the friendliest island in the Caribbean. Even underwater many of our friendly 
inhabitants are waiting to make your acquaintance. Hawksbill turtles often follow you around the 
reef and flying qurnards display their wing|like pectoral fins in the shallows. Silver schools of horse- 
eye jacks circle around you and curious groupers try to peer casually over your shoulder. Seahorses 
will tuck their long snouts shyly, right in front of your mask, while frogfish will remain motionless, 
confident in their camouflage. 

Carlisle Bay is the heart of the Barbados wrecks. It is also a place where you can still find old 











bottles and buckles from ships that anchored here centuries ago. See if you can find your own 


piece of history! Want to see a ghostly apparition underwater? Try diving the Eillion, a smug 
gler's ship that sank in | 996. Or, how about an historic wreck shallow enough to snorkel? alan 6 C on 0 
That would be the Berwind, a French tugboat sunk in 1919 and now covered with the most ; 
age Be and sponges. Nearby, the Ce-Trek, a boat of concrete construction now coated ° ° 

a with coral, completes this unique trio. If you make every dive of your va d / V / NI eC V eC Pr , ddy 
cation on the Stavronikita, you still won't see it all. Sunk in 1978, the ° 
Stavro is the queen of Barbados wrecks, an underwater monument liter 
ally packed with life. From the enormous propeller at 130 feet to the 
top of the foremast at 20 feet, the Stavro is encrusted with seafans, 

corkscrews of wire coral, bushy colonies of delicate black coral, oo / T he r eC Q r o 
round heads of brain coral and more colorful sponges than you ’ 
can imagine. Swarming around this prodigious growth like bees : 

to honey are countless reef fish. Every link in the food chain is here, bed U ie / £ U bE Qc hes 
trom predatory barracuda to tiny silverside minnows. More wrecks await : 
just north of Carlisle Bay, including the freighters Pamir, Lord 
Combermere and Friars Craig. All of them are relatively shallow wrecks, 
so you can have plenty of bottom time, but each has its own personality. 


We know a vacation is not complete without lots of fun and sun, too, of 6k | 
especially if diving is not first on everyone's agenda. Barbados gets more | won 1 
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800 Second Ave. 3440 Wilshire Blvd. 
New York, NY Suite 1215 
USA. 10017 — Los Angeles, CA 
(800) 221-9831 USA 90010 
(212)986-6516/8 (213) 380-2198/9 
Fax:(212)573-9850 Fax:(213) 384-2763 














than 3,000 hours of soul-warming sun each year, so 
there will be plenty available when you get here. Of 
course, you'll also need a nice sandy beach from which to 4 
catch those rays. Naturally, we have miles of that waiting g@ 
for you as well. And, wouldn't it be nice to have a first g 
class hotel overlooking the beach with knockout views 
from a private balcony attached to your room? Take your 
choice from more than 140 accommodations! Without 
jamming the coastline with high rise buildings, we have carefully developed a full 


For [\ive Info 6 
range of hotels, from simple quality to exclusive plushness. Vacations are for honing Res Cr y qt f ons Cd 
your sense of adventure, even at the table. In Barbados you can enjoy the best of island ee ra 
cuisine without even brushing the sand off your feet or you can dress up for the e 
gourmet experience of a lifetime. The choices seem to go on forever. US e (800 ) 513- 58¢5 
Nondivers and notquiteso-enthusiastic divers will be overjoyed to discover Barbados above 
the water. Visit one of our grand and historic sugar plantations or rent a car and explore the (954) 467-8148 


spectacular scenery of our wild east coast. Grab your racket for a spirited game of tennis or un 


wind with a round of golf. Whatever you can imagine doing on a Caribbean island, we have the FAX 7 (954) 467-754++ 


very best of it in Barbados. Join us for an experience you won't forget. A vacation in Barbados 
will leave you, as the saying goes, “sweet fuh days!” circle 484 on Reader Service Card 








CORAL ISLE DIVERS Yow. BUBBLES GALORE PADI Facility 
e Custom designed 40 foot dive LSD Located at Sandy Beach Hotel 
boat “Bubbles” - wap elec 31 ft dive boat, Max 12 divers 
largest in Barbados Sa. Weekly adventure dives 
° All inclusive dive adventures Courses offered in nine languages. 
available * Nitrox Certification 


(800) S13-5840 
Tel/Fax (246) 431-9068 
E-mail : CORALIS@CARIBNET.NET 


(800) 513-582] 
Phone : (246) 430-0354 © Fax (246) 436-8806 


WEBSITE : http://www.caribnet.net/coral _ isle E-Mail : Bubbles@Caribsurf.com 


HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS 
oaand Dive Hightide The Caring Professionals 
thteD Su OP CTO. 5. Small groups, Personalized service, 
M | 
Dive with the Professionals, 30 years of service, located at | Bete ee eo on a 
Pebbles Beach, Daily Dive Trips, PADI, ACUC : 7 ae Sa 


NAUI courses & referrals. Personalized service. Bip Seen Corneil Diving, 2 convenient locations. 
ee The Boatyard” and “Sandy Lane Hotel” 
(800) 513-5823 (800) 513-5763 
Phone : (246) 426-9947 © Fax (246) 426-2031 Phone(246) 432-0931 * (246)228-3322 
E-Mail : hardive@caribnet.net Fax : (246) 432-0931 
Website : http://www.caribnet.net/dive_shop/ E-Mail : hightide@sunbeach.net 


Search Hightide Watersports on the net! 


OAT DIVE BOAT SAFARI 
ay ep oN First PADI Instructor in Barbados 
> t25.0010 Nol 7661 At Dive Boat Safari, 


©& - oo 
\ we we are well known for our 
professionalism and friendliness. 





Q G | A PADI five star training facility offering 
a have Located at the Barbados Hilton. : over 14 specialties. Orientation to Barbados’ | 
| best dive sites. Owner operated. 
(800) 513-5824 | Phone : (246) 435-6542 | 
Phone : (246) 427-4350 © Fax:(246) 4368946 | Fax: (246) 428-4674 | 





E-mail : PADO@SUNBEACH.NET 


WEST SIDE SCUBA CENTER : UNDERWATER BARBADOS 
Resort courses, all PADI certifications. BINVVE TER A PADI .5-star facility offering 
Reef and wreck dives, night dives. = 
Equipped dive boat. 

Professional and friendly instructors. 


introductory and Certification 
Courses, Dive Packages, Video 
Camera, Specialty Courses, 

Air Station, Snorkeling Cruises. 


Group packages available. 


Tel/Fax: (246) 426-0655 
Tel/Fax (246) 432-2558 


E-mail : putnam @sunbeach.net 


E-mail : Myoung@ns.ndl.net 
Website : http://www.gocarib.com/barbados/wssc 


Website : http://www.ndl.net/ ~ uwb 
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(Continued on Page 86) 
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LA CEIBA HOTEL 
Prime beachfront location, 





| Satellite Y., A. Gg. Tennis court, 
| Ga 


7m & sauna. Favorite shore 
dive. Favorite Night dive. 
Pavorite after dive bar in the 
Caribbean!!! 

s personalized services, 
the best choice for divers. Dive 
pikh DEL MAR AQUATICS— 

the best dive operation in 








| COZUMEL. PADI, NAUI, CMAS > 


& pesagrcty Certified Instructors. 
srade toarefurnished _ 
superior room!!!! 

E-mail: : 

laceiba@cozumel.rce.com.mx 

1-800-8'7'7-43583S 
|—6#RPh: 214/392-4383 
‘Fax:21 392-2040 
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at twice the price.” 


Jack Fisher, President 
J W. Fishers Fikes Inc. 


Tl a to handle | 
“). currents, and rugged 
» _ enough to reach 
depths of up to 500". 
Amore powerful - 

ROV, the SeaLion, 
. cod 


Call for 
a free catalog ; 3 
or to order our pan, 
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‘on Glover's 


Top: Private wooden cottages are nestled 
among the palm trees. Above: Guests 
board Manta’s 26 foot dive boats. 
Below: A coral pinnacle at Hole in the Wall. 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICK FREHSEE 


Mi ost North Americans dream of an 
escape to a tropical isle. Visions of 
tall swaying palms, white sand beaches 
and the caress of a warm sun are univer- 
sal, while golden reefs and clear turquoise 
seas are an important and necessary ad- 
dition for those who are scuba divers. 
Some time ago, | stumbled upon just such 
a place, quick and comparatively easy to 
reach from the U.S. In the process, | was 
also introduced to one of the most charm- 
ing and special dive resorts in the entire 
Caribbean—the lovely Manta Resort on 
nearly deserted, mostly wilderness 
Glover’s Reef Atoll offshore Belize. 

Belize has three special atolls, all on 
the ocean side of the famous Belize 
Barrier Reef (also known as the Great 
Western Caribbean Reef or Great Maya 
Reef). Glover’s Reef is the farthest from 
Belize City and, therefore, the least visit- 
ed. In fact, there is a5/ mile ocean cross- 
ing from Belize City to the resort. 
However, the 48 foot Pelagic, the hand- 
some, stable and comfortable transfer 
vessel, got us there in about two anda 
half hours (with a little help from the soda 
and beer cooler). Once behind the encir- 
cling reef, however, the view simply takes 
your breath away. You ask yourself, can 
this place be real? The vision is indeed re- 





al, yet quite unbelievable. There are two 
low lying, sandy, palm-crowded islets 
facing each other, with a gentle, trans- 
parent lagoon in between. On the main 
island there is a dock and a pier witha 
palm thatched pagoda extending into the 
lagoon. Within the coconut forest and 
strung along the white sand beach is a 
string of stilt-mounted bungalows. This is 
a place where you can lose your heart 
and find your soul. 

Evidently, the three or four couples al- 
ready at the resort felt this same sense of 
having found a special resort. “Oh, you’re 
a journalist,” they replied with some mild 
disappointment. “We suppose you're go- 
ing to tell everyone about this place.” 

There should be no fear of crowds now 
or in the near future at Manta—tt is still off 
the beaten path. Besides, there are only 
guestrooms enough for little more than 
two dozen visitors and those are spread 
over the 12 acre island. The atoll, nearly 
deserted except for Manta Resort, is 18 
miles long and 12 to 15 miles wide. The 
area within the oval of reefs and one-half 
dozen islets is 81 square miles. Glover's 
Reef is about the size of Bonaire and fea- 
tures diving in all quadrants. There’s 
enough diving to last a lifetime and only 
one resort. 








MEXICO _ oo 









SS Blue Hole 
Meee : oe 
: ar Co 
—. y) eVieatited) 
j//> g  Kesorn 
Placencia  & tbheaee Sea 


There is one nod to civilization: a two 
family rotunda shaped guesthouse com- 
plete with air-conditioning, TV/stereo, 
kitchen, etc., very handsomely furnished 
at the northern end of the caye. The rest 
of the guest accommodations are sim- 
pler and very similar. There are 11 
beachside mahogany bungalows nes- 
tled in palms. The bungalows have either 
double or single beds. Every guesthouse 
has a bath, shower and porch. Just 
south of the bungalows, at the end of the 
long dock jutting into the lagoon, is the 
resort’s signature—the thatched roof 
Manta Lagoon Restaurant and Driftwood 
Bar. The food at the resort is outstand- 
ing. There is a daily choice of dinner en- 
trees. Breakfast and lunch are served 
buffetstyle, with a choice of eggs, etc., 
cooked to order. Those who wish to stay 
and party late at the bar may do so. Most 
steal away early to their little island cot- 
tages or spend some time star gazing on 
the south beach. 

The diving operation is small but full 
service. Instruction, fundamental rentals 











and some accessories are available. 
several 26 to 32 foot twin outboard 
boats, each with a skipper and a dive- 
master, provide morning and afternoon 
reet trios. Boat night diving is available 
one or two nights per week. Snorkeling 
or diving in the lagoon—a very special 
place—is always available. In only two to 
eight feet of water, visitors will find 
schools of Bonefish, Yellowtail Snap- 
pers, Nurse Sharks, Stingrays and even 
Spotted Eagle Rays. 

With such a vast territory to cover, the 
concentration of familiar and established 
dive sites is toward the southern end of 
the atoll near the resort. Sites 3 to 25 
minutes from the dock include the south- 
ern, southwestern and southeastern 
quadrants. There is considerable diversi- 
ty without traveling long or far from the 
resort. Each quadrant presents a notice- 
ably different reef profile and a leeside. 
Reef sites include shallow sea gardens 
such as Elkhorn Crossing; mid-depth 
sites such as Pinnacles; and sites along 
the nearly continuous outer wall such as 
Gorgonia’s Gallery. There are 27 
named dive sites in all; as yet, no sites 
are moored, a drift diving procedure is 
used with no anchoring. A common ele- 
ment is the plentiful marine life, including 
huge Barracuda and sleeping Nurse 
Sharks. Visibility averages 100 feet. 

My favorite dive site is an extended 
drift dive over a continuous Succession 
of giant coral sours known collectively as 
Hole in the Wall. Shore diving and 
snorkeling are available at the southwest 
end of the island and encompasses 








Above: A sumptuous dinner is served at 
the Manta Lagoon Restaurant and 
Driftwood Bar—the resort’s thatched so- 
cial center at the end of a wooden dock 
in the middle of a placid lagoon (below). 
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Above: The Pelagic transfers guests from 
Belize City to Manta Resort. Below: 
TACA’s 767 and 737 jets fly non-stop to 
Belize daily from Miami, New Orleans and 
Houston, with immediate connections 
from Los Angeles and San Francisco. 





patch reefs to a maximum depth of 30 
feet. Fishing (all tyoes), canoeing, swim- 
ming, snorkeling, reading and island ex- 
ploring are always available as alternate 
experiences. 

The standard Manta Resort package 
is a Saturday to Saturday stay. It includes 
transfers from airport to dock, dock to 
resort, accommodations, full meal plan 
and three dives per day. One week at 
Manta Resort, above and below the sea, 
is an unforgettable tropical holiday. 

For more information on and/or reser- 
vations for Manta Resort call (800) 326- 
1724, (810) 937-6468 or fax (810) 937- 
6473, 
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WAN 1997 U/W Photo Tours 
ven & Week-long 
ma Ouper Courses 


Call/Fax/Write/E-mail for 16-Page Course Brochure 
Cathy Church and Herb Rafael plan every detail for a 
adil memorable dive/photo vacation. 
we Join our fun-loving group in: 

¢ Truk and/or Palau, October ‘97 & Oct. ‘98 
B® Solomon Islands trips aboard the Bilikiki 
nut 


March, eo & Aug. ‘97 and ‘9& 
Includes free photo course! 
| _ A Learn With Cat 
Week Lon 


May t 
At Cathy Chi 
Also! Half Day U/W P 


& Privat 
id To receive a copy of | 
all of our tripe 

wa P.O. Box 479, Gran 
a 809-949-7415 © Fax 809-949-9770 


rey E-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 
| ea http://www.cathychurch.com 
























































For a free brochure of Cathy’s Breathtaking 
Underwater photos, call: 600-954-3661 


YOU 
SHOULD KNOW 


every month in... 


...4 big mouth, and a snap of my camera. 
Thank you Mr. Grouper. | see that you're impressed 
and soam |. A fully automatic dive camera that takes 
great pictures to 164 feet and costs only $199* 


Smile. | can see your curious face through the big bps 
sportsfinder...Snap. That's all it takes! 4 
“Suggested retail price. At your dive or photo dealer. LA i4 


REEFMASTER 


Automatic Dive Camera 





For further information contact: 
216 Haddon Ave. * Westmont, NJ 08108 -2829 « U.S.A. 
pioneer’ 609) 854-2424 « (800) 257-7742 
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1996 INDEX 
(Continued from Page 83) 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

MAKING AUTOFOCUS EASY by Geri Murphy, pg. 42, Jan. 

NIKONOS SHOOTOUT WINNERS by Tamara L. Collins, pg. 8, Feb. 

IKELITE’S SUBSTROBE Al PHOTOCASE by B. Cardone, pg. 18, Feb. 

CAMERA CARE AFTER DIVING by Geri Murphy, pg. 112, Feb. 

THE CATHY CHURCH SUPER COURSE by Geri Murphy, pg. 8, Mar. 

SEA & SEA YS-120 DUO by Jack & Sue Drafahl, pg. 10, Mar. 

THE PITFALLS OF FISHEYE LENSES by Geri Murphy, pg. 36, Mar. 

SEA & SEA 12MM LENS by Jack & Sue Drafahl, pg. 16, May 

BONAIRE’S NIKONOS SHOOTOUT by Bill Gleason, pg. 120, May 

KEY LARGO NIKONOS SHOOTOUT by Bill Gleason, pg. 90, June 

IKELITE’S SUBSTROBE 200 by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 12, July 

NEXUS F90 by Geri Murphy, pg. 16, Aug. 

PELICAN JUMBO CASE by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 20, Aug. 

U.S. NIKONOS SHOOTOUTS: KEY LARGO AND MONTEREY by Bill 
Gleason, pg. 36, Aug. 

SEA & SEA NX-90 PRO HOUSING by Geri Murphy, pg. 14, Sept. 

MONTEREY DIVE FESTIVAL & NIKONOS SHOOTOUT by Janet 
Severo, pg. 82, Sept. 

1997 NIKONOS FISH ID CHALLENGE: GRAND CAYMAN by Bill 
Gleason, pg. 7, Oct. 

MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR NIKONOS 35MM LENS by Geri 
Murphy, pg. 6, Dec. 

NEXUS MACRO PORT by Geri Murphy, pg. 16, Dec. 

POINEER SEALIFE REEFMASTER by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 34, Dec. 


SCUBA ACCESSORIES 

SCUBA ACCESSORIES by T. Collins & T. Sawyer, pg. 12, Jan. 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by T. Collins & T. Sawyer, pg. 42, June 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by T. Collins & T. Sawyer, pg. 26, July 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Tamara Collins, pg. 24, Aug. 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Tamara Collins, pg. 18, Sept. 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Tamara Collins, pg. 20, Oct. 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Tamara Collins, pg. 14, Nov. 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Ty Sawyer, pg. 59, Dec. 


SCUBA QUIZ by Dennis Graver 

PHYSICS LAWS, pg. 31, Jan. 

SALVAGE PROJECT, pg. 11, Feb. 
EQUIPMENT MATCHING, pg. 11, Mar. 
TRIPLE MATCH, pg. 14, Apr. 

THERMAL CONSIDERATIONS, pg. 11, May 
DIVING FIRST AID, pg. 15, June 

TIDES, pg. 11, July 

WHAT IS THE QUESTION?, pg. 14, Nov. 
ASCENDING ORDER, pg. 11, Dec. 


SHARKS YOU SHOULD KNOW by Bonnie J. Cardone 
THE BLUNTNOSE SIXGILL, pg. 18, Jan. 

THE LEOPARD SHARK, pg. 6, Feb. 

THE SILKY SHARK, pg. 22, Mar. 

THE MEGAMOUTH, pg. 42, May 

THE PORT JACKSON, pg. 10, June 

THE BLUEGRAY CARPETSHARK, pg. 6, Aug. 

THE SPOTTED WOBBEGONG, pg. 6, Nov. 

THE BONNETHEAD, pg. 8, Dec. 


SNORKELING TOURBOOK 
SNORKELING TOURBOOK’S PREMIERE by Joel Simon, pg. 76, June 
THREE SNORKELS AND A SAFETY FLAG by T. Collins, pg. 77, June 
CALM CONFIDENCE IN THE WATER by Joel Simon, pg. 78, June 
FISHES OF THE CARIBBEAN by B. Gleason and S. Frink, pg. 80, June 
12 PIONEERS IN GUIDED SNORKELING by B. Gleason and S. Frink, 
pg. 82, June 
RESPONSIBLE SNORKELING by Joel Simon, pg. 76, July 
SEA PEARLS WEIGHTS AND BELTS by T. Collins, pg. 77, July 
FREEDIVING by Joel Simon, pg. 78, July 
SAND DOLLAR by Bill Gleason and Stephen Frink, pg. 80, July 
DAMSELFISH by Bill Gleason and Stephen Frink, pg. 82, July 
ADVANTAGES OF SNORKELING SUITS by J. Simon, pg. 28, Aug. 
LYCRA, NEOPRENE AND POLARTEC SUITS by T. Collins, pg. 29, Aug. 
SNORKELWEAR: WHAT'S RIGHT FOR YOU? by J. Simon, pg. 30, Aug. 
NIGHT SNORKELING by Bill Gleason and Stephen Frink, pg. 32, Aug. 
TRUMPETFISH by Bill Gleason and Stephen Frink, pg. 34, Aug. 
THE WONDERS OF THE REEF by Joel Simon, pg. 84, Sept. 
SNORKEL VESTS by Tamara Collins, pg. 85, Sept. 
CORAL REEF DEVELOPMENT by Joel Simon, pg. 86, Sept. 
GETTING TO KNOW THE BUTTERFLIES by Paul Humann and Ned 
DeLoach, pg. 88, Sept. 
SNORKELING HOT SPOTS by Bill Gleason, pg. 90, Sept. 
ADVANTAGES OF A SNORKELING GUIDE by Joel Simon, pg. 76, Oct. 
IT’S IN THE BAG: A PLACE TO STOW YOUR GEAR by Tamara 
Collins, pg. 77, Oct. 








DIURNAL AND NOCTURNAL FISH by Bill Gleason, pg. 78, Oct. 

SNORKELING GUIDEBOOKS by Ty Sawyer, pg. 79, Oct. 

ASNORKEL TOUR: FlJI by Joel Simon, pg. 80, Oct. 

THE U/W WORLD IS A CHILD’S PLAYGROUND by Joel Simon, pg. 
76, Nov. 

A SNORKELING ENSEMBLE: DEEP SEE COVERS KIDS by Tamara 
Collins, pg. 77, Nov. 

SPECIAL TECHNIQUES FOR KIDS by Joel Simon, pg. 78, Nov. 

ADVANCED FISHWATCHING: JUVELINES AND THEIR ADULT 
COUNTERPARTS by Tammy Peluso, pg. 80, Nov. 

NEW MARINE GUIDEBOOK: HUMANN LEADS US INTO SHALLOW 
WATER by Ty Sawyer, pg. 82, Nov. 

CAPTURE MEMORIES ON FILM by Joel Simon, pg. 76, Dec. 

CAMERAS FOR SNORKELING by Tamara Collins, pg. 77, Dec. 

THREE BEST FISH FOR U/W PORTRAITS by Tammy Peluso, pg. 
78, Dec. 

HOW TO PHOTOGRAPH FISH by Tammy Peluso, pg. 80, Dec. 

BON BINI DIVERS: BONAIRE by Joel Simon, pg. 81, Dec. 


TECHNIFACTS by E.R. Cross 

Physics: Back to Basics, pg. 32, Jan. 

Does Diving Harm Health?, pg. 10, Feb. 

Wrecks Revisited and Diving Emergencies, pg. 42, Mar. 
Thorny Oysters, Andean Mummies and More, pg. 42, Apr. 
Expert Witnesses and Earthquakes, pg. 36, May 

Avoiding DCS; More on Earthquakes, pg. 34, June 
Commercial Diving Defined, pg. 31, July 

The Triangle of Safety, pg. 52, Aug. 

The History of Diving and the Subsistence of Mollusks, pg. 66, Sept. 
The Art of Breath Holding, pg. 46, Oct. 

Black Light and Marine Life, pg. 24, Nov. 

Shipwrecks and Depth Records, pg. 26, Dec. 


TRAVEL TIPS by Geri Murphy 

7 ANIMAL DIVES/CARIBBEAN, pg. 40, Jan. 

8 SHARK DIVES/THE BAHAMAS, pg. 20, Feb. 
7 WRECK DIVES/CARIBBEAN, pg. 38, Mar. 


VIDEO COURSE by Jim Church 

HOW TO EDIT AS YOU SHOOT, pg. 110, Jan. 
HOW TO SHOOT AT NIGHT, pg. 140, Feb. 
HOW TO VIDEOTAPE YOUR LIVE-ABOARD VACATION, pg. 90, Apr. 
THE PERILS OF TOPSIDE VIDEO, pg. 83, June 
SYSTEM MAINTENANCE, pg. 143, July 

HOW TO WIN CONTESTS, pg. 144, Aug. 
CHOOSING A VIDEO FORMAT, pg. 145, Sept. 
GLOSSARY OF VIDEO TERMS, pg. 134, Oct. 
WIDE ANGLE, pg. 62, Nov. 

AVOIDING FLOODS, pg. 106, Dec. 
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THE AGGRESSOR FLEET OFFERS RE- 
BREATHERS: I raining in the use of Uwatec 
Atlantis 1 rebreathers is now offered on 
Aggressor Fleet vessels. Rental units are 
also available. 

Aggressor Fleet dive instructors are 
certified Technical Diving International 
(TDI) nitrox and rebreather instructors. 
Guests may rent the rebreathers after 
completing the course or by showing 
proof of certification. 

Rebreathers provide many advan- 
tages over conventional scuba: the in- 
halation gas has a higher moisture con- 
tent; there are fewer bubbles so photog- 
raphers can sneak up on shy ocean 
creatures; and bottom time is extended. 

For the availability of Uwatec Atlantis 1 
rebreathers onboard Aggressor live- 
aboards, call Aggressor Fleet Limited at 
(800) 348-2628. = 









Call 1-800-282 -8932 | 
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One week... all eae. et ; 
unlimited diving. . é 
po Meee oie 

Wall and wreck diving right 3/4 

from the beach. Top rated in “e | 

the Caribbean! SY i, 

a t 
Ye Dive & Meal Plans available. 


1-800-282-8932 


‘Travel arrangements «4 
1¢800028208932 BS > 
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Your Honduras Travel Specialists Since 1981 ) 


P.O. Box 877 © San Antonio, FL 33576-0877 
Fax: 352-588-4158 International: 352-588-4132 


1eW KeESO 
Co CoV: Rese rt Email: info@roatan.com 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands http://www.roatan.com/honduras.htm 


UTILA LODGE | 


at own little dive resort in the Western Caribbean 
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For Reduieatonis Call 1-800-282-8932 
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Anthonys Key Resort 


“The Resort That Vlature Designed” 


_ 
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NEw TEMPERATURE REGULATING 
TEXTILE: Anew material, capable of 
regulating its own temperature without 
the need of a thermostat, has been de- 
veloped by a British company. Gorix is 
an electro-conductive textile that is so 
versatile and flexible its potential uses 
seem limitless. With the aid of simple 
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circuitry, a heating element made from 
the fabric can maintain a steady tem- 
perature and control variations to within 
| 0.2°C of the limit. Depending on the 
The best of both worlds. | 21!) <icuity chosen tor the end 
product, the limit can be set or variable. 
Already successfully tailored for diving 
fi Hace Seiccaneroer dive suits, car seats, horse blankets and sur- 
ja eae ee vival suits, the textile has been nick- 
packages don’t — lots of things to named the Wonder Fabric say the devel- 
keep your non-diving companion opers, Gorix, Ltd. Numerous industry 
busy while you're busy diving! sectors, including aerospace, compos- 
Snorkeling off our white ite technology and physiotherapy are 
sand beach showing an interest in its possibilities. 
pisehe. ’ To generate heat and maintain its 
Swimming * Tennis constant temperature, the Gorix control 
Bicycling * Fishing circuitry, attached to the heater pad, 
Dining or lounging at one of senses the change in ohmic resistance. 
our three restaurants and bars The material functions well on low volt- 


And, at the spa — fitness classes, ages; typically 12 to 24 volts can pro- 


duce high heat output. In the case of the 
hikes and bikes, massage, body heated dive suit, a diver wishing to main- 
treatments and more. 


tain a suit temperature of 38°C, would 


The Great Adventures dive vaca- 





Two boats leave daily (plus night only need eight rechargeable 1.2 volt 
dives) with PADI and NAUI nickel-cadmium batteries, carried in a 
reat trained instructors. Call today specifically designed weightbelt. 
for dive package details. The possibilities for Gorix appear so 
dventures great the British company is seeking li- 
: 7 Night Package censees and manufacturers to put for- 
Ar HARBOUR VILLAGE $935 4/14 thru 12/14/96 ward applications for use of the material 
‘ Rates are per person, double occupancy. and control system in their own prod- 
ucts. Inquiries should be directed to 
Toll Free: 800-868-7477 Phone: (305) 567-0349 Fax: (305) 567-9659 Robert Rix, Gorix, Ltd., 14 Dovedale 
http://www.interknowledge.com/bonaire/harbour-village.html or e-mail:harbourvil@aol.com| | Road, Rotherham, Yorkshire, England, 





S65 3Ad; (011) 44-1 709-370529,. = 
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SHARK MARINE U/W VIDEO CAMERAS: 
Shark Marine introduces two miniature 
underwater video cameras: the low light 
SV-14 black and white camera and the 
SV-17R high resolution color camera. 
Extremely small and versatile, the SV-14 
has a two inch diameter and is 2.5 inches 





long. The SV-17R is 2.5 inches in diame- 
ter by 3.625 inches long. The video reso- 
lution is 380 lines and 450 lines respec- 
tively. These tiny cameras have been 
tested extensively. They are being used 
around the world for a multitude of appli- 
cations—commercial, search and recov- 
ery, research, inspection and security. 
This reliable tool has been praised by its 
users for being dependable and always 
supplying high quality imaging. 

The cameras can be mounted perma- 
nently for monitoring or mounted on a 24 
foot extension pole. 

For more information, call (905) 687- 
6672, fax (905) 687-9742 or e-mail 
shark@freenet.npiec.on.ca. = 


SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA, BEACHES 
GET EXCELLENT WATER QUALITY MARKS: |/N 
Heal the Bay’s August 1996 Beach 
Pollution Report Card, the beaches of 
Santa Monica received excellent water 
quality marks. The recently revitalized 
Santa Monica Pier received an A plus, 
owing in part to the recent construction 
of a dry-weather runoff diversion. Such 
diversions are an effective means of pro- 
tecting the public health. 

During August, Southern California’s 
fourth consecutive month without rain, 
only 8 of 62 beaches posed a significant 
health risk to swimmers. 

The report, compiled from water quality 
measurements taken during August 
1996, graded 62 beaches on a scale from 
A through F based on the risk of swim- 
mers becoming ill. 

Heal the Bay is a Southern California 
nonprofit environmental organization 
working through a variety of research, 
education, public outreach and advoca- 
cy programs to make Santa Monica Bay 
and Southern California’s beaches safe 
and healthy for people and marine life. 
The organization’s 10,000 members live 
throughout the southland. 

If you would like a copy of the Santa 
Monica Bay map with some of the Beach 
Pollution Report Card grades printed on 
it, please call (310) 581-4188, extension 
123, to have the map faxed to you. => 
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You won't find a better diving value. We provide an exciting package 
at about half the cost of most other ia-tboard dive trips. We include: 
© food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
© accommodations © tanks © weight belts 
On atypical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to vn 
¢ 3 dives a day ¢ island exploration ¢ fishing ¢ sailing 
© shell collecting © out island nightlife © lobster hunts 
© virgin diving © lazy days 


'sBlackbeard’s 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 © (305) 888-1226 © Fax (305) 884-4214 
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S6 Casitas Suites 

490 Square Feet Gach s% 

Color 1) With Remote 

Living Room 

Min Bar 

safety Box 

Terrace © Hammocks 

A/C ° Fans 

Phones 

Purified Water 

Room Service 

Continental Breakfast 
To Your Suite 

Private Lockers 


FIESTA AMERIANA ppm” yang 
COZUMEL REEF : PRMESLE 
myo Tet 


Presenting A New Concept On The Island.... 
"TROPICAL CASITAS SUITES" 


Cozumel’s Private Eden Nestled Between Luscious 
Tropical Foliage cx Exotic Turquoise Waters! 


oh Py pre 
Per Person/Double/Diver* 


4 Days/3 Nights 
"Cozumel Reef" Hotel’s Tropical Casitas Suites 
Hotel's. Continental Breakfast Daily Delivered To Your Suite 
Mexican Hotel Taxes 
2 Days Boat Diving "Dive House" 
Welcome Shore Tank 
270% Off Shore Tanks With T.T.1. Coupon 


*04 Sept.-20 Dec.’96 
Discounted Airfares 

Available Upon Request. 

All Reservations Based On 


OnSite ‘Dive House’ ‘availability 

Fast Boats Price Subject To Chance. 

Private Pier mf: , 
Boat Diving ° ‘ a 
light Dives Ss . 
snorkeling Irips 3 
Rental /Repairs Re. 


Swimming Pool 
Tennis Courts 


Restaurant /Beach Club 
Jogging Iratl 


(713 


eh cae 
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“AND WELL BACK YOUR MIND, 


The luxury all-inclusive resort that combines 

all the pleasures of an active dive vacation with » PADI Courses available 

cares designed to revitalize and relax both 

body and mind. Whether diving the thrilling LL All SOl | IR - 

wreck of the Bianca C. (Nearly 600 ft. long!) Geosda 

or experiencing our wonderful health and The hardest decision you'll make 
is what not to do. 


Call SunSwept Oceans: 
800-549-DIVE © 305-532-2591 


relaxation treatments, La Source is designed to 
make you feel like a new person. All you need 


to bring is your body and your mind. 
©SD/AD 1996 
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® All dives and equipment included 


FISHERS’ PROTON 3 MAGNETOMETER: 
J.W. Fishers, longtime manufacturer of 
underwater video and search equipment, 
has announced a 1,000 foot depth rated 
version of the very popular Proton 3 
magnetometer. The Proton 3 is Fishers’ 
top of the line boat-towed metal detec- 





tion system. The magnetometer is a 
highly sensitive metal detector that can 
locate iron and steel targets such as 
shipwrecks, downed aircraft, cannons, 
anchors, pipelines, etc. The Proton 3’s 
detection range extends more than 
1,500 feet (for large targets) on each side 
of the towfish, giving a detection area of 
more than one-half mile. 

The new 1,000 foot version has a tow- 
fish constructed of rugged materials to 
withstand the increased pressure of 
deeper depths. The main fish body is 
constructed of very heavy duty, corro- 
sion proof PVC. The 1,000 foot version 
includes 1,000 feet of cable and is priced 
at only $14,595. Shallower depth rated 
versions are also available from $8,295. 

Options for the Proton 3 include 
GPS/Loran interface, built-in printer, 
RS232 output interface and a software 
package. The software allows the magne- 
tometer’s readout date to be output toa 
computer for viewing, printing or storage. 

For more information on the Proton 3 
or any of Fishers’ other products, contact 
Christopher Combs at J.W. Fishers Mfg., 
Inc., 1953 County Street, E. Taunton, MA 
02718 or call (800) 822-4744, (508) 822- 
7330; fax (508) 880-8949. = 


TIATA IN PAPUA NEw GuINEA: See & Sea 
Travel of San Francisco has a full sched- 
ule of 1997 cruises aboard the fabulous 
Tiata in Northern Papua New Guinea. 

Carl Roessler, president of See & Sea, 
will personally escort a Jiata cruise 
October 10 to 20, 1997. 

Tiata’s spring cruises are in Milne Bay, 
where rare marine species are regularly 
encountered. In the late summer, Tiata 
cruises north to Kavieng for a series of 
cruises from August to December. 

Northern New Guinea is famous for big 
animal diving with Silvertio Sharks, big tuna 
and vast schools of jacks and Barracuda. 

For further information, contact See & 
Sea Travel, Inc., 50 Francisco Street 
#205, San Francisco, CA 94138 or call 
(415) 434-3400, fax (415) 434-3409, e- 
mail divxprt@ix.netcom.com or visit on the 
Internet at htto://www.divxprt.com. = 








JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU’S SNORKELING 
PROGRAM: Jean-Michel Cousteau has 
teamed up with The Out Islands of The 
Bahamas, American Airlines/American 
Eagle and U.S. Divers to create a snorke- 
ling program with 24 resorts on nine is- 
lands and emphasizing marine environ- 
ment education and conservation. 

Christened Jean-Michel Cousteau’s 
Out Islands Snorkeling Adventures, the 
program introduces visitors to the thou- 
sands of colorful reefs full of abundant 
marine life that make the Out Islands their 
home. Cousteau’s vision is to educate 
the visitor about the importance of pro- 
tecting the life of the coral reef. 

The program includes snorkeling in- 
struction by trained professionals, three 
guided excursions, waterproof |.D. charts 
and reference books, T-shirt and use of 
limited edition snorkeling gear. Participants 
will also receive a set of snorkeling gear 
(mask, fins, snorkel and gear bag) deliv- 
ered to their home after their trip. 

For additional information, contact 
The Bahamas Out Island Promotion 
Board at (800) 688-4752: in Miami call 
(805) 359-8099. = 


AMERICAN CANADIAN UNDERWATER 
CERTIFICATIONS: Established in Canada 
in 1964, the American Canadian Under- 
water Certifications (ACUC) is now of- 
fering instructor training and insurance 
in the U.S. Walt “Butch” Hendrick and 
Andrea Zaferes of Lifeguard Systems 
have been appointed the ACUC U.S. 
representatives and will be in the ACUC 
booth at DEMA. 

ACUC wants to maintain the highest 
standards of education in the recreational 
diving industry. Lifeguard Systems is in 
the process of updating and adding to 
the ACUC standards, policies and materi- 
als to meet the needs of American diving 
educators and divers alike. They would 
love to have your comments and wish 
lists of what you would like to see in a cer- 
tifying agency, whether you are an entry 
level diver, a public safety rescuer ora 
course director. For an information pack- 
age or to send your wish list, contact 
Lifeguard Systems, P.O. Box 548, 
Hurley, NY 12443; (914) 331-3383. = 


FREE BONAIRE SNORKELING GUIDE: A 
free eight page snorkel guide is available 
by calling the Tourism Corporation 
Bonaire. The user-friendly snorkel guide 
provides important information on 
snorkeling in general, Bonaire’s reef and 
what snorkelers can expect from Bonaire 
Guided Snorkeling. 

For more information on Bonaire or to 
get a copy of Bonaire Guided Snorkeling, 
contact the Tourism Corporation Bonaire 
at (800) U-BONAIR (826-6247) or visit on 
the Internet at http://www. interknowl- 
ege.com/. = 
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e CPR & Medic First Aid Instructor 

e 6 Specialty Instructor Certifications 
e Master Scuba Diver Trainer 

e Resort Instructor Course 

e Nitrox Instructor 


e FREE WORLDWIDE 
PLACEMENT 
Positions on cruise ships, and 
dive resorts in the Caribbean, in 
resorts around the world and in 
retail dive stores. 
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6023 Hollywood Boulevard ¢ Hollywood, Florida 33024 
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Phone: (954) 981-0156 
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Travel Services by 
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with 25 years experience 
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5610 Rowland Road #100, Minnetonka, MN 55343 
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Looking for some new Spots? 
Try the Carib Inn and Bonaire! 






9661 GV/GS © 






earth 


CARIB IN 


P.O. Box 68 ¢ Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 
Telephone (011) 599-7-8819 


Fax (011) 599-7-5295 
Reservations — 8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 
E-mail: 75317.667@compuserve.com 
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ROATAN and COPAN 


A Fantastic Tour Package Offering the Best of Two Worlds - 


REEF HOUSE RESORT - 
On the island of Roatan, 


bi Bay Islands Honduras, | Re at OL 
complete dive facility offering _ 27 pares er eA 
outstanding diving along ey! ee ee eae Prt 
the world’s second largest barrier reef. 
in COPAN RUINS TOUR - Visit the site of the 
Wty Pre-Columbian Mayan civilization, 
| 


a beautiful trip to the 
highlands of Honduras. 


Si < PO. Box 40331 
ree @use San Antonio, TX 78229 
of Fouse 


Roatan Bay Islands 800-328-8897 
Fax: 210-733-7889 


On Roatan: (504) 45-2142 or (504) 45-2297 
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MoDE INDUSTRIES MAxxX STEALTH 
S/DPV: Mode Industries has developed 
its underwater propulsion vehicle, the 
Maxx Stealth S/DPV during the last six 
years. It is the only DPV to use a unique, 
copyrighted, custom solid-state elec- 
tronics package protected by surge sup- 
oressors. The S/DPV electronics pack- 
age is also unique because It is easy to 
replace in the unlikely case that it fails. 





The Maxx Stealth S/DPV has been 
tested to depths of 325 feet. It has only 
two holes where water can intrude and 
the electronics are sealed in two layers 
of waterproofing; in the unlikely event 
the interior floods, the motor still runs. 

The Maxx features a LED battery sta- 
tus indicator. Also included is a detach- 
able, dual-purpose T-bar saddle for ef- 
fortless flying through the water. 

For portability on land, one popular 
option for the Maxx S/DPV is a small set 
of rugged wheels that fit on the bottom of 
the unit. 

For information or purchase, contact 
Mort Lashman, president Mode Indus- 
tries, 1701 West Broward Boulevard, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312; phone 
(800) 226-0767, (954) 832-9900 or fax 
(954) 462-2157. Visit on the Internet at 
htto://www.opendoor.com/webfoot- 
ed/maxxstealth. = 


NEW WORLD CLASS CATAMARAN: 
Morrelli and Melvin, well respected de- 
signers of multi-hull watercraft, have 
created and launched the 35 foot 
PowerCat. Built by Shaw Boats in 
Aberdeen, Washington, the PowerCat 
35 Is powered by twin Yanmar 315 hp 
diesels running twin Hamilton 273 jet 
propulsion systems. The craft averages 
20 knots cruising, with a top speed of 30 
knots. 

The new craft also offers 30 to 40 
percent more interior deck space than a 
monohull of the same length, boasting 
such amenities as two queen sized 
berths in forward cabins and ample 
ventilation. 

Another notable feature is the fly- 
bridge. All steering is done by joystick 
and the flybridge helm is a wraparound 
area that surrounds the captain. 





The eight foot cockpit and downrig- 
gers make the PowerCat 35 ideal for off- 
shore fishing; the transom door and 
swimsteps offer easy access for play in 
the water. Like all multi-hull designs, the 


Graduates 
100%* Placed 
Worldwide 
1992-'93-'9 





PowerCat 35 is smooth riding and stable. 
For more information, contact Morrelli 
& Melvin Design & Engineering, 177 
Riverside Drive, Newport Beach, CA 
92663. The phone number is (714) 731- 
6399 or they can be reached by e-mail at 
75144,3402@compuserve.com. = 


Home Study or Full Residence ¢ Full or Part Time Placement 
MARINE RESERVE OPENS IN BELIZE: A 





two year project involving UK-based Gold Instructor * Divemaster * Resort * Store * Business Programs 
Paes ad pai Rise wie i igi 100% TUITION FINANCING Approved for Veterans Training 

ed with the official opening of the Bacalar Approved applicants fa : 

Chico National Park and Marine Reserve 1-800-331-4255 Nationally 





in Belize. 305-743-5929 In Florida 
The Boca Bacalar Reef, which sup- we ' CAREER FAX 305-743-8168 

ports a high diversity of marine species —_ TERM MOR AC CRG INSTITUTE 1994 Overseas Hwy. 

and is thought to be the only barrier reef at SEAtG Blanco Resort & Hall's Diving Center * Marathon, Florida Keys 33050 


in the world that meets the land, has NOW * 100% 1992-93 FETPIP; 1993-94 100% placed 6 out of 8 types of Instructor courses. 97% placed on an average of all institute programs including Divemaster and Repair Tech. As a result 
: of a vocational program review, locally collected vocational student follow-up data have been used to compile this information. The methods used to collect this information are specified by 
been recommended as a World Heritage state laws and rules. These data are available for inspection upon request. Licensed by State Board of Independent Postsecondary, Vocational, Technical, Trade and Business Schools Lic# 94 


Site. Because of its proximity to the 
Mexican border, environmentalists hope 
it will Soon become the world’s first ever 
transboundary reserve. 

The reserve was Officially opened 
August 23 by the Belize Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, the Private 
Secretary to the Minister of Natural 
Resources, and Janet Gibson, one of the 
Trustees of the Coral Cay Conservation 
Trust. 

For further information, contact 
Jonathon Ridley or Al llaroborne at Coral 
Cay Conservation, Ltd., at 44 (0) 171 498 
6248, fax 44 (0) 171 498 8447. > 








Florida Keys at Its Best! 


IZy® AMERICA'S MOST BEAUTIFUL REEF 
‘el AND WRECK DIVING awaits you! 
Stay ina moderate cottage or aluxurious 


XE MF KIA CY _ suite while diving the magical sunswept 


CIN OR FR, Florida Keys. Explore the National Marine 
& CAREER INSTITUTE Sanctuary in such famous places as 


Sombrero, Looe Key and the 189' long 
"Thunderbolt" wreck to name just a few. 


1-800-331-HALL (4255) 


OO Per 305-743-5929 in Florida 
Low: :$67%° Person FAX 305-743-8168 


Hall's Diving * 1994 Overseas Hwy °« Marathon, FI. Keys 33050 




















Special Dive, Airfill and Lodging 
eee (3, 5 & 7 Night) 


MARES’ NEW CYBER SNORKELS: [he 
Cyberdry offers an ergonomic design, 
dry cap and easy clearing through a 
bottom drain valve and patented BPS WINSTON McDERMOT’S AFFORDABLE 


system. The Cyberpro has the same CAYMAN BRAC 


BAHAMAS ® BELIZE*® BONAIRE # FIJI e LIVE ABOARDS 


| “The Best in Personal Service” 





features as the Cyberdry but with a pre- TT Call about our specials in 
molded, contoured barrel. The Cyber- _ul LE CAYMAN - ‘ 
flex features a special height-adjustable 5SbhS5. gaye Orne at peace snet einite Belize and Bonaire 
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connection and an adjustable mouth- | [E> 512 |S iiraame Aan anne 
piece. Clearing is easier with the unique 








; ; ; BRAC CARIBBEAN isnow Cayman Bracs newest & finest 
bottom profi le . Fi nal ly ; the Cyber, wh ich full service luxury dive resort with dive-shop, dive-dock, bar, restaurant 


ULTIMATE 






IRKS & CAICOS*® ROATAN® MEXICO 


* Restrictions apply * Former luxury 90' mega yacht. 


er nearest YOU, contact Mares America Very exclusive with 10 passengers max in 5 private cabins specializing in the Caribbean and Fiji 


/” 

oO tm 

& pool. Our new location. Call us for absolutely the very bes 3 is 

has the same features as the Cyberflex, sc hirrinatetbtinnatet prec in condos, villas, noel airtvate homes ip i A Vi | & : . 
‘ ‘ : : on all three islands. No one knows these islands as we do! 19 years a 
IS for divers who prefer a semi-flexible experience and we’re Caymanian owned and operated : T E L 5 z 
snorkel. GENEROUS COMMISSIONS er dive shops! KR AY oF 
For more information or the Mares deal- S109." Lime CAYMAN DIVER A Full Service Dive Travel Company > 





Corporation, Shore Point, 1 Selleck Street, sane rier (ries op gai Near re = 800- V ewe DIVE (3 483) E 





0631. fax (203) 866-9573. = Tampa, FL 33688 ¢ 800-544. 2722, 813-962-2236 
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The best Florida Keys 
reefs, wrecks and critters only 
aaliglelictom ice) si kele| me (ele. ce 

You deserve the best... 
and Lady Cyana will deliver! 


dy ‘Cyana Di 


Local # 305-664-8717 
Ox yada TA 
Dive /lodgin 
P, Box 1 fey 
atte Florida Keys ” 
‘E-mail: ladycyana@aol. com 


CHESAPEAKE RESORT 
1-800-338-3395 


FOR A NEW CAREER?’ 


= PDIC international 
OPZ4 P.O. Box 3633 f 
Make sport diving your career. oS Scranton, PA 18505 Zz 


Become a PDIC Scuba Instructor! 7 { 7) 349-4480 


PDIC International has been ad) ated 
teaching and developing high Fax (717) 342-1276 


quality standardized instruction for 
over thirty years, worldwide. PDIC trained students are confident, skilled and 
have Tun in the water. 

PDIC will help you make a profit from teaching. You can call 
and talk to our director personally for advice or help in solving 
problems. Write or call to begin a new and exciting career! 


“., All Oceanview Rooms! 


LOOKING 


i 4 at all LO U sh 











Savant as 

























> Open-Air Bar and Restaurant 
> 24 Hour Dive Lockers and Tanks 
> In-Room Mini-Kitchens 

> 10% Discount on Dive Packages 
> Fresh Water Swimming Pool 
and Jacuzzi 


Dive From Your 
Door Step 


> Boat Dives - Northwall - Stingray cit 
East End - On-site dive shop 


> Shore Diving - Waldo’s Reef - Waldo’s 
Off Hotel Dock 
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PALAU PACIFIC RESORT: [he Palau 
Pacific Resort (PPR) is operating as normal 
following the collapse of the Koror- 
Babeldaob bridge. While this is a tragedy 
for the nation as a whole, guests have not 
experienced any inconveniences at PPR 
Owing to the collapsed bridge. 

Daily flights to and from Palau are op- 
erating on their normal schedule. Guests 
are transported between Koror and the 
airport at Babeldaob via boat. Prior to the 
bridge’s completion in 1977, this was the 
standard mode of transportation be- 
tween Palau’s main islands. 





The primary tourist attractions, scuba 
diving and rock island tours, have contin- 
ued to be served by the local companies 
on their regular schedules without delays. 

PPR, which operates its own water and 
electric facilities, continues to provide first 
class service. Both of PPR’s fine restau- 
rants are open and serving their regular 
array of freshly prepared foods. = 


MARSHALL ISLANDS DIVE AND FISHING 
PACKAGES: The 150 room Outrigger 
Marshall Islands Resort now has diving 
and fishing packages. The new resort on 
the island of Majuro, in the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands, opened July 31. It is 
offering three night packages with scuba 
diving or sportfishing included. 

The diving package includes a three 
night stay, roundtrip airport transfers 
and two single tank dives. 

The Outrigger Marshall Islands Resort 
offers a fitness center, swimming pool, ten- 
nis court, sundry shop, a 120 seat restau- 
rant, cocktail lounge and meeting room. 

For reservations or information about 
Outrigger’s diving or fishing packages, 
call Outrigger Hotels and Resorts at (800) 
OUTRIGGER (688-7444) within the U.S. 
or Canada. 

For more extensive diving or fishing 
packages to the Marshalls, contact 
Central Pacific Dive Expeditions at (800) 
846-3488 or Trip-n-Tour at (800) 348- 
0842. a 


BILIKIK! CRUISES ANNOUNCES SPECIAL 
Dive TRIPs: Bilikiki Cruises, Ltd., has a 
series of special charters at special 
prices during January, February and 
March, 1997 on Spirit of the Solomons. 

“For years we've been telling divers 
that the Solomon Islands have great div- 
ing all year-round but many people seem 








unwilling to believe us. Now we’re going 
to make It easy for divers to find out,” 
said Rick Belmare, managing director of 
Bilikiki Cruises, Ltd. 

The rate for the special charters is ac- 
tually the rate for twin-share cabins with 
shared facilities but all cabins are being 
made available at one low price on a first 
come, first served basis. This means that 
on the special cruises most passengers 
will be in cabins with full facilities for the 
orice of shared facilities. 

To take advantage of this great offer, 
contact Allan Millham at Bilikiki Cruises, 
Ltd., (800) 663-5363, by fax at (604) 383- 
6598 or e-mail to bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca. 

Air New Zealand and Solomon Airlines 
offer special excursion rates to the 
Solomons from Los Angeles via Nadi, Fiji, 
or Auckland, New Zealand. 

For air fares, schedules and reserva- 
tions, call Air New Zealand at (800) 262- 
1234, = 


CAYMAN BRAC’s RUSSIAN SHIPWRECK: 
The MV Captain Keith Tibbetts is resting 
comfortably on the ocean floor off Cay- 
man Brac. Inspections have been com- 





oleted; the Russian warship has been 
deemed safe and is now open to the pub- 
lic for diving. Ben Parry, president of the 
Sister Islands Tourism Association, has 
reported that because of the pristine, clear 
waters of Cayman Brac, the wreck can be 
snorkeled as well as dived. Barracuda, 
groupers, Sergeant Majors and two 
French Angelfish—there when the initial 
site assessment was done—have recently 
been seen frequenting the ship. = 


NikONos 1997 U/W Puorto Events: 
Nikon has announced the dates for its 
popular Nikonos Shootouts and the 
brand new Fish |.D. Challenge. In 1997 
there will be four Shootouts: The Bonaire 
Shootout, June 21 through 28; the 
Cayman Brac Shootout, July 12 through 
19; the Key Largo Shootout, August 9 
through 17; and the Monterey Shootout, 
October 16 through 19. The Nikonos 
Fish !|.D. Challenge is scheduled for April 
12 through 19 on Grand Cayman. A total 
of nearly 1,000 participants are expected 
to attend the five events. For information 
or reservations, call WaterHouse Photo 
Tours at (800) 272-9122, (305) 451 - 
2228 or fax (B05) 451-5147, = 





|__GUANAJA, BAY ISLANDS. HONDURAS Tica: 


ac peace a ‘topical satadid usa of pioded 
mountains and white sand beaches fringed with | 
4 palms, where orchids grow wild and freshwater ; 
5 streams into waterfalls from natural springs. Escape 
- to this paradise at POSADA DEL SOL, a luxury — 
: arent wile Resort on 70 acres of reef front property, 
, = - featuring, world class scuba diving _ 
| onthe second largest barrier oe oS 
m@ inthe world. Come: enloy' the ES eee 
| paradise with us, wet 
g ae ates calls. | 


~~ ee ; Dm ¢ Wi _ 
1-800-642-3483 ¢ (407) 624-3483 
1201 HIGHWAY ONE. SUITE 210. NORTH PAIM BEACH, FL 22402 
E-marl: posadadel@aol.com 
ediving snorkeling pristine coral reef ewhitewater rafting earcheolagy trips 
ekayak *windsurting stishing epool eexercise & massage etennis emountain hiking 
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ANSE CHASTANET RESORT © SCUBA ST. LUCIA * 





ANSE CHASTANET RESORT ¢ SCUBA ST. LUCIA » 
VIONT LS VENS ©« LYOSIa LINVISVHD ISNV 


e SCUBA ST. LUCIA © ANSE CHASTANET RESORT ¢ 


PO Box 7000, Soufriere, St. Lucia, West Indies © Telephone (758) 459-7000 Fax (758) 459-7700 
For U.S. dive reservations call Go Diving at 800-328-5285 or (612) 931-9101 


Call immediately for our color brochure, or contact your favorite travel agent. 
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An aerial view of Posada Del Sol 
shows the deep green foliage, the 
stark white of the beach and the 
deep blue of the life rich waters. 


ae Mita) 


osada Del Sol 


Guanajas 
| First Class 
Dedicated 
Dive Resort 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY RICK FREHSEE 
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ed tile and Spanish arches im- 
mersed in green surrounded by a 
turquoise Ssea—your personal discovery 
of Posada Del Sol (Inn of the Sun) and 
the island of Guanaja will be both a visual 
delight and a spiritual renaissance. 
Nobody likes Surprises on a dive vaca- 
tion unless, of course, they are good 
ones. Fortunately, there are plenty of 
good surprises here. 
Where are we going, you wonder as 
your twin engine aircraft settles on the is- 
land airstrip, nearly encircled by jungle. 


SNE 

eoge 
Minutes later you are in a water taxi, the 
island’s only mode of transportation, on 
your way to the resort. The panorama is 
sea and sky and the pinetipped peaks of 
lovely, verdant Guanaja. The view of the 
island has surely changed little since the 
arrival of Columbus on his fourth and final 
voyage to the New World in 1502. On 
the way you pass a village on stilts—a 
manmade island known as Bonacca, 
Guanaja’s capital. 

Then it appears, one little revelation after 
the other. First the boathouse, docks and 
private beaches. Then the tennis courts, 
mainhouse and guesthouses, all nearly 
hidden in colorful fruit and flower trees. 

The resort's exterior and landscaping 
is impeccable; the entrance to the main- 


a ott: “Fhe sparkling 
Sahiallones of the south 
“barrier reef. AB allp late, coy 
«: Ehe mainhouse.is nes- 
Hedi Byaense greenery. 


























house via a circular stone walkway, un- 
forgettable. Posada Del Sol is a mansion 
that would not be out of place in Beverly 
Hills. Upstairs there is a sprawling wood- 
en deck, dappled with palms, deck furni- 
ture and hammocks, all Surrounding a 
crystal freshwater pool. A handsome in- 
door/outdoor bar joins the exterior to the 
mainhouse, which includes the beautiful 
restaurant within its cathedral ceiling. 
There are only 23 guestrooms ar- 
ranged in four separate wings—one pool- 
side, one oceanside and two hillside. 
Each room is beautifully furnished in tropi- 
cal villa decor of wood, tile and marble. 
Within the resort you are only steps away 
from the private beach and a coconut 
palm lined stone path wanders past gar- 
dens, tennis courts and barbecue/bar 
area to the boathouse and dive shop. In 
addition to boats, gear rental and storage, 
there is also a full service photo/video 
shop and a complete workout center. 
Morning and evening meals are served 
in the dining room; lunch is usually served 
on the pool deck beneath the shade of 
umbrellas and flowering trees. The meals 
are always a combination of fresh fruit, 
vegetables and seafood, wonderfully pre- 


Above: The pool 
deck provides a 
relaxing alterna- 
tive to the beach. 
Left: Spanish 
Diver, one of 
Posada’s fleet of 
medium sized 
dive boats. 


Posada Del Sol offers an extensive and 
varied array of fringing reef dive sites. The 
resort is on the southern coast of Gua- 
naja but the size of the island (7 by 12 
miles) and a bisecting canal provide easy 
access to the northern coast. The south 
coast fringing reef is broken and irregular, 
often linked by a series of flat, coconut- 
crowded islets. The northern coast reefs 
are a continuous barrier reef system well 
offshore. In all, there are more than 40 
moored dive sites regularly visited. These 
include such diverse experiences as the 
spectacular wreck of the Jado Trader, 
the rolling coral landscape at Vertigo, 
the tunnel at Jim’s Silverlode, the lava 
lined canyons of Black Rock and the 
sheer wall and reef pinnacles at the 
Bayman Drop. Periodically, Posada Del 
Sol launches an all day trip to the wilder- 
ness reefs of Barbareta Island 12 to 15 
miles away. 

Posada Del Sol caters to divers and is- 
land adventurers of all experience levels. 
The activities and surroundings are espe- 
Clally suited to those who are well trav- 
eled and seek amenities and experiences 
a cut above the norm. An ongoing theme 
at the resort has been its affinity with pro- 
fessional diving and an interest in the ma- 
rine sciences. Several research organiza- 
tions and universities have been invited 
and supported by the resorts, with inter- 

ests ranging 


from coral 

Caribbean Sea Guanaja 4 studies to 

grouper 

hale spawnings. 

Roatan Currently, 

Pigeon Posada Del 

pared as is- Cays Sol is Support- 
land, Central Bay of Honduras ing a compre- 
American hensive coral as- 
or popular Utila Cochinos Cays sessment and evaluation 
continental Sd program conducted by Tex- 


cuisine. Snacks, 

happy hour tropical drinks and compli- 
mentary room service coffee are daily of- 
ferings. Calories from sumptuous des- 
serts or wine, champagne or after dinner 
liqueurs can be lost along the aerobic hik- 
ing trail that climbs the 1,000 foot hill be- 
hind the resort. 

Posada Del Sol features a fleet of mid- 
sized custom dive boats. Each is about 
42 feet in length, with a sunroof, platform, 
ladders, storage and spacious deck. 
Drinking water, freshwater dip tanks and 
full safety and communications equip- 
ment are included. There are usually no 
more than 10 divers aboard each vessel. 
The dive schedule normally includes a 
two tank morning dive and a single tank 
afternoon dive, with one boat night dive 
and an all day picnic dive scheduled each 
week. There are a series of interesting 
shore dives planned along a transect line 
beginning at the dive dock linking coral 
heads and several small shipwrecks. 


as A&M University. Research and 
monitoring will determine the types and 
varieties of corals in the Bay Islands and 
will eventually lead to practical recom- 
mendations on diving procedures and 
sustainable develooment. The resident 
marine biologists present a weekly slide 
program to PDS guests on marine life 
and coral identification. 

These presentations are a part of an 
agenda of weekly activities designed to 
entertain and/or educate visitors. You 
can drift in or out of this schedule with as 
much relaxation and privacy as you 
please. Activities such as an aerobic hike, 
a beach party, an all day picnic to scenic 
Michael's Rock Beach, a waterfall and 
jungle hike and a sunset rum punch 
cruise are normal offerings. Visitors may 
also consider tacking on a day or two on 
the Honduras mainland to visit the Maya 
site of Copan or to experience whitewa- 
ter rafting. — 


(Continued on Page 117) 


SKIN DIVER DECEMBER 1996 97 








| DIVE INSTRUMENTS 


Leisure Pro’s 
Blue Reef Agressor 


Your Digital Dive Buddy 





BATT Dive 


TEMP FLY 





BY TY SAWYER 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


ncient Indians of the American 

Southwest used petroglyphs to 
convey important information at a glance 
for passersby. Leisure Pro’s Blue Reef 
Agressor Dive Computer has taken note 
of the practical aspects of at-a-glance in- 
formation and utilized it for diver safety 
with a patented and innovative Diver 
Pictograph. In fact, the entire design of 
the Agressor reflects an astute under- 
standing of the need for quick and easy 
to comprehend information. And more, 
the computer is made for rugged use 
and has acomfortable, ergonomic fit. It’s 
a dive computer designed to perform un- 
der real life conditions with the active div- 
erin mind. The most compelling at- 
tribute, though, is its affordability. 
Anyone thinking of buying a new dive 
computer, even with a tight budget and 
high expectations—beginner or ad- 
vanced—might want to check out this 
full featured powerhouse before making 
any final choices. 


GETTING STARTED 

The computer is activated either by 
immersion or by touching two stainless 
steel contacts simultaneously. Once ac- 
tivated the Agressor will perform a self- 
diagnostic check then automatically 
scroll through the depth and time limits 
for ano decompression dive between 
the depths of 30 and 130 feet. Then you 
will notice the unique and highly efficient 
design of the oversized LCD. The display 
contains six divisions, each color coded 
and situated according to the impor- 
tance of the information; five windows 
are for decompression status or dive in- 
formation but the sixth is what makes the 
Agressor an extraordinarily user friendly 
and ultra safe dive computer—the Diver 
Pictograph. It stands like a sentinel on 
the left hand side of the display. The in- 
geniously easy to understand pictograph 
(in the shape of a standing human) dis- 
plays the diver’s theoretical nitrogen ab- 
sorption level as based on the comput- 
er’s decompression algorithm. The Diver 
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Pictograph begins each dive as a blank 
outline and, as the dive progresses, the 
body fills with black horizontal bars 
from the feet to the head, representing 
the body’s increasing nitrogen absorp- 
tion. When the pictograph fills to the 
shoulders, it is probably a good idea to 
ascend to a shallower depth. The de- 
compression algorithm automatically ad- 
justs to your changing profile; as you as- 
cend the pictograph will factor and show 
a new, lower level of saturation based on 
depth, time and normal offgasing. 

The rest of the LCD is extremely sensi- 
ble and intuitive, providing pertinent in- 


formation in a compartmented format 
spread over an area measuring 4.8 
square inches. The large central window 
shows remaining no decompression 

(Continued on Page 99) 
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DEPTH MAK DEPTH 


Above: The Agressor’s oversized LCD 
measures 4.8 square inches and is divid- 
ed into color coded windows; the patent- 
ed Diver Pictograph is seen on the left. 
Below: The multi-adjustable wrist mount. 





Pre-Dive Surface ; 10 Minutes 
Scroll Dive #1: Wall Two Hours Dive #2: Wreck After Last Dive 
No Deco Limits No Deco Limits No Deco Limits 
30 «197 30 197 30. 197 
40 135 40 124 40 = 124 
50 74 50 71 50 70 
60 51 60 47 60 47 
70 36 70 36 70 36 
80 25 80 25 80 25 
90 16 90 16 90 16 
100 12 100 12 100 12 
110 9 110 9 110 g 
120 7 120 7 120 7 
130 6 130 6 130 6 








Above: The Blue Reef Agressor factors in your dive profiles and calculates new no decom- 
pression limits. The limits shown are scrolled before diving, before dive #1 and after dive #2. 





‘x 


Sak tee’ 
vo qaspe ep 










4 


a 


eae 


oe 


ares 
ee 


oe 


— 


ay ae 


own 





magine a place where 
: the water is warm (75 
to 85°F) and the schools 
of fish are so thick they 
flow like rivers in the 
open sea. At almost every 
dive site, there Is a billow- 
ing cloud of 2,000 to 
10,000 fish hanging 
above the reef. The place is Costa Rica, where the unexpect- 
ed is commonplace. Hazy shadows emerge from a blizzard 
of fish as divers are greeted by a giant Manta Ray, an elegant 
Eagle Ray or perhaps a Whale Shark. Big animal encounters 
are frequent and often occur near shore. Nutrient rich wa- 
ters are what attracts all those fish. While some dive destina- 
tions offer high visibility and few fish, in Costa Rica you will 
find tons of fish and visibility in the 30 to 120 foot range. 

At offshore islands, divers can witness fantastic flights of 
400 to 500 schooling Hammerhead Sharks, 
4,000 Bat Rays, 50 to 60 black Pilot Whales {| 
or 100 Mobula Rays. For shark lovers, there 
are many spots where you can find Whitetip 
Reef Sharks stacked up like logs, several se- 
mi-friendly Bull Sharks, or the more aggres- 
sive Galapagos Sharks. Few places on earth 
can rival the biodiversity and abundance of 
this remarkable destination—warm water, 
good visibility and tons of fish! 
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Harlequin Shrimp 
(left), Frogfish (right) 
& large schools of 
fish (below) are 
commonplace. 





PACIFIC AND CARIBBEAN: Costa Rica is a small tropical coun- 
try between two oceans. One side borders the warm 
Caribbean; on the opposite side is the abundant Pacific. 
Both offer opportunities for exploration and adventure. The 
Pacific coastline is the more extensive of the two, stretching 
for almost 750 miles. 

GUANACASTE REGION: In the northwest portion of the country 
is the Guanacaste Region, the center of Costa Rica mainland 
diving. Numerous dive operators and coastal resorts are clus- 
tered around the resort communities of Playa del Coco and 
Flamingo Beach. More than 60 dive sites have been charted in 
this area, most within a 10 to 20 minute boat ride from the re- 
sort. These sites range from coral reefs to rocky outcroppings, 
submerged seamounts and shallow coral gardens. 

The marine life biodiversity is incredible 
and visitors often encounter frogfish, four 
species of moray eels, several Whitetip Reef 
Sharks, two species of angeltish and several 
giant schools of reef fish—all on the same 
dive! What is particularly fascinating is the 
mixture of species that encompass 
Caribbean, Pacific coastal and tropical 
Pacific waters—all in the same area. 


In the horthert The high point of any visit to the 
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Guanacaste Region is to dive the offshore islands, where big 
animal encounters abound. The Bat Islands are a string of 
offshore rocky islets that jut out from Santa Rosa National 
Park, at the very northern reaches of the coastline. Here 
you'll find Big Scare, a dive site populated by several friend- 
ly Pacific Bull Sharks. 

The Catalinas are a small cluster of rock islands toward 
the southern end of the Gulf of Papagayo. Here divers will 
find a large population of Whitetip Reef Sharks, schools of 
Bat, Eagle and Cownose Rays and often, Mantas. 

NicoYa PENINSULA: Nicoya is a large peninsula in the more 
central region of Costa Rica’s Pacific Coast. It offers a general 
blend of outdoor activities combined with recreational diving. 
All-inclusive resorts provide an opportunity to enjoy sailing, 
tennis, snorkeling, scuba, fishing and other outdoor sports. 

OsA PENINSULA: Farther south on the Pacific Coast is the Osa 
Peninsula—a virtually untouched tropical paradise. Famous for 
its eco lodges, nature tours and river trips, Osa is also the home 
of the Cano Island Biological Reserve. Ten 
miles off the mainland coast, Cano is a fully 
protected natural paradise with an exception- 
ally beautiful reef bordering its shores. With 
depths ranging from 15 to 70 feet, these reefs 
offer an incredible diversity of fish life and ma- 
rine creatures, including Mantas, Whitetip 
Reef Sharks, Whale Sharks, schools of jacks 
and sea snakes. 

Coco IsLanb: Coco is a mid-Pacific Ocean 
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Unusual marine life like the 
Snowflake Moray Eel (left) and 
Scalloped Hammerhead Sharks 
(below) are seen frequently in the 
waters of Costa Rica. 


island, 250 miles from Port Puntarenas. Classified as a na- 
tional park, Coco Island is uninhabited and remains in a to- 
tally natural state. The island is accessed by three live-aboard 
dive vessels. 

The diving at Coco Is nothing short of phenomenal. It is 
the natural habitat for Costa Rica's leg- 
endary schooling Hammerhead Sharks. 
These magnificently graceful animals can be 
seen swimming in schools of 200 to 600. 
Other big animal encounters include giant 
Mantas, Whale Sharks, Wahoo, Sailfish, 
Marble Rays, Whitetip Reef Sharks, 
Humpback Whales and dolphins. 

CARIBBEAN Coast: Costa Rica’s smaller 130 
mile Caribbean coast is an uncharted fron- 
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tier for diving. This region Is 
overshadowed by the Pacific 
Coast resort boom. Hotels 
are spotty, dive operations 
are just starting and virgin 
reefs await exploration. 
LAND ATTRACTIONS: Costa 
Rica is a gentle nation with a 
Latin flavor. With a modest population of three million resi- 
dents, it has no army or navy and Is often described as the 
Switzerland of Central America. The people (called Ticos) are 
friendly, well educated, industrious and the highest standard 
of living in Central America. 

Costa Rica’s terrain and climate are highly variable. A 
mountain range bisects the country, with lowlands along 
both coasts. The country offers an opportunity to explore fas- 
cinating rain forests, hike mountainous volcanoes or swim in 
warm seas along both coasts. Costa Rica is considered the 
eco tourism capital of the Western 
Hemisphere. It has 20 national parks, 8 = 


areas and fauna sanctuaries. 

heart of one of the most active volcano re- ‘CU 
gions on earth. There are 42 active volcanoes 
and 60 dormant ones. Several national parks 
have been created around active volcanoes, 
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Howler monkeys 
(left) , waterfalls 


(right) & volcanoes 
(below) are seen & 


heard daily. 


complete with viewing facilities, hotel accommodations, 
guided walks and educational lectures. Among the most pop- 
ular are Arenal, Irazu and Poas. Even Coco Island is the round- 
ed top of an ancient volcano. Visitors can hike to the rim of 
these geological phenomena and peer down into pools of 
molten lava spewing fumes of chlorine and sulfur. 

WHITEWATER RIVER RAFTING: There are at least five rivers that 
offer exciting, challenging whitewater river rafting. These 
rivers are rated by degree of difficulty, ranging from Class | to 
IV. Only one river is rated as Class V, for experts only. The thrill 
of whitewater rafting is difficult to describe but could be com- 
pared to a combination of riding a roller coaster and surfing a 
wave. The tours are a marvelous combination of serene river 
drifting punctuated by fast moving action. Many of the tours 
include an overnight stay at one of Costa 
Rica’s many jungle lodges. 

KAYAKING: Costa Rica offers three types of 
kayaking: whitewater kayaking for the adven- 
turous; jungle river kayaking for the nature 
lover; and ocean kayaking for the sea going 
sportsperson. 

RAIN FOREST TOURS: The rain forests of Costa 
Rica have long been the country’s major 








Turtle nesting grounds (below) 
& great waves (right) are seen 
on both the Pacific & 
Caribbean shorelines. 





tourist attraction. Visitors come from all over the world to 
walk, hike and tour these magnificent ecological havens. And 
recently, a new dimension has been added with the construc- 
tion of an aerial tram that carries visitors through the jungle 
canopy. The forests are home to a variety of exotic animals, in- 
cluding jaguar, howler monkeys, three-toed sloths, tapirs and 
many others. Equally fascinating are the rare jungle birds such 
as the scarlet macaw and keel-billed toucans. 

Watersports: Equally alluring are the multitude of water- 
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att bi Nite/10 Tank Hotel Packages at $459 
¢ Sailing/Diving —Daily, Overnight or Multiday 
¢ Scubapro Rental Gear 
¢ KILLER DIVING!!!—You haven't Seen Marine 
Life 'til You’ve Dived the “Rich Coast” 


RICH COAST DIVING COMPANY 


Playas del Coco, Costa Rica 5019 


1-800-4-DIVING 
Tel/Fax: 011-506-670-0176 
E-mail: SCUBA@DIVECOSTARICA.COM 
“http://www.divecostarica.com 
U.S. Mailing: #2042 
P.O. Box 02-5635 ¢ Miami, FL 33102 
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PROFESSIONALS! 


¢ Full Service Dive Shop 
¢ PADI Instruction 
¢ Daily Dive Trips on our 40’ Dive Yacht 
¢ We Specialize in Small Groups & 
Personal Service 


Phone & Fax: (506) 670-0351 


P.O, Box 194 Playas del Coco 
Guanacaste, Costa Rica 
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sports to be found along the Pacific coastline. Much like 
Southern California, select beaches offer excellent surfing op- 
portunities when conditions are right. Visitors can enjoy a vari- 
ety of sailing cruises, windsurfing, swimming, snorkeling and 
other water oriented sports. Costa Rica has excellent fishing— 
both fresh and saltwater. Some of the major game fish of this 
region include Marlin, Wahoo, Sailfish, Tarpon and tuna. 
OutpDoor Activities: Other activities popular in Costa Rica 
are bicycling, horseback riding, mountain hiking, birdwatch- 
ing, motorcycle touring and natural history cruises. 
SIGHTSEEING: As for sightseeing, Costa Rica offers some of 
the most unusual activities imaginable, such as a tour of the 


e All Services In House 


e Deluxe Accommodations 
e Dedicated Dive Boats 
® Full Service Dive Shop 


HOTEL EL OCOTAL 
Information: 
Fax: 506-670-0083 


Or Your Preferred Dive Specialist 
E-mail: elocotal@sol.racsa.co.cr 
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butterfly farm, a visit to a coffee 
plantation or a tour of the coun- 
try’s fabulous Gold Museum, 
housing 2,000 pre-Columbian 
gold artifacts. 

If archaeology is your interest, 
no visit could be complete with- 
out examining Costa Rica's ex- 
traordinary stone spheres—per- 
fectly round balls of stone mea- 
suring up to six feet in diameter 
and weighing up to 15 tons. 
These mysterious sculptures 
date back 500 to 1,500 
years and are hand- 
carved from dense 
volcanic rock. 

With all the top- 
side attractions, 
the friendliness of 
the Tico people, 
the warm water and 
tons of fish, it is easy to 
see why Costa Rica will be 
the next hot spot for divers and 
their families. 
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: | ' ’ t) Instruction ¢ Snorkeling ¢ Equipment Rental 
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Where blue skies & waters are fun! 


Friendliest service and the greatest comfort | 
aboard our sailboat perfect for diving, snorkeling, 








cruising and sunset trips. 
Land based _ dive 
packages for groups and 
= | individuals. Daily dive & 
20 Years’ Experience in Costa Rica _ Dive the wonders of Costa Rica's — trips and night dives year & : 
Large, covered boats. _ big-animal paradise withtwo around. First class accommodations, ocean view. 
SPECIAL PACKAGES ~ modern, high-tech dive cruisers, — Professional, personalized service with: 
for Groups/Individuals. Sea Hunter & Undersea Hunter. — Malinche Real Resort 
Hotel Sol Playa Hermosa Frequent departures of 10-day Costa Smeralda Resort 
NITROX coming in ’97!! | cruises. Vessels are Nitrox- | Sol Playa Hermosa Beach Resort 
ee ee ~ equipped. Hammerheads and Casa Blanca Resort 


Join Us Aug. 30 aboard M/V 
TEMPTRESS EXPLORER, 
COCO ISLANDS & BAT ISLANDS, 

Arenal Volcano & 


_ other pelagics every dive! P.O. Box 122-5019 


Playas del Coco 
Guanacaste, Costa Rica 
Ph/Fax: (§06) 670-0421 













For Further Information Contact: 









Ae ee Been Cellular:/(506) 380-4295 
ee pecoetsiues | E-mail: beckers@soljracsa.co.cr 
all: } , 
800-779-0055 
Fax: 612-931-0209 See & Sea Travel 
fepeoai ern Ctl 50 Francisco St., #205 
C : ; San Francisco, CA 94133 
osta Rica Ph/Fax: 
011-506-670-0012 Phone: 415-434-3400 
Write: Fax: 415-434-3409 
c/o Interlink 2129 1S pana kbs 
Bill & Nadine P.O. Box 02-5635 oer ee 
Beard Miami, FL 33102 http://www.divxprt.com 
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TASCA Fast Facts 
~_f-— 

HOW TO GET THERE 
Lacsa flies modern Airbus 320s and Boeing 737s daily to 
San Jose from New York, Orlando, Miami, New Orleans, 
Los Angeles and San Francisco. Lacsa also flies into Liberia 
(Guanacaste Region) twice a week from Miami. While on 
board Lacsa airlines you will enjoy complimentary food 


and cocktails, movies and, of course, Lacsa’s friendly 
“Tico” service. 





GEOGRAPHY 

Costa Rica is bordered by Nicaragua to the north and 
Panama to the southeast. It is located 1,115 miles from 
Miami which takes approximately 2 1/2 hours flight time. 


ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Passport required. No visa required for U.S. citizens with 
roundtrip tickets. | 


CAR RENTALS 
Upon arriving in Costa Rica you can rent a car at any of 
the agencies at Juan Santamaria International Airport 
(San Jose) or in the city of San 
Jose. Current driver’s license is 
needed with credit card deposit. 
Most cars and four wheel drive 
vehicles are between $50 and 
$100 a day. 





TAXI 
Good Taxi service is available 
from the airports and in towns. As 
with any country or city ask what 
the fare will be to your destina- 
tion before you get in the taxi. 









gm csta Rica lavel< 


Experience The 
Adventure Tours 


4 1350 S.W. ey pa 
eS] Miami, Florida 
Ld (800) 815-5019 
Phone: (305) 267-6644 © Fax: (305) 261-6648 
E-mail: ETA@netpoint.net 
URL: http:/www.empg.com/ETA 
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DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 


800-525-3833 
CA: 510-794-1599 ¢ FAX: 510-794-1617 


E Mail: Indfall @aol.com ¢ http://ecotravel.com/landfall 
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COSTA RICA VISITOR 
INFORMATION 
Costa Rica Tourist Board (I.C.T.) 


Information Office in Plaza de la Cultura, 
5th St. between Central & Second Ave. © 


| 4th Avenue, between 5th and 7th Street 
Phone: (506) 223-1733 / Fax: (506) 223-5452 ' 


P.O. Box 777-1000 San Jose, Costa Rica 


HOT LI 
(for any emergency information, etc.) 


in Costa Rica: 800-0123456 
Information in U.S.A.: 1-800-343-6332 


Srecial IStS ~g~___ 


TROPICAL 
ADVENTURES 


TRAVEL 
800-247-3483 
WA: 206-441-3483 ¢ FAX: 206-441-5431 


E-mail: 103520.2014@compuserve.com 
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Rick Wallace & Brad Gerber 
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CURRENCY 
210 colones = $1.00 U.S. 
U.S. dollars are accepted most anywhere in Costa Rica. 


TELEPHONES . 
USA direct is available from most phones and the 
country code for Costa Rica is 506. From the U.S. you 
would have to dial 011-506 then the local phone 
number in Costa Rica. 


WATER & ELECTRICITY 
Water is drinkable throughout most of the country and 
electricity runs110 volt /60-cycle AC. 


POPULATION 
Approximately 3 million residents 


GOVERNMENT 

Costa Rica is a democratic republic and is set up like the 
U.S. in that it has independent executive, legislative and 
judicial branches. 


HOLIDAYS 

Costa Rica is a Catholic country 
and its holidays are mostly church 
related. The Easter celebration 
(Holy Week) is considered the 
biggest holiday. 


CLIMATE 
Temperatures range from 74° F to 
85°F throughout the year, with 
cooler evening temperatures in 
the mountainous areas. 












(800) 367-5960 


257 E. Sierra Ave. 
Portola, CA 96122 
(916) 832-5600 
Fax: (916) 832-5758 
E-mail: oceansu@psin.com 
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The Dive Travel 
& Adventure Guide 


One Call for The Best In Adventure Travel! 
PH: 916.582.7300 © Fax:916.582.7310 


E-Mail: dtg@ix.netcom.com °« http://www.diveguide.com 


(800) 877-DIVE, 
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Well...actually, it’s more like one big recess. 
Come play amidst huge schools of tropical fish & 
exciting coral formations and enjoy the freedom 
of having left your homework far behind. Your 
only assignment is to explore this mystical world 
under the sea. It won't be hard to earn an “A” in 
Costa Rica. 


Only /Lacsa offers direct daily service to all of 
Costa Rica from 6 U.S. gateway cities: New York, 
Orlando, Miami, New Orleans, Los Angeles and 
San Francisco, with world-class complimentary 
service on board a modern fleet of aircraft featur- 
ing airbus A320s and Boeing 737s. Experience 
great “Tico” service. 


Serving Costa Rica for Quer 50 Years! 


For Reservations and Information 24 hours a day 


1-800-225-2272 
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LEISURE PRO’S 

BLUE REEF AGRESSOR 
DIVE COMPUTER 
(Continued from Page 98) 


time and is outlined in red. Should you 
ascend too quickly, the word SLOW will 
also appear in this window as a warning. 
Below it are two windows: the current 
depth (lower left) and maximum depth at- 
tained (lower right); both outlined in blue. 
At the top of the display, outlined in 
green, is the dive number, water temper- 
ature and total dive time. 

To ensure you have ample battery 
power before you begin your dive, the 
Agressor provides a battery level window 
in the upper left corner, outlined in white. 
This feature is notably convenient, espe- 
cially if you are about to embark on a mul- 
ti-day dive on a live-aboard. No low bat- 


BLUEREEFAGRESSOR ~~ 
DIVE COMPUTER 


Agressor 


Algorithm developed by Max Hahn, Ph.D. 
No decompression limits from 30 to 130 
feet 

Flashing SLOW 

Automatic adjustment from sea level 

to 10,000 feet 

Numerical deco stop, depth and time 


One 3 volt lithium cell; user replaceable 


Immersion in water or by touching 
contacts with moist fingertips 

Empty battery pictograph 

Digital and graphic oversized display, 
compartmented and color coded for 
readability. Also, an innovative Diver 
Pictograph for maximum data clarity. 





tery surprises with this dive computer. To 
check the status, manually activate the 
Agressor by holding two contacts with 
moistened fingers. When the battery level 
window shows only one gray bar, it’s 
time to change the battery. 

The Agressor automatically adjusts for 
multi-dive profiles. A five minute surface in- 
terval signals the end of the first dive and 
dive planning information will begin to scroll 
across the display. The Agressor will remain 
active for 12 hours (24 hours for a decom- 
pression dive), counting any dives within 
that time period as multiple dives and up- 
dating no decompression time accordingly. 
During this period the do not fly icon will ap- 
pear in the upper center of the display. 

Should you enter decompression, the 
Diver Pictograph will begin to flash and 
the main window will show the stop 
depth and decompression time as the 


Agressor safely guides you through your 
ascent to the surface. 

The Agressor stores up to nine dives in 
its log, which can be accessed after a five 
minute surface interval by holding con- 
tacts A and C (bottom right) for a few 
seconds. 

An exceptionally beneficial feature is 
the automatic altitude adjustment. The 
computer's internal monitoring circuit de- 
tects altitudes of up to 10,000 feet above 
sea level and automatically compensates 
to provide accurate no decompression/ 
compression information. All you do is 
monitor your computer as usual. 


CONSTRUCTION 

The Blue Reef Agressor measures 2% 
by 2% by 1% inches, weighs about 4.2 
ounces in air and, despite its dimen- 
sions, is remarkably comfortable and 
unobtrusive in the water. The rugged 
cover and built-in wrist strap are made 
of high impact, vulcanized rubber to 
protect against scrapes and knocks. 
The computer case is made of a durable 
polymer. The wide and user adjustable 
wrist strap has two stainless steel snaps 
and is contoured to the natural curve of 
the forearm. 


(Continued on Page 141) 





No One Does as 
Much for Divers. 





DAN now offers up to $125,000+ 


dive accident coverage! 


DAN members receive exclusive dive and travel benefits: 


¢ 24-hour dive emergency hotline and 
medical information line based at 
Duke University Medical Center. 


e Automatic $100,000 emergency medical 
evacuation — no restriction on length of 


stay outside of the USA 


® Eligibility for up to $125,000 dive 
accident insurance coverage, PLUS a 
total of $35,000 additional coverage for 
AD&D or P&TD, lost dive equipment, 
loss of air line ticket, and extra 
accommodations* 


¢ Subscription to award-winning 
Alert Diver magazine 


e A free copy of the DAN Dive and 
Travel Medical Guide 


© Eligibility for diving’s only 
emergency ID — the DAN Tag™ 


¢ Membership in the world’s largest 
association of divers, supporting vital 
research and services that benefit DAN 
members and all recreational divers 


DAN membership is only $25 per year.** 
Ask about diving’s best insurance value. 


Call 800-446-2671 


(Priority Code CC96) 


* Available through $35 DAN Master Plan. Other insurance 


options are available. AD&D: accidental death and 
dismemberment; PTD: permanent total disability. 
** Membership includes evacuation, magazine and medical 


guide. Insurance is extra and ranges from $25 to $35 per year. 


Your Dive Safety Association 


Divers Alert Network ~ 


http://www.dan.ycg.org 
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Above: Yap Divers’ dive center and dive 
boats are mere steps from the hotel. 





Above: A giant Manta Ray. Below: 
Traditional stone money bank in the jungle. 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GERI MURPHY 


nthe past 15 years we have witnessed 

the development and proliferation of 
Dedicated Dive Resorts—resort hotels 
designed by divers and specifically 
catering to divers. You can find them all 
over the Caribbean, on small islands, off- 
shore atolls and remote sections of un- 
developed coastlines. Yet in the Pacific 
they are rarer. When you find a really 
good one, it is worth noting. 

Manta Ray Bay Hotel is just such a 
place—a Dedicated Dive Resort, tucked 
away in the remote southwestern corner 
of Micronesia. In fact, it is the best little 
dive hotel in the western Pacific. 

Manta Ray Bay Hotel is on the island 
of Yap, one of the least commercialized 
tourist destinations in Micronesia. It lies 
halfway between Guam and Palau and is 
serviced by regularly scheduled jet flights 
on Continental Micronesia. If you hap- 
pen to be headed for a diving vacation in 
Palau, there is no extra charge fora 
stopover in Yap and it would certainly be 
worth a few days’ visit. Yap is totally dif- 
ferent than Palau—different island cul- 
ture, different local language, different 
diving attractions and certainly a different 
type of resort hotel. 

The hotel is right on the water's 
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Above: A guestroom with ocean view. 
Rooms include all creature comforts. 





Above: Outdoor restaurant and bayside 
bar. Below: Traditional Yapese dancing. 











edge, with a lovely view of the bay. It is 
close to downtown Colonia—within 
walking distance of numerous stores, 
the airline ticket office, a bank, super- 
market and a few restaurants. 

The hotel is small and compact—23 
guestrooms in a three story building. It 
is the size that creates the air of intima- 
cy and casual informality. Everyone 
knows your name after the first day. It is 
almost like checking in to a landlocked 
live-aboard. 

The major difference is that all the 
guestrooms are exceptionally spacious 
and nicely furnished. They are equipped 
with every creature comfort imagin- 
alble—telephones, color TV, VCR player, 
air-conditioning, ceiling fans, mini fridge, 
built-in hairdryer, bathroom and shower. 
There are two kinds of rooms—ocean 
view and garden view (lower priced). 

Manta Ray Bay Hotel operates its own 
restaurant, complete with a gourmet 
chef named Bill Munn. There is an indoor 
dining room on the 
top floor of the 
hotel as well as 
an open air 
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restaurant and bar on the first level, 
overlooking the harbor. 

While Manta Ray Bay has no fancy 
tennis courts or Olympic sized pool, it 
does have the main ingredient for being 
a top rated Dedicated Dive Resort—a 
full service dive center on the hotel 
premises. What makes this hotel so 
great is that you can watch the dive staff 
loading the boats while you are having 
your breakfast. 

Yap Divers began operation even be- 
fore there was a hotel. And, over the 
past nine years, it has grown into a large, 
professionally run dive operation with 
five boats, a retail store, a scuba repair 
department and a special storage room 
for guests’ dive gear. 

The dive center is adjacent to the ho- 
tel and has its own private boat dock 
and fueling station. The five dive boats 
are various lengths and capacities to ef- 
ficiently accommodate any size dive 
group, large or small. 

The latest addition to the Manta Ray 
Bay Hotel is a complete underwater 
photo and video center. Right off the ho- 

(Continued on Page 114) 











OPTIONAL SHARK DIVES ON EVERY CRUISE! 


A First-Class Cruise to The Bahamas’ Best Diving 
‘OUR DIVING 


e Three World-Class Itineraries—departing 
from Fort Lauderdale or Great Exuma. 

e Southern Bahamas: 
Exumas, Rum Cay, San Salvador, 
Conception Island. 

¢ Cay Sal: Victory Reef, Orange Cay, 
Blue Holes, Elbow and Water Cay. 

¢ Bahama Adventure: Theo's Wreck, 
Lucaya, Gingerbread, Hesperus, Bimini. 


e The world’s 1st SWATH Live-Aboard 
Boat—virtually eliminates motion. 
e E-6 Processing and Nikonos Cameras. 


e Full Video Edit capabilities. 
e Ocean kayaks and skiing. 


“Learn To Dive” 
Ask your local participating 
dive center 


Elevating dive platform 
gets you close 


Lounge on our huge 
2,000 sq. ft. sundeck 





Call us at: 


) | | A | 4 > | A/C cabins with private 
ie Led | "A ‘fae A A v | bath & showers 


(800) 899-6753 © (954) 463-9324 


U.S, Patents 5,140, 924 and 5,282,763 Ship’s Registry: U.S. Nekton® isa registered service mark. 


© AD/SD 1996 
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: PADI INSTRUCTOR; 


oe Fee Includes 
Lodging / Tanks / Weight Belts 


KEITH MATTSON, 
Course Director 15561 





FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE, ne 


a Division of THE DIVE STATION @ 
* kk &k*kPADI 5 STAR CDC e 


3465 Edgewater Drive > 
Orlando, Florida 32804 (1a 
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FOR MORE Phone 1407) 423-4734 
Shr 1-800-282-3328 2 
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Great New Book! 
Interesting fish facts plus 
spectacular color photos B& 
| 22 New Hand Signals to 
| communicate the sighting of a fish to your dive buddy! 
| Log book to record your fish watching activities. 
Scuba Talk™ is available at dive stores for $14.95 
oradd $3 -S&H to Blue Reef Publications, Inc.,; 


P.O. Box 42; Newton Centre, MA 02159 USA 
(617) 332-7965 


\ Guide to Underwater Communication 
*» ‘ 


Great Christmas gies 

Gifts For Divers! e2= (re 
‘ ‘. a { HR Al 

THE REEF SET # 

Reef Fish ID 39.95 


Reef Creature ID 34.95 
Reef Coral 29.95 


800-737-6558 


3 volume REEF SET wi/shelf case 110. 00 
3 volume REEF SET witraveler case 125.00 


Book Catalog & Marine Life Leaming Center 
http://www.fishid.com 


PADI’s Enriched 

Air Diving video 

teaches you about 

diving with 

enriched air ina 

simple, easy to 

understand way. Learn how to extend your 
dives safely and efficiently. Visit us on the 
world wide web at http:/www.padi.com to 
find a PADI Dive Center near you. 


77 Min $22.95 plus $3 S&H. Send to G&J Productions 
2667 Cropley Ave #109, San Jose, CA 95132 
http://www.we.com/user/gipro 


Giant Stride 
_Divelog 
\_FOR WINDOWS __7 


Download from: 
http://www.tdi.com/~sam ¢ e-mail: sam@tdl.com 


Call (408) 524-8860 
to request a free copy in the mail. 








OCEAN LIFE MULTIMEDIA ENCYCLOPEDIA 


The Most Complete Reference for Divers and 
Aquarium Enthusiasts on CD ROM! 
Includes Video, Photos and Information on over 300 Species of: 
F Whales ¢ Dolphins * Crustaceans * Tropical Fish » Plant Life 
Nudibranchs * Sharks * Aquatic Birds * Sea Shells * And More! 
Plus diving regulations and information for ALL 50 States 


ONLY $37.95 (plus $3.50 S&H) 


*. OCEAN/MARINE TECHNOLOGIES * 
7415 a Grove, Ste. 12 * San Antonio, TX 78250- 3107 
1-800-793-4038 » Fax: 210/684-2154 
e-mail: omtek19@stic.net 
IBM PC/Windows/Win 95/NT Compatible « Visa/MC Accepted 





Interactive Multi-Media CD-ROM Wreck Library 


WreckMaster 
Northeast 
Over SOO Wrecks 


Maine to Virginia. 


Pictures * Charts ¢ Dive Conditions ¢ 
Quiz Mode ¢ History « 


Vessel Erfistlopedia * much more.. 


IBM / Windows 3.1x or 


Win95. 386 CPU+ 256 Color 
$49.95 + $2.85 ship e 
call 1-800-470-1234 
($3.00 SLS TX CT RES ONLY) 
Scubamation, P.O. Box 632, Botsford, CT 06404 
htt :// WWW. ctbusiness. com/scubamation. htm 


Grand Cayman 


The premier interactive, edutainment 
dive CD on Grand Cayman. Multimedia 
rich, with over 30 minutes of high quality fa 
dive movies in thousands of colors, i 
complimented by music and narration. 
Dive iy on Alley, Stingray City, East 
alls, Reefs arid Wrecks. 
includes 200+ photo gallery and complete dive operation, 
lodging, restaurant, fishing and travel sections. 
Macintosh, Windows 95 & 3.1. 
Only $34.95 (plus $3 S&H) 
VISA/MC Direct Orders Call 800-243-1515 x650 
rece pale TO THRILL, INC. 


Interactive Marine | Life ID Guides 
and Encyclopedias 

on CD-ROM! 

Fishes of the Caribbean 2.0 

Fishes of the Red Sea 

The World of Sharks 

The World of Whales 


& Dolphins : 
Only $45 each! 


Sea-D Publishing, P.O Box 31545 SMB, Grand Cayman, BWI 
Tel: (809) 949-8327 Fax: (809) 949-8427 
E-mail: daved@candw.ky On the Web: http://www.sea-d.com 


CITIES UNDER 
THE SEA 


Jean-Michel Cousteau transports 

to a spectacular undersea “cit 

coral reefs to see creatures you fe 
never encounter in your scuba 
adventures. You will learn about 
these animals and plants—and 
understand how this perfectl 
balanced ecosystem works. Over 700 original pho- 
tographs and 90 minutes of video make this an 
experience you'll not soon forget! 

Windows or Macintosh CD-ROM: $29.95 

CITIES UNDER THE SEA is available at dive shops and 
software retailers, or call Enteractive at 800-443-4464. 


Dive to a Deeper Understanding 





Dan eres pe ee a 45 — 
WRECK VALLEY 
"Multi Media wa Ne os CD" 


300 Shipwrecks 
of NY, NJ and CT 


Searchable Database 

Running U/W Video 

Shipwreck Sketches 

Artifact Photographs 

Historical Photographs 

Historical Information — 
Interactive Side Scan Sonar tases 

Beach, Deep, Artifact and Treasure Wrecks ! 


~# 
Aqua Explorers Inc.Po 116 E.Rockaway NY 11518 


(800) 695-7585 (516) 868-2658 
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Dive Equipment 
APOLLO SPORTS USA, INC. 


aL aceMsAN au 'ay art ele) |(ebs-)elelat-merelan 


DIVE RITE 
alas OM SAW AW ANAS IN ico slicmele) gays 
e-mail: diverite1 @aol.com 


DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
http:,/www.diversdiscount.com 
e-mail: DiversDisc@aol.com 


DIVERS OUTLET 
let eM PAN AWANAO|\icis-veleliicimerelan 
roma aarcli Pm Al(eleselh-lscelelt(-imerean 


FISHER RESEARCH LABORATORY 
Underwater Metal Detectors 
http://www.treasurenet.con/treasure/ 
ijal=ie4 


FUJI ULTRASONIC 
ENGINEERING CoO., LTD. 
Las OMsAWAWANACLE- (816 [Mele] Oman (0) Cael) 
e-mail: fujius@orange.or.jp 
JWA/SCUBAPRO 


http://www.jwa.com 


U.S. DIVERS 
leteMsA AAC iel\i-16-me) 
e-mail: tecinfo@usdivers 





Internet Services 


sismere) b10] Bal le) 
http://www.haisdivegquide.com 
soa atts libmarslCuatclivelhizcrelel(e(-merelan 


TWOFIN, INC 
alacom saa aaa ie)ilamerelsaaaieyiin 
e-mail: twofin@aol.com 


Live-Aboard Travel 


p Neve}; {—-\-\ 0]: 80 & = 9 hg B 


aad eM sa aauasle[e|q-s-s-10) mere]nn ne) s 
e-mail: divboat@aol.com 


BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 
http://www.biackbeard-cruises.com or 
e-mail: sales@blackbeard-cruises.com 


NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.gate.net/~nekton or 
e-mail: nekton@gate.net 


PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www.winnet.net/dancer/ or 
e-mail: dancer@winnet.net 


REEF EXPLORER EXOTIC 
DIVE ADVENTURES 
http://www.ozemail.com.au/~reefies 
e-mail: reefies@ozemail.com.au 


SAILING & DIVING VACATIONS 
ON A CRUISE YACHT 


Lat OMsANAVAVA Ze (CiBlEstroleriiiaiomere] anys 


SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 


Era atslIMESistctichtis) a @peteticl am als) | 



































Photo Equipment 


HELIX LIMITED 
http://www.mastermall.com/helix 


CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO 
CENTER AND GALLERIES 

alae oM/AW ANA mer: ltantceralelceyamerelen 
e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 


Publishers 


BLUE OCEAN DIVERS AND 
ole SN A Vil) | =a ed | fo) Mele; | > 
http://ally.ios.com/~omtek19 


DIVESIGHT 
alan MAYAN AWA l\cr-t(e ]alexere) take) g 
e-mail: divesight@silkthread.com 


SEA-D PUBLISHING 
iad OM FAWAW AW Acy=r= tre MeXe) pa Ke) § 
Pa aarelimel-W sre exer= lave hy 


Resort/ Dive Operators 


pNelty wa 'fe] 51 mp) 
ala oA A AWAILATAT=1 exe) aavAn a=» <(ereyWAeler-Malinal| 


BAHAMA DIVERS 
alae eM SAY AW AWA1an] ele Mexe) anys ey-\at-laat-bxe hcl a> 
e-mail: bahdiver@netrunner.net 


BAHAMAS MINISTRY OF TOURISM 
alad OM SAWAWAWAIANC=10,¢ale)iii(s10(0(-Mexe)aayAerslatclaats ics 


BASKIN IN THE SUN 
alae OM FAN AN AYA |\\iote ey-ts1.¢/amore) pane) g 
ow aatcli Mm er=tsy.iareliviciexs\e) Merelan 


BAYMAN BAY CLUB 
http://bayman.lwm.com/bayman 


BELIZE UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
las oMsAY UA TAWAAN Celia mexelenyAau eli laysel=\ir4-Maitin 
rota aatclibmatsts wes lecve) alors le) Mere) an 


BIMINI UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
ala eM AUN AWAAlerilamereany/aaevilayseler- Malina 
leliaalialer=\eav=) 0401010 m ale 
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CORAL ISLE DIVERS 
http://WWW.CARIBNET.NET/CORAL-ISLE 
e-mail: CORALIS@CARIBNET.NET 


DISCOVERY DIVE 
alas OMAN AN AWA BL Isxere)-latelic mere) en 


THE DIVE SHOP LTD. 
alae OM /AWAWAWAer=lele)ai21@alc1fZol\\(omm-yale) 0)/ 
e-mail: hardive@caribnet.net 


DIVERS UNLIMITED 


om agtcl| peel ecb lalienicei erste) Mere) gal 


ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADV * MAUI 
Lat OMsA ANA ARATclUI Mats) @fonce) ellatcrelayccicel-malinn) 
Wi aarcli peace) e)iatcxelalcuaarclel marci 


EXPLORESUB BARBADOS 
e-mail: PADO@SUNBEACH.NET 


FANTASEA DIVING 
alas OM SAWAWANA C\=10 000 (ors Mere) patawters] oye! 





FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESORT 
alan om /AlYANaasian) ele Mere) savarlaicctsy ea cir-lale| 


FISHEYE OF CAYMAN 
alan eM SANA AWAIIJa\=\.-mere) ane) ¢ 
e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 


FLORIDA DOWN UNDER 
alae OSA YAN AWAe (0 Mere) anyacel 6 
row aarsli pire l(elhisiersle) mexelaa| 


GALAPAGO INN 
lala eM/AWAU AN Ae [= lt-1er-le(e mere) an! 


HOTEL FLAMINGO x COZUMEL 
alae OM SAAN AWA gele=)litslaaliare(omexe) an) 
rot aar-lipmeihs1@asrelcsibit=lpaliare(emecelan 


KONA COAST DIVERS x HAWAII 
aiad oM/ANYAWANA ats \Wr-l[Ke18]| oy Morel aa ke) g 
e-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net 


KONA KAI BAYFRONT RESORT, 
KEY LARGO 
Wy aatcli Pa .<e)arsl.¢slersle) mere) an 


LITTLE CAYMAN/BRAC 
BEACH RESORT 

ala oP /AW AWAY Ae) g-\erllad(cmerelan 
e-mail: refz79@prodigy.com 


MAUI DIVE SHOP HAWAII 
http://maui.net/~mauidive 
oes aatcli Muaarslereliy{sieueatsl0| Mats 


NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
ala oM/AN VAN AN AA oy ila mere) gayaay eli lay,arctcxsr-lUm alien! 
ow aatsll pealsrslayvcsl ksxe) al ers le) mere) an| 


site] gecwe) BB]. | a 
Lat eM sAWAWA AC e)akselalilarcmerelan 
e-mail: resorts@resortsonline.com 


RIDING ROCK INN 


ea gate UM ace lave | cele] .qer- le) Merelag 


SAILING & DIVING VACATIONS 
IN THE CARIBBEAN 
http://www.yachts.vi/ 


SEA EYE DIVING OF GRAND TURK, 
TURKS & CAICOS 

alae eM AUN AWAl Alecia (ele Mere) tayaede=\-2ia(-10ACHIUls @elg 
Oi (CTer-Ta] els amereleg 


STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH 
OCEAN 
aind oy/ 4-190) 00 Mere) payA-qtbr- la crere i=) 


UNDERWATER BARBADOS 
aia op sAWAW ANA ale] Masia meabi"Ve 
Santelli Ma AelelarelCat-mare| macsys 


WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA 
ADVENTURES 

ala oM/AWAW AAA evilamexe)aavaayeyilaya 
walkers.htm or 

ory aatsl| Mm arstsliwe- | esie) alers(e) Mere) pa) 


WEST SIDE SCUBA CENTRE 


alad OM /ANAWAWAW el alelig-\'iz)Mexe)a YA ey-1¢ ey-\0(0.-7/ 
are lamaldaall 


WHITETIP DIVERS, PHILIPPINES 
ajad OM /AWAWAWAULaat-llmexelanVANialicclt| ey4 
e-mail: whitetip@mnl.sequel.net 


XANADU UNDERSEA 
ADVENTURES 

ala eM AAW AWAA el ilamore) enya) ilaye.<-lat-cel 0 
maliaakeys 

oe aarsti mmalsr=lhwcctecve)aler-(e) Mere) ag) 


YAP DIVERS/MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
slat OM /AN AN AWaaat-laiecle-\vAere) a) 
oO ears li PMc) elelhY(s1e-\Cuearslale-le-WAeel an 





Tour Operators 


BAHIA TOURS 
alan M/A AY AWA=1a8] ee Mexe)gaydey=\ait-ea cele [ac 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS, INC. 
alae eM /A' AWAY ey-\t- (=> ere) gn kee 
e-mail: travel@bajaex.com 


BARBACHANO TOURS 
alas eM JAY AWAWA=)an) ele exe) anYd ey= 1g ey-(erar-lale) 


BOB SOTO’S DIVING 
alas OP FAA AY =xerer=) exe) gaY4 mie) betel coyAavelani=malieal 
e-mail BSD@star-travel.com 


CARADONNA CARIBBEAN 
TOURS, INC. 

alae MAY AWAWALUE=\Y-)111(-mexe)paYAe [=] ege1 Wel e-me)g 
row aatsl| peers lesle(e)alar-\ers le) more) an 


CONTINENTAL MICRONESIA 
AIRLINES & TOURS 
ajay OMAN AWA Ae [=s>1 00g] (emere) an) 


DIVE BUDDIES PHILIPPINES 
alan M/A AWAY ASI=Xe )\A2),@9 0\>] Mare \VZ>) ©) alt 
ry patel | Mee (UhVicvele |b] <ousalal mcy1e[0(-) Mall! 


DIVE DISCOVERY TRAVEL 
alae MAY AWA AAC=itl(0lomeve)anyAB)IV(=) B) [crore .-lavme) s 
e-mail: 102447.3320@compuserve.com 


fete ey \ iI, [e, 
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GREAT DESTINATIONS 
ala OM ZA AN AW AS). Clare IYco) mexelan 
rst aatsl| Meciel0] ef=\ xc) dlarel his) mere) eal 


LANDFALL PRODUCTIONS 
alae OM SAWAW A Asiene) te \'Zc1 Meco) aayar=laveliclime)s 
roma aarti bm laretrsl|(ex-\e] mere) an 


REEF & RAINFOREST WORLD- 
WIDE ADVENTURE TRAVEL 

alas OM SAN AWAYAL 1-11 6-l[aligsi mere) anne) 

e-mail: rnrtravel@aol.com 


SEE & SEA TRAVEL SERVICES 
iat OPA AN ANAS |\"p.40) a Mere) say A-\-\-1et-\21- Ke) 8 
os a at=li pee |hVo.4 0) aKC4> a al=i Kore] aa more) gal 


SUNDANCE TOURS & DIVE SHOP 
alas OZAWA AYA BJIVic Tae] 4 ue: le ole) amore) an) 
e-mail: info@DiveTrukLagoon.com 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 
aad OP SAWAWAY ALLE: V2) 1010 | gexemexe) gay Acye10] of- Vf 
f=(ol\V/-maligal nels 

e-mail: 103520.2014@compuserve.com 


TROPICAL TOURS, INC. 
alan eh/Atco) o)(or-\mro10]ey-(gal- icc mee) ag 
e-mail: diver@neosoft.com 


Training/Gertification 


NASDS 
aiad OP SAWAW AAG hictor- liom ere) pal 
eed eatcli pu ats toeks\Cualsiats)amalcye 


ODYSSEY EXPEDITIONS TROPICAL 
UPN sil, |e =jie] Moles Mile) /.Ve] So 

aiat OM FAN AY AN Oleh A-sc1o\VAY (010 Me) ge Role 

rots nate || Mele \astsisy"A CU 6 lots Mayol 


PADI 
alad OM /AW AWAY VA ey= (el Mere) ta) 


SCUBA REFERRALS OF SOUTH 
FLORIDA 
http://home.earthlink.net/~scubarefer/ or 
e-mail: scubarefer@earthlink.net 


SCUBA SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL 
lat CMSA ANA A falelL(Cxot> Uist: Mere) an) 








Top: After being spoiled by Fiji’s 
fine diving, Sere guests can 
relax in luxury on the 101 foot 
live-aboard. Above: A territorial 
fol f=) ol Ui tM elalaret-w- Mi ey: mel mer: laary-1i- 
within kissing distance. 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JACK AND SUE DRAFAHL 


olurmlaliarclmexelarsj(ersie-telolamial=lal 

deciding where to spend your 

next dive vacation will be 

choosing aland based or 

live-aboard operation. 

There are advantages 

and disadvantages to 

oxo} damumr-tale memmanr-lah\, 

divers have a hard 

time making a deci- 

sion. In recent years, 

IWiemrs elers ce lsmars\omon00) hae 

romialoe-malelamelercliiavmel\ulare| 

choice. New dive boats are 

constantly being added. One of 

the newest Is the Sere and she is 

one beautiful boat! No expense was 

spared in her design; she was built solely 

Cou) Ole) mal=1me|Ulorcleswm mrs lelaleiacre ml amelclaler= lay 

1995, this custom built vessel is owned 

relate mers|e)eclial=10m OMG 1c-1em mr lua (eam mcelulagal 

generation Fijian. He takes great pride in 
making each trip one to remember. 

Built specifically for diving, the Sere is 
101 feet long, with a 22 foot beam. She 
accommodates a maximum of ten divers 
and a crew of four. With this many 
square feet per diver, you quickly begin 
to realize what diving comfort is really 
about. It is very easy to be on a part of 
the boat and not see anyone else. 

mele] muclge(cmmlareliuelereliharsllerexe)arelis(elal=re| 
staterooms are below decks, two on 
each side of along hallway. Each room 


has a large double bed with a single bunk 
above it. There are drawers under the 
exe) ace)agmelelal.@e)mes(e)ias\cmm balslacmc lec ma(e(0lb 
tional drawers in a desk/dresser on the 
opposite side of the room. The bathroom 
is very large and has its own private sink, 
toilet and a shower big enough for two. 

A specially designed fifth stateroom is 
latcrolmndalom (ol /are(o me) amiaromanl(e(el(-me(-.6).em halls 
“honeymoon suite” boasts a very large 
bed, private bath and several large win- 
dows on the port side. 

aiatomrelelaler-me)amaar-maniereli-mer-1e1.qarsts 
several large couches and chairs ar- 
ranged around the video center. Divers 
can watch prerecorded videotapes or 
view the results of guest videos recorded 
‘o}ae> ©)e-\V/1010 se |\omyauls\ce(-mellaliaremrsle)ioats 
hime) mm calcu (e)blale (sme lacemeleree)palanrerersticiseel|| 
the guests comfortably. Food is prepared 
ina very large kitchen below decks and 
o}dolurelananel om com dal-melianiare-la-r-bm slohag 
PANaal=ia (erstarstare Maal it-lamcelelelow-la-msi>] aV-10 
The crew is also able to prepare meals for 
guests with special dietary needs. 

For those who want to catch a little 
JU apmdalclaouolacmelelale(omevar-lesmelamealom ele 
NiVe=1 ae cae lalel-1en.@r- lave melamdal-mele)e\-lar-lare| 
lower aft sundecks. 

At the Sere’s stern are two Spiral stair- 
cases that lead to the dive deck. A large 
bench on the swimstep allows divers to 
(oro anhcelarzle)hyaciime leh aam-larom oleimelamiarclia 
tanks. Once they are fully geared, they 





































































simply stand up and take a giant stride 
into the warm Fijian waters. When guests 
return from the dive, their tanks are 
placed back on the bench and filled for 
the next dive. Fresh towels are available 
at all times, as they are constantly recy- 
cled through the boats’ laundry system. 

The Sere accommodates the special 
needs of the underwater photographer. 
Crew members hand you your camera 
and take it from you as you go in and out 
of the water. A freshwater rinse tank is 
near the two camera tables. There is one 
camera table outside and another inside, 
for more delicate camera systems. 

Diving aboard the Sere is just about 
as good as it gets. Even though the boat 
is 101 feet long, Greg moors it right on 
top of most of the dive locations. This 
means you merely jump off the swim- 
step and descend to the dive site. On 


Above: The Sere’s guests reside in simple 
elegance in four ensuite staterooms; a 
fifth ensuite stateroom (not shown) pro- 
vides a double bed and large windows. 


Above: Greg Lawlor, the boat’s captain 
and owner, gives a dive briefing. Below: 
Spiral stairs lead to a large dive deck, 
where guests have ample room and a wa- 
ter level swimstep for an easy entry. 











those few occasions when the 
Sere cannot be moored over the 
reef, a skiff is used to transport 


the divers to and from the site. P 


Sample Sere : f 





eo SOpe 
All traveling to different-areas is : 
done at night in order to maxi- Lautoka «  € __&-6_.Namenalala =. / | 
mize the number of dives dur- : 
ing the day. Nadi i 


Most of the diving is in or 


near an area in Fiji called Bligh a 


Waters. This band of nutrient 

rich water, between the two 

main islands of Viti Levu and 

Vanua Levu, has an extremely 

high level of animal life. Each Sere 
trip differs slightly owing to divers’ needs, 
weather and overall conditions. 

It’s hard to say which site is the best, 
everyone has his/her favorites. For- 
tunately, the Sere dives most of the fa- 
vorite spots, such as Bega and Astrolabe 
Lagoons, Wakaya, Namena, Savusavu, 
Taveuni, Lau Group and Vatulele. 

Wakaya is one of our favorite Fijian crit- 
ter dives. The main dive spot is a narrow 
channel where the tide exchanges. Large, 
deep walls at the end of the channel give 
shelter to Leaffish, Blue Ribbon Eels and 
friendly octopus. A large Hammerhead 
Shark frequents the area. Night dives here 
are spectacular, with possible sightings of 
crabs, lobsters, shrimp, cuttlefish, octo- 
pus, squid and nudibranchs. 

Gau is a very popular drift dive and is 
where the Sere makes its village trip. The 
Sere’s skiff takes you to one end of the 
60 to 90 foot deep channel, drops you 
off and picks you up at the other end. 
The current is usually mild and features 
schools of sharks and Barracuda. 

A two to three hour village trip is usual- 
ly scheduled during the tidal changes. 
Here you have the opportunity to meet 
and be entertained by some of the 
friendliest people on earth. You can drink 
kava, dance and listen to music per- 
formed by the villagers. 

Namena Island has several dive sites 
around it but the best is Grand Central 
Station. The edge of the deep channel, 
where it dumps into the deep blue, is 
filled with large schools of Barracuda. 

One of our favorite bommies is called 
Kansas, because of the yellow soft 
corals that completely cover the top. The 
sides of Kansas are a macro photogra- 
poher’s paradise, where you'll find your- 
Self trying to decide which animal to pho- 
tograpn first. 

E-6 is by far the best dive spot in Fil 
and, weather permitting, is one of Sere’s 
stops through the Bligh Waters. This 
3,000 foot high seamount requires a 
special mooring setup. 

The best dive spot on E-6 is Cathe- 
dral Cave. lt starts on the face of E-6 at 
about 40 feet, goes into the reef a short 
distance and then turns back out to the 





GETTING THERE 


Flights to Fiji are available through Air 
Pacific and Qantas. The nonstop Air 
Pacific flight from Los Angeles to Fiji’s 
International Airport in Nadi is approxi- 
mately 10 hours. The outer islands can 
be reached via the local carriers, Air Fiji 
and Sunflower. 
Air Pacific 
(800) 227-4446 


Qantas 
(800) 227-4500 


deep wall. The actual shape of the cave 
looks very much like a bent horseshoe. 
The cave can handle six divers at one 
time and has some of the most diverse 
animal life we have ever seen. We have 
spent at least 30 dives in this cave and 
always find something new to photo- 
graph. We have seen five foot tall soft 
corals with base stems more than ten 
inches thick. On these soft coral branch- 
es, we have found coral cowries, cam- 
ouflaged shrimp, fish and crabs. The 
cave walls are loaded with nudibranchs, 
flatworms, sponges and every type of 
soft coral imaginable. 

The Sere is based in Suva, Fiji. It is eas- 
ily reached via Air Pacific’s ten hour flight 
from Los Angeles to Nadi. You then 
transfer to Suva via either Sunflower 
Airlines or Air Fiji. The Sere is based near 
the Tradewinds Hotel, where you can 
Stay if you arrive early or plan on doing 
some additional sightseeing after the trip. 

The luxury and comfort offered by the 
Sere makes live-aboards the diving an- 
swer. Now the question is, “How fast 
can you pack your gear to leave?” 

To book your dream vacation, contact 
Fiji’s longest established live-aboard oper- 
ation, Captain Greg Lawlor, Mollie Dean 
Cruises Holdings, Ltd., P.O. Box 3256, 
Lami, Fiji Islands; (800) 443-0799, 011 
(679) 361-171, fax 011 (679) 361-137. = 
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VIDEO COURSE 


Avoiding Floods 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM CHURCH 


Bec ruining your day, a flooded | | KT |. 
camcorder can be a total loss or a ™ = ia ANS eile Relies, Heed 
very expensive repair. Saltwater and 2 seeing your 
electronics aren't compatible; when they = J ipment, prepare 
meet, saltwater wins. a A f Written checklist. 
I’ve suffered two floods. One was ma- | x ‘ 

jor and my expensive camcorder was a 
total loss. The other was minor (just a 
small amount of saltwater) but the repair 
bill for the CCD VX3 was more than $800. 
Both floods were my fault. I'd skipped 
one or more of the following steps: 

Prepare a written checklist for as- 

sembling your system. When as- 
sembling, follow this list step by step. 

If controls that penetrate the 

housing aren’t user serviceable, 
ask the manufacturer how often they 
should be serviced and the location of 
the nearest repair facility. 

Before a trip, service all user re- 

movable O-rings. Wipe off the 

































CAPTAIN DON’S HABITAT 
BONAIRE N.A. 





HABITAT IS DIVING - first and foremost. Incredible 24-hour shore diving 
is just 90 feet from Habitat’s pier. Our world-class reefs are lush, alive 
and thriving with sea life and our boats are uncrowded. Habitat is 
praised as a divers paradise by novices and experienced divers alike. 
Accommodations include your choice of oceanfront villas, rooms, 
junior suites and cottages. Overlooking our reefs, you’! relax and 
enjoy our oceanfront restaurant, bar, pool and beach. 


Met 






9661 dv/GS © 













A ithwest coast of Curacao, just minute 
: dis living ans on n the island, Habitat Curacao off 
UX junior suites with kitchens, a multi- ein seaeonaae wi ei 
swi miming fi 7 a nan tov m is uttle. The dive operation is a PADI 
rv fering boat and beach — 
our runlienaad ioe diving 


800-327-6709 















dives dally andl 24-he 





http://www. interknowledge.com/bonaire/habitat 
Ask about our group programs and special air fares from most cities. 
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grease and use your fingertips to force 
the O-rings from their grooves. Use a pa- 
per towel between your fingers and the 
O-ring to increase traction. Avoid using 
dental picks and other sharp instruments 
that could gouge the O-ring groove. You 
can sometimes use the edge of a credit 
card to remove an O-ring. Wash the O- 
rings in water and detergent and inspect 
them for nicks, abrasions or cracks. If 
you even suspect the O-ring is damaged, 





The wet, aistracHinG and crowded cam- 
era table of a live-aboard is a danger- 
ous place to open your video housing. 


replace it. Clean and lightly lubricate (see 
the owner’s manual) O-rings. Clean and 
lubricate again whenever the O-rings be- 
come sandy or dry. 

Always test the empty housing in a 

camera rinse tank before diving, 
especially after flying. Before the test, 
make sure you have replaced or tight- 
ened any air vent plugs. (A faulty O-ring in 
anew housing port caused my major 
flood. Had | performed the rinse tank test, 
| wouldn’t have ruined my camcorder.) 

Don’t install your camcorder in the 

housing while engaged in conver- 
sation or when watching TV. Concentrate 
solely on assembling your system as you 
follow your checklist. Let your mind wan- 
der and a control cable could be pinched 
under the housing lid (this was the cause 
of my $800 flood). You might forget to re- 
place an O-ring or you might forget to re- 
place or close an air vent plug. 

Before entering the water, explain 

to all who will listen that, if you re- 
turn to the boat immediately and hand 
your housing up with the port aimed 
down, it should be kept in the port down 
position. The idea Is to trap any water in 
the port. (Failing to do this was part of the 
reason for my major flood damage. | ap- 
proached the boat with the housing 
aimed port down but couldn’t communi- 
cate with the Spanish speaking boat- 
man. He took the housing, aimed it at the 
sky and the water in the dome port ran 
down over the camcorder.) 

Once in the water, submerge to 

about 10 to 20 feet with the hous- 
ing aimed port down. Hold the housing 

(Continued on Page 113) 
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2 = TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 


vm Aa 247-3483 


E- WA 206-441-3483 © FAX 206-441-5431 
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Where are the Solomon | 


Discover them in the 
January issue of 
okin Diver. 


Where mysteries 
abound and visibility 
is forever! 
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This photo: The Amazon, Lorikeet 
and Macaw (from front to back) are 


prepared to take divers on a number < 


_ of different dive excursions. 
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Gran 
Coc 


'S 
onut Harbour 


SParrots Landing 


Affordable Accommodations, 
Diverse Diving Options 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY WALT STEARNS 


hoosing a resort and dive operation 

that will meet your Grand Cayman 
vacation expectations can sometimes be 
tough, especially when you're looking for 
a combination that won’t destroy your 
budget. One of the favorites for divers 
from the U.S. is Coconut Harbour. 

Since it opened some eight years ago, 
Coconut Harbour has had some of the 
most agreeable rates on Grand Cay- 
man’s West Side. At the same time, it re- 
mains a true dedicated dive resort. 

Coconut Harbour is just the right size— 
offering a total of 89 guestrooms with stu- 
dio style floorplans. Each is comfortably 
furnished with two full and/or queen sized 





> North Wall — British West Indies 
L. NorTH | SW 
SOUND Adie taht 
, East End 


Coconut Harbour 


beds, air-conditioning, carpeting, ceiling 
fan, teleohone, shower and bath, as well 
as a small dining area and kitchenette 
(complete with cooking and serving uten- 
sils). Four of the units, the Ocean View 
Rooms, feature a slightly larger floorplan 
with sliding glass-doors facing the ocean. 
The other rooms overlook a large fresh- 
water swimming pool with a spa encircled 
by a wide, wooden sundeck and attrac- 
tive foliage. But, as any avid vacationing 
diver knows, everything boils down to div- 
ing opportunities, which are in abun- 
dance off Grand Cayman. 

Although the walking distance from 
George Town is a mere three-quarters 
of a mile, the real significance of Coco- 
nut Harbour’s location is its proximity to 
convenient and dynamic shore diving. 
Waldo’s Reef, Eden Rock and Devil’s 
Grotto, vigorous ecosystems rich in as- 
sorted small invertebrates, fish, soonges 
and corals, are all found just offshore, 
some beginning in less than four feet of 
water. 

Parrots Landing, one of Grand Cay- 
man’s most prominent watersport opera- 








tors, maintains a full service satellite facili- 
ty for the benefit of any guest taking part 
in a Parrots Landing/Coconut Harbour 
dive package. All that’s necessary for 
guests to sign up for diving is completion 
of their initial registration at the Coconut 
Harbour shop. From there, simply 
choose between unlimited free tanks for 
shore diving and Parrots Landing’s com- 
plete boat diving schedule. 

PARROTS PICK BOAT PROGRAM: Using 
an impressive fleet of six dive boats, 
Parrots Landing can meet the varying 
needs of divers ranging from novice to 
advanced. Morning trips leave the dock 
at 8:00 for choice wall sites off the west 
and southwestern half of the island; 8:30 
am from Governors Harbour for North 
Wall sites. The morning trip can be fol- 
lowed with an afternoon trip to Stingray 
City; a two tank trip to shallower sites on 
either Northwest Point or the South- 
side; or one or more afternoon/night 
shore dives. For those opting to skip the 
morning regimen but still wishing to dive 
the walls later in the day, a two tank after- 
noon trip is offered. 

The Parrots Pick program allows 
divers to choose the site and the kind of 
diving they wish to do. If a group diving 
North Wall wants to visit Eagle Ray 
Pass or Lemon Drop-off, it can. If that 
site is taken, the boat will move to acom- 
parable alternate site such as Wayne’s 
World, Gail’s Mountain or Chinese 
Wall. The same goes for West Wall trips. 
As acourtesy to all its diving guests, 
Parrots Landing provides shuttle service 
(between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm) to and 
from the guests’ accommodations. 

For the more experienced crowd, the 
Pick repertoire includes the Advanced 
Boat option. The philosophy is that 
divers should be allowed to exercise 
more freedom during their dives (while 
observing both Parrots Landing and 
Cayman Islands Watersports Operators 
Association guidelines). Buddy teams 
with computers can perform two deep, 
Unguided no decompression, multi-level 
dives. During these wall dives Parrots’ 
divemasters often act more like under- 
water sentries, although they are more 
than happy to provide guided tours for 
those who wish this service. 

Parrots Landing also offers a three 
tank dive excursion for advanced divers 
on the Pro 42, Lorikeet. Each Friday 
and Sunday she leaves the dock at 
9:30 am (with a box lunch provided) re- 
turning around 2:30 pm. With this spe- 
cial arrangement, the dives (group’s 
choice) can range from the Northside to 
the Southside. 

For shallow dives in the 15 to 50 foot 
range, few places are finer than the 
southside. A large portion of its 20 mile 
reef is virtually unexplored. Here are 
some of the most extraordinary spur and 


groove formations | have seen. Several 
sites, from Spotts Caves to Pedro’s 
Castle and more than a dozen sites in 
between, have imposing alleyway forma- 
tions with numerous short, interconnect- 
ing tunnels and swim-throughs. The up- 
per ridges of the spurs offer some of 
Grand Cayman’s most splendid Elkhorn 
Coral formations. Because the depth 
drops below 55 feet, bottom time is ex- 
tensive, even after two deep dives. 

If Friday and/or Sunday doesn’t fit your 
schedule, additional special charters can 
be arranged for small groups. Further- 


“Cuan Law” 
and 
*“Lammer Law” 


Pioneers and Leaders of 
the Liveaboard movement 
for 25 years, we still offer 
the best crews, the best 
destinations, the most 
inspired meals, the 
friendliest service and | 
the greatest comfort 

of any live-aboard. 


©SD/AD 1995 


more, all those interested in this option 
are required to have or rent a dive com- 
puter and be referred by a divemaster 
(judging your dive skills in advance) or the 
shop. The program can be an advantage 
for divers, including underwater photog- 
raphers, who simply wish to dive with 
fewer restrictions. 

Coconut HaArRBouR: In the morning, 
Coconut Harbour’s Blue Parrot Bar & 
Grill (adjacent to the pool and dive shop) 
sets out a complimentary breakfast of 
assorted cereals, muffins, toast and 

(Continued on Page 116) 
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BOX 4065 
ST. THOMAS, VI 00803 
FAX : 1-809- 494-5774 
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he Galapago Inn is Cozumel’s place 

for divers—an inviting whitewashed 
oasis nestled against the blue Carib- 
bean. For more than 20 years the Gala- 
pago Inn has been catering to divers, re- 
fining the service and facilities to a point 
nearing perfection. This is a place where 
special racks for drying wetsuits are fit- 
ted to each balcony and spacious gear 
lockers are provided close to the boats, 
thoughtfully convenient for divers. It is a 
rare place, where Spanish colonial sim- 
plicity and charm are combined with 
modern quality and comfort. The Gala- 
pago Inn is a place where you can count 
on the same high standard everywhere, 


Top: An aerial view 
of the Galapago Inn 
with all seven dive 
boats awaiting 
guests. The inn 
features personal 
service as wellasa 
schedule and facili- 
ties that cater exclu- 
sively to a diver 
clientele. Right: A 
relaxing view of the 
pure blue ocean and 
Galapago Inn’s 
pleasing grounds 
and beachscape. 
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Setting the Standard 








for Cozumel Hospitality... 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


from rooms to meals to diving. 

With more than 50 rooms, it is small 
enough that guests receive personal at- 
tention. Four digit numbers are definitely 
not needed here to keep track of your 
room or your place on the dive boat. 
Managers Tim and Patti Massimino head 
a gracious staff. The Spanish flavor of the 
architecture, with its graceful archways 
and secluded courtyards, is pleasing to 
the eye. The rooms are large, with cool, 





terra cotta tile floors, Mexican tile trim and 
lacquered leather tables and chairs. Each 
room is complete with air-conditioning, 
ceiling fan and a mini-refrigerator. The 
table and chairs on the large private bal- 
conies provide another place to relax and 
enjoy the splendid view. The bathrooms 
are large and well appointed. Although 
water conservation is important, as on 
any island, the water in the shower 
comes out hot and strong. A pitcher is 
provided for bottled water, which is avail- 
able anytime from a Supply outside the 
restaurant. Two items absent from every 
room are telephones and television, an 
excellent step toward true relaxation. 
Telephone and fax service are available in 
the lobby area. A satellite TV is available in 
the bar if you feel compelled to watch. 
The restaurant has upstairs and down- 
stairs sections, both overlooking the wa- 
ter. Meal times and the dive schedule have 
been integrated to avoid conflicts. There is 
plenty of time for a leisurely breakfast be- 
fore the dive boats begin loading, featuring 
a buffet of freshly prepared food, including 
French toast, eggs, Sausage, cereal and 
fruit. A special divers’ lunch, featuring 
Maya cuisine, is ready when the boats re- 








turn around 1:00 pm. The regular lunch 
menu is also available. Dinner is a sit 
down affair in the upstairs restaurant with 
two entrees offered each evening. 
Although the Galapago Inn includes 
meals, it is not an all-inclusive resort. 
Drinks, for instance, are not included and 
after diving entertainment is not provided. 

SCUBA COZUMEL: The resort’s in- 
house dive operation is Scuba Cozumel. 
A tour through the exceptionally well or- 
ganized dive shop reveals why Scuba 
Cozumel has been designated a PADI 
Five Star Facility. A separate room con- 
tains four spotlessly maintained air com- 
pressors, two of them massive 50 cubic 
feet per minute units. A five stage filter 
system ensures each bottle is filled with 
only the purest air. Neat rows of alu- 
minum 80 and 63 cubic foot tanks stand 
ready, properly inspected and filled. In 
the main shop, separate racks contain 
high quality Sea Quest and Sherwood 
rental equipment. Tools are arrayed in or- 
der over the clean workbench, where 
regulators and other equipment are 
maintained. This is obviously a shop 
where things are done properly, a place 
where well trained and dedicated people 
work. All levels of PADI certification and 
instruction are available, from the 
Discover Scuba resort course to—and 


was impressed by the quality of the boats 
and the professional manner in which 
they are operated and maintained. All of 
the boats are diesel powered, with me- 
chanics on staff to ensure maximum relia- 
bility. The boats, like everything else at the 
Galapago Inn, are spotlessly clean. Their 
big aluminum dive ladders position the 
bottom step perfectly for your feet as you 
approach the boat at the end of the dive. 
Comfortable seating is spread around the 
boat, both in and out of the sun. Rinse 
barrels are available for cameras and 
video equipment. The emergency oxygen 
and first aid kits are stored ashore and 
checked before they are brought aboard 
each day. All of the boats are in constant 
contact by radio with the dive shop. 


THE DIVING 

Drift diving is the name of the game in 
Cozumel, even though the currents are 
sometimes very mild. It is a relaxing way 
to dive, eliminating the need to swim 
against the current or navigate back to 
the boat. The Galapago divemasters do 
an excellent job of organizing and leading 
the dives, giving space to divers who are 
comfortable and staying close to those 
who prefer closer attention. The fact that 
some current is normally present also 
means the water is very clear. More than 


.and an international 





including—the Instructor Develooment 
Course. Referral programs for NAUI, SSI 
and NASDS are also available. 

THE DIVE BoATs: The Galapago fleet in- 
cludes seven fiberglass boats, each cus- 
tom built and designed expressly for div- 
ing. | was able to spend some time on 
each boat and dive from three of them. | 


- Reef Star (above left), 
tion to the Galapago 1 
50 foot, twin diesel div 


Standard of Diving Excellence 


100 feet of visibility is normal, with fre- 
quent days of startling clarity. 

Palancar Reef, protected by the na- 
tional park, is the heart of diving off 
Cozumel. The dive sites include deep, 
dramatic drop-offs, towering coral pinna- 
cles, arches and shallow coral gardens. 
A wide variety of reef fish, pelagics and 


“amenity for safe, comfortable diving. = 


invertebrates can be seen on every dive, 
including parrotfish, jacks, wrasse, 
grunts, moray eels and angelfish. 

The Galapago Inn dive package in- 
cludes a two tank trip each day, with 
tanks, weights and weightbelts provided. 
Unlimited shore diving is also part of the 
package and is great fun. A special entry 
grotto makes shore diving as easy as get- 
ting into a pool. Many divers take advan- 
tage of the opportunity to get in a warm- 
up dive on the day they arrive. It lets you 
sort your gear out and get yourself prop- 
erly weighted for the conditions. Although 
coral growth Is sparse next to the inn, 
there is a lot of life, including a big 
Barracuda that calls the pier pilings home. 
It is also a fun night dive, especially if you 
bring along a video camera or still camera 
set-up for macro or close-up. Octopus 
are seen on nearly every night dive here, 
as well as Spotted Drums and Reef 
Squid. Night dives on the reef, scheduled 
three times a week, are available fora 
small extra charge. Twilight dives are 
available on the same basis. 

More than three-quarters of the divers 
who visit the Galapago Inn return. What 
brings people back for their third or 
fourth trips? | think it is the quality that 
underlies everything about the Galapago 
Inn as well as its refreshing lack of glitz. 
The rooms are spacious, comfortable 
and scrupulously clean; the restaurants 
have great atmosphere and food; the 
dive shop Is properly equipped and orga- 
nized; the dive boats are well designed 
and maintained; and the staff is super. 
And, of course, the clear water and col- 
orful reefs make diving a delight. 

For more information, call (800) 847- 
5708 from anywhere in the U.S. or (713) 
783-3305 from outside the U.S. Or, write 
to the Galapago Inn care of Aqua-Sub 
Tours, P.O. ‘Box 630608, Houston, 
Texas 77263. More information is also 
available on the Internet at http://www. 
galapago.com, =& 
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f divers were to list the features of the 

best diving spots in the world, they 
would undoubtedly include: remote, pris- 
tine location; rich, tropical environment; 
deserted beaches with little evidence of 
human development; clear water; and 
profuse marine life. What might not make 
the list would be the necessity of having a 
world-class, luxury resort nearby. 

However, if we are talking about 
Palau—one of the world’s most exciting 
dive destinations by any standard—that 
last mention is exactly what we would 
find. On a beautiful, curving beach just a 
short boat trip from Palau’s most popular 
dive spots is one of the most impressive 
resorts found anywhere—Palau Pacific. 

The 160 room resort sits on its own 
private beach on the quiet side of Koror, 
Palau’s main island. The setting is some- 
thing out of a South Seas movie: tropical 
landscaping, coconut palms and island- 
motif. PPR’s design creates an atmo- 
sphere of utter luxury and relaxation. 

The air-conditioned rooms and suites 
are designed to take full advantage of the 
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|Palau Pacific Resort 
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Luxury and a Diver's Tropical Paradise 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY AL HORNSBY 


beautiful, natural location. The amenities 
rank with the best hotels anywhere— 
ceiling fans, ensuite hottubs, private bal- 
conies, mini-bars, turndown service, 
fresh flowers and more. There’s a com- 
plete fitness center, tennis and volleyball 
courts, retail stores and a beauty salon. 

PPR’s poolside bar and restaurant 
give the word “atmosphere” new mean- 
ing. And, for the ultimate romantic 
evening, there’s a private King and 
Queen dinner, served on the beach with 
all the special touches—right down to 
the strolling guitar players. 

Palau Pacific Resort doesn't forget that 
divers are an important part of its busi- 
ness. Splash, a PADI Five Star Dive 
Center, sits right at the base of the PPR 
dock. Splash operates two modern, 
comfortable boats; the 42 
foot Splash and the 30 
foot Mesekiu. 

Just steps from 
Splash is Photo 
Palau, the resort’s 
own photo center, 
managed by Bert 
and Jan Yates. With 
camera rentals, E-6 
and color print pro- 
cessing, photo instruction 
and video production, Photo 
Palau has virtually everything the 
serious (or beginning) U/W pho- 
tographer could need during a 
dive vacation. 

Divers rave about their trips to Palau 
and PPR. Atypical day begins witha 
beautiful sunrise; breakfast from the 
poolside restaurant’s sumptuous buffet; 
a quick walk to the dock (dive gear has 
been stored and will be loaded onto 


.. HAWAHAN 
ISLANDS 


EQUATOR 


«. 
e "ro 2 


» 
g NEW 
ZEALAND 








Los Angeles' 


Pacific Ocean 








boats by the staff); and a 30 to 45 minute 
ride through the peaceful Rock Islands to 
Palau’s most famed dive sites. Today, it 
might be Blue Corner, aspot on the 
outer wall where Gray Reef Sharks, 
schooling Barracuda and huge Napo- 
leon Wrasse congregate. Tomorrow, 
perhaps it will be Big Drop-off, where a 
ride on the gentle current sweeps divers 
past huge gorgonian fans, colorful soft 
corals and cruising Green Turtles. The 
next day, there’s Peleliu Corner, a 
steep, rugged wall covered with Black 
Coral and thick with schools of Bigeye 
Trevally and Gray Reef and Blacktipo 
Sharks. After a second dive there will be 
snorkeling at Jellyfish Lake with millions 
of nonstinging jellyfish. 

Back at PPR, complete the day by 
lounging around the pool, relaxing on the 
beach or trying a variety of activities in- 
cluding snorkeling, ocean kayaking 










The 42 foot Splash transports 
divers in comfort and luxury. 
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or windsurfing, followed by dinner, 
and amoonlight stroll. 

For more information on the Palau 
Pacific Resort contact Tropical Adventures 
Travel at (800) 247-3483, (206) 441-3483 
or fax (206) 441-5431. You can e-mail 


103520.2014@compuserve.com. = 





VIDEO COURSE 
(Continued from Page 107) 


over your head and look into the port for 
water droplets. (I do this several times 
during the dive.) If you see droplets inside 
the port, keep the housing port down 
and return to the boat. Tell whoever takes 
the housing from you to keep it facing 
port down (step 6). 
The dive deck of a live-aboard is a 
dangerous place to open your 
video housing. Other divers are flinging 
droplets all over as they dump their drip- 
ping cameras on the camera table and pull 
off their wetsuits. Also, someone always 
goes crazy with an airhose and blows 
droplets everywhere. Never open the 
housing on deck when other divers are re- 
moving dive gear or using an airhose 
Towel dry your hair and fingers 
before removing the camcorder 
from its housing. Imagine leaning over 
your exposed camcorder and having a 
drop of water fall from your hair or a wet 
finger onto a control button. 
1 0 If you assemble your housed 
camera system in an air-condi- 
tioned room and will be going outside 
where it is hot and humid, use a hairdryer 
to blow low pressure warm air over the 
camera and inside the housing before 
sealing it. 
7 Don’t take a cold, unhoused 
camcorder from an air-condi- 
tioned room outside to warm, humid air. 
Condensation can form and the moisture 
alert will temporarily disable the cam- 
corder. If you must take the camcorder 
outside, wrap it in a towel and give it time 
to warm up. 
1 Last but not least, put a copy 
of this article inside your hous- 
ing So you can refresh your memory be- 
fore your next trio. = 
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ISLAND: Undersea Hunter and Sea 
Hunter, which explore fabled Coco 
Island, now offer nitrox courses, certifica- 
tions and equipment. 

Divers can now have enriched air in 
their tanks, use their own regulators and 
enjoy three dives with the Hammerheads 
each day. 

For further information, contact See & 
Sea Travel, lInc., 50 Francisco Street #205, 
San Francisco, CA 94133 or call (415) 
434-3400, fax (415) 434-3409, e-mail di- 
vxprt@ix.netcom.com or visit on the 
Internet at htto://www.divxprt.com. =8= 
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At SAND DoLLaR, you | the resort! SAND DOLLAR Dive & PHOTO | 
&. will notice some- ¢ . > 4 wie is simply & 
thing very different \ ti a 4 2 5 ad unparalleled 
for a dive resort - condos. | in the Caribbean for x 
Bonaire, ‘in thes, Dutch convenience and ease of f& 
— Cariobean, has long been diving. Relax and watch a; 
Ey known as one of the sunset in the open air GREEN ~~ 
world’s top dive destinations, PARROT restaurant. Then enjoy a studio, 
and now you can dive with 1, 2 or 3-bedroom oceanfront condo, 
the premier dive resort on fully furnished, with air- 
Bonaire. Everything conditioned bed- 
at SAND DOLLAR is m rooms, large living 
centrally located, e areas, cable TV, 
right . on,.,.the ame full kitchens and 
dock. The dive private balconies. 
store, photo and Call for complete = 
video “faery; 


family vacation 
guest equipment %& packages and ask 
storage and rest- 


about our kids program 
aurant are in one convenient location at 
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SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 
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Reservations: 1-800-288-4773 or 407-774-9292, BONAIRE: 599-7-8738 


= : ___ © 1996 SAND DOLLar Resort/CLINE. 
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P.O. Box 546 
Weno, Chuuk FM 96942 
Phone: 011 (691) 330-4232/33 
Fax: 011 (691) 330-2286 
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Commercial Diving is | 
rewarding Career.... 


D> fe | gt of Lol T] ol te wel eo (oi Mle | a 
[STITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY. 


For more than a quarter of a 
century we have provideda 
comprehensive training 
program: U/W welding & 


burning, Haz-Mat, NDT 
inspection, U/W TV, photo & 
ROV, hot water systems, 
hydraulic tools, and rigging. 


Call today for your career package 


‘gg 1-800-634-8377 


In Seattle, WA : (206) 783-5542 


©SD/AD 1996 


DISCOVER PALAU 
...And See It All! 

Sam's Dive Tours invites you to discover the 

underwater riches of Palau. 

> Personalized service. Over a dozen WW II \ | 


wrecks, Manta Rays, sharks, soft corals and 
Palau’s famous drop-offs 









‘INCREDIBLE! 
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~— Variety off the 
Nae : Clomon Islands 
¢ Customized packages available read all about . 
* Your satisfaction is our ultimate concern in th it 
+ Sam’s Dive Tours anua 
: () 


> | P.0. Box 428, Koror, Republic of Palau 96940. 
(800) 794-9RNR (9767) 
Fax: (915) 289-1703 se iaan an! 
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Guanaja - Bay [Islands - Honduras 








eReefseRuins 4 
e Rainforests 
e Jungle Sounds 
e Kayaking 


Winter Special 
Hotel & Dive 
Package 
$699 


Valid until 12/20/96. 
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){ CALL 1-800-524-1823 or 954-572-1902 
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MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
(Continued from Page 101) 


tel lobby, Manta Visions offers a variety of 
services, including professionally edited 
videos, E-6 film processing, photo and 
video instruction. If you are not into un- 
derwater photography but wish to bring 
home the memories, you can always 
purchase one of their videotapes. 

Now, you might wonder, “What is a full 
blown Dedicated Dive Resort doing in 
Yap?” The answer is obviously an oppor- 
tunity to enjoy some really superb diving. 
Yap’s main and major attraction Is, of 
course, the giant Manta Rays—for which 
the hotel was named. 

Yap Is truly Manta Central—home to 
an estimated 100 Manta Rays that gath- 
er in various channels that lead from the 
open ocean to Yap’s inner lagoons. 
What makes these magnificent creatures 
SO special is that Yap’s mantas congre- 
gate at various cleaning stations and 
feeding spots on a daily basis. Visiting 
divers have an opportunity to view these 
creatures at close range and often in 
crystal clear water (incoming tide). 

During the mating season, the mantas 
often congregate in groups of 10 to 15— 
forming long head to tail trains that 
sweep through the channels. 

In addition to the congregating man- 
tas, Yap offers superb wall diving along 
the outside edge of the barrier reef, ele- 
gant Eagle Rays (often in groups), spec- 
tacular lionfish in abundant numbers, 
schools of Bigeye Jacks, big turtles, 
Whitetip Reef Sharks snoozing on the 
bottom and cleaning stations for Gray 
Reef Sharks. Add to this menu a night 
dive, exploring Yap Caverns, and you 
have quite an interesting week of adven- 
tures. The hotel has published its own 
40 page Dive & Snorkeling Guide to 
Yap’s 30 best dive sites plus hints on 
diving with the mantas. 

Yap is as fascinating on land as It is 
underwater, for this is an island lost in 
time. Virtually untouched by the plastic 
culture of glitzy tourism, Yap’s residents 
have been able to maintain their her- 
itage and traditions. 

Yap is the only island in the world 
where stone money (called ra/) was cre- 
ated and used as a trading currency. The 
tradition dates back almost 2,000 years 
and the island villagers still maintain 
stone money banks deep in the jungle. 
The money consists of large, disk 
shaped chunks of handcarved stone that 
range from pizza sized to wagon wheel 
sized. A hole through the center of the 
stone disks provides a method for trans- 
port (large pieces are carried on a pole by 
several men). The largest stone money 
pieces are 10 feet in diameter! The stone 

(Continued on Page 115) 
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| “Point. ‘West Caicos, and Beyc 
beautiful beaches, unspoiled divin ana DI 
Provo’s convenient and professional service. 
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Dive Provo... 


Providenciale’s 
Premier Resort Dive Center TURQUOISE REEF 


RESORT & CASINO 


Hotel & Dive 
Packages start as 
low as *9414 


For additional R Resort Wormation’@ on Uh Reet, eat (800) 992- 2015 


“April 21, 1996 thru December 21, 1996, prices subject to change 
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adventure since 1966. 
Located on scenic Grand 
Bahama Island, just a 30 
minute jet flight from the ~ 
- South Florida gateways of © 
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-UNEXSO has pioneered some  ~— 
| of the most exciting dive 

opportunities in the 
history of scuba. 
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SHARKS DOLPHINS WRECKS 
GRAND BAHAMA ISLAND 


The Dolphin Diveisa 
magical open ocean scuba encounter 
with man’s best marine friend, the 
Atlantic Bottlenose dolphin. Along a 
shallow coral reef, divers have the 
rare chance to interact with a 
dolphin in their natural habitat. 

_ Sparkling clear water provides the 
ultimate photo-op for underwater 
still photographers and video 
enthusiasts alike. 














Shark Junction isan 
adrenaline pumping experience where 
a dozen or more Caribbean reef sharks 
typically surround the UNEXSO 
staff diver. They are attracted to the 
scene by years of hand-feeding to assure 
reliable interaction. Shark Junction 
brings this apex predator up-close-and- 
hy "personal. For the ultimate video 
- souvenir, UNEXSO photo pros are 
on hand to document the adventure. 








THEO’S Wreck isan intact | 
230 foot freighter on the edge of a 
dramatic vertical wall. Adorned with 
colorful encrusting sponge and coral, 
| and home to moray eels and 
butterflyfish, this massive shipwreck 
is in only 100 feet of water. 


While experienced divers thrill 
_to dives like these, UNEXSO offers 
complete programs for the beginning 
_ diver as well, including a full range of 
specialty courses, PADI and NAUI 
certification programs, and referrals. 
Enjoy a world of tropical dive adventure 
with those who do it best... the 
| pnw aaa Society! 
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Fly/Dive Vacations Include: 
e Nonstop roundtrip escorted flights via 
Laker Airways 
e Superior Accommodations at the 
Bahamas Princess Resort and Casino 
e Transfers and Baggage handling 
e Advance hotel registration 
(except Ft. Lauderdale) 


Diving with the famous Underwater 
Explorers Society includes: 
e 4 single tank dives (excluding arrival & 


departure days) 
e Tanks, airfills, weights and belt included 


Baltimore, Chicago, Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Ft. Lauderdale, Hartford, 
Raleigh/Durham, Richmond 


MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY! 


1-800-992-DIVE 
Prineess Vacations 


The tour division of Princess Hotels International 


UNDERWATER 
EXPLORERS/ SOCIETY 






U N E X S) O 


*Rate per person, dbl. occupancy, Country Club superior 
from Cleveland, Raleigh/Durham & Richmond. Effective 
October | - December 22. Transfers, Hotel, U.S. Govt. taxes 
and airport fee ($43/3 nites) added to payment. $18 Bahamas 
departure tax and airport fee not included. Additional rates 
and dates available on request. Prices vary by departure city, 
langth of stay. and season. Subject to change, availability, 
terms and conditions. 
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call for air/hotel/diving ! 
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Our island is embraced by beautiful turquoise waters. Windsurfing and sail- 
ing, snorkeling and glassbottom boating, parasailing and Jet skiing are just 
some of the water sports available. 


Ride the sea horses down tree-lined trails to a deserted beach where you 
are free to gallop along the sand and surf. 


Paddle sea kayaks through mangrove creeks, take in wildlife, and enjoy a 
picnic lunch on an island beach. 


Our island boasts three 18-hole USGA-rated championship golf courses. 
Lush and well manicured, these public courses ensure ideal golfing 
conditions year-round. 


The Dolphin Experience offers a “Close Encounter” perfect for the whole 
family. Take a short boat ride to Sanctuary Bay. Learn about, and even 
touch these dolphins, as you wade in waist-deep water. 


Go for a ride in the DeepStar submarine that will give you a spectacular 
view of our seascape. 


Relaxing is also encouraged. 


IN our outdoor shopping plazas and markets, you will find everything from 
fine jewelry and china To duty-free liquor and exotic perfumes. In the 
International Bazaar, stroll through colorful archways along cobblestone 
paths that lead to quaint and cozy restaurants and shops representing 
countries from around the globe. 


Port Lucaya Marketplace is in a picturesque waterfront setting, with live 
entertainment and dancing eau in the main square. Boat lovers will 
glimpse the impressive array of luxurious yachts anchored there. 


pte alll of the native straw markets located throughout Freeport and 
ucaya! 


lf you are looking to play craps, blackjack, roulette or mini-baccarat, 
you ll find if all af the Princess and the Lucayan Casinos. 


Our natural wonders make our island a fascinating place to explore. 

At Lucayan National Park there is a rustic wooden boardwalk where you 
can walk over a mangrove creek to a magnificent unspoiled beach. 
Ride in an open jeep To inland blue holes, prehistoric caverns and 
deserted beaches. 


From the east end to the west end, you will find the Grand Bahamians to 
be genuinely warm and friendly. They are always eager to offer you 
advice, whether you need directions to. a remote beach or are trying to 
find the best conch salad on the island! 
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800-992-DIVE or 954-351-9889 


*April 7 thru December 15, 1996 
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MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
(Continued from Page 114) 


money artifacts are considered so valu- 
able the government has passed a law 
prohibiting their export. 

The Yapese have been very successful 
at maintaining their unique ancient cul- 
ture. Their language is different from any 
other spoken among Micronesia islands. 
They still teach and practice traditional 
Yapese dances that include chants, stick 
gymnastics and colorful dress made 
from plant fibers and flowers. 

Guests staying at the Manta Ray Bay 
Hotel have an opportunity to witness a tra- 
ditional village dance on Saturdays, plus 
tour Yap’s best stone money banks, 
Men’s Houses and village sites. 

Both Yap Divers and the Manta Ray 
Bay Hotel are the brainchild of Bill Acker, 
an ex-Peace Corps worker who has lived 
on the island for 25 years and raised a 
family there. Bill is one of the great char- 
acters of Micronesia. His dry wit and 
Texas style humor are totally disarming. 
While many divers go to Yap for the man- 
tas, they often return because of Bill. 

For more information about the Manta 
Ray Bay Hotel, Yap Divers and events 
happening in Yap, you can obtain a copy 
of Manta Memos—a quarterly newsletter 
produced by the hotel. 

If your computer is tuned to the Internet, 
you can view underwater photos and read 
more information about Manta Ray Bay 
Hotel at its Web Site—http://www.man- 
taray.com. For direct questions and an- 
swers, the e-mail address is yapdivers@ 
mantaray.com. 

If you prefer telephone or fax commu- 
nications, contact Manta Ray Bay Hotel 
and Yap Divers, telephone (011) 350- 
691-2300, fax (011) 350-691-4567 or 
(011) 691-350-3841. = 


Sekt Rie Oeerzenen, 


AIRPOWER INTERNATIONAL: Airoower 
International, Incorporated, was recently 
honored as Compair Mako’s largest North 
American compressor distributor. The 
Airpower catalogue and a variety of new 
and reconditioned equipment can now be 
viewed on the Internet. For convenience, 
the e-mail address allows worldwide re- 
quests for parts from inventory. 

For more information, browse on the 
Internet at htto://www.airoower-intl.com 
or e-mail info@airoower-intl.com. You 
can also call (800) 3834-4509 (U.S.), (609) 
663-1711 (outside the U.S.) or fax (609) 
663-1784, = 


> ee ee ’ Ae — ee) 
GRAND CAYMAN, B.W.I1. 


Costif | Savings 
Full Price* 


3 days diving $200 $360 $160 
4 days diving $265 $480 $215 
5 days diving $330 $600 $270 
6 days diving $400 $720 $320 


| *For one 2-tank a.m. dive and one 2-tank p.m. dive 


Treasure Island Divers now proudly owns Dive Inn, 
conveniently located at Sleep Inn Hotel. 


1-800-872-7552 


For complete vacation planning, including Air & Accommodations FAX 954-351-9740 
Some restrictions apply, holiday weeks excluded. Call for deadline dates. 
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Dedicated to only Micronesia. 


Trifo-N-Tour is from Micronesia. We are Micronesian. We 
devote 100% of our time and expertise to only Micronesia, 
to ensure your trip is the very best. Call today for a free 
28 page, full-color dive brochure. 


[rip-n1-l0Ur 
MICRONESIA 


1-800-348-0842 


2182 Foothill Drive # Vista, CA 92084 ¢ e-mail: tntmicro@ix.netcom.com FAX 619-724-9897 





circle #86 on Reader Service Card 


SKIN DIVER DECEMBER1996 115 








COCONUT HARBOUR 


& PARROTS LANDING 
(Continued from Page 109) 


bagels, juice and hot coffee. The lunch 
and dinner menu offers a delicious vari- 
ety of sandwiches, burgers and platters, 
as well as all you can eat barbecue chick- 
en and ribs and Mexican food a couple of 
nights a week. A word of warning—if 
you’re not into spicy, watch out for the 
special recipe Jerk sauce, It’s hot! 

In addition to specialty drinks, the Blue 
Parrot is famous for its outdoor sports 
bar. Every night, all three TV sets anda 


Blue Holes Shark Feeding, Dolphin large screen projection TV are tuned into 
: an ESPN sports event or one of the sea- 


] 
Encounters, Rays & More! sonal games. Capitalizing on Coconut 
Captain Tom Guarino’s 24 years experience promises the best of Harbour’s only unattractive neighbor, the 
Bahamas diving. Sea Fever is 90’ aluminum, fully air conditioned Blue Parrot utilizes a large white tank at 


with double staterooms, E-6 processing and U/W video. the Texaco Oil storage facility as a screen 
FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, CALL: for the projection system. Now that’s 


$300-443-3 $37 of 305-331-3483 creativity! When a big game is on, don’t 


P.O. Box 39 8276, Miami Beach, Florida 33239 be surprised If the bar sounds a bit on the 
E-mail : seafever@Safari.net « Website : http://www.seafever.com rowdy side. 


Just behind the resort is Waldo’s 
ACTIONDIRIR Cee, 


Reef, the starting point for a series of 
noted shore sites. Named for a friendly 
SUMMER DIVING /ADVENTURE Coed 
PROGRAMS FOR TEENAGERS 15-19 


9661 GV/GS @ 





former resident, a six foot Green Moray, 
the reef starts as a hard pan bottom with 
shallow furrows running seaward. It 







CENTRAL AMERICA 





Wd Fstrtale loo Mexia) sting Wrsian tiga ha /NACLaTS Tel: 305-666-1997 » Fax: 305-666-2292 slowly slopes deeper and transforms into 
sailing aboard 47" yachts in British Virgin Islands. 17 years of E-mail: bahia@ gate.net amore splendid classic tongue and 
teen programs at sea. http://www.empg.com/bahia-tours roove develoom ent with several dee 

P.O. BOX 5507-D, SARASOTA, FL 34277 (813) 924-6789 Bahia Tours 800-443-071 cA e) Pp Pp 
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SD/AD 1996 The site is popular because it harbors 

__ The Hennessey Guide to Pa Sa N'S New FRON Tle several species of morays and a variety 

Live-Aboard Dive Boats Sere dee ae #1] | of small invertebrates such as Arrow- 
The First Worldwide Guide to OCEAN FRONTIERS 






From US $99 ead ie Beene foaib crabs and Cleaner shrimp. Additionally, 
pueidives @uday of ari ual eeeeraare. several varieties of Qroupe;rs, grunts and 


PUMA Lainie | 2ngeltish, both adults and juveniles, fre- 
1-800-544-6576 quent the area. At night the site can be 


More Than 100 Vessels & Regional Facts 


12.95 
$I 2-95 617.647.2206 
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—_— circle #154 om Gea Service Card bark circle #177 on Reader Service Card een peter yet. After SU ndown, It S consid- 
Cece tereneanncect ee Se ered rare not to find at least one or two 
octopus and/or squid. 


Afterward, clean your gear in the 
shop’s rinse tanks before replacing it in 
the locker with the number that corre- 
sponds to your room. The key comes 
with your room key. Just behind the dive 
shop, lockers are arranged in a row, with 
plenty of storage and drying space for 
two sets of gear (including hangers for 
wetsuits). Should a second dive fit into 

— | the daily plan, grab another tank and go; 
Laguna Beach Resort is the newest and most it’s that simple. Often, most days are just 
luxurious dive resort on Utila. Perchedatthe | too nice to simply lie by the pool. 

If you're in need of Some new gear or 
J oe oo) : are interested in underwater photogra- 

Our full service dive operation, offers three ohy, Parrots Landing’s main facility, 500 
OS i A cara a yards from the resort, will be able to help 
Coe —< a : out. If Parrots Landing’s Watersport 


rinse Mie *) ae hoo Center can’t provide it, it’s most likely not 
ae. oe ee on the island. In addition to the impressive 


- of activities for your vacation whims. ; : 
_— ee —_— —_— line of equipment, sundries, soft drinks 
ore E fe) masle)c= Wake hire)amelalomc-s-1-1aelire) al and snacks, the store also hosts a large 


(8 0 6)) 6 6 = U T I LA volume fill station, information/ reserva- 


PHONE : (318) 893-0013 © FAX : (318) 893-5024 © LOCAL PHONE/FAX : 011 (504) 45-3239 tions office (upstairs) and a complete un- 
Allo s/ArAna, eo cxe(el(olaMal=1 (sore h\2al |) Mn ete lime hall (cre leelelrolamal—i derwater photo and video center. 


water's edge. bungalows feature private decks, 
_ hot water and air conditioning. 
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Supervised by photo pro, Lois Hat- 
cher, the center carries a wide selection 
of film, batteries and miscellaneous ac- 
cessories, as well as a full range of rental 
Nikonos and Sea & Sea camera equip- 
ment. There are also a couple of Hi-8 
systems available or Lois will shoot your 
selected dive for a reasonable fee. 

In addition to the diverse dive program 
and services offered with Coconut 
Harbour, Parrots Landing has a full range 


* Courses Monthly— All Levels 
* International Job 





of packages with 12 other popular hotels 
and 16 different condos. 

To book direct, call the Parrots Landing 
reservations center at (800) 448-0428, 
(809) 949-0294 or fax (809) 949-0294. 

GETTING THERE: Traveling to the Cay- 
man Islands couldn't be easier. For 
United States citizens, a valid passport 
or a picture ID with a birth certificate or 
voter’s registration will do. U.S. currency 
and most major credit cards are accept- 
ed throughout the islands. From Miami 
via Cayman's flag carrier, Cayman 





Airways, the flight takes little more than 
an hour. Cayman Airways also offers di- 
rect flights from Houston, Orlando, 
Tampa and Atlanta. == 


POSADA DEL SOL 
(Continued from Page 97) 


A special part of a Posada Del Sol visit 
will be the considerate and engaging 
staff. They are mostly locals, full of good 
humor. Tonny Zaid, a Guatemalan hospi- 
tality professional educated in the U.S., is 
the resident manager. Gene and Sarah 
Bower, well known from the Houston 
sea Space shows, are assistant and op- 





TACA’s modern 767 and 737 aircraft of- 
fer convenient schedules from U.S. gate- 
way cities to San Pedro Sula and Roatan. 


eration managers. Veteran diver, George 
Perez, who has spent eight years at 
Posada Del Sol, is dive manager and 
photo pro. Five year PDS veteran Luis 
Galeano is director of dock operations. 

The most popular Posada Del So! 
dive package Is Saturday to Saturday; 
the U.S. office can provide packages 
and routing. For more information, con- 
tact Posada Del Sol at (800) 642-3483 
or fax (407) 624-3225, “= 
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ez SOUTH EAST DIVING INSTITUTE 
q) is a division of 
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Dive Retail Franchises Available 
- Conversions Welcomed 


800-352-7234 


OVERSEAS (561) 468-4809 ¢ FAX: (561) 466-3444 


1717 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34950 ¢ Cursos en Espanol 
Licensed by the Florida State Board of Post Secondary Schools ¢ License #908 & #1731 





Dive Key | Largo: 
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Slip into the Florida Keys’ 
most comfortable and cozy 
dedicated dive resort. 


“{ Kelly’ son the Ba 
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5 305-451-1622 
http://Florida-Keys.fl.us/kellys.htm 
e-mail: Kellysmo@aol.com = 
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V Scuba eliucdeenon 
»classes and referrals 








- \ Advanced, specialties, 
ep thru instructor. 


V Dail reef trips and 

\ wreck iving on the 

s \USCG Bibb & Duane 

and soon...on Key Largo’s 
newest wreck,the 


Spiegel Grove! 
800-331-DIVE 


305)451-1325 or Fax ean -9240 I 
i CaptSlate@aol.com ! 
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| as CAYMAN BRAC LUXURY 
| New spacious 2 bdrm condos on the sea. White 
sand beach, palm trees, sun, restaurant, pool, friendly 
people. Dive pkgs from $670/wk. Free brochure. 
BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
Box 4-S Stake Bay, Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands, B.W.I. 
Call toll free 800/791-7911 ¢ Fax 809/948-1111 
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Key West Dive-Cam 


See Key West’s water/weather conditions 
daily on our WEBSITE CAMERA 
http://www.subtropic.com 


SUBTROPIC DIVE CENTER 
800-853-3483 ¢ 309-296-9914 


D 1996 





FIJI SPECIALISTS 
BOOK BY END OF YEAR 
FOR PROMOTIONAL PRICES 


800-741-2178 


E-mail: scuba @ skindiver.com 
_ http://www. ww.skindiver. com 
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Aboard the M.V. BILIKIKI or 
M.V. SPIRIT of SOLOMONS 


Jan | Fe / Mav '97 


| cabins available for 
a special rate of 
$225/pppn 


; Enjoy our finest ensuite 
| Cabins aboardthe 
Spirit of Solomons at — 
nprecedented savings! © 
- — Limited Availability! 
1st Come, 1st Served! 


a : 
wm (Airlines 
800-667-4277 


CA: 310-670-7302 Fax: 310-338-0708 


: naa ee : 
800-663-5363 | 


www. Sroutes.com/scuba/bilkiki-htm| 1 
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iving 
Glasnost 


Lake Baikal 





TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY KEN NEMETH 


lipping through the pages of SKIN 

DIVER Magazine, | was pondering my 
next dive trip when the phone rang. It was 
Cheryl Kirz of UNEXSO with a unique 
proposition. “How would you like to be a 
glasnost diver?” she asked. | was in- 
trigued. She explained that 20 Soviet scu- 
ba divers had visited the U.S. in April 
1990 and spent a week diving off Grand 
Bahama Island. UNEXSO, the Bahamas 
based Underwater Explorers Society, 
served as host for this two week sojourn 
and a reciprocal visit for U.S. sport divers 
was in the works. This would be one of 
the most unique dive trips ever planned. 

Lake Baikal, the world’s largest, oldest 
and deepest confined body of water, 
was Our destination. In southeastern 
Siberia, west of the Yablonovy Moun- 
tains, the lake covers 12,160 square 
miles. Known to the Soviets as the great 
and sacred sea, it is more than 400 miles 
long and 18 to 50 miles wide. Containing 
about one-fifth of the world’s fresh water 
(and 80 percent of all freshwater reserves 
in Russia), this vast natural resource 
could cover the continental United States 
with 23 feet of water. 

This trip would prove historic for the 10 
Americans and two West Germans who 
participated. Not only would we be the 
first foreign sport divers to venture into a 
beautiful Russian wilderness, we would 
also carry goodwill and high hopes for 
world peace and mutual cooperation. 

The successful Underwater Explorers 
Society was founded in The Bahamas 30 








years ago. And UNEXSO’s chairman, 
John Englander, has a reputation in the 
diving industry as an intrepid adventurer. 

During their trio to The Bahamas, the 
Russians were astounded by UNEXSO’s 
Dolphin Experience and treated toa 
pulse raising encounter at Shark 
Junction. The friendships and respect 
that resulted from the visit led to plans for 
a group of Americans to travel in the 
soviet Union in August 1990. 

After a nine hour flight to Moscow and 
a three hour pause at Soviet customs, 
we were met by our interpreter and 
whisked to the Hotel Orlionok. The next 
two days were filled with tours of the 
Kremlin, Red Square and a very uneasy 
shopping trip to Arbat Square, where 
two members of our group were arrested 
by the KGB. While in Russia, you may not 
use American dollars to pay for anything, 
even if every vendor in the marketplace is 
clamoring for them. So, after one anda 
half hours of interrogation and a written, 
signed confession, our companions 
were released. The vendor who asked 
for our currency did not fare as well. 

A midnight flight across the Soviet 
Union ended with our morning arrival at 
Novosibersk (New Siberia), home of our 
hosts, the Neptune Dive Club. Siberia has 
a population of 25 million and Novosibersk 
is its unofficial capital. Dr. Sergeui Lymar, a 
chemist at the university, was responsible 
for organizing and orchestrating the 
American visit. We were taken outside the 
city to adacha, which resembles a three 
story hotel and provided the finest accom- 
modations we experienced. During an in- 
terview with the local television station, we 
were told the Russians considered us pio- 
neers and very brave Americans. 

Novosibersk is also the home of Aka- 
demgorodok (Science City), which hosts a 
university research center and three of the 
Soviet Academies of Science. The cultural 
facilities and consumer goods are much 
better here because the Russians place a 
great deal of emphasis on a healthy, aus- 
picious academic environment. 

Our Aeroflot jet arrived in Irkutsk on 
August 16 but, because of an overbook- 
ing, we were unable to secure rooms at 
Lake Baikal for two days. Undaunted, we 
boarded a bus and traveled to the 
Limnology Institute for a lecture on the 
history and ecology of the lake. What we 
learned was astonishing. 

Baikal is the oldest lake in the world, 
dating back some 23 million years. Ten 
nations began a program in the summer 
of 1990 to try to solve some of the mys- 
teries of this submerged Grand Canyon. 
First, the lake is growing about two cen- 
timeters per year. This is occurring be- 
cause two tectonic plates are pulling 
apart, forcing the land between them to 
drop even lower and the banks to widen. 

A team composed of members of the 





SAVE YOUR COPIES OF skindiver 


World Class Diving 
is just within 
your reach. 


'SOLMAR WZ. 


SOCORRO ISLANDS" 
ee SEAOFCORTEZ “¥ 


Located on the tip of The Baja Peninsula, 
the Solmar is a secluded resort of intimate 
size that straddles the Sea of Cortez and the 
Pacific Ocean. Walking distance from town, 
all rooms are air-conditioned suites with 
private balconies. Shopping, nightlife, 
sight-seeing, two large pools/jacuzzi, 
golfing, fishing or Solmar's private white 
sand beach will be sure to make your 
vacation First Class. Land-based diving 
packages for groups and individuals... 
Call for more info! 


The 112- foot Solmar V is the most 
luxurious live-aboard operating in 
Mexico. Based in Cabo San Lucas, the 
Solmar V offers trips in the summer to the 
Sea of Cortez and in the winter to the 
Socorro Islands (Revillagigedos), the last 
unexplored diving legend of Mexico. 
Encounters with schooling Hammer- 
heads, giant Mantas, whale sharks, 
sea lions and migratory whales are 
likely. Individuals, groups and private 
charters welcome... Diving 

Call for more Provided 
live-aboard info! by 
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800-344-3349 


310-459-9861 » FAX 310-454-1686 
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iLD’S BEST READ SCUBA DIVING MAGAZINE 


Here's the perfect way to keep your favorite issues of SKIN DIVER! These 
durable, custom-made cases and binders, in light blue with attractive gold lettering, will provide 
maximum protection and easy access. The binders feature a special 4-1/2" wide 
spring mechanism to hold individual rods that CHARGE ORDERS: Call TOLL FREE 
quickly snap in place. 7 days, 24 hours 
CASE(s): 1-$8.95 3-$24.95 6-$45.95 1-800-825-6690 
BINDER(s): 1-$11.25 3-$31.85 6-$60.75 $15 minimum 

(American Express, Master Card, Visa, Diners Club) 






Sain dit 










Add $1.50 per case/binder for postage and handling. 
Outside Continental U.S. add $3.50 per case/binder (U.S. funds only). PA residents add 7% sales tax. 


MAIL ORDERS: Make checks or money orders (in U.S. funds) payable to 
Jesse Jones Industries and send to: 
Skin Diver, Jesse Jones Industries, Dept. 95 PET-SD 
499 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134 
Please print clearly and provide your return address with ZIP CODE 
(no P.O. boxes please). Allow 4 - 6 weeks for delivery. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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Experience the Cayman of 
yesterday! We guarantee the 
best value & the best diving 
Tamale latecy 


Trams 
DIVE VACATION 
PACKAGES 
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DIVING GLASNOST 


Soviet Union’s Academy of Sciences and 
the National Geographic Society searched 
the lake and found super heated vents 
that carry nutrients and unusual life forms 
from the lake bottom. Vents of this nature 
have never been found in a lake before. 

Dr. Joe MaclInnis, one of the world’s 


the sun when caught. In all, the lake con- 
tains about 50 species of fish, including 
pike, perch, Bullheads and the largest, 
Sturgeon, which can grow to lengths of 
six feet and are prized for their caviar. The 
omul is Baikal’s most famous food fish 
and a staple for Russian Olympians. 
“Because of its age and geographic 
isolation about 35 percent of the plants 
and 65 percent of the animal species 
found in Lake Baikal are endemic,” says 


SD/AD 1995 
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photo/Gina Winchester 


1-S00-TLC-DIVE 


US & CANADA, FAX 806-798-7568 Above: Lake Baikal, in southeastern 
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Siberia, is the largest, oldest and deepest 
confined body of water in the world. Many 
of its plants and animals are endemic. 





Aluminum snorkels, lace up fins, round 
masks (above) and double hose regulators 
(right) were standard issue for the 
Russians in 1990. There was also an ab- 
sence of BCs, pressure and depth gauges. 


leading authorities on cold water diving 
and author of several diving texts, partici- 
pated in the exercise. He said that “If fresh 
water Is life to terrestrial creatures, Baikal 
is the planet’s Holy Grail.” The lake's 
unique biology is replete with life forms 
that exist nowhere else on earth. There 
are about 100,000 freshwater Fur Seals, 
called nerpas, whose closest relatives are 
nearly 1,235 miles to the north in the 
Arctic Ocean. The golamianka (naked 
flesh) is a transparent fish, from the family 
Comephoridae, which inhabits the deep- 
est parts of the lake. It gives birth to 2,000 
to 3,000 live young and appears to melt in 





Dr. MacInnis. “This means that about 
1,000 to 1,200 plants and animals there 
are not found anywhere else on earth.” 

The weather at Lake Baikal can be un- 
Usual as we discovered when our hydro- 
foil docked after an hour’s passage from 
Irkutsk. A Sunny, 76°F day had become 
64°F with a hard rain and high waves. 

As we prepared to make our first dive, 
there was much interaction between the 
Soviets and the Americans. We marveled 
at the thin aluminum tubes they used as 
snorkels and the laces on their fins. Their 
small, round masks were reminiscent of 
a different age. Double hose regulators 











were almost standard issue and there 
was an ominous absence of BCs, pres- 
sure gauges and depth gauges. Drysuits 
for the 50°F water were applied in several 
layers by the Soviets. Thanks to our div- 
ing equipment manufacturers, the 
Americans were strictly high tech, which 
aroused much Soviet curiosity. Later in 
the trip John Englander would present 
the then new U.S. Divers Impulse 
snorkels to all of the Soviet divers, along 
with a complete set of diving gear, in- 
cluding the U.S. Divers Cousteau BC, 
Conshelf SE2 regulator, state of the art 
dive computer and Nokia drysuit. 

Even with their lack of equipment, it 
was evident to us from the beginning that 
the Soviets were excellent divers. In fact, 
their watermanship could be considered 
exceptional compared to the typical 
American sport diver. 

The Soviet dive boats were more 
closely akin to steel trawlers with little 
deck space except at the bow and stern. 
Cross-legged entries were used for a 
jump of about seven feet to the water’s 
surface. Americans were assigned a 
Soviet dive buddy whose duty was to 
lead the dive and provide assistance. 
Establishing communications underwa- 
ter was Immediately important since 
Soviets view our typical OK sign—thumb 
and index finger touching—as similar to 
what Americans mean when they extend 
the middle finger from a closed fist! 

It was immediately apparent that we 
had arrived at the lake during an algae 
bloom. The warm summer sun had multi- 
plied the effects and the water’s surface 
resembled pea soup. However, on our ini- 
tial descent it was evident this was a very 
special place. Green sponges were every- 
where. It was the first time any of us had 
seen large candelabra sponges in a fresh- 
water lake. Crabs and tiny snails populat- 
ed the sponges in their quest to purify the 
upper levels of the water column. The re- 
mains of small white fish began to appear 
in large numbers. We were told that this is 
a type of sculpin that mates in the sum- 
mer, then dies after giving birth. At 50 feet 
the green cloud seemed to dissipate and 
the gravel-like bottom developed a more 
exaggerated slope. Throughout the lake 
we examined small shrimp and larger 
prawns that appeared similar to the salt- 
water types we’d seen before. Near 100 
feet, in the 40°F water, the candle shaped 
sponges changed significantly. Now they 
were as flat as dinner plates. 

A spectacular wall dive was to follow. 
Large boulders with an alabaster hue 
stacked the drop-offs. Sheer cliffs of 
ivory textured rocks plummeted to un- 
known depths. At its center, Lake Baikal 
is 5,370 feet deep. That is evident as one 
stares into the infinity of this seemingly 
boundless abyss. 

To better enable us to view the lake, 
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Thrills 


Bimini 


Inthe Bahamas 














“Bill, Nowdla, and the staff at Bimini 
Undersea made the vacation 
forme... Its people | 
(like them] that ~~ 
make diving LA a 
such an SS 
enjoyable sport.” 
~Annette Wilson, Larkspur, CA. 
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Dive packages include three dives daily, night dives, 
tanks, weights, hotel accommodations, and ground transfers. 
3 days/2 nights from $199.00 8 days/7 nights from $683.00 


Bill & KEEFE 









PO. Box 693515, Miami, FL. 33269 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/bua.htm 





In Bimini: 
Ke FES 242-347-3089 = fax 242-347-3079 


1-800-348-4644 &. 


305-653-5572 = 305-652-9148 Fax 
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ADVENTURES IN PARADISE! 


DIVE, & TRAVEL AUSTRALIA 
a 15 DAY UNIQUE TRAVEL Mee 
a) 


PACKAGES FOR CERTIFIED 
AND NON-CERTIFIED DIVERS 





Call for information 


1-800-87-DIVER 
(305) 294-7177 
World’s Foremost Authority in Scuba 


AIL - DIVE ISLANDS - getup 
_ TOUR SYDNEY = iil 
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VIDUAL AND GROUP 
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1(800)- 599-8562 
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WHDLESALE/RETAIL TROPICAL FISH 


Business comes w/36-ft diesel boat for collecting 
fish, huge holding tank system, over 1,000 
computerized accounts, retail store, delivery truck, 
dock, storage, more. Inventory incl, $495,000. 


UNITED NATIONAL REAL ESTATE 
Ph: TOLL-FREE1-800-999-1020 ext. 369 
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2 FA hts/2 Days 
ALL SPECIAL 


I 67% pp/do 


Includes accommodations, 
continental breakfast, 2-dives 
per day, tanks and weights. 


— 
Sotidoy Sun 
SunSpree Resort 
Key Largo, FL 












New, deluxe 2-3 BDR homes on 
secluded palm-shaded white sand beach. 
Restaurant, top rated dive shop, friendly 


= Saag MOO people. Complete dive packages from 







$55 7/week. 

The Caribbean’s best diving! 
ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
For a free brochure call 1-800-972-9795 












The Perfect Vacation Package! 
“Dive with someone you know’, with over 23 
years of experience in Pennekamp Park and 
the Marine Sanctuary. Dive the wreck of the 
USCG Cutter Duane, Christ of the Abyss, 
the Benwood, Molasses, French and Pickles 
Reefs and little Known spots like Grouper 
Alley and the Mini-Wall. 

Attractive dive and snorkel packages at 

the beautiful Holiday Inn 

SunSpree Resort, home of 
Holiday Casino Cruises. 


SEA DWELLERS 
DIVE CENTER 


1-800-451-3640 


http://www.sea-dwellers.com/keylargo/ 































¢ Casino Boat 

* Dive Boat only steps 
from your room 

* Spacious Rooms 

* Two large pools and 
Jacuzzi 

» Fitness Center 

© Tiki Bar 


* Children’s Activities / 
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DIVING GLASNOST 


our Soviet hosts enlisted the services of a 
large Aeroflot helicopter. During this three 
a hour odyssey we were only able to travel 
nee nt the southern half of this immense body of 
Lighthouse Atal water. Mountain goats and sheep grazed 
Thursday along cliffs rising thousands of feet. Vast 
Glovers Atoll ‘ ; 
Friday fields of multi-colored flowers surrounded 
Ser ene the mountains while freshwater seals frol- 
RetumtoBelexcity _f | icked below in the glistening, sun 
drenched waters. The Baikal area also 
supports Russian black bears, bobcats, 
“THE REMBRANDT VAN RN,” a 184 ft. luxury live-aboard,74) = = lynxes, sables, muskrats and wolverines, 


will take you to ALL THE Best Divina IN BELIze! ss hunted on a limited basis for their fur. 


The Rembrandt is the only live-aboard that will visit Lighthouse, Turneffe, 
Glovers and Southern Belize during your one week dive trip. All cabins are 
fully air-conditioned and have a private bath. Our spacious lounge is a 
fel=)a(oreqm 0)i-\e(-mcen(-\'-b@- laren t-\V/(2\) Mele mer-\\melhUiare p 


Oceanwide Expeditions 


1-800-453-7245 
WZ Phone: 713-591-1616 © Fax: 713-591-1082 
=o ants li Meerer-r-]aluualeriaice)alavmere) aa) 
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NEXT MONTH DISCOVER THE HERMES 
IN THE CONTINUING SERIES OF THE 


, SHIPWRECKS OF 
BERMUDA 














A diver examines large, green candelabra 
sponges—a rare sight in a freshwater lake. 


Of some environmental consequence 
to the lake is the controversial Baikal Pulp 
and Paper Combine, a state sawmill built 
in the late 1950s to produce cord cellu- 
lose. Opponents are concerned the 
combine’s waste could damage Baikal 
significantly. That has led to the develop- 
ment of an Institute of Ecological Toxi- 
cology, which examined the sawmill’s 
waste water treatment process and de- 
clared it harmless to the lake. 

We were privileged to experience Lake 
Baikal but the real treasure here was our 
association and interaction with the re- 
markable Soviet people. The cultural, po- 
litical and philosophical differences among 
us and our countries were nowhere ap- 
parent. Their awareness of the rest of the 
world and their thirst for contact with the 
West was unmistakable. 

The friendships that developed will 
transcend international boundaries. Olga 
Lokshina, a computer scientist in Mos- 
cow, and Sue Golden, an attorney in 
Washington, D.C., were dive buddies and 
became good friends. Olga, incidentally, 
was the only licensed woman scuba diver 
in what was the USSR in 1990 (mining 
and scuba diving were offlimits to Soviet 
women). The sport of scuba diving once 
again has proven to be an international 
means to overcome the barriers created 
by language, economics, culture and poli- 
tics. Would we return? Just ask us! = 
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Sr. Victor Vivas Gonzales 
Mayor of Cozumel 

As Mayor of Cozumel, and on 
behalf of all of us who are 
fortunate enough to make 


this Caribbean paradise our 
home on a year-round basis, I 
extend to you a hearty 
welcome to this uniquely 
beautiful and hospitable 
- island, so Mexican at heart 
and so Caribbean in soul. 


Whether you are a diver, a- 
snorkeler or a beachcomber, 
you will discover that the 
captivating blues of our 
Caribbean, the brilliance of 
our white-sand beaches, and 
the tastiness of our special 

_ blend of Mexican, Mayan and 
Creole cuisine are surpassed 
only by the warmth and 
friendliness of our people. 


There is an old saying in 
these parts: “Once you 
experience the waters of 
Cozumel, you shall return 
again and again.” 


Welcome to your 
second home, amigo! 





AIRPORT: Cozumel’s modern international airport. 
‘Complete your Mexican Tourist Card and Customs 
Declaration prior to arrival (on the plane) and re- 
member to sign the back of both forms. First you'll 
clear Immigration where your passport or proof of 
_citizenship is required. Then, proceed to 
Baggage/Customs to pick up your luggage. 
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ienvenidos a Cozumel and to the 

1997 Best of Cozumel Dive & 

Travel Guide! We have assem- 
bled here a concise dictionary, if you 
will, to the best that Cozumel has to of- 
fer divers. The best airlines, hotels, dive 
operators and dive travel specialists that 
will make your diving vacation simply 
the best! Numerous on-island guides 
are available at the airport to help you 
plan your off-diving activities. 

Cozumel is an eclectic mixture of the 
traditional past and progressive moder- 
nity. It has managed to maintain a laid- 
back and relaxed pace of yesterday 
Mexico yet offers all of the services of 
larger and more modern destinations. It 
is amixture of Maya and Mexican cul- 
ture but caters to tourism (its largest 
source of income) from all parts of the 
world. The same fishing boats used 50 
years ago share the waters surrounding 
Cozumel with modern and fast dive 
boats as well as the super-luxury cruise 
ships that frequent the island. In 
essence, Cozumel has all of the charm, 
serenity and beauty of a “small” island 
with many of the comforts, amenities 
and variety of a “large” island. 


The town of San Miguel has trans- 
formed itself from a sleepy fishing vil- 
lage to Cozumel’s commercial center. 
Contained within the grid of streets or 
calles that make up San Miguel are an 
incredible variety of shops, where na- 


CUSTOMS: Present your Customs Declaration form 
to the officer and you will be asked to press a button 
on a machine resembling a stoplight. It flashes, at 
random, either a green “Pase” or red “No Pase”. 
Green means proceed while red requires a quick 
check of your baggage. The process is very 
speedy, usually 15 to 30 minutes maximum. 


tive Mexican, Mayan and Yucatecan 
handicrafts are sold, restaurants serv- 
ing local specialties to seafood delights 
to international cuisine, hotels and bars 
and nightlife that seems to be continu- 
ously buzzing with activity. The ancient 
tradition of the siesta has not been for- 
gotten, however, and many shops close 
in the afternoon from 2:00-5:00 pm, so 
plan accordingly. Sunday nights in the 
central plaza of San Miguel is a time not 
to be missed. All of Cozumel’s families, 
including the children, dressed in their 
Sunday best, congregate (from around 
7:00 to 10:00 pm) to leisurely stroll, con- 
verse, eat ice cream and sometimes 
dance to the Caribbean or Mariachi 
sounds that entertain the community. 


Cozumel is a very casual, relaxed is- 
land. Comfortable clothing is the rule. 
Shorts and comfortable shirts are al- 
most always acceptable and ties for men 

-are a rarity, while sundresses and 
skirt/blouse combinations for women 
are common. Safety is not a concern for 
tourists whether day or night. You can 
safely walk the streets at any hour with- 
out the fear of crime, which is almost 
non-existent. Walking is the best way to 
catch the local flavor and in town noth- 
ing is more than a ten minute walk 
away. For further excursions, taxis are 
readily available and inexpensive 24 
hours a day. Always ask to see a list of 
tariffs if you’re unsure of the rate. 





AIRPORT TRANSFERS: Taxis are not allowed to 
pick you up at the airport. Instead, comfortable 
eight-passenger vans are used to shuttle visitors to 
the various hotels. If you don’t have a transportation 
voucher, purchase one from the booth right outside 
Customs. Present your voucher to a van driver and 
he will make sure you get to the right hotel. 
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oC ozumel” is actually a Mayan 

word, not Spanish. It is de- 

rived from the Mayan word 
“Cuzamil’—Land of the Swallows—re- 
ferring to the swallows that migrate to 
the island each year in early spring. The 
Maya were the first known settlers on 
the island and used it as a fishing base. 
They also built stone temples and altars 
to their gods. Small in comparison to 
some of the mammoth structures of oth- 
er nearby Mayan archeological sites 
such as Chichen Itza, Tulum and Uxmal 
found on the Yucatan mainland, the re- 
mains at San Gervasio and El] Cedral 
still provide an interesting surface inter- 
val and history lesson. Young Maya 
women of the surrounding areas on the 
Yucatan Peninsula were required to 
travel to Cozumel to make an offering to 


ISLAND FACTS 


Location: Isla Cozumel, the Island of Cozumel, 
_ is just south of the tip of the Yucatan Peninsula 
in the state of Quintana Roo, 12 miles from the 
mainland. | | 
Bite Cozumel is Mexico’s largest island, mea- 
suring approximately 31 miles long by 8 miles 
wide ‘ trey or Sse et 
- Population: Approximately 75,000 residents 
and growing. 
Language: Spanish is predominate, some 
_ Mayan by locals and English is widely spoken. 
Most tourist areas are bilingual. 
Climate: Subtropical, , averaging 80°F year- 
round. Light to moderate rainfall, usually in brief 
lowers. Can be baie i to strong Northers 
and hurricanes. ea 
pe Casual attire at all times. Shorts and 
shirt s, dresses and bl u 
_‘Time: CST (Central |Standard Time) eq uivalent 
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the goddess of fertility, an amazing 12 
mile journey considering it was done in 
dugout canoes! 


History has it that two shipwrecked 
Spanish monks were the first foreign- 
ers to Cozumel, washing ashore 
around 1517. Although one kept his 
vows, the other married and went on to 
become a leader in the resistance 
against Spain and Cortez when he 


Municipal Services: Police, fire, postal and 
emergency services. 


Health Services: Public hospital, several pri- 
vate clinics, 24 hour emergency medical and 
dental care. At least two hyperbaric chamber 
facilities. 


Phone & Fax: Available at all major hotels. 
Calling stations in town for a fee. 


Banks: (Bancos)—Numerous banks in town 
and in the central plaza. Many exchange 
booths around town and at major hotels. Most 
hotels will also exchange travelers checks or 
convert currency for guests at good rates. 


Currency: Pesos. There are two kinds of pesos 
in circulation—old and Nuevos Pesos or new 
pesos. The new pesos simply eliminated the 
last three zeros of the old peso. The symbol is 
proceeded by an N or N$ combination. The old 
currency is still valid but is being phased out of 
circulation. Exchange Rate at time of this publi- 
cation: $1U.S.=N$7.5 

Pricing: Inexpensive to moderate. 
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landed on Cozumel shortly two years 
later. Cozumel later became a base for 
pirates conducting raids on passing 
ships and legend states that captured 
booty still lies hidden in the island’s 
jungle interior. Several centuries of 
Spanish, pirate and Maya fighting final- 
ly resulted in a peace treaty in 1906. 
The area of Quintana Roo, including 
Cozumel, became recognized as a state 
by the Mexican government in 1976. 


In the 1950s tourism to Cozumel be- 
gan slowly, taking advantage of the air- 
fields built with the help of the U.S. 
Army during World War II. Mostly 
sailors and fishermen visited the yet un- 
developed island in the beginning but 
rumors of incredible diving on the reefs 
surrounding Cozumel attracted the ad- 
venturous aquanauts who continue to 
flock here every year. Today, the island 
boasts a modern, international airport 
catering to divers from all over the 
world, who make their trek to this div- 
ing Mecca. Cozumel has also become 
one of the mainstays on the itineraries 
of cruise ships and several large piers 
have been constructed to accommodate 
the passing behemoths—but not with- 
out controversy. 


Cozumel has grown with the beat of 
tourism but remains a treasure among 
Caribbean islands—one to be respect- 
ed and enjoyed. Whether it’s the shop- 
ping, the tasty cuisine, the relaxed 
culture and pace, the first rate hotels, 
the nightlife, the beaches and sun or 
the world famous diving that attracts 
you, try to sample a little of each. If 
you do, you won't be disappointed and 
you ll probably want to return again 
and again. 











ll styles and classes of accommo- 
dations are available on Cozumel 
.a.to suit your individual preference. 
The range includes private villas or hous- 
es, small and economical lodging (mostly 
in town), dedicated dive resorts, four and 
five star resorts and all-inclusive proper- 
ties where everything is included in one 
price. The dedicated dive resorts, larger 
hotels and the all-inclusives are clearly 
the most diver-friendly as most are on the 
waterfront with easy pier access for dive 
boat boarding. Many also have integrated 





Plaza Las Glorias 


rinse tanks, outdoor showers and private 
lockers near the piers to store your dive 
gear safely, so transporting equipment 
from your room every day is unneces- 
sary. Modern amenities such as restau- 
rants, bars (and happy hour), pools and 
daycare, laundry, fax and phone service 
as well as a variety of activities are avail- 
able at all major hotels. 


Hotels are usually grouped into three 
main areas on the island. The Hotels of 
the North are just north of the town of 
San Miguel and closer to the airport. 


Many have outstanding pools, private 
white sand beaches and some of 
Cozumel’s best snorkeling. Although 
slightly farther from the popular dive 
sites, several have created beach and 
dive access on the southern end with 
complete, integrated diving operations. 
The Hotels of San Miguel (called 
downtown or central) are mid-sized and 
economical but do not offer the diver- 
friendly services and amenities that the 
larger hotels do. The Accommodations 
to the South (of San Miguel) are mod- 
ern four and five star hotels and resorts, 
dedicated dive resorts and all-inclusives. 
Most are waterfront properties with easy 
access to dive boats, shore diving, short- 
er boats rides to the most popular south- 
ern reefs and incredible near-shore 
snorkeling. Choose one from among the 
following to meet your individual 
needs—they’re the best there are in 
Cozume!! 


Three-story beachfront hotel located | km from downtown & 
7 km from the airport. 180 attractive air-conditioned rooms 
with marble baths, remote control color cable/satellite TVs, 

direct-dial phones & views of ocean or pool. Beachfront 
restaurant, lobby bar featuring laser Karaoke, large swimming 
pool, tennis court, private beach club with sport fishing, wind- 
surfing, jet skiing, snorkeling & scuba diving, lockers & 
private pier, motorcycle & car rental. 
1-800-247-3483 ¢ 1-800-346-6116 « 1-800-797-2582 
Local Ph: (987) 2-28-11 or (987) 2-28-99 Fax: (987) 2-21-54 


Enjoy this diver’s paradise right on the water and a convenient walk 
to the town’s Main Plaza. Features in-house dive facilities and dock- 
side pickup for divers. All 170 rooms are suites or jr. suites with A/C, 
terrace and ocean view. Beautiful oversized swimming pool, two 





restaurants and two bars. All watersports available. 


USA Call: 1-800-342-AMIGO (2644) 
In Cozumel Call: 987-22000 
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Recognized by the traveling community as THE Dedicated Dive Resort 
in Cozumel and in business for over 20 years, Galapago Inn has become 
a tradition of hospitality and good catering for hundreds of satisfied guests 


USA & Canada 1 -S00-B47-5708 
http://www.galapago.com 








CASA DEL MAR 


Enjoy comfort and pleasure at one of Cozumel’s most 
established dive resorts. Casa Del Mar offers 8 multi- 
level cabanas and 98 spacious rooms complete with 
air-conditioning and satellite TV finished in a charming 
Mexican motif. Open air restuarant and poolside 
palapa” bar. Full dive facilities from Del Mar Aquatics 
and special dive packages available. 


Get a real flavor of Mexico at Cozumel’s most historic & 
charming beach resort at the edge of the sea. 113 spacious 
ocean-front rooms with purified tap water, A/C, phone, cable 
TV, mini-bar & pool bar, private beach, tennis court, massage 

exercise & sauna rooms & full dive facilities 


US: 800-877-4383 or Fax: 214-392-2040 or Cozumel: 011-52-987-20844 
E-mail: lacelba@cozumel.rce.com 
http: www:iminet.com/mexico/cozzol.html 
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DIAMOND? RESORT 
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Situated on a perfect white sand beach, 

the Diamond Resort Cozumel is a treasure for 

divers. 300 rooms contained in Polynesian- 

style thatched roof villas offer king-size or 2 

double beds, A/C, ceiling fans, color satellite 

TVs, phones and full bathrooms. Packages include all meals, snacks, drinks and 
juices as well as unlimited alcoholic beverages! An on-site, modern dive operation 
offering PADI/SSI certifications and a flexible dive schedule, 4 lighted tennis 
courts, 2 pools, 2 restaurants, volleyball, basketball, sailing, snorkeling, bicycles, 
kids’ activities, live entertainment, excursions and more for your vacation whims 














| COZUMEL'S | 
Gee Babs age Cee. 
_BIVESITES 
_ N=Novice, I= intermediate, ee 


. lf] PARADISE REEF N 
Abundant marine life. Excellentfor snorkelers. 


Good chance of finding Cozumel’s Splendid 
: Toadfish. cone night od = 45’) ; 


- 





: IBALONES OF CHANKANAAB N 


- Series of balloon-shaped coral heads. Colorful, 
abundant marine life, lobster and crab. (60- 70°). 


‘ meronmenTos REEF | 


_ Colorful coral heads teeming with marine lie 
including eels and angelfish. bog 70’) oneal 


MIYUCAB REEF N- 
- Dense reef full of abundant color and marine life 


including erauee!, eels, lobster & crab. (Max 60’) . 


rounth runicn: b. 


Discover friendly grouper, lobster, crabs and ~ 
eels while A along a vibrant, colorful reef. 
oF ae 40- roe : 


ISAN FRANCISCO. REEF Pe : 
Shallowest wall dive. Abundant marine life. 


Exching: not-to-be-missed dive. 35-50") 


- (ISANTA MARIA. REEF 1 


Beautiful diving with oe schools of angelsh, 
(40- 60’) 5 


IBISANTA ROSA REEF 1 | 
_ Impressive sponges, colorful overhangs. Dive- _ 


ia canshow ee one: safe tunnels. (Min 50’ ) 


ae miPAso DE CEDRAL. 1 
oa Spectacular cavern, flail cua aheough dive 


with abundant marine life. ina dense, colorful 
Setting. (Max wa ek Ceca tela otis Bled 


Ol CEDRAL WALL = 


Fairly flat but brimming with color & life. Cover a 
lot of reef in 1 the normally strona current. oes 90') 





a 


LITTLE CAVES N 


Labyrinth of colorful canyons, em ravines sand. _ 


narrow crevices. Acer 50-70’ 
Bia HORSESHOE 1. 


c Giant coratheads come wae 20’ of alee: 
3 (Max 400’ a 





= WS PALANCAR GARDENS N 





Beautiful dive with lots of color. Many ni nice 
oaNerns. (Rex 40- si : 


4 
‘ * 


mr PALANCAR CAVES N 


- Beautiful canyons, tunnels and caves alive with 


abundant marine life. ee 60-90’): 


x“ 


S| COLUMBIA REEF ie 





~~ Coral pinnacles tower over an impressive issue 


Feauermy Seen marine life. (Best 60- “80 1 


| PUNTA SUR A 


Incredible topography and huge caverns. 


~Home of the widely aC GiaNned “Devil’s Throat.” pe 


_ (Min 20’ soe 


Ca 


San Miguel 


* Plaza las Glorias 
* go Inn 
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he majestic and massive coral for- 

mations in arainbow of colors, 

amazing underwater visibility and 
tropical temperatures make Cozumel the 
most popular dive destination in the world! 
For more than 20 miles toward the south- 
ern end of the island, the variety is end- 
less—coral cathedrals, patch reef, ledges, 
tunnels, swim-throughs, caverns and verti- 
cal walls are all blanketed with spectacular 
Caribbean hard and soft corals and 
sponges contorted by the north to south 
Yucatan current. Cozumel is one of the few 
destinations in the world where visibility of 
150 to 200 feet vertical and 200 feet hori- 
zontal is common. Water temperatures 
vary little (less than 10°) throughout the 
year with an average of 82°F. 


COZUMEL’S ONLY PHOTO PRO SERVICE & RENTAL CENTER 
SCHOOL OF UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 
NIKONOS PHOTO CENTER and SEA & SEA PRO RENTAL CENTERS 


go SHOUY Ate 
= 


ISILAINI&) 
PHOTO YUKO) GAINNNSIR 
eComplete underwater camera & video tai rentals 
Photo & video courses - full PADI specialty or 1 & 2 day classes 
eFull service photo lab - custom E-6 slide and print processing 
AUTHORIZED Sea & Sea Service Center & Nikonos repair facility 
eProfessional U/W video productions Stock video & photo gallery 


Located at the entrance to La Ceiba Hotel 
E - mail: alentado @rce.com.mx 
Phone (01 1-52-987) 2-58-33 ¢ Fax (01 1-52-987) 2-00-65 





Paradisus Cozumel 
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Americana Cozumel Reef 














DIVE SITES 
& HOTELS 





Nearly all diving in Cozumel is drift div- 
ing because of the current. While this can 
be intimidating for the inexperienced div- 
er, it should be an effortless and exhilarat- 
ing sensation, similar to flying. Pay close 
attention to the pre-dive briefing for in- 
structions, dive within your experience lev- 
el and don’t be afraid to sit one out if you’re 
not comfortable. It’s always a good idea to 
do a “warm-up dive” in a controlled envi- 
ronment if you feel unsure or are unfamil- 
iar with a destination. Take advantage of 
the wonderful and easy shore diving that 
Cozumel offers, too. The divemasters are 
almost all bilingual and can answer any of 
your questions. Contact the following dive 
operations and services to fulfill your div- 
ing dreams! 


The Most Extensive Selection of Dive Equipment, 
Accessories and Apparel on the Island. 
PANU tale) aydzre| es: of: a. 


OU.S.DIVERS /: KX 


Open aaayiedn 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. 


Located at A. Rosado Salas #198 Cozumel Q.Roo.C.P. 
77600 From U.S. Tel & Fax 011-52-987-241 23. 








OPERATORS/SERVICES 
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central plaza & the Fiesta Americana Cozumel Reef 
Hotel, minutes from the best dive sites, we offer 
service & instruction to all levels of divers with the most 
modern fleet of boats in Cozumel. PADI, NAUI & SSI. 
Divers Grouped According to Experience Level. 
DIVE HOUSE I ~ 42’ 12 divers max. 
== DIVE HOUSE Ii — 30’ 10 divers max. 
J5| DIVE HOUSE Ill — 46' 12 divers max. 
DIVE HOUSE IV — 35’ 10 diver max. 
ADRIANA — 28’ 6 divers max. 
Special Trips & Larger Groups Gladly Accommodated 


Dive House: 01 1-52-987-2-1953, Fax 011-52-987-2-3068 
E-mail: dive@divehouse.com 


Island Dreams: 800-346-6116 © Tropical Tours: 800-711-4700 


me Faster Boats in” Experienced Bilingual Staff 
m* SmallerGroups mS Dive Instruction 
m Lockers Available im New Pier & Beach Facilities 


Located alane Fiesta inn... 
Ai the Beach! 


Carr. Costera Sur Km 1.7 ¢ Cozumel, Q. Roo C.P. 77600 Mexico 
8 7-2382 


Phone: (987) 250-62 © Fax: (987) 221-54 


iv E Cl IN Ve RN 


“Personalized service in a professional 
atmosphere with fascinating dives.” 
Dive Shop ¢ Dive Tours ¢ Snorkeling Tours 
Scuba School ¢ Gift Shop ¢ Daily Diving Tours Every 3 Hours 
E-mail: studioblue@cozunet.finred.com.mx 


You Can’t Get Any Better or Friendlier Service Than... 


STUDIO BLUE COZUMEL 


ADOLFO ROSADO SALAS No. co 
Between Sth & 10th Ave. , P.O, Box 473 
Cozumel Q. Roo, Mex. 77600 


Phone (987) 2-44-14 Fax: (987) 2-43-30 
In Playa del Carmen (987) 3-10-88 


Fleet: Seven, 6- -passenger Boats 
One 48’ Chris Craft 


Allows scheduling according to diver’s ability. 


Specialty Trips: 

e Combo dive/deep sea fishing 
e 12-hour around the island 
e Fishing trips & charters 
Phone: 011-52-987-21651 


Fax: 011-52-987-24465 
Web: http://www.papahogs.com 


Dive Paradise 
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e Nitrox & Computers 
e All boats DAN O, 


¢ Big boat, small groups 

e Personalized service 

e Fast boats available e Early Bird dives (6 am) 

e Advanced dive trips e PADI 5-Star facility 
usa 1-800-308-5125 


Ph: 011-52-987-21007 Fax: 011-52-987-21061 
Internet: http://wwwdparadise.com 


NEWEST & MOST DYNAMIC 
DIVING OPERATION IN COZUMEL 
DIVER-FRIENDLY FAST BOATS 


1-888-266-9888 


Local 011-52-987-21210 © E-mail: agqwssc@cancun.rce.com.mx 


( flouaWortn) 


Ph: 011-52-987-21080 or 21145 
| Fax: 011-52-987-21426 


=} E-mail: caridive@rce.com.mx 


_. Daily Dive Trips—morning, afternoon & night 


¢ Small Groups ¢ Fast Custom Dive Boats 
° Experienced Bi-lingual Divemasters 
e FADI & NAUI Instructors e All Levels/Referrals 
e Hotel/Dive Packages Available 


Ph: 011-52-987-2-03-22, Ext. 4109 
Fax: 011-52-987-241-30 
P.O. Box 137, Cozumel, Q. Roo 
77600 Mexico 


S.C.U.B.A. Cozumel is the in-house dive operation for the Galapago 
Inn Dive Resort. A 5-Star PADI International Training Center with a 
staff of full-time instructors, offering all levels of certifications, a 
wide range of equipment sales & rentals and daily dive trips to the 
reefs with a fleet of 7 custom-built dive boats. All boats have VHF 
radios, oxygen, first-aid kits, Coast Guard-approved emergency 
equipment and dive platforms with step ladders. 
USA and Canada 
1-800-847-5708 
http://www.galapago.com 


* Fast Boats 

« Friendliest Staff 

e Nitrox 

e Advanced Trips 

¢ PADI Instruction 

¢ Computer Diving 

¢ 3-Tank Trips 

¢ Hotel, Air & Dive Packages 


Tel/Fax 1-800-878-8853 
(405) 878-8853 
so E-mail, USA: blubub@aol.com 
E-mail | Moyer: ibm 08] 0)0)(-1-\¢erey4ulal-) milalesre mere) a8m aay 
Talicigal-) samalan OMsAl a awe l1syel Ul t(elat-mere)payie)(e(-16)8)e)e)(-) 


¢ Your own boat (6 divers) air 
fills to 3500 psi 
¢ Your own schedule (a.m., p.m., Special times) 
e Your own dive plan (tables, computer & nitrox) 
¢ Small or large groups (4-30 people) 
¢ Free boat night dive, free U/W video 
e Free unlimited shore diving, free use of camera 
¢ For every 6 divers, one goes free! 


A VE Call for details: | 


E-mail: smcc@crl.com 
Cozumel Phone: 011-52-987-22610 
Fax: 011-52-987-21340 


: te <n ot oe safe aorsaton 
* center with a complete dive operation 


zs and training pool, restaurant and bar, changing 


rooms and showers, Dairy Queen, Subway and a 
beautiful beach. A variety of motorized and 
non-motorized watersports, horseback riding, 
ilelehietaciale acl ct tiale pu esstele|(-1 efersie-w- ale) 
wonderful snorkeling are available. 


1-888-341-5993 for Special Dive Packages 
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¢ Chichen Itza ¢ Cancun 
° Tulum ¢ Cozumel 
NV CedleorslareW-NlaliatessMmtatou olaie(-KeymY/(-><(eceMnNV Ita AoR\{<\-1ecKe)| Isla Mujeres Playa del Carmen 










flying experience, provides excellent service from our 
eight U.S. gateways to one of the most beautiful dive 
destinations in the world, Cozumel, Mexico! 
me) C=rs\>) aVc= le) atse- ale mi alie)aaar-lile)apmere)alta\eit 


Noll mg: Y= \i-\e(=\a1 mola V/->.<cerclareW-Viallatssowel Photography, Charters and Aerial Tours 


Phone *% Fase (987) 250230 


| ele rap ) 40 £). 
-800-931-/921 Aerobengna S.A, de GV. Galle 2 ows, No. 998 








Wholesale Dive Travel Specialists 
1-809-71 1 4700 (800) 346-6116 (713)973-9300 Fax (713) 973-8585 
$57-6900 Internet addresses: info@islandream.com 


oP ae cee = http://www. islandream.com/island/index.htm 
email: diver@neosoht.com 


Lamp aropical seubaniasten.com 8582 Katy Freeway, Suite 118, Houston, TX 77024 


—% _ Vacation 
[ese Hentals 


E-Mail: ccozume 
Visit 
http://www. 















2S==(tiradonna 


\(iribbean Gours s. 


-/ P.O. Box 3299 ¢ Longwood, FL 32779 
Ph: 407-774-9000 e Fax: 407-682-6000 


1-800-328-2288 


E-mail: caradonna@aol.com « Home Page: http://www.caradonna.com 


, ae, LGEANDFALL | oe —1-800-388 $329 
a PRODUCTIONS | = PH: T13-506- 7800 «FAX: 1 96-155 3 
DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL ct \ : Doge star@ghg.net_ 
800-525-3833 : 
CA: 510-794-1599 ® FAX: 510-794-1617 


E-mail: Indfall @aol.com ¢ http://ecotravel.com/landfall 


COZUMEL 


The Cozumel Dive 


Travel Wholesale Company 
Your Choice of Hotels and Special Airfares 


1-800-504-0552 _ 


CLUB CARIBBEAN DIVE & 


Your Cozumel & Cruise Ship 
Diving Specialists 


1-800-797-2582 


Phone: 601-897-6009 
Fax: 601-897-2007 
PADI Course Director and Instructors to help you 
with complete hotel, dive, air and cruise packages. 

















St. Marys River 


Mystery 


Wreck 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY HOWARD B. TOWER, JR. 


first saw her bones in 1974 but didn’t 

recognize them; perhaps because my 
mind was still on the black glass, free 
blown bottle, circa 1780, discovered 
minutes earlier. And, there was no point 
in spending time studying a jumbled 
mass of rotting timbers when my eagle 
eyed partners might be locating cannon 
balls or coins a few feet away. So, after 
a brief glance, | continued to hunt for 
artifacts. 

Scrubby Bluff, bisected by 
Interstate 95, lies on the 
Georgia side of the Saint 
Marys River, which forms the 
common border with north- 
east Florida. Thousands of 
motorists cross the river dai- 
ly, unaware that below is a 
stage on which two cen- 
turies of turbulent historical 
dramas were played. My re- 
search uncovered much in- 
formation on the site, which 
led to our first visit in 1978. 

A plantation was estab- 
lished on this bluff two 
decades before the Revo- 
lutionary War, during which a 
fort and hospital were erect- 
ed. The bluff was a 
strategic loca- 
tion because it 
offered a 
command- 
ing view of 
the Sie 
Marys. The 
opposite 
bank, a 
mere 200 
yards distant, 
was Florida—a 
loyal British 
colony. The river’s 
deep tidal, tea colored 
water was the scene of nu- 
merous bloody conflicts for five years. 
Scrubby Bluff was visited several times 
by British forces, which, at some point, 
seized, burned and sank an American 
galley armed with several cannons. 

In 1783 Florida returned to Spanish 
rule and normal plantation life at 





Above: Three solid cannon 
shots: 6, 9 and 12 pounds. 
































Above: A timber fragment 
with an oxidized iron pin. 
Left: Two padlocks, circa 

mid-1800s, found near 
Scrubby Bluff, Georgia. 


Scrubby Bluff re- 
sumed for the next 30 
years. During the War of 

1812; British forees 
stormed the St. Marys River, 
seizing St. Marys, Georgia, ten 
miles to the east. The Red Coats at- 
tempted several penetrations of the riv- 
er during a two year period. None of 
these was very successful because 
American troops, protected by the 
dense forest along the banks, poured 
volleys of musket/rifle fire at their 
English adversaries, inflicting heavy ca- 
sualties. Scrubby Bluff saw its share of 
musket and cannon fire. 

From 1815 until 1861 industry flour- 
ished at Scrubby. A sawmill turned out 
millions of board feet of lumber and vast 
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Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your non- 

diving family and friends. 


1-300-966-DIVE 


P.O. B. 2363 » Key Largo * Florida » 33037 » 305-451-3252 
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ST. MARYS RIVER 
MYSTERY WRECK 


quantities of turpentine and pine tar. 
The surrounding marsh was cultivated 
for rice and the high ground was farmed 
for tobacco. Barges and flats shipped 
these crops and products—mainstays 
for the world economy of that day—to 
Fernandina, Florida, a deepwater port 
and gateway to Europe. Owners of 
Scrubby Bluff celebrated their wealth by 
purchasing fine china and silverware 
from England and wine from France. 

But, guns at Charleston shattered 
economic prosperity. Federal troops 
seized Fernandina in 1861 and Union 
gunboats prowled the river. At Scrubby, 
Confederate forces posted lookouts 
and, from time to time, light artillery, 
which dueled with U.S. Navy warships. 
However, as the conflict progressed, 
federal strength increased and southern 
forces lost their grip on the river. By 
1865 every major plantation and indus- 
try along the St. Marys was reduced to 
ashes. 

The Civil War ended slavery and the 
plantation system but a national/world- 
wide demand for lumber sparked a re- 
birth of the sawmill industry in the 
1870s. Steam whistles blew once again 
at Scrubby and massive circular blades 
turned virgin yellow pine, cypress and 
cedar forests into building products. By 
1920 these resources were depleted 
and the sawmills dismantled. Today, 
only remnants of the riverfront docks re- 
main, mute testimony to a dynamic in- 
dustry of another era. 


DIVING THE ST. MARYS 

Our early dives began at the eastern 
end of the bluff and were very Success- 
ful. We located a polyglot collection of 
Victorian era glassware, stoneware and 
china. Unexpected discoveries were 
large, fossilized sharks’ teeth three to 
five inches long. The river bottom con- 
sists of stairstep ledges carved in lime- 
rock, dropping in increments of five to 
eight feet to a relatively flat channel 
floor. Crossing mid-channel, one en- 
counters a sandbar that tapers from the 
Florida side. 

We worked toward the bridge with 
successive dives and the closer we 
came to this arch of concrete and steel 
the older/more historic sites we discov- 
ered. Within 200 feet (east side) of I-95 
we found two 30 pound Parrett shells 
and numerous iron grape shot 1.5 inch- 
es in diameter, vestiges of Civil War bat- 
tles. The river bottom was littered with 
broken china and we recovered a large 
quantity of glassware, circa 1830 to 
1860. 

Just west of the bridge, on acold 


January day, | discovered the 18th cen- 
tury rum bottle mentioned earlier while 
my companions found several solid 
shots of various sizes. During this hunt, 
100 feet west of the bridge and 50 feet 
from shore, | noticed the bottom began 
to slope upward even though | was 
heading toward mid-stream. Moments 
later | realized | was on the top of a sub- 
merged island that was littered with tim- 
bers/beams embedded deeply in the 
compact mud/sand. As mentioned, | 
quickly moved on but what | saw settled 
in the recesses of my mind. 

During the next eight years, | discov- 
ered numerous historic sites, including 
several shipwrecks, and developed in- 
terpretive skills concerning wrecks of 
different periods. One day in 1982 | real- 
ized what I’d seen at Scrubby Bluff was 
not jumbled timbers but a wreck. | con- 
tacted an archaeologist from South 
Carolina who had worked closely with 
me and asked him to discuss my dis- 
covery with archaeologists in Georgia 
and see if they would be interested in 
visiting the site. It should be noted the 
Georgia archaeological establishment 
had shown little interest in working with 
divers, so | thought my friend in South 
Carolina could spark their interest in the 
wreck and, perhaps, in working with 
me. 

On a hot summer day two archaeolo- 
gists and | visited the wreck and con- 
ducted a study of visible dock remains. 
They were very excited by what they 
saw and declared the wreck to be more 
than 100 years old and historic. But, no 
one could determine exactly what type 
of vessel it was or what its cargo was, if 
any. One archaeologist, unable to cope 
with the dark water and current, kept 
getting lost and my companion and | 
spent a good deal of our time rescuing 
him. Everyone agreed more work, using 
a dredge, would be necessary to dis- 
cover additional clues. 

My next visit, during winter, witha 
noted U/W archaeologist, was interest- 
ing to say the least. An air compressor 
was trailered to the bank adjacent to the 
wreck. At the archaeologist’s bidding | 
manhandled a hose and a 20 foot sec- 
tion of PVC pipe out to the wreck. A 
chicken farmer on shore operated the 
compressor. 

In an upright position the pipe ex- 
tended five feet above the surface and 
the monstrous compressor created 
such an updraft that water soewed high 
into the air, a giant blackwater fountain. 
At the edge of the wreck, between two 
frames, we sucked away decades of 
mud, digging a trench two feet wide, 
three feet deep and six feet long. Our 
first observations were the marks of Cir- 
cular saw blades on the vessel’s 
frames, proof the craft was constructed 








after 1840. It was also clear the vessel 
had been sunk for an extended period 
of time. The water at Scrubby is brack- 
ish, a mixture of fresh and saltwater. 
The iron pins—more than an inch in di- 
ameter—used throughout the ship were 
So corroded they could be snapped like 
matchsticks. The iron, in most cases, 
was reduced to an oxide. 

We found no cargo and, after pulling 
an iron bolt from a timber, the archaeol- 
ogist decided it was time to quit. 
Several days later | wrote a letter to 
Georgia officials offering to formally re- 
linquish any interest in the wreck and, in 
oral communication, encouraged the 
state to excavate the site. Years passed 
and | never heard a word from the state. 

But, as time permitted, | continued to 
dive the river around Scrubby and found 
two anchors. One of them has a shank 
nearly 14 feet long and, from the condi- 
tion of the iron, must have been lost 
more than 200 years ago. The other, 
crafted about 1850, weighed more than 
200 pounds. The possibility of an adja- 
cent wreck prompted a careful search, 
my light stabbing three feet in the dark- 
ness, but nothing was discovered. 

Also, in subsequent years, | shared 
my information concerning Scrubby 
Bluff and the wreck with another diver. 
He, with a friend, began exploring the 
vessel. They discovered two iron 
plpes—more than four inches in diame- 
ter—extending upward from the side 
closest to shore, an indication the ship 
was steam powered. If so, its engine is 
entombed under sand and mud. Also, a 
block or brick measuring 9 by 15 by 3.5 
inches was discovered in the wreckage 
(it may be cargo). It appears to have 
been cast ina mold and is not metallic. 
A one-eighth inch thick layer, which 
chemically reacted with the water, is 
black and can be pulled away easily, ex- 
posing a hard pale green substance. At 
this writing it has not been analyzed. 

The wreck’s identity is a mystery but 
explorations over the years have devel- 
oped useful information. She was well 
built, as least 60 feet long and perhaps 
15 feet wide, constructed of hardwood, 
perhaps oak, sometime after 1840. 
There is evidence of machinery on 
board and some sort of cargo, which in- 
dicated the craft was lost while en- 
gaged in commerce. The condition of 
the wreck strongly suggests she was 
lost prior to the 1880s, possibly as early 
as the 1840s. The “island” of sand/mud 
in which the wreck is embedded was 
formed as the river cut into the existing 
bank over the decades—the vessel was 
docked when it sank. 

The site can be found with ease. 
About 100 feet west of the I-95 bridge 
at the edge of the river stands a dead 
pine tree with its bark gone and its roots 


exposed by the shifting river. The wreck 
is directly out from this natural marker. 
Its depth is about 15 feet maximum. 

Any blackwater dive, and the Saint 
Marys River in particular, is challenging. 
Divers must be mature, confident of 
their abilities and have advanced train- 
ing. Among the potential hazards are 
low visibility, current, snags, snakes and 
alligators. 

In 1986 Georgia’s Antiquities Law 
was revised and, while one can explore, 
observe and photograph the state's 
submerged cultural resources, recovery 
of submerged antiquities requires a per- 
mit. For more information, write the 
Georgia Department of Natural Re- 
sources, attention: State Archaeologist, 
Historic Preservation Section, 205 
Butler Street, SE, Suite 1462, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30334-1703. 

A company called Underwater As- 
sociates is interested in any information 
developed as aresult of your explo- 
ration or research concerning this or 
other sites in the Southeast. Interested 
persons should write to Underwater 
Associates, 3332 Eman Drive, Jack- 
sonville, FL 32216. = 
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THE MELANESIAN DISCOVERER: Mel- 
anesian Tourist Services now offers 
three, seven night unlimited dive cruis- 
es in the Trobriand Islands aboard the 
live-aboard Melanesian Discoverer in 
May 1997. 

The Melanesian Discoverer features 
21 air-conditioned cabins with private 
facilities, video monitor and full picture 
windows. The well appointed ship of- 
fers inflatable dive tenders, full dive 
gear, dining room, bar lounge, a library 
and professional dive crew. The vessel 
is amember of the Small Luxury Hotels 
of the World. 

Each cruise features an expert guest 
lecturer who provides evening briefings 
on the fascinating culture practices, art 
forms and way of life unique to each is- 
land group. Shore excursions to the 
various islands are included. 

Dive packages including the Mel- 
anesian Discoverer and the Loloata 
Island Resort are available, as well as 
optional land arrangements to the 
Sepik River and Highlands. 

For more information, write to Mel- 
anesian Tourist Services, 302 W. Grand 
Avenue, Suite 10-B, El Segundo, CA 
90245 or phone (810) 785-0370; fax 
(310) 785-0314. = 
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BAUER UTILUS-10G 
PORTABLE COMPRESSOR 
(Continued from Page 36) 


have to worry about. 

With the Utilus 10-G, air filtration be- 
gins with a removable telescopic intake 
shaft. This four piece segmented PVC 
tube raises the air intake to nearly three 
feet above the engine exhaust. Air then 
passes through the moisture removal 
system. There are three condensation 
separator valves, two at the filter and 
one intermediate valve between the 
stages. The three drain valves are sim- 
ole compression spring twist knobs— 
twist to drain condensate, let go and 
they close themselves. For the final pu- 
rification step air is cooled to 18 to 27°F 
above ambient then sent along to the 
patented Triplex filtration system. In 
simple terms, this system consists of a 
separator and cartridge chamber. The 
separator removes any liquid oil and 
water particles and the Triplex long-life 
filter cartridge removes any residual oil 
and water vapor. All that is left for your 
tank (and lungs) is pure, fresh, odorless 
air every time. 


Diesel 





forward on the hinged motor plate, de- 
taching the V-belt from the motor pulley, 
then withdrawing the gas engine and re- 
placing it with the electric motor drive. 
The setup is completely modular and 
each type of engine fits into the mounting 
frame the same way. The engine and 
compressor both have handles and can 
be easily removed from the noncorrodi- 
ble aluminum frame and stored separate- 
ly for soace conscious travel. 

For internal dependability, the Utilus- 
10 uses only approved compressor oil 
that is specially formulated for its non- 
carbonizing effects, anti-corrosive prop- 
erties, minimum emulsification of con- 
densation in the crankcase and toxilogi- 
cal and physiological suitability. 

The telescopic intake shaft breaks into 
four pieces and is stored in special slots 
behind the V-belt cover. The bottom of 
the frame also has three rubber vibration 
dampening cushions. 

If you don’t want to limit your dive possi- 
bilities, a portable, high pressure air com- 
oressor offers a tremendous amount of 
freedom and flexibility. The Bauer Utilus- 
10 has a outstanding reputation for reliabil- 
ity and quality and, with a choice of power- 
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*Time required to fill an 80 cubic foot tank from 500 to 3000 psi. 


HONDA GAS ENGINE 

There is a good reason Bauer has cho- 
sen a Honda engine as the powerplant for 
the Utilus- 10G—Honda manufactures 
some seriously reliable engines and this 
dynamo is no exception. The simple and 
smooth mechanics make this powerplant 
exceptionally easy to use. With the well 
thought out, clearly illustrated manual, 
even the most mechanically disinclined will 
find operating the choke, fuel levers and 
rotary on/off switch a breeze. The engine 
automatically shuts down if the oil level 
gets too low and there is a spark arrestor 
for added safety. The fuel tank capacity is 
three-quarters of a gallon, which allows 
nearly three hours of continual operation 
(approximately nine tanks of air). 

The compressor we had for review had 
a five horsepower, four cylinder engine 
with the recoil (pull cord) starter. If you 
prefer, a diesel engine or an electric (sin- 
gle phase 230 volt/60Hz or three phase 
230 volt/A60HZ) engine is available. The 
engineers at Bauer have made it particu- 
larly simple to swap the gas engine for an 
electric motor drive. It’s just a matter of 
twisting off a few thumbscrews, remov- 
ing the V-belt guard, rocking the engine 


plants, the convenience of its modular set- 
up and the patented Triplex filtration sys- 
tem, offers a superior set of features. 

The Utilus-10G retails for $4,400 and 
comes with everything you'll need for your 
first airfills except fuel. For more informa- 
tion on Bauer’s complete line of air com- 
pressors, contact Bauer at 1328 Azalea 
Garden Road, Norfolk, VA 23502 or call 
(757) 855-6006; fax (757) 857-1041. = 





DRAGERDIVE GOES INTERNET: Drager- 
Dive is now on the World Wide Web. 
There is current information about prod- 
ucts and services, as well as the latest 
news about DragerDive events. The in- 
formation is constantly being updated. 
There is also information about the other 
companies in the DragerDive group. 

DragerDive’s Internet address is 
http://www.draeger.com. = 











Rates $498.00 for 6 consecutive ads, $768.00 for a full year. 
Add $81.00 1st line Bold. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY 
COPY via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. 
DEADLINE: 28th of 3rd month prior to issue date. Send 
copy and payment to Overseas Divers’ Directory, SKIN 
DIVER Magazine, 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90048-5515. For more information call (213) 782-2245. 





HEMINGWAYS ADVENTURE DIVING IN AFRICA 800- 443- 0799 
Combine a SAFARI with diving. Hemingways on Kenya 
Coast experience real Africa above and below the water. Call 


FAX:415 442-0289 
800-247-3483 

Fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 


for prices & customized itineraries 
MANTA REEF LODGE 

Pemba Islands only dive resort. 
East Africa absolutely best diving. 


pguures wildlife safaris. Discounted airfares. = 





DOCKYARD DIVERS 809- A60- 1178 Fax 809- A60- 1179 
Nelson’s Dockyard Box 184 St. John’s Antigua 

Antigua's beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational 
sites within 1 mile. ‘Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. 





Ph: 011- 2978- 60096 
Complete PADI Dive Ctr. US. Bookings Agent KJ 
1-800-450-2084 full watersport fac. located at Aruba Palm 
Beach Resort. Hotel pick-up srv. dive pkgs. 40’ boat. 


UNIQUE SPORTS OF ARUBA 


PELICAN WATERSPORTS Ph. 011-2978-31228 
PADI INT'L Dive Center, Fax 011-2978-32655 
wreck, reef, night dives. Instruction, equipment. 

Complete watersports activities. _ : 


AUSTRALIA — | 
ATLANTIC CLIPPER/ 0Z DIVE 1 -800- 472-7234 
Dive and sail aboard our 140 ft brigantine tall masted ship 
on Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. 1, 2 or 3 night live-aboard 
packages with daily departures from $120. 

AURIGA BAY II-EXCLUSIVE ADVENTURE DIVING 800-443-0799 
Far Northern GBR/Coral Sea-10 divers in a/c cabins $995- 
$2695. Family or small group charters available. Dive with 
the “Original Specialists” 415 442-0799/fax 415 442-0289 
AUSTRALIA’S FINEST—THE REEF EXPLORER 800-443-0799 
Most exp. owner-operated boat for “Off The Beaten Track”. 
Coral Sea/Far North GBR, 10 divers/4 crew. A/C cabins $900- 
$2750 (up to 40 dives) 415-442-0799/fax 415-442-0289 
DEEP SEA DIVERS DEN Ph 61-70-312223 Fax 61-70-311210 
P.O. Box 5264 Cairns Qid 4870. Specializing in 3 day, 2 night 
live-aboard cruises. Daily to Outer Barrier Reef. Courses 

to instructor level. 5 Star PADI Dive Ctr. Boat Charters. 
#1 PACIFIC STAR. 800-247-3483 
Unique Coral Sea & Great Barrier Reef Fax 206-441-5431 
expeditions aboard the 62 foot catamaran 206-441-3483 
PACIFIC STAR. Beautiful. Regular departures. 





LEARN TO DIVE ** PRO DIVE CAIRNS 800 443-0799 
PADI 5 STAR CENTER. Full certif. courses from $320.00. 
Weekly classes/all equip AND 3 days/2 nights on live-aboard 
included! More!! fax 6170 519955/call 6170 315255 
PRO DIVE WHITSUNDAY PH. 61 79 466508 Fax 61 79 465007 
Great Barrier Reef 3 day 3 night dive/sail cruises. 

One day reef adventure tours. PADI 5 star centre with 
courses from beginner to instructor level. 

EXOTIC DIVE ADVENTURES - REEF EXPLORER 800-886-7321 
Australia’s Finest! Off the beaten track!! Far Northern GBR and 
Outer Coral Sea. For experienced divers & u/w photographers. 
Max 10 divers! 11 nt/12 days @$2993.00. pp/fax 415-258-9115 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA Aussie Direct 800-241-7690 





P.O. Box 6592, Cairns QLD 4870 Australia Fax 61 70-312739 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 
nts. Large Live-board TAKA II, A/C.“The Friendly Alternative” 
TUSA DIVE PH. 61-70-311248/ Ex Cairns, to the GBR. 
Day trips, nitrox & rebreather courses, custom live-aboard 
charters. Fax: 6170315221. tusa@c130.gone.net.au http:// 
www.abcaus.com/mall/tusa/index. htm 1-800-472-7234 ozdive 





BAHAMAS 


"PH 809-393-5644. 1-800-398-DIVE 


BAHAMA DIVERS 
P.O. Box 5004, Nassau. PADI 5 Star. Walls, Blue Hole, 
Wrecks & Rsrt. courses. Referrals NASDS & NAUI. Author. 
dealer Bahama Pro, Sherwood & Dacor. FAX 809/393-6078. 


BAHAMA ISLAND ADVENTURES 1-800-329-1337 
Bimini & Chub Cay — Great Diving, Great Islands, Great People!! 
3 days/2 nights = $349. Includes: Airfare, hotel, 3 dives/day. 
Free Breakfast & Lunch. Call for Brochure. Group Rates. 

BILL & NOWDLA KEEFE’S BIMINI 1-800-348-4644 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES _ Dive the best of the BAHAMAS, 
w/Bill & Nowdla Keefe. Reefs, Wrecks & Walls. Superb Diving! 
Great Pkgs! PO Box 693515 Miami FL 33269 Fax 305-652-9148 
BRITISH COLONIAL/SUN DIVERS 1-800-258-4786 
Great 4 day/3 night packages starting at $278 per pers. 

Free non-motorized water sports, private beach. Leave 

from our dock, one 2-tank dive dly (2 dys) 1-tank, wt. belt. 
CAPTAIN JOE’S LIVE-ABOARD DIVING 1-305-944-2992 
MIAMI Live-aboard Dive Boat Groups Only up to 10 wk 
trips Miami-Bimini-Freeport-Nassau wrecks-reefs-wall dives 
Capt. Joe 970 N.E 144 St., North Miami, FL 33131 

DIVERS DOWN, ABACO 800-327-1584 
Treasure Cay, Bahamas. Barrier Reef, Wreck, Catacombs. 
All levels instruction, rentals, magnificent 3.5 mile beach. 
Packages. Fax 305-525-1699 
DIVERS HAVEN PH 800-393-0869 
P.O. Box N-1658, Nassau, Bahamas, PADI 5 Star Facility. 
Private Instruction & Referrals. Daily Tours 

Hotel & Cruise Ship Shuttle. Fax 305-393-3695 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE, ANDROS ISLAND BAHAMAS 
809-368-2014; US/CAN 800-223-6961. 35 years diving 
walls and blue holes of Andros. One-on-one specialty diving. 
Free Resort Course. Families welcome. All-inclusive rates. 
VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER(800) 383-6480 (809) 333-2309 
Box 1, Harbour Island Bahamas, 2 tank AM, 1 tank & snorkel PM. 
Reef, wreck, cavern, cave, famous current cut drift, night. 
All levels of instruction. Out island charm Big Isl. equip. 
XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES, FREEPORT 1-800-327-8150 
Famous shark feed, Wreck, Reef and Night dives. PADI/SSI. 
Only NITROX facility in Freeport/Lucaya. Photo/Video Avail. 
Group/Ind Pkgs 809-352-3811, Fax 809-352-4731 


BARBADOS 


DIVE BOAT SAFARI PH 246-427-4350 Fax 246-436-8946 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals cert courses. 
Packages avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest 
prices/island. B’DOS HILTON NEEDHAM’S PT P.O. BOX 510 
DIVE HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS AT SANDY LANE HOTEL 
Fauna & fun in one experience! Small groups, fully equip 32 ft. 
boat, all PADI certs. PIRA member. Ph/Fax: 246-432-0931. 
Internet: www.world-traveler.com/barbados/high.htmi 





EXPLORESUB BARBADOS 

PADI 5 Star Facility Dive Svc. Certification. 
Specialties, Medic First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ 
Church, Barbados, W.I. Fax: (246) 428-4674 
WEST SIDE SCUBA CENTRE TEL/FAX 809-432-2558 
Rsrt courses, all levels of PADI instruction, reef and wreck 
diving, group pkgs available, Holetown, St. James. 
http://www.world-traveler.com/barbados/high.html 


(246) 435-6542 





AMIGOS DEL MAR Ph 011501262706 FAX 501-26-2648 
First class service. P.O. Box 53 San Pedro Town Ambergris 
Caye Belize. PADI instruction, night & atoll dives, hotel & dive 
packages. Rentals. Experienced divemasters & instructors. 


BELIZE YACHT CLUB 1-800-938-0860 
Stay at the exclusive Belize Yacht Club. Full service 

dive operation. Blue Hole trips. 1, 2, 3, day trips 

Fax 011501 262892 

BELIZE TRADEWINDS DIVE PACKAGE 800-451-7776 
PARADISE VILLAS condominiums on Ambergris Caye. 

1 & 2 Bedroom units on the ocean. Fantastic Diving! 
Discount Air available. Call for brochures 

BLUE MARLIN LODGE 800-688-0286 OR 800-798-1558 
Full service dive resort on top Belize’s Barrier Reef. Scuba 
instruction, Inland Tours, 3 dives daily, 2 night dives. Unlimited 
shore diving (weather permit) Fax 011-501-522296 
CORAL BEACH 800-247-3483 Fax 206-441-5431 
Without a doubt the best value on Ambergris Caye. 
Accommodations, meals, diving, taxes and air from Belize 
City - only $750 weekly. That’s right - only $750 weekly. 
DANGRIGA DIVE CENTRE 1-800-673-8813 
Year-round diving and fabulous Inland Adventure Tours. 
Also ideal for non-divers call Global Travel Club (USA) 

Tel: 409-925-1388 Fax 713-882-7942 UK Tel: 1 268-541732 
GAZ’S BELIZE DIVE CENTER 1-800-938-0860 
Book direct and save on hotels, diving, jungle tours. 

We live in Belize. 7 day packages start 

as low as $399 dbl. occ. 1-800-938-0860 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT 1-800-423-3114 
Air-conditioned beachfront villas on a private island. The 
only diving resort on the Blue Hole atoll. Pristine reefs as 
they used to be. 3 dives/day, night. Airstrip. 

MANTA RESORT—GLOVERS ATOLL 1-800-326-1724 
12 acre private island resort on southern most atoll. 

Virgin wall diving. Fantastic food. White sand-warm sea. 

Ph. 310-937-6468 310-937-6473 
PLACENCIA DIVE SHOP, KITTY'S PLACE - Placencia, Belize 
Enjoy a wilderness of cayes, reef, and natural sandy beaches. Full 
resort, apartments, fishing, diving, jungle trips. Scuba Instruction. 
Call 1-888-HI-KITTY (445-4889). Fax 011-501-62-3226 
ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX www.teleport.com/~belize 
Intro-nitrox certs. Overwater cabanas. Top quality food & diving, 
instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. Belize: 
501-212121 (e-mail: aw2trav2wbz@aol.com) 800-678-6871 
TURNEFFE FLATS 800-815-1304 
Quality, personalized diving from our private resort on the 
Turneffe Atoll — the Heart of Belize’s best diving. Please 
call for details. 605-578-1304. 
TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE 800-874-0118 
100 world class dive sites on Turneffe Atoll. Cross over/ 
certification. Newly renovated private 10 acre full service 
resort with exquisite Caribbean cuisine. 


VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE 1-800-633-4734 


Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, Resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. 
Call Intemational Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. 





BERMUDA 


1-888-DO-A-DIVE PH 441-236-6339 


FANTASEA DIVING 
Darrell's Wharf Paget PG0O1 Centrally located. 
PADI 5 STAR Dive Center. 1 & 2 tank wreck & reef dives. 
PADI certification & referral. Fx 441-236-8926 
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NAUTILUS DIVING PH 441-295-9485 FAX 441-234-5180 
Bermuda’s only two centrally located PADI 5 Star Inst. Development 
Centers. Wreck & reef dives and continuing diver education daily, 
wrecks from the 16th century to early 1900s. Fax 441 295-1914 
SCUBALOOK = CALL (441) 293-7319 FX (441) 295-2421 
At Grotto Bay Beach Hotel, Hamilton Parish minutes from 
Marriott’s Castle Harbour, 1&2 tank, reef, wreck, night & 
discover scuba dives. PADI certification, snorkeling. 


SUNSPORTS DIVE CENTER-BEQUIA U.S./CANADA 800-525-3833 
Discover pristine reefs & uncrowded boats with Sunsports 
a PADI full service dive center located on Bequia. Afford- 
able pkgs avail. LANDFALL ADV TVL CA- 910/794- 1599 


BONAIRE 


BLACK DURGON INN/BONAIRE SCUBA CTR 800-526-2370 
P.O. Box 775, Morgan, NJ 08879 U.S.A Fax 908-583-0478 
Truly a unique priv. dive resort/apartments. NJ-908-566-8866 
Excel. div/snork from the property. The reef is our back yard. 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES/CARIB INN 011-5997-8405 Fx 011-5997-8605 
P.O. Box 216, affordable-clean-quiet 1-2 br. bung a/c cable TV, 
well equip. kitchn, hot shower, garden dive pkgs & car rental 
avail year-round charters 54’ dix motoryacht to other islands. 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 1-800-288-4773 
Sand Dollar Dive & Photo complete photo facility. 
Oceanfront Condos—your home away from home. Come 
and enjoy Bonaire’s most unique diver friendly resort. 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR 011-599-7-8529 
c/o Touch the Sea, P.O. Box 369, Bonaire, N. A. Unique 
diving experiences: marine creatures, photos, much more. 
Reservations recommended. (Closed July thru October). 


: BRAZIL 


FERNANDO DE NORONHA > 1-800- 990- 3839 
Bay of Dolphins, Caves. A Very Special Place, 
For Very Special Divers Wrecks, Sharks, Turtles, 
Atlantis Divers, Duet Travel, Adventure Travel, 


BRITISH VIRGIN. 
ISLANDS 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 

P.O. Box 846, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.I. 
Mike & Keith Royle—PADI Instructors. Dive tours, Intro 
courses, Rentals, Air fills, Rendezvous. FAX-809-494-0198 
PROMENADE CRUISE 800-526-5503; 809-494-3853/Fx 5577 
Luxury 65’ sailing yacht. Divers, companions & families. 
Great cuisine, fine wines all included. Very upmarket. 

Fro 1-12 guests. Diver & nondiver rates. Many watertoys 


CAYMAN ISLAND 


CAYMAN BRAC DIVING SUNBURST HIDEAWAYS 800-972-9795 
Deluxe beachfront homes/condo rentals $88-$178 day. 

1-5 br, fully equipped. Discount dive, air packages. Call Jim, 
Brac vacation specialist since 1987. Fax: 541-426-4863. 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACH HOME PH 203-866-1928 
Spectacular snki/diving off your own beach. $650/week. 
Secluded 2 bdrm 2 bath private south side home/ 

Brac Aquatics dive package available. 

CAYMAN BRAC GETAWAY PH 970-226-5489 
Oceanfront fully equipped private homes for rent. 

$65 — $195/day dive, air, car pkg. avail w/Brac Aquatic. 
Reference. Fax 970-282-0969 http://AP-USA.com/getaway 
OCEAN FRONTIERS EAST END 809-947-7500 
Grand Cayman’s new frontier, pristine diving, small groups, 
new boat, free pick-ups, 7 nites, 6 days diving $555 pp.do. 
Internet http://www.oceanfrontiers.com 













a 
& 
| | 
4 


809/494-2847 









128 SKIN DIVER DECEMBER 1996 









PIRATES POINT RESORT, LTD. PH 345 948-1010 
Little Cayman, B.W.|. Best Wall Diving in the Caribbean. 
Gourmet dining. All inclusive packages. 

New dive boat/pool/spa. Direct booking FAX 345 948-1011 
Randy Soto, SOTO’S CRUISES CAYMAN 809-947-4576 
(At SOTO’S 4X4 RENTALS) 15% Disc. Show Alrline Ticket. 
Private Trips/Stingray City/North & West Walls. “SOTO,” 

A Name You Can Trust,” Fax 809-945-1527 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 1-800-262-7686 
Direct to the consumer super savings on diving, packages 
and training. 40 Years Experience. Rated #1 in Customer 
Service PLUS Cayman Madness. One Call Does It all. 
TORTUGA DIVERS — EAST END 800-748-8733 
Go East for Cayman’s best diving. Located at Morritt’s Tortuga Club 
w/pkgs at this deluxe resort or nearby cottages and inn. Call Great 
Southern Island Adventures at 601-353-7547/fax 601-353-7559. 





DIVING IN HAINAN—SOUTH SEA INT'L OCEAN CLUB 
PADI facility, Scubapro equip, shore dives, boat dives, wreck dives all 
avail. here. We can handle your travel arrangement as well. Call our 
agent in sky Sel a Tel: 852-28542722. Fax:852-28156168 





is COSTA RICA i 


AQUAVENTURAS PADI FACILITY & ECOVENTURES 800-367-5960 
Small dive groups. U/W photo svc. E-6 proc. Whalessharks, 
turtles, rays, etc. Rainforest trips. Whitewater rafting, 
birding, active volcanos, wind surfing, w/air packages. 

BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS. 800-247-3483 
Beautiful La Costa Resort and Fax 206-441-5431 
Costa Rica’s #1 dive operator. 206-441-3483 
Complete air/land/dive packages. 

BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS US/CANADA 800-525-3833 
International reputation for friendly service & world class diving. 
Turtles, mantas, and sharks located at dive sites minutes from 
your resort. Green Season Specials CA. 510-794-1599 
EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS 1-800-525-3833 
Costa Rica’s premier dive resort Pacific Coast. Prolific 
pelagics, year-round diving. Info El Octoal Diving P.O. Box 
025216 Miami FL 33102-5216 Fax 506-670-0083 
LA SIRENA, COSTA RICA Toll Free 1-888-LSirena 
Dive through “walls” of fish and encounter sharks, mantas, 
and turtles. Personal and complete service with a club-like 
atmosphere. FREE info., http://www.costarica. org/sirena/ 
TROPIC WORLD DIVING STATION 506 661 2039 Fx 506-661-2069 
P.O. Box 1504-4050 Alajuela Costa Rica. PADI courses. 
Daily schedule of 1 & 2 tanks dive, night diving. Tambor 
Beach Resort 5x all inclusive pkgs. avail. 


CURACAO 





DUTCH CARIBBEAN RESORTS 1-800-327-3286 
Stay in modern fully furn. apts in prime resort areas, nr top 
dive sites. 3, 4 & 7 nt pkgs. from $279, incl’s diving w/Underwater 
Curacao rent. car, tax & svc chrgs, “meet & escort” airport svc. 
LIONS DIVE HOTEL & UNDERWATER CURACAO. 

Bapor Kibra 2/n tel. 599-9-618100 fax 539-9-618200. 

Full svc PADI 5 IDC Dive Center. entrance Nat. underwater park. 
38’ 40’ dive boats, dive pkg./grp rates avail. Direct booking 
Princess Divers/Princess Beach 800/9dancer or 800/3273286 
Princess Divers, on the ground of Crowne Plaza Princess 
Beach Resort & Casino, is a PADI 5-Star Peter Hughes 
Facility. Dive pkg. & instruction video, photo & more. 
DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 





PUNTA CANA DIVE CENTER Ph 809-221-2262 Fx 809-686-0165 
Full service PADI dive center with multi-lingual staff, located 
in beautiful Punta Cana Beach Resort. 

“Barrier” reef is only 5 min. away all inclusive avail. 





SAMANA DIVING, “El Portillo Beach Resort.” Best diving of the 
island 4 days 3 nights pkg from U.S. $487.00 p/p all inclusive 
ask for brochure and information Tel: (809) 240-6100. Prieto 
Tours EPS A-204 7801 N.W. 37th. St. Miami, FL 33166-6559 
TREASURE DIVERS FAX/TEL 1-809-523-4819/5320 
South: Don Juan B. R., Boca Chica—Caves, Wrecks 

West: Rivera Beach R., Barahona—Sharks, Rays 

Overnight Diving Safari and sailing—diving excursions 





~ 800-554-2SEA 


CRYSTAL DIVERS/LOMALOMA RESORT 
Discover the unexplored reefs of the Northern Lau Group. 
Personalized diving, private island resort - 7 oceanfront 


Bures, int’l cuisine. Indiv/grp pkgs. § Ph/fax 415-566-6672 
DIVE KADAVU MATANA RESORT FIJI BEST FOR LESS 
Virgin Reefs—4 dives per day 
Bure accommodation—E-6 Lab 

Ph. 011-679-311780 Fax 011-679-303860 
DIVE TAVEUNI RESORT 800-247-3483 
World-class topside and underwater. Fax 206-441-5431 
Dive world renowned Somosomo 206-441-3483 
Straits. Complete air/land/dive packages. 
MARLIN BAY RESORT U.S./Canada 800-525-3833 
Luxury styled resort on BEQA LAGOON. Excel. accom., 
grt. food, friendly staff, and legendary Fiji diving. Complete 
indiv/grp pkgs. LANDFALL ADV. TRVL. CA. 510-794-1599 
MOODY’S NAMENA ISLAND 800-348-3436 FAX 916-783-2995 
Dive/snorkel renown Namena Barrier Reef, minutes from 
private island comfort, deserted beaches, only 10 guests, 
air/land packages available at reasonable cost. Call now 
VATULELE ISLAND RESORT 800-828-9146 
16 luxury beachfront villas. Enjoy gourmet cuisine and pristine 
diving conditions. Only Five Star Resort with PADI facility 
instruction member relais chateaux http://www.vatulele. com 


GALAPAGOS  |m 


AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate 
dive boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! 

Free video available. ph/303-494-8384 fax/303-494-1202 
GALAPAGOS—Y ou, 9 other divers and our licensed naturalist 
will live aboard yacht to explore more islands than any other 
Galapagos expedition. | FREE BROCHURE (510) 420-1550 
Inca Floats, Inc. 1311D 63rd St., Emeryville, CA 94608 
GALAPAGOS’ FINEST “MISTRAL” 800-247-2925 
Best itin. from 8 to 21 days. Expert guiding, safety, exper., 
personalized svc. For charters or individuals land extensions 
available. Quasar Nautica/Tumbaco Fax (305) 592-7060 
LAMMER LAW—95 ft. Trimarine US/CANADA 800-525-3833 
Experience unique u/w and topside wildlife encounters 
aboard this elegant diver dedicated live-aboard. 

LANDFALL ADVENTURE TRAVEL CA. 510-794-1599. 








CALYPSO DIVING CENTRE, AGIOS GORDIS BEACH 661/53101 
Marasli Street 24 Corfu, Greece. Ideal for families, FAX 661/53369 


singles or Irg parties. Half board accom. FAX 661/34319 


Excellent diving for novices & expert. PADI dvg school 





GRENADA 


SCUBA EXPRESS 809-444-2133 





TRUE BLUE INN 809-444-2000 
Dive the Caribbean’s largest shipwreck the “Blanca C”. 
PADI approved resort & dive operation. Certifications. 
1 & 2 bedroom self-contained apts. & cottages on waterfront. 


LaSOURCE Ph 800-549-3483 Fax 305-672- 
9861 Luxury all-inclusive beach resort with massages, 
facials etc. PADI certificate $400-over 25 sites, Bianca C, 
night dives, all-included for certified divers. 











~4- 800-950-DIVE 
1-808-879-DIVE 


BILLS SCUBA SHACK 

2349 S. Kihei Rd. Kihei, HI 96753 
PADI-NITROX CENTER-IANTD 
Rentals, Retail, Boats, Certifications. 
DAN’S DIVE SHOP-PADI 5 STAR 1-800-527-6377 
660 Ala Moana Blvd. Honolulu, HI. 96813 1-808-536-6181 
Dive “Y0257” Wreck, Rainbow Reef, etc. Call for free Info. 


Retail, Rental, Air & Repair. Best Service & Best Prices. 


DIVE MAKAI CHARTERS 808/329-2025 
P.O. Box 2955, Kailua-Kona, H| 96745. Private PADI Instruction. 
Diving with a difference—we care! Write to Tom & Lisa. 


Rated Kona’s best every year since ‘76 by Undercurrent. 


DIVE MAUI PH 808-667-2080 
900 Front St., Lahaina HI 96761. Outer island tours. Walls, 
caverns, sea turtles, pinnacles, reefs! PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS, 
EANX training. Great dives great prices! offshore@maui.net 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES _ 1-800-635-1273 
P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, H! 96753 808-879-3584 
“Dive w/ERDA and experience the best Maui has to offer”. 
SkinDiver 1/95. Call for a FREE comprehensive info. pkg. 


ECO-ADVENTURES in Hawaii 800-949-DIVE/FAX 808-329-7091 


Fun 2-tank charters w/lunch; blue-water & long range dives. 
Manta dives; ANDI Nitrox; PADI 5x IDC, Air/Room/Car pkgs. 
43’ Vessel. “no worry atmosphere” = ecodive@ilhawaii.net 


HAWAIIAN DIVERS 1-800-525-7234 1-808-329-5662/329-2243 


Fun charters manta, night dives, referrals/instruction/tech 
room/car pkgs. Great dives, best prices/small group charters. 
E-mail: hawdiver@hawaiian-divers.com PADI/SSI/IANTD/NITROX 


JACK’S DIVING LOCKER 1-800-345-4807/1-808-329-7585 


75-5819 Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 Retail, Rentals, fun crew; 
2 boats; night mantas; non-scary intro dives. Photo/video; 
SSI/NAUI/PAD|*& & & www. ilhawaii.net/~dive 
KONA COAST DIVERS Professionalism since 1967 
http:/Awww.konacoastdivers.com NAUI*SSlePADI 5 * IDC 
E-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net One stop facility/Boat 
800/562-3483 © 808/329-8802 ¢ Fax 808/329-5741 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. 1-800-998-3483 
Explore Maui, Molokini & Lanai daily on our new 48’ jet boats. 
One stop facility for charters, rentals, retail & training (PADI 5, 
SSI, NAUI) at 143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui (lahainadivers.com) 
MANTA RAY DIVES OF HAWAII, INC 1-800-98MANTA 
24 hr. resv. Scuba tours, certification, equipment rentals, 
sportfishing charters, snorkel tours. Come stay with us at 
the Kona Surf Resort & Country Club on 550 acres of Kona. 
MAUI DIVE SHOP—Kihei, Lahaina, Kahului (800) 542-3483 
P.O. Box 1018, Kihei, Maui, Hl 96753, FAX 808/871-5149 
Maui’s Largest dvg retailer, 9 is! locations, Dly Boat 
charters, scuba lessons, rentals, PADI 5 Star Facility. 

MIKE SEVERNS DIVING (808) 879-6596 
P.O. BOX 627, Kihei, Maui, Hi 96753. Relaxed, personal, 
informative diving for certified divers and photographers. 
Guided by Hawaii Biologist. Max 6 divers. 


SANDWICH ISLE DIVERS 75-5729 Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, Hl 96740 


Dly boat chtrs, 6 divers max, 20 yrs. Kona night dives & more! 
Full retail shop rentals repairs classes PADI/NAUI/YMCA more. 
Info@8083299188/Fx 3265652. E-mail: sandive@aloha.net 
SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS PADI-5 STAR 808-922-0852 
Dive the MAHI shipwreck Makaha, caverns and more with Oahu’s 
Wreck and Cavern Specialists serving OAHU since 1962. 


2155 Kalakaua Ave #112 Honolulu HI 96815 Fax 808-922-0853 


WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER 808/955-5151 Fax 808/955-6766 
1734 Kalakaua Ave. Hon. HI 96826 

PADI 5 STAR & NAUI Certification courses 3 days. 

pels Boat Dives, rentals, sales, service, best Prices! | 


HONDURAS 





BAY ISLANDS 
CASA DELA PLAYA SANDY BAY ROATAN. 
Private houses by the sea. 2 bed. Maid/mdrn fac. Dis. dive pkgs. 


Scuba/snork in Marine Reserve. 4/$800 wk. Brochure. U.S. 
800-335-4806 Roatan tel/fax 414 582-4806. Dorothy Reid, prop. 





CASA SOBRE EL MAR (HOME OVER THE SEA) GUANAJA 


Small resort, over a coral reef, 85 ft. deep off dock. Lrg guestrms 
each w/bath & hot water. $595 p/p for 7 dy & 7 nt. Incl. all meals, 


boat, guide, tanks & air. 22 years in business. 800-869-7295 


NAUTILUS DIVE RESORT/GUANAJA 800-566-6143 
World class diving in a beautiful private plantation resort. 6 
rooms/6 baths, some with AC, full service, custom dive boat 


full dive shop. Speciality dive training. Fishing & hiking avail. 


OAK BAY RESORT/ROATAN Phone 011-504-45-2337 
Beachfront apartment, 6 boat dives, unlimited shore dives, 
free advanced open water or rescue course. 5 nts $395pp, 
7nts $425pp. Call direct and save $$$$, airport pick up. 


OCEAN DIVERS/SUNSET INN ROATAN Tel/x 011-504-451005 


Beachfront Resort in West End village. Opposite Marine 
Reserve, personal professional operation. PADI, NAUI, BSAC 
courses. Max 8 persons per boat. 7 nights from $520 


OFF THE WALL DIVERS & ECOSPORTS ROATAN 800-382-7776 


Unstructured diving adventures since 1978. Fast Boats, 
Small Groups, Superb Walls. Instruction, Referrals, Rentals. 
Sail, Kayak, Waterski, Trailbike pkgs. w/wo Food & Airfare. 


CAYOS COCHINOS-PLANTATION BEACH RESORT 800-628-3723 


Smithsonian Biological Reserve - Maximum 20 divers 
The Best Little Dive Resort in the Western Caribbean 
Phone/Fax: 504-42-0974 - E-mail: hkinett@hondutel.hn 


REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN FX 210-733-7889 800-328-8897 


Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. 
Meals, 2 boat & shore diving daily, 1 nt. dv p/week $725 


MAYAN RUINS, adventure & sightseeing tours on Mainland. 


ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 33576 800/282-8932. 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and Fishing available. 
Beach House rentals, Mayan ruins and more. 

PADI IDC/IEs UTILA ISLAND DIVER’S DEPOT 


EK and Sally Sowell teach IDCs before Utila IEs. We can 
arrange Advanced Open Water through Divemaster before IDC. 
Ph: (01 1). 409-564-3483 — 


Fax: (011) 409- 964- vis 





DIVE DERAWAN-INDONESIAN BORNEO —‘800-443- 0799 
Dive with mantas/turtles in pristine Sangalaki/Derawan/Kakaban 
islands off Indonesia’s Borneo. Week packages from $1130. 
ie avail w/ air from US fax 41 5 442- 0289 ph 41 5-442-0799 





Tel. 809-973-4845/Fax 4875 


JAMAQUA SCUBA CENTRE 
Small groups, personalized service, w/resort hotels, Runaway 
Bay & Montego Bay. http://www.infochan.com/jamaqua 
E-mail: jamaqua@infochan.com 
NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE 

P.O. Box #49, Negril Jamaica. PADI Dive Shop. Beg. lessons 
dive pkg cert. Video camera rental, night dive specialists 3 dives 


PH/Fax 809 957-4425 


ck with mua ee instructors and guides. 800 ot praia 





HO INTERNATIONAL DIVE COLLEGE & RESORT 81 55-827- 4868 
Japan’s finest dive resort & training facility. Oceanfront 
villa/42’ custom dive boat. Training & worldwide placement 
of Japanese instructors. USA owned & operated. 


MAXDIVE, JAPAN 8152-211-1772 FAX 8152-201-3940 


2-18-34, Nishiki, Naka-Ku, Nagoya, 460, Japan. 
30 years of safety and quality divings. Instructions in big 
training pool. Sales, t tours with care. U/W photo. _ 


| MALAYSIA | 


ADVENTURE DIVING WITH BORNEO DIVERS 

Dive fantastic Sipadan Island. Beach hut accom. Grp spec./indiv. 
pkgs from $2375 p/p incl air from W. Coast/accom./diving. 
12 day pkg. FAX: 415/442-0289 or call 800 443-0799. 





ADVENTURE IN BORNEO AND BEYOND... 800-346-6116 
Diving Sipadan Island and Malaysia since 1989. 

Call Ken or Jolene for the real story. 

ISLAND DREAMS Fax (713) 973-8585 
ABDILLAH SIPADAN PARADISE _ Fax: 6088-233562, 235055 
Dive & stay at Sipadan daily 3 boat dives, unlimited wall dives. 
Open 365 ¢ opt: eco/advent. Tour Borneo. P.O. Box 12248, 88825 
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia. E-mail:jworld@po.jaring.my 
BORNEO DIVERS 800-247-3483 | 
Nobody knows Borneo better. fax 206-441-5431 
Contact our US rep for complete 206-441-3483 
air/land/dive packages. 

PULAU SIPADAN RESORT on Sipadan Island. 6089-765200 
Fax: 6089763575. P.O. Box 61120, 91021 Tawau Sabah, 
Malaysia world renowned wall dives just front resort. Daily 3 
boat dives/unltd. wall dives. Sundeck looking sunset. Open 365 
SIPADAN & SANGALAKI IS BORNEO DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Borneo’s best diving destinations! Back again! Special rates 
until Dec 96! Call for details! Great land extensions in Borneo! 
Dive Discovery CA 415/256-8890 fax 415/258-9115 





ADVENTURE MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD “KO! MALA” 800 443-0799 
Affordable and HIGH VOLTAGE diving in comfort on 80’ KOI MAL 6 
dbl cabins w/head. 13 nt package inclu air from LA $3895 or boat 
only $2250 (9nts) BEST DIVING IN MALDIVES Fax 415 442-0289 


#1 MALDIVE LIVE-ABOARD 800-247-3483 
80 ft. MANTHIRI ... Don’t settle for less. Fax 206-441-5431 
Pvt cabins with bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! 206-441-3483 
$250/night. Discounted airfares. 





800-448-7137 
Caribbean dive packages in small resort near Cancun and 
Cozumel. Beachfront condo and reef dives. Cave diving also 
available. Call Akumal Vacations for brochure. 


AKUMAL, YUCATAN, MEXICO ti‘«‘i«s 


AQUA WORLD PH 52 98 852288 FAX 52 98 852299 
Cancun’s only PADI 5 Star IDC Dive Center. 

Resort & 2 tank dives, night dives, PADI certifications. 
E-mail: aquaworld@www.interacces.com.mx 

BAJA EXPEDITIONS-SEA OF CORTEZ 800-843-6967 
LA PAZ live-aboard and day dive hotel packages. 
Experienced crews and professional service since 1974. 
Fax: 619-581-6542 or E-mail: travel@bajaex.com 

COZUMEL BEACHFRONT HOME/DIVE PACKAGES 

Flexible fast trips with pickup at your vacation home. Multi 
dive discounts. 1-10 Br Homes. Individual Attention. 
800/833-5971 BLUE BUBBLE DIVER FAX/ 212/979-2993 
CABO SAN LUCAS VILLAS, CONDOS, DIVE PACKAGES 
Dive Socorro Island, Gorda Banks, Cabo Pulmo & More!! 
Full Service Dive Facilities, Live-Aboard Charters. 
1-800-745-2226 Free Brochures Land/Dive/Air Pkgs. 
AQUAWORLD COZUMEL 1-888-2669888 
Newest and most dynamic diving operation in Cozumel!! Diver- 
friendly fast boats, nautic boutique, equipment sale, customized group 
rates, network dive Cancun-Cozumel agwssc@cancun.rce.com.mx 
DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL THE BEST THERE IS! 
The best in personalized service. For a (800) 308-5125 
wealth of free info./reservations callor Fax 206-441-5431 
write 111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109. 011-52-987-21007 
COZUMEL - VACATION HOMES -DIVE W/FELIPE QUINONES 
Dive boat pickup at your private villa on the beach. Custom 
diving, food/cook pkgs, cars, 1-11 Bdrm Villas 

800-484-9014 Ext. 7070 Fax 918-742-3353 
DIVING ADVENTURES/COZUMEL 800-243-7480 
Specializing in Personal Service, Fast Boats and Small 
Groups w/safety. All Boats well equipped, Multi Dive discounts. 
All Levels of Scuba Instr. Home & Condos available. 
COZUMEL DIVE GETAWAYS 800-346-9470 Fax 806-798-1218 
Dive on the Careyitos and stay at new 2 bdrm apts & 3-5 
bdrm villas w/full kitchen, maid, A/C sleeps 1-10, pool, spa, 
rinse tank. E-mail 103503.304@compuserve.com 
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COZUMEL VILLAS/DIVE PALANCAR 1-800-251-9649 
Absolutely charming 1-3 bedroom town & beach villas. 
Pool, maid, from $300/week 

Dive trips with Dive Palancar available. 

HOTEL FLAMINGO * COZUMEL 800-806-1601 
Old Mexico charm, Inc., cont. Breakfast, trop. courtyard 
hotel/dive packages from $225 for 4 nights/3 days dive. 
Fax: 011-52-987-21264 or e-mail: dive@hotelflamingo.com 
COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS 1-800-291-2715 
!Your mini-hacienda from $400/wk! Eight homes w/pool & 
gardens. Maid, AC, gear room. Resident mgr. custom dive 
specialists. Group discounts. Fx 210-896-3588 US owners 
COPPER SKY’S SUPERB SOCORRO/SEA OF CORTEZ DIVING 
Live-aboard charters for groups to 12 aboard splendid 88 ft. 
schooner; mantas, sharks & more divedavs. Group Wholesale 
rates. Fax 604-433-8808 or Email: copprsky@direct.ca 
GRAND CLUB 1-800-504-0552 DIVE COZUMEL, CANCUN, PITO 
Adventuras Akumal. Reservations & info on dive-only or hotel/ 
dive/food & beverage/air packs at Crown Princess. 

Sol Caribe Cozumel 713-978-6988 Fax 798-6364 
COZUMEL LA PERLA BEACH AND DIVE RESORT 1-800-852-6404 
A/C dbl room, balcony above the ocean. Fax 011-52-987-20819. 
A 5 pool private beach & pier. Ph 011 52-987-20188. Terrific 
snorkeling off of your door, 6 passsenger, fast boat. 

PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL CALL/FAX 1-800-588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive & jeep 
rental pkgs. Washington, DC area call/fax 301-588-4829 
COZUMEL/SCUBA-DU 5298720322 ext 4109 fax 5298724130 
The best in customized service. 4 custom fully equipped 
dive boats. Bilingual divemasters PADI/NAU! Dive Center. 
All levels of scuba instr. Hotel dive pkgs. 

SEA OF CORTEZ / LA PAZ 800-999-BAJA 
La Concha Beach Resort & Condominiums. Every room, 
Suite & condo has an ocean view. Manta rays, whales, & 
whale sharks. Dive packages available. Free brochure. 
SCUBA CANCUN (98) 831011 & PH/FAX 842336 EVE. 
First PADI 5 Star Dive Center in Cancun. CMAS, NASDS, tours. 
Courses referrals. Excomm DVR Military & Police DV instr mgr. 
40+yrs dv exp. MexCanadian Box 517 Cancun Q Roo 77500. 
BAJA TIO WATERSPORTS 800-246-6226 
6 PADI/SSI stores in Los Cabos and other locations. 

Fast boats, sm grps, top equip. air/hotel/dive packages. 
www.tiosports.com info@tiosports.com Fx 310-379-0896 







BIKINI ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS 800-U-GO-DIVE 
Finally open after 40 years, the best in the pacific: 

Aircraft Carrier Saratoga, Japanese Battleship Nagato, 

Cen Pac Dive Exp Fax 714-851-3111 or ph: 692-625-3250 
CARP ISLAND RESORT PALAU 011 680-488-2978 Ph 680-488-3155 Fx 
Natural paradise island surrounded by priv. beaches, ocean 
& neighboring Rock Islands. Close to Palau’s premier dive 
sites. Pkgs avail.: Diving/Fishing/Land Tour Accommodations 
FAMED FISH N’ FINS 800-247-3483 
Divers and the Palau Marina FAX 206-441-5431 
Hotel. Micronesia’s only true WA 206-441-3483 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 
KOSRAE NAUTILUS RESORT PH. 691-370-3567 FX 691-370-3568 
Enjoy peace & tranquillity. Dive Kosrae, “Jewel of Micronesia” 
Virgin walls & drop-offs to explore. Custom boat with full 
shade cover. Visit ancient ruins, WWII caves, waterfalls. 
MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL & YAP DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Rarely visited dive sites offering magical 

walls caverns & channels! Mantas, eagle rays, sharks, 
lionfish, cuttlefish & more! Intact culture! Specl. 5 nt pkgs. 
All gay trip March 12, ‘97 619-270-2900 FX 490-1002 
Palau-Peter Hughes Sun Dancer with optional Yap & Truk Tours. 
Undersea Expeditions - the Gay/Lesbian Scuba specialists. 
Dive with “family” year-round e-mail: underseax@aol.com 
SPLASH 1-800-247-3483 
Palau’s only PADI 5 Star dive center. Splash offers dive 
tours and Nikonos photo/video center conveniently located 
at the Palau Pacific Resort. Fax 011 (680) 488-1741 
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TRUK STOP HOTEL PH 691 330-4232 FAX 691 330-2286 
23 rooms, Restaurant and Bar. Located right on the water 
and less than one mile from the airport. Guests are within 
easy walking distance of major stores and dive shops. 
PAPUA | 
= 
NEW GUINEA | 
ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT 800-443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. AFFORDABLE PNG 
from $265p/p p/dive. Res/info FAX 415 442-0289 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' MV FEBRINA 800/443-0799 
5, 7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $300 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving with luxury accommodations. Fax 415 442 0289 
AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 


for information packages including free video 
PH/303 494-8384 or FAX 303-494-1202 













M/Y NAUTIKA 100’ A/C DIVE BOAT 5-7 DAYS 1-800-359-0747 
Dive the best reefs in Philippines Sulu Sea. Cebu, Apo. 

Ph: (632) 7135648 to 49 Fax: (632) 614230 44 Brixton Hill. 
e-mail: nautika@mnl.sequel.net.Sta.Mesa.Manila 

WHITETIP DIVERS PH (632) 526-0433 FAX (632) 522-1165 
Dive the best of the Philippines. We do it all. 

Joncor Il Bldg unit 206, 1362 A. Mabini, Ermita. MM Phil 
whitetipo@mnl.sequel.net http://umall.com/whitetip/ 







CARIBE AQUATIC ADVENTURES 787-729-2929 FX 787-723-6770 
Radisson Normandie Hotel, PO Box 2470, San Juan, 00902-2470. 
Best little critter reef dvg & watersports, NAUI & PADI instr. 
Recipients NAUI Pro Facility Award. 23 years experience. 

CORAL HEAD DIVERS, NAUIPRO FAC. 1 800/635-4529 
Box 10246, Humacao, P.R. 00792 809/850-7208 Puerto 

Rico's SCUBA at its VERY BEST! DAILY BOAT DIVES. 
Over 24 sites within 20 minutes from our dock. 






AQUA SPORT RED SEA PH 97276334404 FX 97276333771 
PADI 5x Diving courses at all levels. 35 years in the Red 
Sea. Fast dive boats/live-aboard/shore diving/Sinai Safaris 
3 great locations Eilat, Taba Hilton, Nuweiba Hilton Egypt 
CORAL QUEEN 1-800-809-0305 
7 cabins fully A/C unlimited dive, weekly 

Saturday departure to the South & Brothers Islands, 

special rate $1390 per person. 

DIVERS LODGE LAND BASED PACKAGES _ 1-800-809-0305 
Sharm & Hurghada: Movenpick $699 (sg! supl avl). Pkg incl 7 
nts Htl, BB dly, 6 dys-2 dives p/d. xfer aprt/htl/aprt. Excl Live- 
aboard avl. PADI, NAUI, CMAS trng, RT air frm $600 ex NYC. 
FORTUNA II, LIVE-ABOARD 1-800-809-0305 
Aval ind & grps from $1990 + tax p.p., spcl in July only. Brothers 
trips fr $2390 + tax. Dpt Thur. 8 dy trip, incl RT air fr NYC, unltd 
dives, meals, xfers. Nobody buys retail anymore, why should you? 
M/Y FORTUNA! & Il 800-247-3483 
Luxury live-aboards for (Fax) 206-441-5431 
12 and 16 guests. (WA) 206-441-3483 
Weekly 7 night departures 

GHAZALA FLEET 800-247-3483 
Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai 
Divers. Diving both the northern and southern Egyptian Red 
Sea. 25 yrs. experience. Fax 206-441-5431 WA 206-441-3483 
RAERIS | 98’ SUPERIOR LIVE-ABOARD 800-854-9334 
Fm Sharm El Shiekh, Dive Vessel Reputed Best by SDM. 
Whole Boat Charters or group booking with minimum of 8. 
Egypt Land Tours-Discount Airfares. | FAX 714-644-5329 


RED SEA SPORTS CLUB, EILAT ISRAEL Tel. 972-7-376569 
All levels of PADI Courses, shore diving wkly Sinai Dive Safari. 
Daily boat dive to Coral Island. Egypt live-aboard diving the 
“Poolster.” Hotel & diving special offers. Fax 972-7-374083 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 140’ SEA SURVEYOR 800-443-0799 
Dive the SUDAN/ERITERA/YEMEN Apr-Nov 10-14 day sched 
trips from $2300. Groups chtrs avail. Fax 415-442-0289, 
415-442-0799. E-mail: adventure@AdventureExpress.com 
#1 SINAI DIVE CLUB AT FAYROUZ HILTON HOTEL 

Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt. The choice for U.S. dvs. 1st class svc. 
Live-aboard Angelina II and land-based diving arrangements pkgs. 
011/20-62-600138-140, Fax 62-601040, 1-800 443-0799 
#1-A SINAI DIVERS 800-247-3483 
Sharm el Sheikh. FAX 206-441-5431 
Ghazala Hotel dive package $699 206-441-3483 
fon? nights/6 dive days. Discounted airfares. ) snd 






CAPTAIN’S QUARTER HOTEL 800-883-SABA 
Romantic Victorian Inn. Great Pinnacle. Wall, reef diving. 
Pkg. rates w/all dive shops incl. Full bkfast & box lunch. 
SABA - “THE UNSPOILED QUEEN OF THE CARIBBEAN 

DIVE SABA-SABA DIVERS 1-800-883-SABA 
713-467-8835 or Fax 713-461-6044 

One stop shop for individual, group, charter diving. Air, 
rates available. Extention diving to St. Eustatius 

JULIANAS 800-328-5285 INSABA 011-599-4-62269 
10 guestrooms & Flossie’s Cottage nestled into a garden 
setting overlooking the ocean. All rooms have balconies, pool 
and Tropics restaurant on site. | Dive packages available. 
SABA DEEP DIVE CENTER 011-599-46-3347 
P.O. Box 22, Fort Bay, Saba, NA. FAX: 011-599-46-3397 
Full service dive center, restaurant, boutique, training facility. NAUI 
and PADI. Learn to dive or how to dive better. Down deep, we care. 
SEA SABA DIVE CENTER Ph:011-599-46-2246 FAX/599-46-2362 
Individuals or groups: our friendly, prof. dive instrs. show you 
the best of the Saba Marine Park. Lrg 40’ boats are 
comfortable and uncrowded. Pkgs w/accm. 800-328-5285 


SEYCHELLES 


FANTASEA II - 115 FT LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD 

Fantasea Cruises 2019 Westgate Ave. LA, CA 90025 
Tel: (800) 390-DIVE Fax:(310) 571-7154. www.fantasea.com.. 
The only live-aboard to the incredible Aldabra Atoll. 


SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 


#1 LIVE-ABOARD BILIKIKI 800-247-3483 
Dive the best of the Solomons in 120 feet of Fax 206-441-5431 
comfort. Scheduled 7 - 14 day departures. 206-441-3483 
Discounted airfare. Contact U.S. Reps direct. 

DIVE GIZO 1-800-443-0799 FAX 415-442-0289 
Dive 3 WWII fighter planes/intact 450’ Japanese wreck, also 
SUPERB coral & tropicals at Grand Central Station-from $140 
pp/pd BEST & most diverse Solomon Land based diving. 





















KENNETH’S DIVE CENTRE 809 465-2670 809-465-1950 
P.O. Box 826 Basseterre St. Kitts. Fax (809) 466-5320 
Explore St. Kitts & dive its virgin reefs & shipwrecks. PADI 

cert. 3 custom dive boats - Personal service our speciality 






ANSE CHASTANET HOTEL SCUBA ST. LUCIA 809/459-7000 
P.O. Box 7000, Soufriere, PADI 5-Star, Fax 809 459-7700 
Beach/Boat/Wall/Night Divg., Dive Pkgs, 800 328-5285 
Accom., 2 Bars/Rest., Comp., Snork., Winds., Sailing, Tennis 








LeSPORT PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Dive vacation with a difference -FREE DIVING plus facial 
massages, seaweed wraps, meals, drinks, taxes & gratuities. 
PADI certificate $400. Call for info & reservations. 
RENDEZVOUS PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 


Couples only all-inclusive beach resort - INTIMATE & ELEGANT. 
Resort course & diving included, PADI certificate from $400. 
Call for info & reservations. 

WYNDHAM MORGAN BAY RESORT/Dive Fair Helen 1-800-327-8150 
P.O. Box 21766 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335. All inclusive resort 
with wind surfing Kayaks waterskiing sailing tennis & more. 
Dive packages from $730. Ph 954-462-3400 Fx 954-462- ey 





OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER PHO11 599- 545252 FX 44357 
Simpson Bay Beach - St. Maarten Netherlands Antilles. PADI 
& NAUI certified & referrals, daily boat dives & lessons. 30 
years exper. small groups. Reefs & wrecks. Full retail store. 
TRADEWINDS DIVE CENTER 011 599 5 75176 
PADI! & SSI Facility. 5 minutes Fax 011 599 5 23605 


from cruise ships. Daily boat dives located at Great Bay 
ge all? dock. Behind Chesterfields Restaurant in ay 





ARCHIPELS ADVENTURE DIVE CRUISES — 800- 443- 0799 
Dive cruises for individuals or full boat charters in Rangiroa or 
Marquesas. 60’ a/c catamaran sleeps 8. Gourmet French cuisine 
from ese 7 night trip. Fax 442- 0289. Call A15- 442- wks 





BURMA BANKS/SIMILAN ISL LIVE-ABOARD MV FANTASEA 
98 ft. a/c, E6 proc/PADI 5 star center day trips courses 
Fantasea Divers P.O. Box 20, Patong, Phuket 83150, Ph/Fax 
6676-340309 USA Rep 800-443-0799/Fax 415-442-0289 
LIVE-ABOARD MV ANDAMAN SEAFARER (A/C) FX: 66 76 381 219 
5 Day dive cruises to Similan/Surin or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Cert. Day dives: Shark Point, Racha, Phi-Phi 
PIDC Divers w0 Viset Road (Chalong Bay) PHUKET 83130 





MAN FRIDAY DIVING, Charlotteville Tobago, W.|. 809-660-4676 
World class PADI diving small groups of 6. 40+ virgin sites, 
walls, drifts, pinnacles, Mantas and much more. 

USA TOLL FREE call Pan Caribe Tours 800- 925- 6896 


TURKS & CAICOS| 
ISLANDS | 


DIVE GRAND TURK! PHONE 809-946- 1408 
Pristine diving on spectacular wall minutes off Grand Turk. 
PADI/NAUI, photo services. Choice of A/C beachfront 
accommodations. Pool/tennis/fitness ctr./kitchens avail. 





FLAMINGO DIVERS 1-800-204-9282 PH/FAX 809-946-4193 


Fabulous secret of the Caribbean - West Caicos - French Cay 
- N.W. Point. Small Groups - Fast Comfortable Boats 
Friendly Experienced & Informative Staff. 

OASIS DIVERS - GRAND TURK 1-800-892-3995 
We spoil you with unbeatable service and unbelievable 
diving on the spectacular walls of the Caribbean. 

PADI inst, photo, night dives, snorkeling, personal attn. 


ART PICKERING’S PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 800-833-1341 


Top rated dive operation established 1970, 3 fast boats, 
hotel packages, dive training and private charters avail. 


Ph 809-941-5296 Fax 941-5296 E-mail: proturtI@caribsurf.com 


TURTLE INN DIVERS (800) 359-3483 FAX (815) 623-6574 
Enjoy the beautiful waters of Providenciales. Come dive or 
snorkel on our 45’ custom built catamaran equipped with 4 
fresh water showers and marine head on board. 











oc 


ISLANDS 
CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO-ON ST. JOHN - 800/835-7730 
NAUI/PADI 5 Star Facility 809 776-6234 
Diving every day in US Nat'l park with 4 boats and 15 staff. 
Accommodations from budget to Hyatt LUXURY Resort. 
DIVE EXPERIENCE 809-773-3307 800-235-9047 
P.O. Box 4254, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00822 
First PADI 5 Star IDC Center - Resort to Instructor training 
Boat dives, walls, wrecks and world famous fish feed.!!! 
DIVE IN! at Sapphire Beach Resort & Marina 809/775-6100 X2144. 
P.O. Box 5664, St. Thomas, USVI 00803 1-800-524-2090 
PADI Dive Center located at deluxe beachfront resort 
Custom dive boat. Friendly, professional staff. 
LOW KEY WATERSPORTS _ Ph/Fax: SHOP-809/693-8999 
P.O. Box 716 St. John USVI 00831 800/835-7718 
PADI 5 Star IDC Center, certification, & referrals. Diving for 
beginners thru experts. Small groups, Personal attention. 
SEA TRADE LTD/SEA HORSE I! 809/774-2001 Fx 809-777-9600 
505 Crown Bay Marina,St. Thomas 00802 Cruise ship 
pickup. Reef/Wreck, Full Gear Guided Tours, PADI Cert., 
Sales, Service, Repairs, Air. E-mail: DIVE USVI@aol.com 
ST. THOMAS DIVING CLUB 1-800-LETS DIV/538-7348 
A PADI 5 Star IDC Center. Reef dives, wreck dives, most 
ten minutes from our private dock. Full day trips to RMS 
Rhone special discounts for dive/training packages. 
UNDERWATER SAFARIS (809) 774-1350 





P.O. Box 8469, St. Thomas, U.S.V.I. 00801. PADI 5 Star 
Daily Boat Dives, Rentals. Next to Cruise Ship Dock at 
Ramada Yacht Haven Marina and Frenchman’s Reef Hotel. 





LOS ROQUES 800-247-3483 
Caribbean’s most action packed Fax 206-441-5431 
diving aboard the 85 ft. live-aboard 206-441-3483 


ANTARES III. 6 cabins w/pvt. baths. Only $1375 weekly 





SEA CANOES, NATURAL HISTORY ADVENTURES 
VIETNAM, Halong Bay is a World Heritage site, 3000 islands, 
Award Winning “Quiet and Clean Travel” 
Duet Travel, Adventure Travel, 


WHERE IS 


1-800-990-3839 


YOUR 
OVERSEAS 
LISTING? 


s 


OX ...ccseceeeee PAIS 
12x .............$ 768 


(213) 782-2245 or 
Fax (213) 782-2556 


Skin Diver Magazine 
Overseas Divers’ Directory 
6420 Wilshire Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515 
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BENEATH THE SEA: Everyone is invited 
to the New Jersey Meadowlands for 
Beneath The Sea’s 21st annual Under- 
sea Exposition March 22 through 24, 
1997. There will be 260 exhibitors plus 50 
different programs and workshops. 
Renowned divers Stan Waterman, Bret 
Gilliam and Brian Skerry will attend. There 
will be an International Underwater Photo 
Contest sponsored by the Aggressor Fleet 
and Peter Hughes Diving, large dive tanks 
for scuba, Discover Scuba and rebreather 
demonstrations, and the New York debut 
of the Nikon School of Underwater 
Photography. 

The Cayman Islands will soonsor the 
Decompression Party, Dive Paradise will 
host the Cozumel Fiesta, PADI will host the 
VIP Awards Breakfast and door prizes will 
be abundant. 

Exhibits will be at the Meadowlands 
Exposition Center; the Saturday Evening 
Film Festival and Decompression Party will 
be at the Sheraton Meadowlands Hotel. 

Send a SASE for tickets or information 
to BTS Info, 495 New Rochelle Road, #2A, 
Bronxville, NY 10708. Complete informa- 
tion is also available on the Internet at 
htto://www.cyberus.ca/~bts/. For general 
information, call (914) 664-4310, fax (914) 
664-4315 or e-mail to Zig4bts@aol. 
Com, = 


HUMPBACK WHALES IN TONGA: See & 
Sea Travel of San Francisco completed a 
successful series of Humpback Whale 
cruises last August. A new series is 
planned for July and August 1997. 

Avid divers have opportunities to film 
Humpback Whales plus the unusual and 
colorful reef life of exotic Tonga from the 
Nai’a. The 120 foot ship offers a spa- 
ciousness and ambitious itineraries that 
have made it a popular choice for divers 
going to Fiji. 





For further information, contact See & 
Sea Travel, Inc., 50 Francisco Street #205, 
San Francisco, CA 94133 or call (415) 
434-3400, fax (415) 434-3409, e-mail 
divxprt@ix.netcom.com or visit on the 
Internet at htto:/Avww.divxprt.com. = 
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42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 


HOURS: SUN 10-4 * MON - WED 9-5:45 
THUR 9-6:45pm ¢ FRI 9-1 
PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 9 PM 


CHAMPION 


Finally a BC where you don’t have to 
sacrifice performance, reliability, or 
fit for an economical price. Rapid 
exhaust valve, soft touch inflator, 
hard pack, two large pockets with 
quick drain, adjustable shoulder 
straps, hose holder & D rings. 


°139"° 


MASTER 


A unique BC where stability and 
comfort come together. Complete 
soft pack, plush lining, dual tank 
bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft 
touch inflator, two large pockets with 
quick drain, adjustable straps, hose 
holder, integral cummerbund har- 
ness, extra heavy foam padding, low 
profile. 


°179” 


ADMIRAL 


The Admiral BC offers all the features 
you have come to expect from a BC: 
e Slim design, plush lining, integral 
commerbund harness, dual tank 
bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft-touch 
inflator, two large pockets with quick 
drain, adjustable shoulder strap, hose 
holder, lower lumbar pac, extra heavy 


foam padding . $4 839° 


All BCs available in colors and in Small, Medium, Large, XL, and XXL 


SNORKEL 
PACKAGE 
© Full Foot Fins 
¢ Low Volume Mask ; 
* Silicone Snorkel j 


225, 
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OCEANIC 
Multi-Miax 


Navcon Console 





Low Pressure Hose Included 


SCUBA 
PACKAGE 
e Silicone Flex Snorkel 
¢ Open Heel Fins 
e Silicone Mask 
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Blunt 
Dive Knife 
$49-95- 


now °° 


Black or Blue 


SCUBA 
PACKAGE 
¢ Semi Dry Flex Snorkel 
* Open Heel Fins 
e 4 Window Mask 


1 OP 


mig Miss 





U.S. DIVERS 
Pivot DS3 


Digital Console 


S+8G-O5 
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PYRAMID 


A true BC for the professional! Back 
inflated with integrated weight system 
up to 35 Ibs. Unrivaled comfort and 
stability. Rugged brass inflator with 
built-in over pressure valve. Lift 
capacity up to 55 Ibs. Dual tank 


bands and 6 D 5 
199° 


rings. 


Dry Suits 
¢Nokia *Harvey’s 


eDiamond Dry Suits.Call 


Harvey’s 

Semi Dry Suit 6.5mm .239.95 
2nd Skin SK-190 ....149.95 
Henderson Polartec .164.95 
J. Garcia Lycra Skin...59.95 
J. Garcia Polartec ...179.95 


24 Hour 


FAx 212-691-7286 


E-mail: goleisure@aol.com 


Air Plus 
Regulator » 
fi 


Mini Plus 
Octopus 


‘139° *59” 


Air Plus Regulators 


A down stream demand system which provides the diver with 
reliable and high performance. 

The Air Plus is constructed of the finest materials available. 
Polyplast coating which is baked on brass at 500 degrees to 
give you the strength of brass and the protection of high impact 
plastics. Balanced piston, 2 high pressure ports, 4 low 
pressure ports, 3602 swivel 30” hose 


At Leisure-Pro, we guaran- 
tee that you will pay the low- 
est price in the nation on every 
item we sell. Here’s how it 
works. Find any identical item 
priced lower at any Authorized 
Dealer in the country that can 
be verified and we will beat 
that price by an additional 5%. 
Competitor must have item in 
stock, including size, color and same year model, at 
the time of purchase. If the item is not in stock, 
Leisure-Pro will gladly match the competitor's price. 
Guarantee does not apply to close-outs and 
liquidations. 


DIVER'S PACKAGES 


CHAMPION PACKAGE 
e SHERWOOD BCD 
e Beuchat VS8 
Regulator 
e TUSA SCA 720 
e Large Duffle 
Bag 


‘374° 


SAILOR PACKAGE 
e BLUE REEF 
Champion BC 
e TUSA TR-350 
Regulator 
* Double Console 
240 Depth w/MDI 


LIEUTENANT PACKAGE 
« Blue Reef Admiral BCD 
e U.S. Diver Regulator 
¢ Double Gauge with 
Temperature 
e Sherwood 
Octopus 


COLONEL PACKAGE 
e B.C.D.- TUSA, SHERWOOD, SEAQUEST 
¢ Regulator — DACOR, US Diver, Sherwood, TUSA 
¢ Console - 240 ft. depth/MDI/ 5000 PSI/Temp 


SN Cebit ahs EPS LR PRR Ge: Ve 


WENOKA 
: Compact Comfort 


e Air Max Octopus ¢ Save-a-Dive Kit 
¢ Regulator Bag « Diver’s Light * Log Book ‘i 
¢ Oct Holder * Gauge Holder © Hose Protectors ¢ SS Dive Knife 


3 FINGER 





Dry Mitt 
GIOVE ssmm 


5 FINGER 


$606 


Reef Glove 


| Back Pack 


Deluxe w/Wheels 


DOUBLE 
Digital 
CONSOLE 
$424.95 


Z Lock Ill 





TRIPE 
Digital 
CONSOLE 
$459-05 


CAPTAIN PACKAGE 
e BLUE REEF Pyramid BCD 
e BLUE REEF Air Plus Regulator 


¢ BLUE REEF Double Digital Console 
BLUE REEF Mini Plus Octopus 


489° 


ADMIRAL PACKAGE 
TUSA, IMPREX BCD 
TUSA, IMPREX Regulator 
Double Gauge Console 
TUSA Duo-Air IR-3 


*529°”° 


Savings~ 
Call for 
Details 


ELECTRONIC DIGITAL GAUGE 

Durable & efficient reads: Depth max depth / Dive 
time / Surface interval / Ascent warning / Water air 
temp. / Logs 4 dives.Available in three combinations. 





now — 


Small, Med, XL 


Module only 
Wrist Mount 


Double Digital Console 
w/Pressure 


now *L 49° 


BLUE REEF 
AGRESSOR 
Decompression 
Computer 
e Automatic 
Activation 
e Automatic 
Back lighting 


° Available Now 


Wrist or Hose 
‘199% *299" 


Specials are while Sigs last (exp. 1/3/97) 


now "49° 


Limited 
Quantities 





"Holiday Package 


e Sherwood BCD 
¢ U.S. Divers Regulator 


¢ Double Gauge Console 
with Temperature 


1233 33333333393333333333833 


TAG HEUER 
1000 2-tone #980029 399.95 
3000 2 tone #937413 399.95 





OCITIZEN 


PRO MASTER 
SERIES 


DW6500 
AW 330 Altimeter 
DW 5900 G Shock 


New Seiko Kinetic 

$23542 Scuba 200m DM .... 
$DS105 Diver’s 200m 

swY021 

$23469 Diver's Qtz. w/log...269.95 
$2339 499.95 SHC033..199.95 
$233287 Scubamaster Com Call 
SWY022 Sport Tech 

Sea&Sea Marine Dive Watch .49.95 
Time Line 300 ft W/R Dive.....19.95 


Aqualand 
Aqualand II 
Aqualand Pro 
Aqualand Duplex 
D/M Chronograph 
100M Professional 
200M Professional 
Titanium 200 Meter 
Hyper Aqualand 
with Interface Unit 


DEP 600C Logs 20 Dives 289. 95 
AW 560 G Shock 

DW 6400 G Shock... 

DW 6600 G Shock.. 

TS 200 Therm 





Pathfinder Digital Compass 
Watches Available 


CAUTION: Life support equipment should be used only with proper instruction and scuba certification 
This Ad does not imply the sale of life support equipment via Mail Order 















pacer 
nduro 
Regulator 129°” 


Underwater Scooter 









Trade in your old 
unwanted diving 
equipment for cash or 
towards the purchase 
Maxx Stealth Call of a new system 
Torpedo 2000-20 Call Call for details 


EXCLUSIVE COMPUTERS 









42 West 18th Street « New York, NY 10011 


Order Dept. Mon.-Thurs. 9-9:30, Fri. 9-1:45, Sun. 9:30-6pm EST. 
Customer Relations (212) 741-0466 Mon.-Thurs. 9-7pm Sun. 11-2pm EST 


ORDERS & INFO (212) 741-0052 Fax #212-463-7223 


ORDER TOLL FREE US and Canada 


800-888-493 















































































ENCORE iii Mention this Ad at time of Computer purchase 
COMPUTER : and Get Free Gauge Protector ' P = 

Boras th Dacor Omni Dive Computer.299.95 Mares Divemate............ 319.95 AQUATICA S ON Y froneer 

u ic ; ____—_——_————— 
Activation af pi ae Encore Combo... 199.95 Distributed by Nikon Inc. MARINE VIDEO PACKS NEW REEFMASTER Auto 

* 10 Dive Log i, Source Wrist/Hose ........189.95 MPK-TRV-1 Housing Call Underwater Dive Camera 

Orca Marathon......... 164.95 f MPK-TRB-Marine Pack Call ¢* Fully automatic 35mm camera ° 
Memory : Oceanic Data . 

Lo te een lt Orca Phoenix............ 474.95 SPK-TRB Sports Pack SeriesCall diet Sper ees by Sewad speed ‘ 
SRIRiaL Mivicsecd, ca Orca Phoenix Aud. ...549.95 —— Max Sport Wrist......... 174.95 HVL-M20 UW Video Light Call 1 oe rie nipber srmoring 
to 10,000 ft eeae A Profile 1000 ...c.ceceee 294.95 Sea Quest EON......sscssescsseeen Call We carry all current 8mm, VHS, —« to 50 meter depth 199.95 

Se imuae: TUSA SCA 800 Console...Call — Tysa 19-300 Call VHS-C and VHS-Super camcorders. Sealife SportDiver 99.95 

e Built-in Watch/Timer & Date ; ‘ O300F neces a Pl Call F Pri 

; US Diver Monitor Il............ Call : F eae ee ee 

* Current Depth * Maximum Depth US Diver Scan 4.. YO Call he Ease ase eae ay —_——D 

e Bottom Time e No decompression limit US Divers Pivot Matrix. ....... Call UWATEC Aladin Air X..........04 Call , te a SEAcSEA Epoque 

. iieeay emi sat abs * Dive planning US Divers Monitor 3 Hoseless....Call © Beuchat Dive Computers ...Call FREE EXTENSION TUBE SET MxX-10 

¢ Surface interval time ix Wri /Purch. of Nik V (exp. 12/31/96 j i x ; 

$4 69° US Divers Matrix Wrist............. Call —_ Interface & Software............. Call wiPurch. of Nikonos (exp ) Motor Marine MX-10 Call point & Shoot Motorized Advance 
Aquatica 20mm Converter Lens f/MX-10 Call W/rlasn, ep : 
fINik F4 Call Macro Lens f/MX-10 Call 
ikon a : 
> Col MUR AY] a eco) hyo) BS Sport UW Filter f/200mm Lens 74.95 se 

© Oceanic DataMax I Navoon ...c.cccccccssecun 184.95 » US DIVERS Data Pro DS2 with Bottom Timer... 179.95 Housing = Call = . 

¢ Oceanic MultiMax Navoon ou... 209.95 ¢ US DIVERS Compass Module DP2 ......... 39.95 Video ike ite 

* Oceanic Max-Depth Naveon ............0.00000 114.95 ° US DIVERS Pivot DP2 99.95 Housing = Call 3 

¢ Sherwood Sigma Combo Gauge 200' (5730)......99.95 ¢ US DIVERS Pivot DS3......occccccccceccccesevseceees 189.95 Aqua ‘ New AQUA SHOT ll 

¢ Sherwood Compass Capsule... 29.95 * US DIVERS Pivot Data pro 2 Hi-Vis........ 124.95 Lens Call ; o Now includes a roll of film 

* Tri Gauge 5000 PSI, HMDI, Temp 1GB:S5*.. ) us Dives Pivot Compass aos el MS de oe Accepts flash & Non Flash 

phressenaaudae 44.95. scuba Pro Console VIP #28085. 184.95 Nikonos RS New MOTOR MAGIBE Ua; disndsabl2 95 

* Double Console PS! 5000 pressure/depth/Temp 79.95 : ; : w/TTL Flash capability, DX Coding, | Kodak & Fuji cameras 69 

: * Scuba Pro Dive Sonar 1 179.95 New 13/2.8 Fisheye 1859.95 y ! 

* Double Console Metric & Bar ...............c 84.95 b ; 28/2.8 719 95 SB-104 Call 1/125 sync, Power winder = Call AQUASHOT II OUTFIT 

* Dacor Endura Console .............0c:ccsceeeee 139.95  ° Scuba Pro V.I.P. 2 Console 230 189.95 : : Motor Marine II EX Kit Aquashot II Kit includes: 

* Dacor Digital Console ..............0ccces 219.95 * Scuba Pro V.I.P. 3 Console Compass ......249.95 N | KO N Os-V with YS50 TTL flash Call Aquashot Il, Macro Kit 

© Dacor System Compass ............0cesesssessseeenenee 44.95  ° Scuba Pro LS1 Compass Wrist... 59.95 Nik Vv 16mm Conv. lens Call Cie and — i 

* TUSA SCA/760 Console Triple Guage Call ¢ Mares Escort II Digital Gauge . ; we 159,95 Ni ono. 969.95 F j Substrobe AQ/S 239°" 

% 2 ikonos V w/35/2.5 734.95 20mm Conv. lens Call Macro lens (1:3)Call ubstrope 
e New TUSA SCA/650 Analog Pressure & Compass Call Mares Escort Ill Digital Gauge oo... 199.95 ; 
* TUSA SCA/720 Double Guage Call 4 NES TBGWTIEL Gaiimass 39.95 15/2.8 UW 1499. 28/3.5UW 369. Macro lens (1:2)Call Lens Caddy Call 
Thro os eeesece aie rd p L RAREST: QEveen nanne OocOnee 3 eae . aN 709. 35/2.5 UW uN YS-50 TIL-II Kit Call CAMERA HOUSINGS 
; : YS-20 Flash Call = f/Nikon N8008/N90/6006 549.95 
US Tite DACOR TUSA DE-410 Finder for 80mm SX-1000 fiCanon EOS RebelX/XS 549.95 
SHERWOOD OCEANIC sf (Above Water) 89.95 Camera w/UW Housing Kit-Call f/Canon EOS A2/A2E 549.95 
Maximus | MR-12 Voltrexf Omega II, J EXTREME J MPTM™ DF-11 299.95 DF-12 189.95 UW Housings VIDEO HOUSINGS 
Conshelf 22 Mee B wr-22 Abyss § Alpha,iv § EXTREME + r. SB 105 Complete Call NX-90 Housing Call INCLUDES VIDEO/SUPER EYE, 
Sea 3/4 . se? ENDURO AD-2 TH-596 5B 105 Flash Head 479.95 NX-50 Housing f/Nikon N50 Call TOP HANDLE & WIDE ANGLE LENS 
Oasis 2, Classic § MR-12 HIDFC Delta Il + ! 
Micra Plus QUANTUM ae peel 34 en NX-500 Hsng. f/Canon Rebel Call _ f/most Sony & JVC Housings 639.95 
Combined Regulator & BC —_ Tusa $5350 OCtpUS......eccsccssseeee U.S. Divers Octopus (SU101) Sensor Unit #/SB102 39.95 CLOSE-OUT 45 w/30 min Video Lite = 214.95 
g ; | Pro Video Light Lead Acid 49.95 
Power Inflator System Tusa $$400 octpus Ea Ae hc ee ee Call Paes eae Recslens we riteaseiiatcca é il Pa at ae rails Cord 12h ae SPECIALS Pro Dual Poe Pack NiCad 14.95 
ith thi Blue Reef Airmax Octpus........49.95 »9.D. Micra+Octopus ............... a : or 164.95 Sea&Sea YS5OM 229.95 ; ‘ 
Sai apis Se He a haan Nir Source  qag95 Oceanic Alpha Octopus ........74.95 Double Bracket 159.95 Ikelite UW STROBES 
gé SVE QUIVE 4) Kragciray Malte cake Oceanic Omega II Octopus ..129.95 Dbl Bracket Set /SB105/3/2 299.95 cuictrobe-S Pka. #39387 64.95 Substrobe 50MS 184.95 
lant to SeaQuest air source Sherwood Octopus #3107 RH 59.95 Beuchat Octopus Call Ext Arm Set f/SB105/3/2 129.95 =F 
or Scuba Pro A.I.R. 2 onl 1 14° Sherwood Min/Mus D End Yl aoeeeee 74 95 t U Ki : Substrobe-5 with Nelson Cord ree peitly | Wa ap 
Q pevoldity y ACOP EMOUPO i siscccsesinseatins cous eae a Cc ose-Up it w/o case 209.95 Pkg. #39388 99.95 Substrobe Al 309.00 
usa DUO Air / IR-3 ....eseeeeseeeees Call = Octopus #3108 ose G8:95. _ Dator Extreme .sicsdgrusnstial Call Lens Hood & Filter Holder 7.95 cit ohe.s with Nelson Cord ” NEW 100A TTL 344.95 
Full line of Brand Name B.C.s in stock O'ing Set srl 10.95 A, eae 29.95 Sena 235 Nicad 349.95 
eTusa °Sherwood °US Divers *Beuchat « Sea Quest *Dacor ° Oceanic Mares ‘ Hage ir NIKONOS i " ; ae fe sen ane 619.95 
tkelite Ext Tube Set 104.95 ; : 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder 119.95 eCwa-marine Subst eee eee eae 


DIVE LIGHT 


Compact Light | 
Halogen w/Spare | 
Bulb & Lanyard 

with 4 C Batteries 2 95 


UNDERWATER KINETICS 






























UK-400 34.95 UK-400R 104.95 
UK-1200 Hal. 52.95 UK-800R 159.95 
Q40 25.95 Q60 28.95 
Mini Q40 14.95 SL-4 Sunlight 22.95 
SL6 29.95 Spare Bulbs Call 
PELICAN 
Super Pelilite 16.95 Mitylite 10.95 
Super Saberlite 21.95 Super Mitylite 10.95 
Kinglite 54.95 Dual Six 9.95 
Britelite 42.95 Stealthtite 19.95 
Pelican CaSeS..........cceccsvecsecssversssarsctovens Call 
IKELITE 
Mini C-Lite H 24.95 Maxi C-Fircnt. 54.95 
Mini C-Fircnt. 49.95 Super C-Lite HR 124.95 
Super C-Lite H 32.95 Sata Lite Coil 52.95 
Sata Lite 44.95 RCD LightHR 124.95 
RCD Light 47.95 P.C. Lite 24.95 
Full line of Ikelite Call Mini C Mark 54.95 
Princeton Tec Lights .................... Call 








KNIVES 


WENOKA SEAQUEST 
COMPACT COMFORT Z-LOCK III 
Sale #41603, ..44.95 #41601, 41602, 41605 47.95 
FULL SIZE-MID SIZE Z-LOCK 









ull HAUS TAS AM OMG chee sec darecssteaaeonticnsavag seater 49.95 
Might4iG aa 4 iG 2) rae arene ec ee 9) dogs. oad gs ite 44.95 
COMMAND SERIES Z-LOCK 






NEO CLASSIC Z-LOCK 
39. 





HANVG63 oie an nseennnae 9:95) 9 A Gin cats conto 95 
MINI Z-LOCK POL (LT svete, one chen 39.95 

#41606, 41607, SEA LAZER Z-LOCK 

#41608... 29.95 #41610, 41609.....34.95 






Titanium Point ..64.95 Titanium Blunt ....64.95 
TUSA 








BASAO pore. ctiaitees Galle. (FKSOOU.. Riis. cc: Call 
SCUBA PRO 

itamtUnmn) MGM. \ecsthona uccmeers: cae arce 114.95 
BLUE REEF 





Point ..19.95 _ Blunt...... 19.95 BC Knife 14.95 


PNEUMATIC/SPEAR GUNS 


MARES JBL 
Cyrano 550 .....154.95 Explorer 20....... 69.95 
Cyrano 850 .....164.95 Explorer 22....... 79.95 
Cyrano 700 .....159.95 © Magnum Custom 95.95 
Cyrano 970 .....169.95 38 Special XHD 174.95 
Cyrano 1100...174.95 — Travel Mag. Combo 244.95 

























BAGS and BELTS 


BACK PACKS 
Large 25x20x11 
Economy Pack 56° 


Padded Regulator Bag 19.95 
DUFFEL BAGS 

Lar QO ke.c5. Bifano emanates 29.95 

Dix w/wheels....... cee 34.95 


WEIGHT BELTS 
4 Pocket, 5 Pocket, 


TUSA IMPREX 
Roller Duffle Bag....Call 


6 Pocket or 7 Pocket ~— Mesh Bag...........-.- Call 
Mesh ........:cc00008 14.95 Back Pack BP1........ Call 
Neoprene ......... 18.95 MESH BAGS 
Wt.Belt w/Buckle4.95 XL... eeeeeee 19.95 
Q.R. Weight Belt9.95 — Back Pack ............. 24.95 


SEAQUEST WENOKA BAGS 


XL ProvExceltPace. 20 a5 en ae 114.95 
New ‘96 Pro Excel Pac w/wheels & Handle ....149.95 
Super Pack w/wheels...........::00ccee 69.95 
Super Pack Duffle...........ccccceccsseeceeeeeees 44.95 
Compact Pro Excel Pac..............0:008 64.95 
SUpemPacke Siaeewt se sece een aes 49.95 
PROsEXCel IPAG i Barhicacehscmeee heres 99.95 
Hydro Case with wheels.....................- Call 


BLUE REEF ROYAL SUITS 


6.5mm Neoprene Wetsuit 

e Farmer John step-in jacket 

e Soft stretch neoprene *YKK zipper 

e Durable knee pads quality sealed 
edges.e Plush, smooth & cozy fits 
like a second skin. 


Available in all 5 
sizes. only 139%. 


2mm, 3mm Shorty ..... 59.95 
Jumpsuit 
PARA) oebec 74.95 3mm...... 89.95 


Royal Polartec® Suits 


¢ Nylon/Lycra outer layer 

* Velor fleece lining « YKK zippers 
non corrosive slides 

e 100% Windproof 

® Machine washable 


e Thermal capacity - AWPOLARTEC ° 
702 and up 95 
Available in colors & sizes. only yeeRh 


Royal Lycra Skins 


¢ 8 oz. Nylon/Lycra tricot fabric « 82% nylon, 18% 
lycra 200% stretch « Center back seam 

e YKK zippers non corrosive slides 

* Machine washable 49°° 
Available in colors & sizes. only ee 





TECHNICAL LIGHTING ARMS 


and Accessories f/Nikonos Call 
UW SLAVE 
Morris UW Slave Flash 68.95 


SEA & SEA NIKONOS ACCS 


12/3.5 Fisheye (167°) Call 
Finder for 12mm Fisheye Call 


15/3.5 Call 20/3.5 w/case Call 
16/5.6 Conversion Lens Call 
High eyepon: Viewfinder Call 
Optical Viewfinder Call 
YS-50 TTL w/Arm & Tray Call 
YS120 TTL Call YS300 TTL Call 
Ext Tubes Call 
CANON 
Sure Shot A1 UAV Call 


NEW CANON UW HOUSINGS 
CE-O5 Housing for A2/A2E = Call 


MASTER SERIES 


UA up to 210mm lens 169.95 
UAX same as UA wiflash 184.95 
U-FGM Side Flash 54.95 


U-AMZ Autofocus Zoom 64.95 
U-H Housing f/Hasselblad129.95 
Moisture Muncher 4.95 
Hurricane Hood 59.95 


UW VIDEO HOUSINGS 


VST f/Sony TRS 209.95 
VPL f/Sony FX 214.95 
VCR f/Canon E700 149.95 
VP f/Panasonic PV40 29.95 
Video Cape Small 99.95 


flother models = Call for Price 





PROFESSIONALLY PRODUCED INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO TAPES 
Approved by NIKON 





Basic UW Photography with a 
Nikonos V 


Complete, step by step instruction from 


assembly and testing of the system to 


achieving great results underwater right 


away. #VIBUP 29.95 


Advanced UW Wide Angle 
Photography with Nikonos 
#VIAUPW 29.95 


UR PRO 
UW COLOR CORRECTION FILTERS 
IN STOCK 





SEA KING 


made by UNDERWATER KINETICS 
WATERTIGHT CASES 


Inner Foam with 
Dimensions Version Dividers 

613 13x9x6" 64.95 — 
518 18x13x5" 84.95 _— 
718 18x13x7" 84.95 149.95 
821 21x13x8" 119.95 144.95 


822 21x18x8" 164.95 274.95 
827 209.95 _ 


Seal-Tight 
Waterproof Cases 
Large (18x12x7.5") 
X-Large (19x15x9") 


59.95 
69.95 


Advanced UW Macro 
Photography #VIAUPM 24.95 


CATHY CHURCH: Photo Clinic 


Instructional video explains the Cathy 
Church Technique of under water pho- 
tography. Find out how to get brilliant 
blues and vibrant colors. 
54 minutes #VICCPC 
Special Purchase 


34.95 


New Substrobe 400 w/NC 729.95 


Remote TTL Slave 149.95 
Quick Grip | 94.95 
Quick Grip II 154.95 
New Macro Mount 64.95 
New Macro Arm 169.95 


NEW SUBSTROBE 
OUTFITS 


Consists of choice of 
UW Strobe, 
New Tray & 
Handle Rapid 
Advance, 

New Quick Grip, 
Nikonos TTL 
Sync Cord & 
Pelican Case 


#3946.46 Ai/Ain Kit 


#3946.57 #300 Kit 
#3946.62 #200 Kit 





529.95 
879.95 
899.95 
#3946.43 #50 Kit w/C-Light, 


Bracket & Srobe Arm li 409.95 
DIVING LIGHTS 


Sata-Lite Straight Cord 36.95 
Sata-Lite Coiled Cord 44.95 
Mini C Mark 45.00 
R.C.D. 37.95 
Mini C Halogen w/Batts 23.95 
Maxi C Halogen w/Batts 32.95 
Modular Super Lite 139.95 
Other Ikelite Accs Call 





TIFFEN 
UW FILTERS 


UW 0'-2’ & 2’-7' Strobe Filter 3.95 


PELICAN 


Waterproof, Unbreakable 


#500 Guard Box with foam 13.95 
Inner STD with 
Dimensions Version Dividers 


#1200 -(9.5 x7.5x4.5") 35.50 - 
#1300 -(9.5 x7.5x7") 40.50 - 
#1400 -(12.3 x9.3x5.3") 61.50 - 
#1450 -(15 x10.5x6") 79.50 86.95 
#1500 -(18 x11.7x6.5")97.50 108.95 
#1520 -(18 x13x6.75")107.95124.95 
New #1527 Conv. Travel Bag 65.95 
#1550 -(19 x14x7.7") 114.50 143.95 
#1600 -(22x17x8") 137.50 163.50 
#1650 -(28x18x10.5")159.50 = Call 


SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 


ST rFRcorri©rmi 
uv N . t RH A T t - 
STROMM ONE HOUSING 
¢ for Nikon 8008 
for EOS 


KODAK 
SLIDE FILM 
35mm with 
Film ASA 24 proc. 36 
KM 25) 4.25 7.64 5.89 
KR oa 4.25 7.64 4.69 9.08 


KL 200) 5.19 8.58 7.09 11.48 
EL 400) 5.75 9.12 6.79 11.48 
FUJICHROME 

wio Proc. wiProc. 
Sensia 10036 3.59 6.74 
Sensia 20036 4.89 8.06 
Sensia 40036 5.49 8.64 
Velvia 5.90 9.05 


Ask us about our 
Great Saving Film Specials 


We now accept Discover Card. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, 
phone, and a copy of major credit card or driver's license for reference. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back 
guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are 
subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are supplied with USA or Adorama’s own exclusive warranty at Adorama's option. 
Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by 
manufacturer D.C.A. Second hand dealer's license #802862. NYCDCA# 898591 Not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illus- 
tration purposes only and may not be exact. Prices effective till Dec. 3, 1996 











No Surcharge for MasterCharge or Visa Purchases. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must 
be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of major credit card or drivers license for reference. 
Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank war- 
ranty card. For return/exchange, call for RA#. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to accep- 
tance and verification. Products may not be eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer unless mfg. or dist. warranty 
included. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be exact. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax 
While Supplies Last. Not responsible for typographical errors Prices Valid Thru Dec. 3, 1996 Subject to supplier prices 


tn ai ee ome) Cate 











A Complete Inventory Of Land 
Cameras, Housings, Amphibious 


Ikelite 
Substrobe 200 


eee 


Nikon N90s 


¥ 


i 





© ¥ 
we 


Amphibico Dive Buddy 
For all SONY or Canon 
camcorders 


ne ca 


Nikonos V 


ES 


Amphibco VH1000 


for SONY DCRVX1000 


Sea&Sea NX90 
for Nikon N90S 


Canon ES 3000 


én 


Sea & Sea MX 10 
with YS 40 Strobe 


Sony GVS 50 


view your tapes instantly 


Full Line of Sony Camcorders 
In Stock. Call for Pricing. 


We ship anywhere in the world! 


Underwater Photo Equipment Kepair Expertly Done 


Authorized Dealer for all Major Brands 
In Business 50 Years 


BERGER BROS. 


CAMERA & VIDEO EXCHANGE 
209 Broadway (Koute 110), 
Amityville L.IL., NY 11701 


(800) 262-4160 


Ph: (516) 264-4160 
Fax: (516) 264-1007 





© AD/SD 1996 
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Ralph White 
Underwater Adventurer 
Extraordinaire 


BY PAUL MCCALLUM 


aloh White has logged more bottom 

time on the Titanic than any other 
American. In fact, he’s made more dives 
than the entire 1986 American Expedition. 
Titanic \s only one of the more than 400 
projects Raloh has worked on. His re- 
sume reads like a guide to underwater ad- 
venture. Photographing the Breadalbane 
required diving 350 feet below Arctic ice. 
Searching for the fabled Loch Ness mon- 
ster, Raloh spent three months diving in 
near zero visibility. His work on National 
Geographic’s The Great Whales won him 
an Emmy. He has been in the water with 
Piranhas, Saltwater Crocodiles, Great 
White Sharks and Killer Whales. Often 
working at depths in the 4,000 to 20,000 
foot range, Raloh has had experience with 
almost every type of submersible made. 


Above: A WASP diving suit was used to 
dive the Breadalbane. The wreck is 123 
miles from the magnetic north pole and 
350 feet beneath the frigid Arctic ice. 


FIRST DIVE 
Raloh White was born in San Ber- 
nadino, California, in 1944. In 1945, his 
father relocated the family to Hawaii, 
where Ralph grew up. He first learned to 
skin dive when a friend gave him a pair of 
crude goggles. “They were made of bam- 





Ralph White’s vast array of U/W adven- 
tures include a world record deep sub- 
mersible rendezvous, exploring the Titanic 
and searching for the Loch Ness monster. 


boo, with glass glued to them. | remem- 
ber when | got down deep, the goggles 
pressed into my eyes. It hurt so badly, if 
you can imagine this dried bamboo 
pressing into your eye sockets.” 

In 1955 Ralph logged his first scuba 
dive with a family friend, Joe Crawford. 
Armed with a set of triple tanks anda 
double hose regulator, Raloh spent most 
of his spare time underwater. 

“Sometimes those triple tanks would 
get so buoyant | would literally put rocks 
in my shirt and shorts. Occasionally, the 
rocks would be covered with stinging 
coral and | would get these terrible rash- 
es. Basically, | was 14 and not using my 
brain. I’m lucky | didn’t kill myself on 
those early dives.” 

In 1961 at age 20, Ralph joined the 
Marines. As part of the elite Marine Force 
Recon, he became a military diver. After 
the military, Raloh found work at North 
American Aviation. 

For recreational purposes he took up 
training as a glider pilot. When the wing 
fell off the airplane during his seventh 
hour of training, he discovered sky div- 
ing. He has since logged 2,997 jumps. 

Wanting to share his sky diving experi- 
ences, Ralph started to invent helmet 
mounted cameras, wrist mounted cam- 


photos/courtesy Ralph White 








CENTRAL SKINDIVERS SAVES YOU MONEY!!! 
BIG ati ON un LG NAME BRANDS _ 





NAME BRAND CONSOLES 

PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $ 79 
PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH/ COMPASS TRIPLE $119 
PRESSURE/ TEMP/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $129 
PRESSURE/ ELECTRONIC DEPTH/TIMER $199 
ELECTRONIC FULL DECO COMPUTER $199 
PRESSURE GAUGE WITH HOSE $ 65 


FAMOUS MAKE CONSOLE W/PRESSURE GAUGE, 
COMPUTER AND COMPASS 


$269 


DYNAMITE DIGITAL DISCOUNTS 
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON 
DIGITAL COMPUTERS AND GAUGES FROM 


DACOR, OCEANIC, BEUCHAT, COCHRAN, 
SHERWOOD, TUSA, UWATEC, U.S. DIVERS, 
SEAQUEST, MARES,ORCA, ETC. 





PLAY IT SAFE WITH SPARE AIR 


mu 1996 PACKAGE DEAL “A” 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR JACKET with 
Seg soft band ree Gini exh exhaust, L.P. hose; 
Famous make B ULATOR; 
CTOPUS with long hose; Dou LE 
CONSOLE with pressure and max depth. Save 
hundreds of dollars with CENTRAL’S 
SPECIAL PRICE OF ONLY $499 


Closing out all rental equipment- Suits $50/Tanks $50 
Gauges $40/Regulators $60 - In Store Only 








‘WATCHES SS 
CITIZEN HYPER AQUALAND > CALL 
CITIZEN AQUALAND DUPLEX CALL 
CITIZEN AQUALAND PROMASTER CALL 
CHRONOSPORT BLACK U.D.T. ‘ : +e 
QUARTZ 100 METERS | 
FAMOUS MAKE AUTOMATIC S&S $119 
FAMOUS STAINLESS & GOLD Pe ey oy $109 


MANY OTHER QUARTZ & AUTOMATIC MODELS 
AVAILABLE FROM STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


mus 1996 PACKAGE DEAL “B” Sa 


FAMOUS MAKE REGULATOR with swivel 
first stage and adjustable second stage 

DELUXE BUOYANCY COMPENSA OR with 
power; L.P. hose, soft band pack, rapid 
exhaust, cummerbund; TRIPLE CONSOLE 
with piessure, max depth, compass, OCTOPUS 
with long hose. Save hundreds of dollars by 
buying this famous brand 
CENTRAL'S LOW, LOW 


TANK SPECIALS 
Top Name Brand with Deluxe Valve 
ALUMINUM 15 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 30 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 65 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 80 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 100 CU. FT. CALL 
STEEL 100 CU. FT. CALL 


STEEL 120 CU. FT. CALL 


DELUXE KAM PACK $55 

IN-STORE SUPER SPECIAL! 80 CU. FT. ALUMINUM 
TANK COMPLETE WITH DELUXE VALVE $109.99 

» THERMO-PLASTIC FIN 


Jet Type Blade, “Space Age” 
materials with ‘Adjustable Straps 


ackage for 
RICE OF $649 


& 


és) 





CLEAR STRAP FIN $ 35 
PRO STRAP FIN $ 50 
SILICONE MASK $ 29 
PRESCRIPTION MASK $ 99 
SILICONE VENT SNORKEL $ 15 
HARD SOLE BOOTS $ 25 
FIVE-FINGER GLOVES $ 15 


MANUFACTURER. AND “OF COURSE”, NOBODY BEATS 
CENTRAL'S PRICES FOR OVER 44 YEARS 











NNOT BE} 


RSOLD! If you see something advertised 
I 


iy 
iUN 

for less, let us know and we'll beat the price. 
'CALL 718-739-5772 NOW!!! 
‘OPEN 6 DAYS MON. TO SAT. 10-6:30 | 


ATTENTION! 
READING THIS COULD SAVE 
YOU ALOT OF MONEY AND A 


LOT OF TROUBLE! 
At CENTRAL SKINDIVERS, you get 
ONLY nationally advertised name-brand 


pieces at rock bottom prices. But 
eware!! Some mail order companies may 


try to sell you “PRIVATE LABEL” 
merchandise—equipment that is not 
backed by a worldwide major-manufacturer 
warranty. Call us for details, and let our 44 
years of experience work for you! 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS 


Famous Makes, Best Quality, Low Pressure — 
Inflator & Hose, Quick Dump, Travel Pack. 


DELUXE BLADDERLESS 159 

SUPER DELUXE BLADDERLESS $199 

SOFT PACK BLADDERLESS $229 

MILITARY HORSECOLLAR WITH CO2 $229 

BACK MOUNTED CORDURA B.C. $229 

FAMOUS MAKE WEIGHT DROP $249 ' v 
ORIGINAL MANTA STYLE CALL nail 
B.C. AIR-3 OCTO/REGULATOR $149 


B.C.’S AND STAB, JACKETS FROM SHERWOOD, 
U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, SEAQUEST, SEATEC, 
BEUCHAT, TUSA, MARES, ZEAGLE, ETC 






BAGS & BACKPACKS 

MEDIUM MESH GAME BAG $13 
LARGE MESH GAME BAG $16 
MEDIUM MESH GEAR BAG $22 
LARGE MESH GEAR BAG $25 
LARGE DELUXE GEAR BAG $49 
EXTRA LARGE BACK PACK BAG $89 
SUPER LARGE GEAR BAG W/WHEELS $89 
ALL OTHER BAGS ALSO ON SALE 
UNDERWATER LIGHTS 

4 CELL FLASH $29 
4 CELL LANTERN 1) $45 
8 CELL LANTERN DELUXE $65 
4 CELL BACKUP / $19 
6 VOLT SEALED BEAM BULBS ios $10 
KNIVES 
5" BLADE WITH SHEATH $ 20 
51/2" BLADE WITH SHEATH $ 29 
41/4" BLADE SUPER DELUXE $ 39 


mu 1996 PACKAGE DEAL “C” Sa 


DELUXE BLADDERLESS BUOYANCY 
COMPENSATOR with soft touch inflator, 
cummerbund, quick release shoulder straps, 
rapid exhaust; DOUBLE CONSOLE with max 
depth; HIGH PERFORMANCE REGULATOR 
with extremely smooth flow thru balanced 
piston. This name brand package is a 
CENTRAL LOW, LOW SPECIAL AT $389 


SUPER CLOSE-OUTS 
NEOPRENE POCKET BELT 
7MM PLUSH HOOD 
DIVE ALERT 


(List $45) 
(List $50) 
(List $50) 
(List $35) 
(List $1995) 
(List $1145) 
(List $299) 


Central Skindivers 


160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica, NY 11432 
(718) 739-5772 @ Open 6 Days 
Minutes from Manhattan and Kennedy Airport 


$30 
$35 
$44 
$20 
CALL 
CALL 
CALL 


PADDED REGULATOR BAG 
UNDERWATER SCOOTER 
METAL DETECTORS 
SPARE AIR 





















718-739-9772 


REGULATORS 

SUPER DELUXE MINI (List $480): CALL 
ADJUSTABLE SUPER DELUXE (List $419) $279 
ADJUSTABLE DELUXE (List $358) $ 229 
DELUXE BALANCED PISTON _ (List $300) $199 
FAMOUS MAKE DIAPHRAGM (List $320) $179 
FAMOUS MAKE PISTON (List $230) $ 149 
OCTOPUS (SAFE SECOND) (List $130) $ 79 


REGULATORS FROM U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, 
BEUCHAT, TUSA, SHERWOOD, POSEIDON, 
SEAQUEST, MARES—ALWAYS ON SALE 


BUY AMERICAN FIRST 
Sushi and Spaghetti have no technical! parts, but 
Regulators, Gauges, & es ncy Compensators do. You 
should we to buy NAME BRANDS made in the U.S.A. 


93% of CENTRALS recommendations are U.S.A. made. 


PLEASE, PLEASE PLEASE call us before you spend 
your hard earned money. We have thrilled divers with our 
price and expert advice since 1952. Call us, the advice is 
by divers for divers, and it's FREE 


718-739-5772 6 DAYS - MON THRU SAT 


REGULATOR 
OCTOPUS 

B.C. JACKET 
GAUGES 








Call and Ask For Your Own 
Custom Package Deal 
Use part or all or more than this list. 







TANK YOU PAY CENTRAL'S 
SUIT ROCK BOTTOM QUOTE 
KNIFE 

LIGHT NOBODY BEATS CENTRAL'S 
WATCH PRICE, QUALITY & DELIVERY 
FAMOUS MAKE WETSUITS 

1/4 JACKET/FARMER SUPERSTRETCH $159 

1/4 JACKET/FARMER SUPERPLUSH $ 189 


1/8 JACKET/FARMER SUPERSTRETCH $149 | 
1/8 ONE PIECE JUMP SUIT 99 
1/8 FAMOUS MAKE SHORTY $ 75 
POLARTEC SUITS CALL 
NEOPRENE DRY SUITS, $575 


SHARKSKIN SUITS 
3/16" AND 1/4" NYLON 1 SIDE SHARKSKIN 
JACKET & PANTS 





Small Sizes Only - $79 


OTHER WET OR DRY SUITS AND SHORTIES AND 
SKINS FROM VIKING, U.S. DIVERS, HENDERSON, 
ee HARVEY, O'NEILL, ETC. ALWAYS ON 





DELUXE SPEAR GUNS 

JUNIOR — 31" RUBBER (List $91) $ 69 
STANDARD 42" RUBBER (List $106)  $ 79 
DELUXE 53" RUBBER (List $166) $135 
DELUXE PNEUMATIC 34" (List $250) $199 
STANDARD PNEUMATIC 29" = (List$200) $169 
JUNIOR PNEUMATIC 23" (List $185) $159 


mwa 1996 SUPREME SHERWOOD PACKAGE mmm 
IN STORE ONLY 


Advanced DELUXE BCD with power, rapid exhaust, 
cummerbund pockets, etc; Unique and excellent OASIS 
REGULATOR that keeps your air moist; Low profile 
OCTOPUS; New pressure max-depth, thermometer, 
compass TRIPLE CONSOLE; 80 cu. Ft. TANK with K valve. 
Retail over $1200 elsewhere. CENTRAL SPECIAL $799. 
(LD LI ET EAA IE 


SPECIAL PACKAGE DEALS ON DACOR, U.S. DIVERS, 
TUSA, MARES, POSEIDON, BEUCHAT, AND MANY 
OTHER MANUFACTURERS. 


CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 
! NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS AND NOBODY DELIVERS ! 
FASTER THAN CENTRAL! PHONE FOR RUSH ORDERS! 
| 
! 
1 





Na AACE EO Well ca Zzin0n.tav 


PHONE: 718-739-5772 

FAX (718) 739-3679 

| All Phone orders received before 1:00 p.m. are, 

shipped same day! If you prefer to send a, 

I money order, your order will be shipped same! 

1 day. ersonal checks take time to clear. Sorry, | 
!'no C.O.D. orders 


| 
| — 
; hero 

RICAN) R 
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MR. VER 


INCORPORATED 


You are not going to believe our prices and 
our service for top-quality products! We 
carry popular name brand gear, plus Our 
own name-brands: PRODUCK PIRATE. 

Our guarantee: You don't like it, for any 
reason, send it back for a refund! 


CALL FOR FREE 48 PG. CATALOG 
1-800-092-2228 


MON-FRI 8:00 AM TO 6:00 PM 
SATURDAY’S 8:00 AM TO 4:00 PM 
DISCOUNT PRICES! HUGE INVENTORY! 


Wetsuits, drysuits, gloves, boots, hoods, 
fins, tanks, U/w lights, snorkels, computers, 
packages made to order! Order straight 

from this ad or from out catalog. 


INTRODUCING 


PIRATE SEMI-DRY 
“THTANTUM? JUMPSUIT 


3/16” Titanium Semi Jumpsuit w/skin 
seal at collar, wrist & ankles. Bent 
knee design, knee pads embossed. 
The Titanium Foil Neoprene which ¢ 
is 20% warmer than standard 
neoprene and that means an extra 
measure of comfort & flexibility for 
you! Easy front zip entry. 
METALLIC BLACK ONLY 

SM TO XL # 1069 $239.95 
SXL & KING # 1069 $259.95 


PIRATE REGULATORS & aCTOPUS 


Pirate Octopus 
#91004 $48.95 
Pirate Regulator 

# 91022 $99.95 
Pirate Adj. Octopus 
#30011 $69.95 

Pirate Adj. Regulator 
#99004 $129.95 





THE TR PACKAGE 


BC, REGULATOR & CONSOLE $319.95 


HARVEY’S & TUSA DEALER !! 
CALL FOR CITIZEN WATCH PRICES! 
INTERNATIONAL DIVERS FACTOR OUTLET 
AUTHORIZED SEATEC DEALER! 


COMMERCIAL 
HOOKAH 


PRICES FROM 
$994.95 & UP 


mm DIVER ING. 


P.O. Box 36 - 3788 Pt. Mason Rd. 
Big Sandy, TN 38221 


Info. line: 901-593-5926 

Fax: 800-223-5747/901-593-5931 
Website: http://www.mrdiver.com 
E-mail: mrdiverinc@worldnet.att.net 
Japan Toll Free Numbers 

Phone: 0031-11-3548 ¢ Fax: 0031-11-3533 


= 
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RALPH WHITE 


eras and other photographic gadgets. 
Naturally, it wasn’t long before an under- 
water housing was also built. Everything 
had to be constructed from scratch. 
“The problems with taking a camera U/W 
were 10 times more complicated back 
then. My first camera housing leaked so 
many times | almost gave up.” 

While working at the motion picture 
lab of the North American Aviation flight 
test facility, Raloh came across a com- 





pany memorandum. Dr. Andy 
Rechnitzer was looking for a diver/pho- 
tographer who could take pictures of his 
new submersible, the Bever Mark IV. 
Fresh out of the military and with lots of 
underwater time with a camera, Ralph 
got the job. 


LOCH NESS 

In 1976, Raloh went to Scotland in 
search of the Loch Ness monster. Using 
sonar triggered cameras and underwater 
baiting techniques he filmed some large 
eels. One was ten feet long, large 
enough to be called a monster. 

They also found some high concentra- 
tions of Arctic Char. Since no one had 
seen an Arctic Char since the mid 1940s, 
the local game wardens didn’t believe it 
until Raloh and David Doubilet went 
down and documented it. 

The lakes around Loch Ness area 
breeding ground for huge salmon. The 
salmon were the biggest problem en- 
countered while diving. “David Doubilet, 
Emory Kristof and | were diving and 

..salmon just went through us, knocked 
our masks off, pulled the cameras out of 
our hands...a real mess.” 

Divers on the Loch Ness expedition 
were supplied with drysuits. Unfortu- 
nately, most of the photographers had 
never used one. Emory Kristof designed 
some custom weights to go with the new 
drysuits. “On Emory’s first dive, he re- 


leased the air from his suit and sank so 
fast his fins folded up parallel to his shins. 
We had to pull him out of about a foot of 
mud. It’s lucky we saw him sink because 
the suction was really preventing him 
from getting out.” 


DANGEROUS TIMES 

Raloh once found himself in the middle 
of a Gray Reef Shark feeding frenzy ow- 
ing to overzealous baiting. “| Knew we 
were in trouble when one of the sharks 
made a direct run at Jonn Bird and 
cracked his faceplate. It cut him up pretty 
bad. We had expanded all our bang- 


BA oRTI\V=1 a Cole CH: alee) olelolale)geleleiai aul e) 
during the 1987 French Titanic expedi- 
tion. The White Star logo of the cruise 
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sticks because they were really getting 
aggressive. We had to take cover and 
wait it out.” 

Ralph’s most concerned moment 
was off San Clemente Island, when 
Valerie Taylor got raked across the calf 
by a Blue Shark. While Howard Hall and 
Marty Snyderman helped her out of the 
water Ralph called the Coast Guard for a 
helicopter. 

On another dive, Ralph’s tank valve 
sheared off in 80 feet of water. Because 
his scuba tank filled up with water he 
found himself so negatively buoyant he 
couldn't ascend. He was sinking, without 
an air supply and with a very expensive 
35mm movie camera in his hands. The 
other divers just froze, no one came to 
his assistance. Howard Hall was stand- 
ing on the deck of the boat. When he 
saw Ralph was in trouble he free dived 
down, without mask and fins, and took 
the camera from Ralph. “He wanted to 
help me but | pushed the camera into his 
arms.” Freed from the burden of the 
camera, Ralph ditched his tank and 
weights and ascended. “I credit Howard 
Hall with saving my life that day.” 


A 30 FOOT SHARK 
Ralph’s latest discovery was a 30 foot, 
carnivorous shark in 4,000 feet of water 
off Japan. To attract these large animals, 
a cage filled with tuna is placed on the 
bottom. It’s then a matter of waiting in- 














side the submersible to see what shows 
up. “The French crew (who owned the 
sub) thought we were a little bizarre to 
want to use a $30,000 a day submersible 
to bait sharks. They said, ‘You know, we 
can bait sharks right off the fantail, why 
do you want to use the submersible?’ Of 
course, after the first dive, their energy 
level was way up.” 

When the shark showed up, one of 
the crew yelled, “We got a whale down 
there.” Ralph looked out the porthole 
and realized it wasn’t a whale from the 
texture of its skin. “I didn’t know what it 
was but | Knew to roll all cameras.” What 
followed was an exciting few moments 
as the animal pushed a 30,000 pound 
sub around. “At this point we still didn’t 
know what it was because we couldn't 
see the entire animal.” 

It wasn’t until the animal’s head came 
into view that Ralph recognized it as a 
Pacific Shark (Somniosus pacificus). The 
problem with photographing large ani- 
mals in deep water is there’s usually not 
a point of reference to judge their size by. 
Fortunately, | got footage of the shark by 
our bait cage. It’s 30 feet long and not a 
plankton eater.” 

On the same dive Ralph shot footage 
of a large deep water shark eating anoth- 
er shark of about the same size. It’s 
unique because the shark is swallowing 
its meal snake style, head first and in one 
piece. “As far as | Know, this is the first 
time anything like this has been seen.” 


PIRANHA 

An assignment to film a Piranha feea- 
ing frenzy presented some challenges. 
Because visibility in the Amazon River is 
close to zero, it was decided to film the 
Piranhas in a specially constructed tank. 
To avoid being bitten, Ralph built an 
acrylic sohere. This enabled him to film 
the fish in all directions without any visu- 
al obstructions and still be protected. 
Since the sphere was sealed, using con- 
ventional scuba was ruled out because 
the exhaust bubbles would create prob- 
lems. Ralph’s solution was to use an 
oxygen rebreather. 

Another device used to film the 
Piranhas was a piece of PVC pipe with 
an acrylic dome bolted on each end. 
Raloh would lie inside the pipe and film 
through the dome. Once again, the re- 
breather had to be used. 


THE TITANIC 

Raloh’s proudest accomplishment (to 
date) is his involvement with the Jitanic. 
“When | used to think about the Titanic, | 
never conceived in my mind the possibili- 
ty of ever being able to dive it. So, to be 
able to dive on it and run the kind of op- 
erations we ran in 1987 was probably 
the greatest thrill of my life.” 

Ralph is one of the few people to have 











participated in both the 1985 French/ 
American expedition and the 1987 
French expedition. He returned to the 
wreck in 1991 with the Russians. 

One of the most dramatic moments of 
Ralph’s career was his first dive on the 
Titanic. “| was watching the sector scan- 
ning sonar so | Knew when to really focus 
attention. It was really dramatic the way 
the bow suddenly loomed up.” 

One of the problems with working at 
the Titanic’s depth of 12,558 feet is the 
cold. Heaters aren’t used because of the 
risk of fire and the temperature inside the 
sub drops to 2°C. With dives often last- 
ing more than ten hours, observers 
would get terrible headaches from hav- 
ing their foreheads pressed up against 
the sub’s cold porthole. Bladder control 
also became important. 


A WORLD RECORD 

Ralph was a member of the joint 
Soviet/America team that set the world 
record for the deepest submersible ren- 
dezvous. The submersibles used were 
the Russian built M/R / and MIR II. 
Constructed in 1987 by Ramo-Repolla in 
Finland at a cost of $40,000,000, the 
MIR subs represented the state of the art 
in deep submersible technology. M/R 
translated means peace. 

In June 1989 MIR! was launched from 
the Soviet Support vessel Ke/dysh. An 
hour later, with Raloh aboard, MIR // was 
also launched. “The reason for the hour 
separation was to avoid a possible colli- 
sion between the two subs in the water 
column. In the three and a half hours it 
takes us to descend to the bottom, we are 
virtually a falling brick without power.” 

Because MIR | landed in a gully, it took 
the two subs four hours to locate each 
other. When they did, at 16,500 feet, the 
record was set. Only a handful of explor- 
ers have attained this depth. 


OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

The list of Raloh White accomplish- 
ments is endless. Raloh was project di- 
rector on Operation Phoenix, which in- 
volved the discovery and recovery of nu- 
merous Spanish galleons. He was the first 
cinematographer to shoot footage of 
divers swimming with Blue Whales. Ralph 
has worked extensively with Gray Whales, 
filming their annual migration from the 
Bering Sea to Scammon’s Lagoon. In ap- 
preciation for his contributions, the 
promontory above the nursery channel 
was named Punto Rudoloho. As amem- 
ber of the Aegir Habitat, Raloh spent more 
than a week living below 500 feet. 

With such a vast array of experiences 
to choose from, one might wonder what 
Raloh’s most memorable adventure 
was. When asked this question, he en- 
lee Acne replied, “Il hope | haven't 
done it yet!” == 


EMERALD 
VISION 


124 West 24th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011 
Tel: (212) 463-7663 ¢ Fax (212) 463-7143 


Amphibico 
DIVE BUDDY | 


. 
Electronic soft push buttons locat- 
ed on the right handle control _ i | 
Zoom, power on-off, auto focus ON-/ “jug ee 
off, and record/standy. ‘ ‘ 
External mic extends from the 













front. 


VH-1000 


Most sophisticated housing for 
Sony digital camcorders, complete 
with full electronic controls wich 
operates all the necessary controls 
for even the most advanced video- 
grapher. Designed for professional 
USE. 

¢ High Quality Optics FA 

¢ Umbilical Connection ~~ ; 

e External Microphone \ 


SONY > 


MPK-TRB 


MPK-TRB is compatible with all 

TR & FX Handycams wo %e 
¢ Electronic Controls ie) oo 
e Start/Stop Rec 
e Depth Rated to 246ft. wile 


BENTLEY 


Specially formulated polyurethane meets 
all the demands of the most rugged condi- 
tions 

*Clear Plexiglass Back 
*Folding Handles 
e4.2amp/hr. Battery 
eWide Angle Lens 
eDepth Rated to 250ft. 
For all FX/TR Series 
and equivalents 





ikelite 
Clear housing to assure the 
system is safe by providing 
instant visual inspection. 

¢ Mechanical Controls 

¢ Depth Rating 200’ 
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AUTHORIZED DEALER = 
Nikonos ,~ 6 Wee 
Sea & Sea > 


“Underwater Video Basics” $39.§ 


Instructional Video by Emmy Award winner Steve Miller. 
Undoubtly the best teaching guide available today. 
“Presents all parts needed to start your U/W video 
enjoyment and good use of U/W videography” He 
Waterman, Cinematography & Emmy award winner) 


800-980-2929 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-6:30pm/Sat. 10a.m.-5p.m. 
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BERNARD E. EMPLETON AWARD: 
Bernard Empleton has been called the 
father of recreational diving instruction in 
the United States. In 1954, he formed a 
committee of dive experts to establish 
the Council for National Cooperation in 
Aquatics (CNCA). The CNCA evaluated 
safety aspects of the new and growing 
sport known as scuba. 

Under his guidance the committee 
published a textbook called The New 
Science of Skin and Scuba Diving. They 
developed the first national recreational 
scuba certification guidelines in 1957 for 
the Young Mens Christian Association 
(YMCA). Empleton was the institute’s di- 
rector for the very first national Scuba in- 
structor certification training conducted 
by the YMCA in 1959. These events are 
milestones in diving history. 

One of the industry’s most prestigious 
recognitions, the Empleton Award hon- 
ors individuals for their outstanding lead- 
ership and distinguished service to div- 
ing safety and education. This year, 


BERRY SCUBA 


PROFESSIONAL DIVE SHOPS 


PADI 5 STAR IDC TRAINING CENTER 
AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR OF U.S. DIVERS, TUSA, SHERWOOD, 
U.S. TECH, DACOR, BAYSIDE, BEUCHAT, VIKING, MARES, POSEIDON, 
DIVERITE, PLUS OVER 70 ADDITIONAL MANUFACTURERS. 


ORCA PHOENIX 
Air Integrated Computer 


ORCA Marathon 
Computer 
with Hose Mount Boot 


FREE COLOR CATALOG! CALL 1 
OR FAX YOUR REQUEST TO 1-773-77£ 


BEUCHAT VS4 


Joseph Dabbs and Frank Best Thomp- 
son received the Bernard E. Empleton 
Award. 

Joe Dabbs, of Huntsville, Alabama, 
was certified as a YMCA scuba instructor 
in 1964. He taught at the Huntsville 
Central YMCA in the ’60s and ‘70s, start- 
ed the scuba program at the University of 
Alabama, Huntsville and taught the 
Marshall Space Flight Center courses 
from 1965 to the present. Dabbs man- 
aged and consulted the Neutral Buoyan- 
cy Simulator, where astronauts receive 
weightless environment training. 

Frank Best Thompson, of Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, has been a dedicated 
YMCA scuba instructor for more than 35 
years. During the late 1950s he began 
teaching scuba, making it more accessi- 
ble and safe for all involved. In 1961, he 
became a YMCA scuba instructor and 
gave up his occupation to be full owner 
of Frank’s Underwater Sports Shop. He 
founded Scuba Explorer Post 604 BSA 
in 1967 and was described as the youth 
ambassador of the United States while 
attending the ’72 Munich and ’76 
Montreal Olympics. 

The award ceremony took place at the 
YMCA Scuba Convention in Huntsville, 
Alabama, last November. To make nomi- 
nations for next year, call the YMCA 
Scuba offices at (770) 662-5172. = 


SEA & SEA Profile 1000 
Computer 
with Hose & Wrist Mount 


BERRY CHICAGO 
6674 N. NORTHWESTHWY 36 YORKTOWN CENTER 
CHICAGO, IL 60631 
(773) 763-1626 
Fax (773) 775-1815 


BERRY PALATINE 

1294 E. DUNDEE RD. 

PALATINE, IL 60067 
(847) 358-3848 


CHICAGO AND ATLANTA STORES 
ONLY MINUTES FROM AIRPORTS! 


THE HISTORICAL DIVING Society USA’s 
ANTIQUE DIVING CARDS: If you like old 
scenes of early commercial divers, check 
out the new note cards available from the 
Historical Diving Society USA. These 
cards are hand colored reproductions of 
early wood block prints depicting the 
earliest days of undersea exploration and 
adventure. 

The cards offer four individual scenes 
depicting heavy gear dives on the bot- 
tom of the sea, climbing out of the water 
and preparing to dive. The cards mea- 
sure six by eight inches, are printed on 
heavy stock and beautifully detailed. 
Each set includes two copies of each 
card with envelopes. The cards are 
blank inside. 

The production of the cards was 
sponsored by Diving Equipment and 
Supply Co. (DESCO) in the USA and 
siebe Gorman & Co., Ltd., in Great 
Britain. The cards were produced by the 
Museum of Diving and Underwater 
Exploration in Gosport, UK. Proceeds 
from the sale of the cards will benefit the 
Historical Diving Society USA. 

To order your cards, send $6.50 plus 
$1.50 for postage and handling to the 
Historical Diving Society USA, 2022 Cliff 
Drive #19, Santa Barbara, California 
93109. California residents, please add 
Sales tax, = 


BERRY LOMBARD 


LOMBARD, IL 60148 
(630) 495-2822 


BERRY ATLANTA 
3443 DOGWOOD AVE 
HAPEVILLE, GA 30354 

(404) 766-1186 


LOOK FOR U.S. TECH IN ’97 
COMING TO A DIVE SHOP NEAR YOU 


BAYSIDE POLARTEC® 


800-232-6220 


2) 
Y 
e) 
6 
© 
S 


BEUCHAT VS8 

REGULATOR 

BEUCHAT VS OCTOPUS 

U.S. TECH 

ABC B.C.D. 

U.S. TECH 

DATACOM III 

(Pressure gauge, max 

depth gauge, compass) 
Berry’s Price 

$499.95 


Retail $980.00 


By Malden Mills Four- 
Way Body Hugging 
Stretch and Soft Thermal 
Lining. Warmth 
equivalent to 2.5mm 
Neoprene. Available in 
Men's and Women’s 
Sizes. (Custom 
Polartecs Available) 


REGULATOR 
») BEUCHAT VS OCTOPUS 
§ U.S. TECH 
i TRAVELER B.C.D. 
ay U.S. TECH 
®, DATACOM III 
f~ (Pressure gauge, max 
# depth gauge, compass) 
Berry’s Price 
$549.95 


Retail $1075.00 


Berry’s Price 
$149.95 


Retail $225.00 
AXPOLARTEC 
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WORLD’S LARGEST UNDERWATER 











PHOTO & VIDEO INVENTORY! 


" Me ‘ Bad % & 
ashes a) wf 
‘ oti moe 






New for 1996 is the Light & 
Motion SunRay Modeling light. 
It functions as both a video light 
and a powerful modeling light. 
The light aids in focusing, is 
bright, wide and ables you to 
see the natural colors. No more 
taking “shots in the dark.” Call Helix for details today. 


ewa-marine 


Ewa Marine bags are 
soft sided houses for 
photographic = and 
video cameras. These 
affordable alternatives 
to rigid housings fea- 
ture optical glass ports 
for clear imaging. Call 
for model availability 
& pricing. 


SeAcSEA 


UNDERWATER CAMERA EQUIPMENT 





The new Sea& Sea 
NX-50 housing is 
engineered  specifi- 
cally for the new 
Nikon N50 AF SLR 
camera. This housing 
features an oversized 
shutter release, large 
LCD window, and 
one step camera installation into the built-in Quick Shoe. 
The NX-50 is compatible with 5 Nikkor AF lenses & is ded- 


icated to any strobe using Nikonos TTL connectors. 





Prices & availability subject to change without notice. 
Visa, Mastercard & Discover accepted. 
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HeELIX 


Helix extension tube sets are 


available for Nikonos 35mm & ute tl ny 





28mm lenses. They open your 
underwater photography to a 
new world. 


starting at $95. 


eo 


} 
as ZS 


ne — 
; 





The Spot Shot from Underwater Photo-Tech simplifies 
photography with the Nikonos close-up kit. It accepts 
various models of compact dive lights. Move the camera 
until the light spots coverage. The Spot Shot eliminates 
framer shadows & the risk of framers hitting coral. 


Nikon 


Experience the ultimate in 





» with the world’s first & only 

underwater autofocus SLR - 

the Nikonos RS. Or for the 

Sa ~— tried and true, the standard 

Nikonos RS —we of the industry - the 
Nikonos V. 






Either way, you benefit 
from superior Nikkor 
optics, and Nikon quality. 
se) = Only _-~ Nikon sells more 
Gee = =—Nikonos than Helix. 

Call for Our Everyday 


Nikonos V Low Nikonos Prices! 


mn — BD Sar: 


310 S. Racine Ave., Chicago, IL 60607 


312/421-6000 © FAX: 312/421-2804 
Outside Illinois: 800/33 H.E.L.1.X 
http://www.mastermall.com/helix 
email:helixuw@aol.com 
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Robert L. 
Straight 


eet m atid © S| bes ance (one al | 


Catalog $3.00 

Exclusive marine jewelry in gold and 
IIMA MONA CARO AAACACMALILOlliicmslaacie 
Robert L. Straight. (713) 643-4051 
8439 Barkley Dr. Houston TX 77017 
ristra@neosoft.com or 
http://www.stw.com/rls/ris. Atm 






























FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL! 


This HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-9PM 
(Central Time) Monday thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos 
questions or to help you and your Nikonos out of an 
EMERGENCY. Just call us from anywhere in the world. 
Our assistance is always FREE... 


Bob Warkentin’s 
| SOUTHERN NIKONOS 
SERVICE CENTER, INC. 
9459 Kempwood 
Houston, Texas 7/080 
(713) 462-5436 
Fax: (713) 462-5449 








Goal #1 “human mistake” Education 
Nikonos Workshop articles returned with your equipment 
to explain (& try to prevent) your “human mistakes” 

(Whether you want it or not) 


Goal #2 Equipment Servicing 
¢ SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs ALL Nikonos 
Products (old or new). Nothing else! * Over 200,000 Nikonos 
parts in inventory to provide a 2-3 work day turn-around. « 
All replaced parts are returned as “trophies” of your mistakes 
for your “education”. (Whether you want them or not) 


Your Nikonos ain't just a land camera, it’s DIVE EQUIPMENT! 
So remember, “When it’s time to Service your regulator, 
it’s time to service your Nikonos!!” 
The International Service World of 
——— SOUTHERN NIKON ; 
We’re as close as your post office. 
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Td 


DIVE ALL DAY 





wt SUPER SNORKEL 


Enjoy real diving freedom with an unlimited 
air supply! It’s compact and lightweight. 
You can take it to your favorite dive spots. 


Call Or Write For Information On All Models 


INNOVATIVE DESIGNS, INC. 
3785 Alt. 19 N. Suite $ / Palm Harbor, FL 34683 


(813) 934-4619 


DIVE WITH YOUR 
CAMCORDER 


we 


@UWC) - The Space Suit For Your Camera 
Take any camera or camcorder underwater in 
the @W' Flexible Underwater Camera Housing. 
For diving or snorkeling. Also ideal protection on 
boats and beaches. Tough and durable. 25 years 
as the world's most sold underwater housing. 
Available at camera and dive stores for most 
camcorders and SLR cameras. 


FOR A FREE COLOR BROCHURE 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-257-7742 


ewa-marine».: 


Pioneer Research, 216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108 
Phone 609-854-2424 Fax 609-858-8695 
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TREASURE JEWELRY! 
“Pieces " of Eight” 


#A9044 - $59.95 


Silver Pendant/14KT Gold Overlay Bezel 
Cast from the original Silver Bars 
recovered by Mel Fisher on the 
1622 Spanish Galleon 
“Nuestra Senora De Atocha!” 
ORDER TODAY 


1-800-621-2440 
RESORT GRAPHICS, INC. 


Maritime Art & Collectibles 
447 Carson Avenue Atlantic City, N.J. 08401 


609-348-5826 Fax: 609-344-3052 


VISA/MC/Amex. Add $4.50 S&H. 
Canadian $8.50, 2-4 Day Rush $8.50. 
Foreign Delivery $18.00, plus $3.50 per item. 
N.J. res. add 6% sales tax. Allow 14-21 
days deliv. All orders paid by ck. held 10 days. 


Money back-lifetime guarantee! 
Free treasure catalog available 
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OCEAN LIFE 
WS Se Re i 


The Most Complete Reference for 
Divers and Aquarium Enthusiasts 
on CD ROM! 


Includes Video, Photos and 
Information on over 300 Species 
of: Whales ¢ Dolphins 
Crustaceans ° Tropical Fish 
Plant Life e Nudibranchs 
Sharks © Aquatic Birds 
sea Shells e And More! 


Plus diving regulations and 
information for all 50 states! 


ONLY $37.95 


(plus $3.50 S&H) Poy” 


OCEAN/MARINE TECHNOLOGIES 
: 7415 Garden Grove, Ste. 12 
». san Antonio, TX 78250-3107 
1-800-793-4038 
Fax: 210/684-2154 
_ http://www.ally.ios.com/“omtek19 
& e-mail: omtek19@stic.net 
= IBM PC/Windows/Win 95/ 
NT Compatible * Visa/MC Accepted 
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1S THE LOPE GaINGS 


THAT MAKE DIVING 
EVEN MORE FUN! 









AQUALAND DUPLEX 


We carry 
a HUGE 
Selection... 
¢Hyper Aqualand _, 
¢ Aqualand Chrono }78 
¢ Combo 

¢ Yachting 

¢ Windsurfing 

¢ and much more! 


Ask about our 
Triple Guarantee! 


To place an ORDER or for a FREE catalog call 


1-800-788-2221 


Check or 
freaneas 7 Money Order eee 
—T —_— = 


Authorized 1 Citi itizen Dealer 


As J.C. PROMASTER 
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Contagious bacteria, viruses and fungus 
foo] Fife Mol-m Via dialcMlartio( Mmvellimitveleieale)( cer. 


For safer snorkeling and scuba diving, 
use the Amoeba ScubaGuard™. 
Developed by an oral surgeon and diving 
enthusiast, this patented shield fits easily 
over your mouthpiece. 
a = For more info or 
to order direct, call 
1-800-99-PUDGE 
Pudge Corp.™ 
PO Box 38 
Bedminster, PA 18910 
FAX:215-795-0335 
http://www.pudge.com 
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DIVING WATCHES 























®KEG Graphics 


Three color design. Available in L and XL sizes. 100% cotton 
Credit card orders call: 1-800-874-8639 

Send check or money order to: Life’s a Beach, c/o Cook 
Associates, 34 Smith St., Norwalk CT 06851 


Allow four to six weeks for delivery 
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TELL THE 
WORLD ABOUT 
YOUR PRODUCTS 





Skin Diver Magazine is distributed in 
109 countries around the world. 
From Iceland to Tasmania, 


active divers read SDM every month. 


To place your ad in the 
Diver's Gear Bag 
Tel: (213) 782-2760 
Fax: (213) 782-2556 
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LEISURE PRO’S 

BLUE REEF AGRESSOR 
DIVE COMPUTER 
(Continued from Page 99) 


The Agressor is powered by a long life, 
three volt lithium battery. It is user re- 
placeable and should last approximately 
2,000 hours. 

The operating depth of 220 feet is well 
beyond the normal recreational limits of 
most divers. 


CONCLUSION 

The Blue Reef Agressor is full featured 
and the automatic functions are espe- 
Clally appealing: most notably the altitude 
adjustment and the battery monitor. The 
compartmented display is nicely ar- 
ranged and the highly utilitarian Diver 
Pictograph makes diving with the 
Agressor a breeze by significantly reduc- 
ing the chance of misinterpreting data. 
With all its advanced features, the 
Agressor’s suggested retail of $249.95 
seems shockingly low, making this dive 
computer a great value for your money. 
In addition to the wrist mounted version 
we had for our review, the Blue Reef 
Agressor is available in a console config- 
uration. For more information on this top 
quality and affordable dive computer, 
contact Blue Reef at 42 West 18th 
Street, New York, NY 10011 or call (800) 
637-6880; fax (212) 691-7286. =® 


6. 2 wo a Nel 


| 
| 
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PALAU’S OCEAN HUNTER: See & Sea 
Travel of San Francisco is offering a 
broad variety of 7 and 10 day cruises 
aboard Ocean Hunter in Palau in 1997. 

The Ocean 
Hunter ac- 
commodates 
Six divers who 
average 30 to 
34 dives per 
week. Ocean 
Hunter moors 
right on the 
dive site to 
avoid long 
chase boat 
rides. This ensures divers can go in the 
water whenever they are ready. 

For more information, contact See & 
Sea Travel at 50 Francisco Street #205, 
San Francisco, CA 94133; (415) 434- 
3400, fax (415) 484-3409. You can e- 
mail to divxprt@ix.netcom.com or visit on 
the Internet at htto://www.divxprt.com/ 
seea&sea. = 
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ARMATO'S 
1(800) 520-5012 


Professionals serving the 
Photo & Video industry for 30 years 
Authorized Sony B&I Dealer 
Authorized JVC & Panasonic Pro Dealer 


Sea&Sea MX 10 
with YS40 Strobe 


MotorMarine Ilex 
with YS50 Strobe 


Amphibico Dive Buddy for 
Sony or Canon Camcorders : 


We accept school and 
corporate purchase orders 


Ikelite Video Housing 
for all Sony Camcorders 


MENTION 
SKIN DIVER 
TO ARMATO’S 
& RECEIVE 


$25 OFF 
YOUR PURCHASE! 


Purchase must exceed $250. 
Valid thru 12/31/96. 


FAX ORDERS 718-628-7441 


Fastest in-house repairs in the industry! 


: EWA Marine -the affordable 


Sea Life Reefmaster Kit 3 underwater housing 
i? 


Nikonos V 
SB 105 Strobes instock : t Thelite By cheating 


© AD/SD 1996 


Aguashot ty bstrobe 


1(800) 520-5012 _ 


67-16 Myrtle Ave. 
Glendale, NY 11385 
Ph: (718) 628-6800 


closed Sat & Sun A 


D 


aM 


http://www.avnet.org/av DE \ v 


E-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
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THE OKEANOS 
AGGRESSOR 
(Continued from Page 30) 


ohotographers and the boat caters to 
them. There Is a freshwater rinse tank 
and a large camera table—with 110 volt 
strobe/dive light charging stations—on 
the dive deck. All Aggressor vessels fea- 
ture an onboard photo pro, who rents 
ohoto equipment, provides free advice 


rain forest covered mountains and spec- 
tacular waterfalls. 

Dive guests are prone to mutinous 
thoughts when the food isn’t plentiful and 
excellent—all that exercise makes us 
ravenous. Luckily, the Okeanos 
Aggressor crew Is more than equal to the 
task, producing three wonderful meals 
each day as well as delicious, energy 
promoting snacks. 

THE DIVING: As you can see from our 


and teaches a specialty 
course resulting in PADI or 
NAUI certification. The pho- 
to pro alSo processes E-6 
film daily and produces a 
video of your trip that you 
can purchase. 

If you prefer to leave your 
bulkiest scuba gear at home 
and rent BC, regulator, etc., 
this is possible aboard the 
Okeanos Aggressor. While 
the cost is nominal, the con- 
venience factor is nothing 
short of phenomenal. 

Along with everything else 
on the boat, the lounge and 
dining area on the Okeanos 
Aggressor have been refur- 
bished. There is new carpet- 
ing and furniture but the very 


AGGRESSOR FLEET VESSELS 


Vessel 
Bay Islands Aggressor Il! 


Honduras | 


Belize Aggressor Il WAN ; 


Belize 


Cayman At ggressor TT 
Cayman Islands 


Galapagos Aggressors Wil 


Ecuador 


Kona Aggressor Thm 


Okeanos Aggressor 


Costa Rica 
Palau Aggressor Il 


Palau eo y ENE, Svan Ce Seer ea Or Mer Gr aac i Dirini baiae Gti UE Ey 3 
Truk Aggressor ie 

| TrukLagoon hue 

Turks & Caicos Aggressor 

Turks & Caicos 


Seat Cee: ec rt: (ke ae ee . ee a cca: cary 
1 1 0/1 20’ 


ae? Se ce ie eke meen C2 
1 1 0’ 


Cruise 


Length _ Price* 


$1,195 


Length #Divers 
110’ 


‘| $1,495. 


gr. y | $2,345 


EE SN Cen it 
80 $1,695 


$1,995 





$1,495/ 


$1,595 


$2,795 


comfortable lounge still fea- 
tures an entertainment cen- 
ter, where guests frequently 
gather between dives to view 
just shot videos, and light tables for view- 
ing just processed slides. 

In between dives guests also gather on 
the sundeck to relax, catch a few rays or 
just enjoy magnificent vistas of Coco’s 


AGGRESSOR FLEET/ 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 
L’AVENTURE SCHEDULE 


Project Ocean Search ’96 

| Galapagos 

Aggressor | December 12 to 21 
Project Ocegn wii ‘97 
FijiAggressor is 
Fiji Aggressor $ 

Jean-Michel Cousteau/Team Nikonos '97 
Turks & Caicos Aggressor June 14to21 | 
Cayman Aggressor lil © ~ August 23 to 30 

Sail with Jean-Michel Cousteau '97 

Okeanos Aggressor _ October 18 to 26 — 


_ JIM CHURCH/STAN WATERMAN 
1997 PHOTO COURSES 


_ Okeanos Aggressor © 
July 5 to 14 


Palau Aggressor a 
— April20 to 27 — 
April 27 to May 4 

October Sto 12. 


Truk Aggressor Il 
Aprili3to20 
May 4 to 11 

October 12t019 





*Prices good from January through June 1997. Special cruises, such as those 
with Jean-Michel Cousteau, Stan Waterman or Jim Church, cost more but 
there are also cruises offered at discount rates—ask when you book! 


route map, on most trips the Okeanos 
Aggressor circumnavigates Coco. Many 
of the sites are offshore rocks, sea- 
mounts and islets. The mothership an- 
chors close to the island, two 18 foot in- 
flatables shuttle guests to and from the 
sites. Considerable care is taken to re- 
lieve guests of gear handling. The crew 
loads everyone’s equipment onto and off 
the inflatables; guests merely step 


1997 JIM CHURCH 

PHOTO COURSES 

Cayman Aggressor lil — 
August 9 to 16 


1997 CLAY WISEMAN 
PHOTO COURSES 
Belize Aggressor fll — 
August 23 to 30 
Turks & Caicos Aggressor 
November 1 to 8 


1997 STAN WATERMAN 
PHOTO COURSES 


. BaytslandsAggressor lil 
danuary 18 to 25 
Kona Aggressor il | 
May 371 to June 7 
_ Cayman Aggressor lil | 
July 19 to 26 








aboard. Also, divers are helped into and 
out of the water. 

Throughout the trip there are usually 
three day dives and a night dive, the latter 
depending upon the conditions. The div- 
ing is for those with experience only. 
Water temperatures range from 74 to 
78°F, necessitating the wearing of a full, 
one-eighth inch wetsuit year-round. The 
water’s surface is only flat calm occa- 
sionally and currents are a way of life. 
Most of the diving is drift dives. Visibility 
averages about 75 feet but can exceed 
100. The best action is found between 
50 and 100 feet. 


cylinders, now called Luxfer Gas Cyl- 
inders, Is the first division of the new 
holding company, which also houses 
Riverside based Superform USA under 
its corporate umbrella. 

“Together with our sister company in 
England, we have become the world’s 
largest and most successful manufac- 
turer of high pressure gas cylinders,” 
said John Rhodes, president of Luxfer 
Inc. “We are using our world-class re- 
sources and considerable capital from 
our new stockholders, British Aluminum 
Holdings, to expand our business so 
that we can capture an even larger share 


of the growing world market for alu- 
minum gas cylinders and diversify into 
other aluminum and non-aluminum re- 
lated businesses.” 

More than 20 million Luxfer high 
pressure gas cylinders are in service to- 
day throughout the world in all major 
gas markets, including life support, 
medical, beverage, COs, industrial gas- 
es and scuba. Luxfer Gas Cylinders’ 
106,820 square foot facility in 
Riverside, California employs more than 
260 workers. The company has addi- 
tional plants in Placentia, California, and 
Graham, North Carolina. = 


Manuelita will most likely be your in- 
troduction to Coco diving. Schools of 
Scallooed Hammerheads are frequently 
seen here and Whitetio Reef Sharks are 
much in evidence. Dirty Rock, which is 
actually a large island, offers not only 
Hammerheads but schools of Marble 
Rays. Alcyone, a submerged rock com- 
ing within 70 feet of the surface, has yield- 
ed many sightings of Sailfish and Marlin. 

While Known for its large marine life, 
Coco also offers incredible macro life. 
Dare to leave your wide angle setup on 
the boat and take your macro system 
U/W and you'll likely be rewarded with 
shots of frogfish, Snowflake Morays and 
Harlequin Shrimp. 

GETTING THERE: Okeanos Aggressor 
trios are nine or ten days long, with six or 
seven days of diving. U.S. passengers fly 
into San Jose, Costa Rica, and spend the 
night in that city. The next afternoon they 


47 1-800-290-5622. 
SH, w Tel: (718) 437-4257 
5 Aw Fax: (718) 437-5136 - 204 

wi SPORTS Ll wm ©.mall: cget@pipeline.com 


5104 12th Avenue’ 
Brooklyn, NY 11219. 


Best Prices On: 


¢SHERWOOD ¢ TUSA 
© U.S. DIVERS ¢ SCUBA PRO 
¢ MARES e CRESSI 
¢ DACOR ¢ OCEANIC 
*BEUCHAT ¢ SEAQUEST 
DIVE RITE 
e|.D.1. 
e ZEAGLE 


Worldwide. 


_ SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
FOR INSTRUCTORS 


B.C. your choice: Tusa, Sherwood Seaquest, 
Fic. - Bladerless, Back Pack Padded, Dual 
Bands, Low Profile to reduce Drag, 2 Lg. Pckts 
w/Drain, Balanced Power Inflator, Snug Fit. 


Regulator your choice: Sherwood, Tusa, 
Mares, Dacor- High Performance, Lightweight, 
Easy Breathing, No Resistance. 


Console your choice: Sherwood, Tusa, Mares- 
Gauge 5000 PSI, Depth w/MDI & Temperature 


Octopus your choice: Lightweight & Long Hose 


© Regulator Bag 
ONLY 
‘aG9" 


Altitude, Temp, Interval Time, Max Depth 
, Bottom Time, No Fly, Log Book , Surface 
Interval, Deco Time, Etc. 
¢ NO Decompression = Illuminated Disp. 
¢ Self Diagnostic Mode 
¢ Functional Dep. 250 Ft. 
¢ Auto Altitude 10,000 Ft. 


ONLY | 
$9645 wast moun inciunen 
THIS MODULE FITS INTO YOUR CONSOLE 


DIVE LIGHTS - IKELITE 


B.C. Tusa Imprex, 

Regulator Sherwood - New 96 Model 
Gauge, Pressure Depth & 
Temperature 

Tusa Duo Air IR3 SR ™OIS 
Hose Protectors 


SCUBA PACKAGE #101C 
PREMIER PACKAGE 
¥ * Mares or Sherwood, BCD 
¢ Tusa Regulators 
¢ Sherwood or Tusa, Consule 


© Ikelite Light 
e Save A Dive Kit 


: an, ; Mini CH Sale Super C Lite HC Call 
are taken by air-conditioned bus to the Large Duffle Bag PP ty ed Mini GFirent Call Super G Lite Re, Call 
Hose Protectors 334 Hose Protectors » Dual Hose Holder Mini C Mark Call RCD Halogen _— Sale 
boat, which docks in Puntarenas, two FREE LOG BOOK Maxi C H Call RCDHRech —_Sale 
hours away. Ss S SPD-AA 50V CALL 
To enter Costa Rica, U.S. citizens CALL FOR OUR HOLIDAY SPECIALS NEW AQUASHOT IT ake 
= al 
must possess a passport or two forms of WEDAHAYA FINE LMP OR IWELITE PHODIOTS 
identification, one with a photo. PLEASE CALL 
For more information on a Coco Island mnt adkag 9. tign ee aa 
adventure, contact the Aggressor Fleet TUSA UK400R 104.95 SLB, 29.85 
2 ss FINS MASK 
(504) 884-0817. Youcan also wrte to | || paageeconse— BisBk en gis Non om ste 
( ) aeete ; DBL, FEATHER QUICK ADJUST Quatro, Avanti, Avanti FF Britelite 
P.O. Drawer K, Morgan City, LA 70381; 7306, 5700, 7000, 6000, 3800 DACOR | Super Palit be 95 
: ‘ : : yper Ury Mas - = MASK etican water Froo oam or W/O a 
e-mail to divooat@aol.com; 103261. ini Design 4000, 2000 een cx ‘Paebt CT GAUGES 
\s 


1275@compuserve.com or visit the Web 
Site at htto://www.aggressor.com. ™* 


y SNORKEL 
Integra DV, Int Rex 


Mares Flatbrass 2D 
Mares Flatbrass 2C 
Sherwood Combo 200 


SNORKEL 
Dry 580, 400, 410, 500 
SHERWOOD MASK 


poeta ntntmntittmervnenctminienrvremin rman AAA 


|90000000 


Di f 
4 eet 
ve O id 
Serene em AR MENEAME MEASEN MAMTA ATOMS EAERMOMMN 
gi 


gating 


LuXxFER USA LIMITED NAME CHANGE: 
Rapid growth in its aluminum high pres- 
sure gas cylinder business worldwide 
and its intention to diversify into other 
businesses has prompted Riverside 


Genesis Series Slim Line 4700, 4000, 4600, 4200 


Sherwood Compass Module 


REGULATORS AVAILABLE 
| TUSA TUS DIVERS | 


usa 
Sherwood Minimus 


rahe Duplex 
Aqualand Hyper 
Aqualand Pro 


Mini Mask 4400, 2100, 2000 
OCEAN MASTER 
Equalizer Z2 

Equalizer 24 

Dry Snorkel 


SCUBA PACKAGE 


e Traditional Mask © Open Hill Fins « Snorkel wince 


ALE ne $5 G00 


SPARE AIR KIT 2.7 - ON SALE 


|BEUCHAT_ MARES FO ACOR 
im th 


Duo Air Gi Tusa $S400 


ITIZEN WATCHES — 


Call for 
Lowest 


Call Sherwood Octopus ci 
Sherwood Shadow + 109.95 Seaquest Air Source 


3 MM Shorty 
3 MM Wet Suit 
6.5 MM Wet Suit 
(plush, DBL Stich etc) 
Polartec Suit® 
Warm Water Glove 
Cold Water Glove 
Reef Glove 


99.99 
139.95 


139.95 
C 


“<1 Hood w/Plush 
“Y Boot w/Premium Sole 


Back Pack DBL Padding 
Mesh Bag LR 
Duffle Bag LR 


Sherwood Pressure Gauge 
Sherwood Combo 150’ 
Oceanic Max Depth Navcon 
Tusa Triple Gauge 

Tusa DBL Gauge 

Pressure Gauge 


COMPUTERS 
ORCA Marathon Kit 
ORCA Phoenix 

Sherwood Source Combo 
Sherwood Resource 
Tusa Computer Wrist 
Tusa Computer Console 
US Divers Computers 
Beuchat Pro Comp 


all | Dive Rite Bridge Call 


We at Sunshine Sports 
GUARANTEE that you will obtain 
the LOWEST PRICE & the BEST 
SERVICE on any item that we 
carry. This is how it works locate 
any item at any retail outlet or from any 


catalog with their price & we will beat that price. 
Aqualand II Weight Belt w/Buckle No conditions. Remember: Shop around & make 
200M Proffesional Snorkel Vest your last stop at Sunshine before you go diving. 
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headquartered Luxfer USA Limited to 
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904-332-4141 
407-848-1883 


Jacksonville, Fl. 904-646-3828 


Gainesville, FI. 
Palm Bch, FI. 
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The Professional's Source. To Order-Call Toll Free 


212 444-6649 1-800-947-9979 
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119 West 17TH STREET © New York, New York 10011 
NEW! é 
NIKONOS FOR NIKONOS Epoque! ET-100 ewa-marine 


Ikelite Optical Viewfinder #5002 ..119.95 Waterproof 35mm Sport Camera «UA Housing ......182.00 
Ikelite Ext. Tube Set #4090.03..99.95 occu tnteceng crane UA-X Housing. .205.00 











BELIZE’Ss BLUE MARLIN LODGE: The 
Blue Marlin Lodge, on Southwater 





























SEA & SEA : $499.95 un 
: : ¢ Up to 150 ft. underwater .......... 2 UA-XP Housing 254.00 
Nikonos RS AF SLR... CALL NEW! 12/3.5 Fisheye................. CALL 
Caye , iS Offerin g three d ay/fo Ur NIg ht 13/2.8 R-UW AF Fisheye............ CALL NEW! Viewfinder for above........CALL ae bli +4 
98/0 B REWIWIAR ta. ee CAtL —-:15/3.5....s.5. CALL 20/3.5........ CALL 3s" and Winder... 114. 
Dac kag es th rOug hout 1997. The pack- EO/OGiTIW cake ELAR CALL 16mm Conversion Lens f/ 35mm.....CALL . UF-X Camera 
. ' 20-35/2.8 R-UW AF... CALL High Eyepoint Vewfinder w/smalt Zoom & 
ages INC lude accommodations , a | SB-104 UW TTL Speediite.....CALL ie = U8 a rb titi i 35mm Automatic Dive “$9.95 Shoe Flash... 130.95 
we Double Bracket ..........ccccc.0. 219.95 Optical Finder for 15, 17, 20mm... Operational to 60 ft. depth............ 95 Siastace Ve E 
meals and diving. Mounting Bracket Set SK-104 199.95 EXTENSION TUBES W/FRAMER P ; : $ UFX-P Camera w/Motor Drive & Flash..119.95 
etonSiOW Bic. ckn then, 189.95 35mm 1-1....CALL 35mm 1:2...CALL NEW! U-FZL Camera w/Long Zoom................ 130.95 
*Nikonos V Body... 569.95 mm Ne eek erga 1:2 agate RSaIiHasty U-MM Compact Auto Focus Camera ......68.00 
SPECIAL! Purchase a Nikonos V ee am ar ee dg, Hurricane HOO ......sstassstessssterseeie 64.00 
; : New! YS-300 THL fathee c..ce cvs CALL to 164 ft. 
Body & receive from Nikon a SCUBA VIDEO TAPES $1 99.00 | U-VVL For Sharp Viewcam............. 246.00 
FREE Extension Tube Cathy Church Instructuctional ..29.95 U-VST For Sony TRS, 6, 7 242.00 
*Nikonos V with 35/25 734.95 Basic Introduction Using Nikonos V..24.95 i, es Bias : 
Orig Nikonos Case eae: g5 Advance Course Using W.A. Lenses 29.95 AQUAT ICA Chipeta ds ieee a cae 
15/2.8.....1499.95 20/2.8.....709.95 Advance Course Using Macro & Closeup 29.95 | amma assassins a mesa PanaSONic EZ-1.....cccceessccsscsssvesseeaseeess 246.00 
28/35 UW 379.95 WORLD OF J. COUSTEAU Distributed by Nikon Inc. = 
hans Nee. ' V-1000 f/Sony DCR VX-1000 Digital .469.00 
35/2.5.......167.95 80/4 UW...369.95 We area 
SB-105 Outtit......................... 639.95 VCX for Canonn L-2 viene 273.00 
! 
Nikonos Close Up Kit w/o Case .209.95 FULL STOCK Dealer! 
Case For Close Up... 79.9 











DF-10 Optical Finder................. 
Dele. 2 299.95 DF-12....... 

28mm Finder......... 
35-80mm Finder.... 
Double TTL Sync Cord...... 
Double Bracket #10214.. 








aC 
Motor Marine II Kit w/YS-50 Flash CALL 
Es 16mm Lens MM II CALL 20mm...CALL 
Double Bracket Set #10201 .. 319. 95 Optical Viewfinder #$0140 ....... CALL 
Extention Arm Set #10203......139.95 | High Eyepoint Finder #0150 ...CALL 






STROBE PACKAGES 












Sync Cord #10208.......cc0.0. 89.95 Macro Lens 1.3.CALL Macro Lens 1.2..CALL CAMERA HOUSING for NIKONOS 
‘: SEA KING YS-50 TTL-I! Flash Kit.............. CALL For Most SLR’s AF... cee 549.95 NEW! 3943.43 Substrobe 50” Kit ..364.95 
NEW! Complete Guide to Sea & Sea.22.95  AquaShOt Il... secs: 62.95 NEW! 3946.43 Substrobe 50” Kit ..415.00 
wiFoam w/Divider PEL IC A N Aquashot Il w/Macro Kit 3946.46 Substrobe Ai Kit............... 535.00 
SK 518 (18.5x14.5x5.7) 84.95 = Md SUDSTHODEGh ct ed esse ek ees 224.95 NEW! 3946.62 Substrobe 200........ 910.00 
SK 613 (14x10.6x6.5) ....64.95 aaa Black/Silver/Orange or Yellow FLASHES 3946.57 Substrobe 300 Kit............ 899.00 
SK 716 (17.5x11.6x7)....84.95 109.95 Inside Dimensions w/foam Dividers Substrobe 505 w/Slave.......... rae te 189.95 
SK 718 (18.5x14.5x7.2)*B4.95 149.95 1200 (9%x7%x4%) 35.50 — 4043 Substrobe 50................. 294 95 VIDEO HOUSINGS 
SK 821 (21.5x14.5x9) *109.95 164.95 300 Peter) | 40.50 eg 1048 SubstrObe Al ricer ner 346.50 iy a reaRe Hae tk seer a 
i i i SK 822 (22.5x19.6x9) ..164.95 — AXQAXO A 30 80. NEW! 4062 Substrobe 200............... 619.95 FOr sony FA series (opecily) ......... . 
The Blue Marlin Lodge is a PADI Five ge an ee 209.95 [3 440 ee 79.50 oe 4050.Substrobe 150 Nicdd.......... 489.00 FOr SONY VX-3.........secsssesees sees 1049.95 
| j \ Available in black, grey, yellow XT TAXOA . . NEW! 4058 Substrobe 400............... 729.95 
Star Dive Center with a twin 300 hp Pro *Black Only, Other Colors Call 1520 (18x12%x6%) 107.50 138.50 Substrobe 300 Nicad ...........ccccecee. 599.95 ic a eh: 
; ; , ; 1550 (19x14x7%) 114.50 158.50 aR pane e RCD HAlOQEN........-..-ssseeeersessssssenessers 43.95 
42 leading its fleet of dive boats. The div- DOSKOCIL 1600 (22x17x8) 137.50 180.50 Mini C-Light Halogen (Spec.Color)....24.95 





WATERTIGHT CASES 1650 (29x21x11) 159.50 — Sepp Mere ee eh aoeg, Modular Super Light (nicad)........149.95 
Seal Tight Lg 17/4x12x7%.......... 59.95 1750 (50%x13%x5) 184.50 Modular Video Lite (nicad)............. 199.00 


Seal Tight Ex Lg 18/414 x814.......69.95 NEW! 1526 (1520 case wiGaddet. SINGH-RAY UNDERWATER FILTERS Modular Video Lite 45 (nicad) ....... 214.95 
Available in Gray or Black Bag Silver, Black) ........00.......... CALL [52mm..29.95 58mm..34.95 3x3mm94.95| 4052 Charger for Nicad Lites.............. 36.95 


Minimum Shipping USA (Except AK & HI) $7.00 up to 3 Ibs. Add 60¢ for each additional Ib. For ins. add 40¢ per $100. Prices valid thru NOV. 19, subject to supplier prices. ©1996 B&H Photo-Video. Not responsible for typographical errors. 





ing is concentrated around the Central 
and Southern Belize barrier reefs with 
special trios to Glover’s Atoll. 

The Blue Marlin Lodge has recently fin- 
ished two more ocean front private 
cabanas a mere 20 feet from the water. 
“The upgrades never stop at the Blue ) i 
Marlin Lodge and we have added shorter D t 
trios to accommodate travelers with less On MSs 
time but who still want the incredible div- 


ing Blue Marlin has to offer,” says owner ° ° } 
Rosella Zabaneh. Skin Diver g 

For more information regarding the 
Blue Marlin Lodge you can call (800) 
798-1558, Blue Marlin direct at (800) A ] 
688-0286 or fax Blue Marlin at (011) hnua 
501-52-2296. »8® 

® @ 
Dive Guide 
photography fans can now get a free 
poster from Nikon. to 

The poster, The New Art, features an 
underwater macrophotograph ofa 
Banded Coral Shrimp. The photo was ee 0 
taken by world-famous underwater Fy l 
photographer Stephen Frink, using a 
Nikonos RS. A poster highlighting the 
Nikonos RS SLR photography system 
is also available for underwater photog- 
raphy equipment dealers and fans. ; . 

Nikon's free underwater posters can aces issue. 
be obtained by contacting Nikon Under- rhs 
water Systems, 1300 Walt Whitman 
Road, Melville, NY 11747; (800) 52- 
NIKON. Posters are available on a first 


come, first served basis and no purchase 
is necessary. = 
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Florida Cave Diving, Puzzle— 
Which Way Up, Which Way Out? 


n June of 1990, | was a newly certified 

divemaster on my first assignment. | 
was looking forward to this trip because | 
would be with two students working on 
their advanced certification. The instruc- 
tor on the trip (also the dive shop owner) 
would be working with the open water 
students. 

The site chosen for our trio was one of 
Florida’s many freshwater springs, noto- 
rious for their complex 
cave systems, which 
have cost many divers 
their lives. 

The instructor/own- 
er, who | will refer to as 
Bud, briefed me on my 
task. | was to take the 
students on their deep 
dive of the day—/70 
feet with a proper safe- 
ty stop. Knowing | 
hadn’t dived this site 
. before, Bud explained 
the topography of the 
spring to me. The bot- 
tom of the main pool 
was at 45 feet and to 
achieve 7O feet we 
would have to descend 
into an angular cavern. 
Bud also warned me not to go beyond a 
sign posted at the entrance warning 
those untrained in cave diving to turn 
back. | was told the cave opening was at 
approximately 75 feet. 

A plant the locals call duckweed cov- 
ered the spring's surface. Figuring very 
little sunlight would filter through the 
weed, | recommended we all take our 
lights. We started our descent and found 
conditions worse than we anticipated. 
The water was extremely muddy. 
Visibility at 45 feet was five feet and di- 
minishing. After making sure my divers 
were OK, | signaled the start of our final 
descent down the cavern shaft. We 
quickly ran out of what little daylight we 
originally had and visibility decreased to 
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BY JOHN CALCAGNO 


an arm’s length. Keeping an eye on my 
depth gauge, | found a small plateau at 
72 feet. While in a tight formation, | asked 
if everyone was OK and checked how 
much air each of them had left. We were 
in good shape on all accounts. All we had 
to do now was Start our ascent. 

When | turned around, | was surprised 
to see a rock wall in front of me. | glanced 
left and saw solid rock. | looked straight 


. Never Dive Deeper 
§ Than the Depth 
of Your 


Experience 





up and saw rock again. The group was to 
my right and waiting for me to lead them 
out. Did | make a complete 180 degree 
turn’? Was there an opening in front of me 
that | just couldn’t see because of poor 
visibility? | decided not to give in to the 
demons of my mind. This must be the 
way we came in. 

| started a hand over hand climb and 
found an opening after all. The terrain 
was much steeper than | had noticed on 
the way down. As we started our ascent, 
| strained my eyes to see any signs of 
daylight. /t’s a clear sunny day, | thought. 
Where's the sun? Suddenly, the demons 
returned. | started wondering if this really 
was the way out or if we were ascending 
into one of the many caves. | asked the 


Colorado 80322-2595. 





two divers if they were OK. With eyes big 
as saucers they signaled OK. They stuck 
to me like glue. | checked my air—1,200 
posi. | thought to myself, /f we’re /ost, 
we've got about 15 minutes to find our 
way out. Oh God, don’t let me kill these 
poor guys! 

After what seemed an eternity but was 
probably less than two minutes, we made 
the 30 foot ascent. All at once, | noticed 

some sunlight above. 
Visibility increased and | 
could see the edge of a 
plateau. My first thought 
was, /f this isn’t the way 
we came in, at least it 
looks like a way out. | 
checked my divers 
again and they were do- 
ing fine. We crested the 
ledge and swam about 
10 feet—then | saw 
something familiar, a 
brick lying near a sub- 
merged log. We were 
. exiting the cavern at the 
exact point we had en- 
tered. | was both re- 
lieved and extremely ex- 
hausted. The two divers 
were very impressed 
with my navigational skills. Of course, | 
never let them know | had any doubts. 
After our safety stop, we surfaced and nel- 
ther diver said a word. | think we were all 
glad to be finished. 

| learned a lot about myself that day. 
More importantly, | learned some valu- 
able scuba lessons: (1) Make an orienta- 
tion dive with someone familiar with the 
site. (2) Always be prepared for adverse 
conditions. (3) Setting up a penetration 
line would have been a good idea; even 
though you may not be entering the 
cave or wreck, In poor conditions it will 
help you return to the exact starting 
point. (4) If you have any qualms about 
the dive, abort it and consider going an- 
other day. = 
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“To an underwater photographer, time is 
even more precious than light.” pevi« dai 





For nearly two decades, David Doubilet has 
been recognized as one of the world’s most artis- 
tically ambitious underwater photographers. As 
elegantly composed as they are painstakingly 
lit, David’s photographs possess the intimacy 
and detail of great portraiture. 

He says, “I look underwater for the same 
basic elements that a surface photographer 
does light, color, motion, and gesture~-and no 
place on earth offers a more subtle variety 


of those elements than does the sea.” 


ae wire, 


To achieve his singular effects, he and his 
assistants. submerge themselves for hours at a 
stretch, taking with them as many as ten complete 
camera systems, spare SCUBA tanks, and 
computers to carefully monitor their dives. 

Yet, of all his equipment, David has come 
to trust the reliability of his Rolex Submariner 


most of all. “Underwater,” Doubilet says, 


timing. I would never dive W 


without my Rolex.” ROLEX 


“your health depends on proper 


LUN VAPOUR EA 


f Rolex Oyster Perpetual Submariner Date Chronometer in stainless steel with matching Fliplock bracelet. 
Write for brochure. Rolex Watch U.S.A., Inc., Dept. 374 , Rolex Building, 665 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022-5383. 
Rolex, W, Oyster Perpetual, Submariner and Fliplock are trademarks. 
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